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GUN CONTAINER 

FIELD OF INVENTION 
The present invention relates to gun containers, 

wherein a variety of ri?es, shotguns, and the like are 
transported, stored, or protected. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

Gun containers, commonly known in the art, used 
and employed to transport, store, and protect long 
guns, are generally constructed of heavy leather; and 
may be lined with a resilient material intended to pro‘ 
tect the gun’s ?nish and fragile parts. Such gun contain 
ers may be provided with a cover for the stock group 
of the gun, and are often provided with a carrying han 
dle means. Gun containers may also include means for 
locking the cover to the gun container over the stock 
of the gun. These commonly known gun containers 
generally accommodate only one type of gun and pro 
vide only limited protection against impact forces to 
the exterior of the gun container. Rarely has there been 
a design which will accommodate scope mounted ' 
weapons. The leather material generally used in the 
construction of the gun containers is expensive in cost 
and requires the employment of persons extremely 
skilled in the art. The leather material characteristically 
tends to deteriorate with time. 
Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 

to provide means operable to transport, store, and pro 
tect long guns; wherein, said means is engageable with 
the gun at its more durable points, and the more fragile 
parts, such as the magazine and the scope mechanisms, 
are suspended in said means, being free of contact 
therein. 
A further object of this invention is to provide means 

operable to transport a long gun by freight transporta 
tion, to provide a carrying means for easy carrying, and 
to provide a locking means. 
Another object is to provide means operable to pro 

tect long guns in transport or storage from high impact 
forces and to provide a soft interior‘ covering material 
operable to cushion a gun carried therein and to pro 
tect the ?nish of the gun. ‘ ‘ 

It is an object of this invention to provide means op 
erable to carry a wider variety of long gun types. 
Another object is to provide a method of making the 

gun container of the present invention and for installing 
the cushioning means for the interior of the gun con 
tainer, and to do so at relatively low cost of production. 
These and other objects shall become apparent from 

the description following, it being understood that 
modifications may be made without affecting the 
teachings of the invention here set out. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Generally, a gun container for protecting, transport 
ing and storing long guns comprising scabbard and boot 
members, both-formed of rigid, molded material and 
each having a cushion-like resilient interior. 
The scabbard and boot members telescopingly, seal 

ingly engage and lock relative to one another with a 
common carrying handle. Detent locking means selec 
tively operable to slidably engage the boot and scab 
bard members until the length of the container is sub 
stantially coincident with the length of a gun carried 
therein. 
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2 
The container is shaped to solidly engage only dura 

ble portions of the gun placed therein and is operable 
to protect more fragile components, such as magazine 
assembly and scope, from exterior impact force. 
A more thorough and comprehensive understanding 

may be had from the detailed description of the pre- _ 
ferred embodiment when read in connection with the 
drawings forming a part of this speci?cation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a right side elevational view of the gun con 
tainer of the present invention showing to advantage a 
boot member, a scabbard member, and a lock-handle 
chain joined together in the closed position of the con~ 
tainer. ‘ I 

FIG. 2 is a left side elevational exploded view of the 
boot and scabbard members of the gun container. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary left side elevational view of 
a central portion of the gun container drawn to a larger 
scale showing to advantage detents of the boot and 
scabbard members. 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross~sectional view taken 

substantially along the line 4—4 of the FIG. I, and 
drawn to a larger scale. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view, drawn to a 

larger scale, of the open terminal ends of the boot and 
scabbard members of the gun container. ‘ 
FIG. 6 ‘is a left side elevational view of the scabbard 

and boot members in a single seamless unit, as molded, 
and showing broken lines representing the cutting lines 
along which the members are separated. 
FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of a boot man~ 

drel and a boot lining sock. ' 
FIG. 8 is a side elevational explodedrview of a scab 

bard mandrel and a scabbard lining sock. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT: 

Referring now to the drawings and more particularly 
to the FIGS. ‘1 and 2, the gun container of the present 
invention is shown to advantage and identified by the 
numeral 10. The gun container 10 comprises a boot 
member 11, a scabbard member 12, and a lock-handle 
chain 13. The scabbard l2 slidably engages in the boot 
11 in a manner hereinafter later described. The con 
tainer 10 is con?gured in a manner, hereinafter later 
described, to receive long guns of a variety of types and 
shapes. The internal design is such that the scabbard 12 
contacts the gun at points on the trigger guard, the 
forestock, and the top barrel. A scope mounted on a . 
gun will not contact the wall of the scabbard ‘12, and 
the butt portion of the stock group of the gun will not 
engage the boot 11. That is to say that the most durable 
parts of a long gun will be contacted by the container 
10, while the more fragile mechanisms of the gun are 
free of contact. 

