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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

An article of furniture in which at least one support 
post is provided, the post being formed with two or 
more longitudinally extending slides. One end of a tran 
sition piece is slidably engaged with each slide and can 
be secured against sliding movement by a locking 
screw. The other end of the transition piece is secured 
to a horizontal support member by a further locking 
screw. In a preferred arrangement, four equiangularly 
spaced slides are provided which enables a furniture 
system to be built up based on a rectangular modulus. 

5 Clalms, 4 Drawing Figures 
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MODULAR JOINT 

The invention relates to joint assemblies particularly 
for use in modular furnishing systems. 
The invention provides an article of furniture, at least 

one support post defining at least two longitudinally ex 
tending retaining slides, at least one transition piece for 
each slide, each transition piece having one end formed 
for sliding cooperation with the slide and the other end 
formed for cooperation with a longitudinal element ex 
tending in a plane perpendicular to the support post, 
means for securing the longitudinal element to the tran 
sition member .and means for securing the transition 
piece against movement along the slide. 
One embodiment of the invention will now be de 

scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings 
in which: . ‘ 

FIG. 1 is a plan view on a modular table assembly in 
corporating joints according to the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevation on the line II -- II of FIG. 

, . , 

FIG. 3 is an exploded sectional plan view on the line 
III —'III of FIG. 2, and 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional: view of a further embodi 

ment of the present invention. 
Referring first to FIG. 1, the assembly shown com~ 

prises three modular table units 1, 2 and 3 formed by 
horizontal longitudinal elements 4 mounted at their 
ends on posts 5. At eachpost 5, the longitudinal ele 
ments 4 are connected thereto by joints of the kind 
shown in greater detail. in FIGS. 2 and 3. _ ‘ 
Referring now to ‘FIGS. ‘2 and 3, each post 6 has four 

I longitudinally extending ‘lobe section ribs 7 each of 
which de?ne a pair of re-entrant grooves 8. The post 6 
is preferably formed as an aluminium extrusion. 
A transition piece9 is provided which has two por 

tions 10 and llLThe portion 10 is formed with an open 
sided cylindrical recess 18 so as to slidably cooperate 
with one of the ‘ribs 7 for movement longitudinally of 
the post 6. A locking screw (or screws) 12 extends 
through a threaded aperture in the transition piece 9 
for locking the transition piece in a desired position rel 
ative to the post by engagement with the rib 7. 
The portion ll‘of the transition piece 9 is formed as 

a spigot which enters the tubular end of the longitudi 
nal element 4, the dimensions of the element 4 being 
such as to provide an outer surface ?ush with the por 
tion 10 of the transition piece when engaged thereon. 
A furtherlocking screw (or screws) 13 extends through 
a hole 14 in the element 4 and engages in a screw 
threaded hole 15 in the spigot Use as to secure the el 
ement 4 thereto. ' ' . 

The elements 4 may be provided with brackets 16 (as 

2 
shown in FIG. 1) to support a surfacing member such 
as a glass plate‘ 17 flush with the upper surfaces of the 
elements 4. Alternatively, hemispherical rubber bushes 
19 can be provided on the upper ends of the legs 5 so 
as to support surfacing members above the elements 4 
as illustrated in detail in FIG. 2. 
The arrangement described above may be varied in 

a number of ways. Thus the legs 6 may be formed as 
tubes to permit wiring to be fed through them for light 
ing or other electrical equipment on the modular unit 
as shown in the embodiment of FIG. 4. The elements 
4 may be curved in a horizontal plane to vary the pro 
file of the assembly in plan. Also, the arrangement is 
not restricted to a rectilinear modulus. By providing the 
posts 6 with three or ?ve equi—angularly spaced lobes 
7, a modular assembly based on triangular or pentago 

' nal shapes may be evolved. 
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I claim: 
1. An article of furniture comprising at least four 

identical support posts of uniform symmetrical lobe 
like cross section, each post having longitudinal ribs of 
re-entrant lobe form facing different directions, a plu 
rality of longitudinal elements, each longitudinal ele 
ment extending horizontally between a pair of support 
posts to form a closed ?gure in plan, identical transition 
members ?tting within the ends of each longitudinal el 
ement and connecting said ends to opposed ribs of the 
respective support posts, the transition members each 
having an opening corresponding to the shape of a rib 
of said posts for receiving a rib therein, said opening 
being in sliding cooperation therewith, means to secure 
the transition members to the posts, said securing 
means including a ?rst set screw. threaded longitudi 
nally' through each transition member and engageable 
with a rib to clamp said transition member against a 
corresponding rib, and separate means to secure the 
longitudinal element to the'transition member, said 
separate means including a second set screw passing 
through said longitudinal element and threadingly en 
gaging said transition element. 

2. vAn article of furniture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein at least one of the support posts is hollow. 

3. An article of furniture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein each of said posts comprises four equiangu 
larly spaced ribs. 

4. An article of furniture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein'said support post, transition piece and longitu 
dinal element are of aluminium. ' 

5. An article of furniture as claimed in claim 1 further 
including hemipherical shaped resilient elements 
mounted on the top of each of said support posts for 
supporting a surfacing member. 
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