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[57] ABSTRACT 
There is disclosed a process for treating ginseng to ren 
der it suitable for use as an additive in a tobacco prod 
uct. The process comprises cutting ginseng into small 
pieces, dyeing the pieces a tobacco color, adding from 
about 0.2 to 1.0 percent by weight of a preservative, 
adjusting the moisture content, if necessary, to within 
the range of 10 to 15 percent by weight and thereafter 
applying to the surfaces of the ginseng pieces a protec 
tive ?lm to preserve the moisture balance. There is also 
disclosed a tobacco product comprising a blend ‘of 
treated ginseng and tobacco. 

2 Claims, No Drawings 
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PROCESS FOR PRODUCTION OF TOBACCO 
COMPOSITION AND COMPOSITION MADE 

HEREBY 
This invention relates to a process for treating gin 

seng to render it suitable for use as a tobacco additive. 
This invention also relates to a tobacco product con 
taining such treated ginseng. 
Ginseng is a naturally occuring root of a species of 

Panex which is indigenous to the Republic of Korea. It 
has long been used for its medicinal properties. The use 
of an extract of ginseng to treat tobacco has been sug 
gested. However, the use of ginseng pieces in tobacco 
has not previously been known. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a process 
for treating ginseng to render it useful in a tobacco 
product. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a to— 
bacco' product which contains ginseng. 
These and other objects are attained by the practice 

of this invention which, brie?y, comprises cutting gin 
‘ seng into small pieces, dyeing the pieces of ginseng a 
tobacco color, adding from about 0.2 to 1.0 percent by 
weight of a perservative, adjusting the moisture con 
tent, if necessary, to within the range of 10 to 15 per 
cent by weight, and thereafter applyingto the surfaces 
of the ginseng pieces a protective ?lm to preserve the 
moisture balance. The thus treated ginseng is then 
blended with ‘tobacco to form a tobacco product. 
The ginseng which may be used in the practice of this 

invention includes raw ginseng,‘ white ginseng, red gin» 
seng, and by-products thereof, e.g., ginseng skin. Mix~ 
tures thereof may also be used. The ginseng is cut into 
small pieces about the size of normal shred which is 
used in cigarettes—-e.g., from about 0.3 to 3.0mm. in 
length. The shreadded ginseng is then dyed to a brown 
tobacco color such as by the use of a suitable food dye. 
The amount of food color used may be within the range 
of from about 1 to 5 percent by weight. 
From about 0.1 to 1 percent by ‘weight ofa preserva 

tive is then added. The perservative may be, for exam~ 
ple, an ester of benzoic acid or sodium dehydro ace 
tate. The perservative may be applied to the ginseng 
shreds by spraying a solution thereof onto the pieces of 
ginseng. If necessary, th moisture content of the gin 
seng is adjusted‘to within the range of about 10 to 15 
percent by weight. This may be accomplished by any 
suitable moisturizing means known to the art. The use 
of the perservative and the‘recited ‘moisture range pre 
vents spoilage of the ginseng. In order to prevent vola 
tilization of the moisture and the volatile ingredients of 
the ginseng, the surfaces of the pieces are coated with 
a protective film. This may be accomplished by spray~ 
ing the ginseng pieces with a solution of a protective 
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2 
polymer such as polyvinyl acetate. 
The treated ginseng may be mixed with tobacco in an 

amount of from about 5 to 10 percent by weight of 
treated ginseng based upon the total weight of the ?nal 
tobacco product. The tobacco product may be chewed 
or smoked in a pipe or may be used to make cigarettes. 
If smoked, either in cigarettes or in a pipe, the treated 
ginseng tobacco product has a unique taste and a char 
acteristic ginseng aromatic fragrance. 
The following example illustrates the practice of this 

invention: 

0 EXAMPLE 

White ginseng is cut into pieces not larger than five 
cm., dried in the shade and then cut into long, thin 
pieces. These pieces are blended with dried raw gin 
seng and ginseng skin and the mixture is cut into pieces 
ranging in length from about 0.3 to 3.0mm. The ratio 
of the wieght of white ginseng to the weight of raw gin 
seng and ginseng skin in the mixture is 1:4. The mixture 
of ginseng pieces is treated from 1 to 5 percent by 
weight of cola color and 0.1 to 1 percent of sodium 
dehydro acetate is sprayed on the pieces. The moisture 
content is adjusted to 13 percent by weight and the 
pieces of ginseng are coated by spraying with a solution 
of polyvinyl acetate to prevent volatilization of the 
moisture and of the volatile ingredients. ‘ 
The thus treated ginseng is then mixed with tobacco 

to form a blend comprising about 8 percent by weight 
of treated ginseng. The resultant blend may be formed 
into cigarettes. The smoke from such cigarettes has an 
aromatic fragrance. 
This invention has been described in detail with par 

ticular reference to the preferred embodiment thereof, 
but it will be understood that variations and modifica 
tions can be affected within the spirit and scope of the 
invention as described hereinabove and as defined in 
the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A process for the production of a tobacco compo 

sition which comprises cutting, ginseng into small 
pieces, dyeing the pieces a tobacco color, treating the 
dyed pieces with from 0.2-1.0 percent of a preservative 
selected from the group consisting of benzoic acid es 
ters and sodium dehydro acetate, adjusting the mois 
ture content to about 10-15 percent, spraying the 
treated ginseng pieces with polyvinyl acetate and fi 
nally mixing the pieces with tobacco in an amount con~ 
stituting a minor proportion of the tobacco composi 
tion. 

2. The composition made by the process of claim 1. 
* * * * s 