Referring now to the FIG. l,'the boot 11 and the 
scabbard 12 are provided each with a protruding con 
voluted bolt housing 14, formed byhousing portions 14 
and 15 respectively. The bolt housing 14 is operable to 
accommodate a rifle bolt or the like projecting from 
the side of a gun. The exterior of the container 10 may 
be suitably provided with a recessed identi?cation plate 
16 having the owner's name or other information af 
?xed thereto. _ 

The boot 11 is provided on its uppermost terminal 
edge, distally from its forwardmost terminal end, with 
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a ring-like eye portion 17. To the eye 17 is attached the 
handle-locking chain 13. The scabbard 12 is similarly 
provided with a plurality of eyes 18, 19, and 20 on its 
uppermost terminal edge. In practice it has been found 
to advantage to mold the eyes 17, 18, 19, and 20 as a 
single unit on their respective boot 11 and scabbard 12. 
The lock-handle chain 13 is provided with a latching 
means 21 disposed at the remaining end of the chain 13 
operable to 'detachably connect the chain 13 to the 
scabbard eye 19. It has been found to advantage to em 
ploy a clip-type latch (not shown) suitably configured 
to carry a commonly known padlock 21. It is apparent 
that the chain thus disposed between the boot eye 17 
and the scabbard eye 19 is operable as a locking means, 
as a carrying means, and as a means to tether the boot 
to the scabbard when the gun is in use. In practice it has 
been found to advantage to employ a rolle'd chrome 
plated chain provided with a vinyl cover (not shown). 
The scabbard eye 20 is provided on the scabbard l2 
distally from the terminal end opposite the boot engag 
ing end. The eye 20 is operable in combination with the 
eyes 17, 18, and 19 as a sling mounting means or a 
mounting means for any of a number of modes of trans 
port. It is 'to be understood that the extended handle 
sling means may be made of any of a number of ?exible 
materials, such as leather, vinyl, and the like. 
Referring now to the FIGS. 2, 3, and 4, the scabbard 

12 is slidably carried within the boot 1 1, and is suitably 
held by a detent locking means22 transversely dis 
posed into the boot 11 in combination with receiving 
means 23, 23', and 23" transversely disposed into the 
scabbard 12. In operation, when the boot l1 and the 
scabbard 12 have been telescoped together to a length 
coincident with that of the gun carried in the container 
10, the detent 22 may engage one of the receiving 
means 23, 23’, or 23". It has been found to advantage 
to position the forwardmost means 23 on the scabbard 
12 so that, when the forwardmost terminal end of the 
boot ll abuts the rearwardmost terminal end of the eye 
18, as in the case of a short gun, the detent 22 will en 
gage the means 23, thus locking the boot 11 and scab 
bard 12 together. As shown by the FIG. 4, the means 
23, 23’, and 23" are provided with a forwardly inclined 
wall 24 and a substantially perpendicularly disposed 
wall 25. The means 23, 23', and 23" are con?gured so 
that the boot 11 with its detent 22 may slide-easily for 
ward over the inclined wall 24, while the detent 22 will 
be retained rearwardly by the perpendicular wall 25 of 
the means 23, 23', 23". 
Referring now to the FIGS. 4 and 5, the boot 11 and 

the scabbard 12 are each provided on the periphery of 
their respective terminal openings with inwardly pro 
jecting lips 26 and 27 respectively. The lip 27 is opera 
ble to cam boot lip 26 over the outer wall of the scab 
bard 12. The outer lip 26 of the boot 1] is operable to 
form a tight rigid gasket-like seal about the periphery 
of the outer wall of the scabbard 12. 

It has been found to advantage to mold the boot 11 
and the scabbard 12 of the container 10 of a high im 
pact material, such as plastic, using methods resulting 
in seamless walls of a uniform thickness. This may be 
accomplished by rotational molding in which a prede 
termined quantity of raw material, usually in pellet 
form, is introduced into a mold which may be con?g 
ured to form both the boot 1 1 and scabbard 12 portions 
as a unitary casting; the material is heated to a prese 
lected temperature at which the material is melted 
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while being rotated; and the container unit 10 is al 
lowed to cool. The mold'may be opened, and the inte 
gral gun container 10 removed. A characteristic of the 
rotational molding method is that the interior con?gu 
ration of the container 10 will exactly follow the exter 
nal con?guration. 
As shown in the FIG. 6, the boot member 11 and the 

scabbard member 12 are integrally joined by a central 
section 28. The section 28 is provided with an inward 
rearwardly disposed beveled lip 29 on the scabbard re 
ceiving end of the boot 11, and with a forwardly dis 
posed beveled portion 30 of the boot receiving end of 
the scabbard 12. By cutting along the beveled portions > 
29 and 30 of the section 28, the cutting lines 31 and 32 
respectively are shown as broken lines in the FIG. 6, 
the aforementioned lip portions 26 and 27 are formed. 
It is to be understood that, although rotational molding 
‘has been described, other molding methods may be em 
ployed, such as injection molding, vacuum forming, 
electrostatic molding, and ?berglass-and-gelcoat. 
Referring again to the FIGS. 4 and 5, the container 

