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[5 7] ABSTRACT 
An automobile bumper constructed from plastic, me 
tallic or paper honeycomb material, and covered by a 
rubber, metal or plastic shell which may be silvered to 
provide a simulated chrome bumper. The bumper is 
shock absorbent to reduce damage to the fenders and 
body of the automobile during slow speed crashes. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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SHOCK ABSORBING HONEYCOMB BUMPER 

The present invention relates to automobile bum 
pers, and in particular, to an impact absorbing bumper 
comprising a plastic, metallic or paper honeycomb core 
covered by a metal, rubber or plastic shell, for reducing 
damage to body and fenders of an automobile during 
slow speed crashes. 

In recent years, the function of automobile bumpers 
has been transformed from that of protecting the body 
and fenders of the automobile from damage during low 
impact and slow speed collisions, to that of a decorative 
ornament designed more for its style than functionality. 
Present bumpers are often designed ?ush with the fend 
ers and body of the automobile, attached to the fenders 
instead of the frame of the car, and in some cases, con 
sist merely of a pair of L-shaped bumper components 
attached to the front corners of the automobile. Some 
attempts have been made by automobile manufacturers 
to produce a shock absorbent bumper, comprising 
shock absorbent resilient material, but these bumpers 
have proved too expensive to be included on all auto 
mobile models. It is, therefore, preferable to provide an 
automobile with a shock absorbing bumper, both in 
front and rear, which is inexpensive to manufacture, 
light in weight and has high strength, to absorb impact 
shocks during low speed crashes between automobiles. 
Accordingly, the present invention provides an im 

pact absorbing bumper for automobiles comprising a 
core constructed of plastic, paper or metallic honey 
comb material covered by a rubber, metal or plastic 
shell. The longitudinal axes of the cells of the honey 
comb structure are disposed parallel to the longitudinal 
axis of the automobile, to provide high strength to resist 
collision forces. The plastic shell may be constructed of 
mylar, and silvered by conventional processes to simu 
late a chrome bumper. The bumper is capable of ab 
sorbing impacts during slow speed collisions occurring 
in excess of 5 miles per hour. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide an automobile bumper of light weight and high 
strength which is capable of absorbing impact shocks 
occurring during slow speed automobile collisions. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide an automobile bumper which prevents damage to 
the fenders and body of the automobile during slow 
speed collisions. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an impact absorbing automobile bumper which is 
decorative in design and simulates a conventional 
chrome bumper. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a shock absorbing automobile bumper which is 
simple in design, easy to manufacture, and durable in 
operation. 
Other objects and features of the present invention 

will become apparent from the following detailed de 
scription taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings which disclose a single embodiment of the in 
vention. It is to be understood, however, that the draw 
ings are designed for the purpose of illustration only 
and are not intended as a definition of the limits and 
scope of the invention. 
Referring to the drawings, wherein similar reference 

characters denote similar elements throughout the sev 
eral views: 
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2 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a shock absorbing au 

tomobile bumper constructed in accordance with the 
present invention shown in use on an automobile; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the bumper taken 

along section 2—2 of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is another cross-sectional view of the bumper 

taken along section 3-3 of FIG. 2. 
Referring to the drawings, there is shown an automo 

bile 10 having front and rear shock absorbing bumpers 
1 l and 12 attached thereto. Bumper 11 has a V-shaped 
contour and extends substantially from the top to the 
bottom of the fenders of the automobile. A plurality of 
apertures 13 and 14 are provided for the headlights and 
parking lights of the automobile, and air intake open 
ings 15 are provided for allowing adequate ?ow of air 
to the engine of the vehicle. 
The bumper comprises a honeycomb core 16 con 

structed, for example, of hard kraft paper, plastic or 
metal, such as alluminum. Plastic material, such as 
polyvinyl chloride, urethane, or polyethelene, may be 
used to construct the honeycomb core. The honey 
comb material has a plurality of polygonal cylinders or 
cells which are shown in FIG. 3, whose longitudinal 
axes are disposed parallel to the longitudinal axis of the 
car so that sufficient strength to resist impacts during 
collisions is provided. Although the cells are hexagonal 
shaped, any other suitable geometric shape may be 
used. The honeycomb core is covered by a rubber, 
metal or plastic shell 17 which may be, for example, 
mylar material. The plastic shell may also be silvered 
using conventional methods to produce a simulated 
conventional chrome bumper. The bumper is attached 
to the vehicle by a pair of T-bolts 19 which are fastened 
by nuts 20 on fender 18. 

It should be noted that the honeycomb core may be 
used alone without the metal, rubber or plastic shell as 
a bumper. The shell gives the core a smooth ?nish and 
permits it to be styled, and adds strength to the core 
material, but it is not absolutely necessary. 
The honeycomb material is manufactured by any 

suitable conventional process during which it is pro 
duced in planar form. To form the core, the planar ma 
terial is expanded to its three~dimensional form shown 
in FIG. 3. The honeycomb, once expanded, has no 
“memory,” that is, there are no forces present in the 
core inducing it to fold back to its planar form. Hence, 
the shell is not absolutely necessary. However, the core 
does have a “memory” as far as its three~dimensional 
form is concerned, and the cells will return to their 
original extended longitudinal configuration, over a pe 
riod of time, after a collision. 
The bumper of the present invention is light weight, 

yet has extremely high strength and good impact ab 
sorption because of the use of the honeycomb core. 
The honeycomb material is easily styled and cut, espe 
cially in its planar form, to any desired con?guration, 
and is extremely inexpensive to manufacture, costing a 
fraction of the cost of conventional metal bumpers. 
The bumper of the present invention will also absorb 
collision impacts of up to 10 miles an hour without 
causing damage to the vehicle, a significant improve 
ment over conventional automobile bumpers. 
While only a single embodiment of the present inven 

tion has been shown and described, it will be obvious 
to those persons skilled in the art that many changes 
and modi?cations may be made thereunto without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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We claim: 
1. A shock-absorbing bumper for mounting on a rigid 

planar surface disposed substantially across the width 
on at least one end of a vehicle comprising: 
a resilient shock absorbing honeycomb member hav 

ing honeycomb cells of polygonal cross-sectional 
shape, wherein adjacent cells have at least one con 
tiguous wall and the longitudinal axes of said cells 
are disposed substantially parallel to the direction 
of travel of said vehicle, said honeycomb member 
having a width approximating that of the planar 
mounting surface, said honeycomb member having 
a cell depth greater than the width of an individual 
cell, said cells having a memory to return to their 
extended longitudinal con?guration after impact; 

mounting means for securing said resilient honey 
comb member to the planar mounting surface, the 
back of said honeycomb member having a substan 
tial area for disposal across the surface of the pla 
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nar surface for absorbing shock across the width of 
the vehicle; and 

an outer shell encasing said resilient honeycomb 
member to provide a smooth exterior surface and 
to simulate a conventional bumper. 

2. The bumper as recited in claim 1, wherein said re 
silient member and said outer shell are molded so as to 
form the front or rear portion of the automobile, and 
include recesses for receiving the automobile lamps 
and grille, the dimensions of said rigid shock-absorbing 
member and said outer shell being substantially the 
same as the dimensions of the front or rear portion of 
the automobile to which the bumper is affixed. 

3. The bumper as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
outer shell disposed about said honeycomb member is 
plastic member, and wherein said honeycomb material 
is constructed of plastic. 

* * * * * 