10 is covered on its inner gun-contacting surfaces with 
synthetic fur-like material 33 and 34 of the respective 
boot 11 and scabbard 12. In practice it has been found 
to advantage to employ synthetic fur for its nonabrasive 
cushioning qualities, and because moisture tends not to 
be carried in the synthetic ?bers and is not transmitted 
to the gun. Generally the interior covering material 33 
covers the inner rearward walls of the boot 11 between 
the butt engaging rearwardmost terminal end of the 
boot portion 1 l and an area corresponding to the scab 
bard 12 engaging area when the 'members'll and 12 
are fully telescoped. The boot covering 33 may be sewn 
into a suitable sock-like configuration and then placed, 
by means of a mandrel 35 as shown in the FIG. 7, into 
the boot 11 which has been treated with a suitable ad 
hesive, such as contact cement. The mandrel 35 in 
cludes a block portion 36 and a shoe lever assembly 37. 
The blockl36 conforms to the inner con?guration of 
the walls of the boot 11. The shoe lever assembly 37'is 
operable to selectively contact a suitably con?gured 
covering 33 with the upwardly curved portion 38, 
shown more clearly in the FIG. 2, at the uppermost ter 
minal edge of the boot 11. The shoe lever assembly 37, 
rectilinearly disposed on the block 36, includes a shoe 
plate 39, an upwardly urging shoe spring 40 disposed 
between the lowermost terminal edge of the shoe plate 
39 and the block 36, a pivotally mounted actuator lever 
41, and a shoe-lever linkage 42. The actuator lever 41 
is an angularly con?gured fulcum having a pair of arm 
portions convex to the block 36, and pivoting at the 
vertex of the angle on a pivot means 43. The shoe-lever 
linkage 42 may be suitably disposed within the block 36 
connecting the shoe plate 39 and the linkage receiving 
end of the actuator lever 41 by pivotal means. In opera‘. 
tion the block 36'may be grasped at the terminal end 
while depressing the handle portion 45 of the actuator 
41; the boot covering 33 and mandrel 35 may be in 
serted into the boot 11 provided with a suitable adhe 
sive, and the handle 45 may be released, thus allowing 
the shoe plate 39 to contact the curved portion 38 of 
the boot 11. By this means the covering 33 may be in 
stalled within the cavity at the butt end of the boot 11 
without wrinkles or the like. As shown by the FIG. 8, 
the scabbard 12 may be similarly lined with a covering 
34 to conform to the inner con?guration of the scab 
bard 12. The covering 34 covers the entire internal 
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length of the scabbard 12 to the inner terminal edge of 
the lip 27. The covering 34 is placed on a mandrel 46. 
The combination of covering 34 and a mandrel 46 may 
then be inserted into the scabbard 12 in an analogous 
manner to that used when inserting the boot covering 
33 into the boot 11. 
Having thus described in detail a preferred apparatus 

which embodies the concepts and principles of the in 
vention and which accomplishes the various objects, 
purposes and aims thereof, it is to be appreciated and 
will be apparent to those skilled in the art that many 
physical changes could be made in the apparatus with 
out altering the inventive concepts and principles em 
bodied therein-Hence, it is intended that the scope of 
the invention be limited only to the extent indicated in 
the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A gun container for protecting, transporting, and 

storing long guns of a variety of sizes and types com 
prising 

a scabbard member formed of substantially rigid, 
high impact material, ‘open at one end and closed 
at an opposite end, said scabbard increasing in size 
interiorly from the closed end to the open end and 
being shaped to engage the trigger guard, fore 
stock, and top of barrel of a long gun placed 
therein, and conforming to the approximate shape 
of the‘ gun, and having an inwardly turned lip por 
tion at the open end; ‘ 
boot member formed of high impact material and 
having an open mouth at one end and being closed 
at an opposite end, said boot increasing in size inte 
riorly from the closed end to the open end and con 
forming approximately to the shape of the stock 
portion of a gun, and an inwardly turned lip at the 
opening, said lip being operable to engage the 
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curved edge of the scabbard and the exterior sur 
face thereof as the boot is telescoped over the end. 
of the scabbard. ’ 

2. A gun container as in claim 1, further including 
means for retaining the boot section in a selected tele 
scoped position relative to the scabbard sectionv 

3. A gun container as in claim 2, wherein the means 
for retaining the boot in a selected telescoped position 
relative to the scabbard section comprises a detent ' 
means on one of said members; and‘ a plurality of 
grooved recesses on the other said member arranged to 
be selectively engaged by the detent means as the boot 
is telescoped onto and off of the scabbard. 

4. A gun container as in claim 3, wherein the detent 
means comprises an inwardly protruding ridge disposed 
transversely on the boot member; and grooved recesses 
suitably transversely disposed into the scabbard mem 
ber, said recesses being operable to facilitate telescop‘ 
ing of said boot and scabbard, while retaining said ridge 
within said recesses in rearward movement of said boot 
with response to said scabbard. > 

5. A gun container as in claim 3, further including a 
cushion-like, resilient material fully lining the interior 
of the scabbard and partially lining the interior of the 
rearward portion of the boot. 

6. A gun container as in claim 5, including cushion~ 
like, resilient material which is a synthetic fur operable 
to be nonabrasive and operable to not transmit mois 
ture to guns carried in said container. 

7. A gun container as in claim 5, further including a 
?exible handle means extending between the scabbard ' 
and boot members; and means provided on the said 
members to rigidly attach said handle to one of said 
container members, and to detachably connect and 
lock the opposite end of said handle. 

* * * * * 


