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[ 5 7 ] ABSTRACT 

An adaptor for use with an open container, especially 
paint cans, comprising an annular ring having an aper 
tured groove defined by an inner and an outer wall, and 
further having a depending flange formed as ‘an exten 
sion of said groove whereby the paint brush bristles 
may be drawn across the groove inner wall for remov 
ing excess paint therefrom, the apertures of the groove 
serving as drain holes to permit excess paint, which has 
accumulated in the groove by the drawing of the paint 
brush bristles across said inner wall to drain back into 
the open paint can. 

1 Claim, 2 Drawing‘ Figures 
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OPEN CONTAINER ADAPTOR ‘ 

This ‘invention relates generally to an adaptor for use 
with an open container and more particularly to such 
an adaptor which permits excess paint to be returned 
to the paint can after having been removed from the 
paint brush bristles, in a simple and efficient manner. 

Painters have, over the years, experienced problems 
with excess paint from the bristles of their paint brush 
remaining in the annular sealing groove provided for 
the cover of the paint can even aftr attempting to care 
fully remove the excess paint therefrom. Consequently, 
when the paint sets up in the sealing groove after the 
paint lid is sealed in place, it becomes notonly difficult 
to remove the paint lid but the paint in the sealing 
groove will tend to be spattered upon closing the lid 
over the can. Moreover, the excess paint from the bris 
tles of the paint brush ahs has tendency to spill over to 
the exterior of the paint can when the sealing groove 
becomes excessively ?lled. Paint cans having apertured 
grooves, which may be in addition to a sealing groove, 
have heretofore been devised to permit the excess paint 
from the bristles of the paint brush to be drained back 
into the paint can as the paint brush bristles are drawn 
across an edge or lip of one of the grooves. The draw 
backs in using such cans are that they are expensive to 
produce because of their involved design, and at the 
same time, cannot easily be reused so that only cans‘of 
paint designed as having such apertureddrain grooves, 
may be repurchased thereby drastically limiting the ‘ 
choice of available paints. 
An open container or paint canadaptor is therefore 

set forth herein as having an apertured drain groove of 
a unique construction, and is adapted to be ‘used any 
number of times with any type of open container since 
it is easily portable and is not made integral with the 
paint can itself. This is the principal object of the pres 
ent invention. 
Another object ‘is to‘ provide such an adaptor which 

comprises an annular‘ring having an upwardly open 
groove with apertures therein, the. groove being‘de?ned 
by an inner wall and an outer wall, and ‘further having 
a depending ?ange connected to the ‘bottom of the 
groove, with the ?ange located within the inner side of 
the upper portion of the open container so‘that excess 
paint may bedirected into the container after beingre 
moved from the paint brush bristles drawn across the 
upper edge of the inner ‘wall, the apertures of the 
groove serving as drain holes to permit excess paint, 
which may have accumulated ‘in the groove by the 
drawing of the paint brush bristles acrossthe inner wall, 
to‘drain backinto ‘the open container. 

A. further object of this invention is to‘provide such 
an adaptor wherein the depending ?ange is connected 
to the bottom of the groove by means ofa radially ex- ' 
tending wall sloping upwardly from the‘top edgeofthe 
?ange to the groove bottom. _ 
A still 1further object of the present invention is to 

provide such an adaptor wherein the outer annular wall 
is a vertically upstanding wall and the inner ‘wall slops 
inwardly and upwardly from the vgroove bottom, with 
the apertures being located in the inner ‘wall near its 
lower edge. . 
Other objects, advantages and‘novel features of ‘the 

invention will become apparent‘from the following‘ de 
_ tailed description of the invention when considered in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing wherein: 

2 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the adaptor in accor 

dance with the present invention, shown partly broken 
awayiand 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the adaptor taken along 
its major ‘diameter, shown in conjunction with an open 
paint can depicted in phantom. , 

‘ Turning now to the drawings wherein like reference 
characters refer to like and corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, there is shown a paint can 
adaptor 10 in accordance with the present invention 
comprising an annularring having an upwardly open 
groove 11 defined by a vertically upstanding outer an 
nular wall 12 and an inner annular wall 13 sloping in 
wardly and upwardly from the bottom of the groove 11. 
A plurality of openings 14 are located near the lower 
edge of the inner wall 13 and a depending annular 
?ange 15 is connected to the bottom of the groove by 
means of an annular wall 16 which slopes upwardly 
from the upper edge of ?ange 15 toward the bottom of 
groove 11. - 

The adaptor 10 may therefore be inserted, with its 
depending ?ange 15 located within the top of an open 

‘ container C, shown in phantom in FIG. 2, so that wall 
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16 rests against the inner edge of the container. In using 
the adaptor, it can be seen that the painter merely 
draws his paint brush bristles across the free edge of the 
inner wall 13 to remove excess paint therefrom which 
simply drains back into the container C. As is normally 
the case, however, some portion‘ of this excess paint 
passes behind the inner wall 13 and into the groove 11. 
The openings 14 in the groove 11 will, however, permit 
such excess paint to drain ‘back into the container as it 
‘passes over the sloped wall 16 and depending ?ange 15. 
‘It can be therefore seen that the sealing grooveG of the 
paint can C is fully protected and. kept ‘entirely free of ’ 
any excess paintso that the sealing lid may be conve 
niently sealed in place and thereafter easily removed 
without having to be concerned with dried paintaccu 
mulation in the paint can sealing groove or ‘paint‘be‘ing 
spattered during sealing of the ‘lid. ‘ 

It should be further noted that the lower portion 12a 
of outer wall 12 extendsdownwardly beyond the ‘bot 
tom of the groove, thereby permitting the adaptor to be 
‘more easily and strongly constructed and more conve 
niently handled. . 

From the foregoing,it can be seen that anopencon 
tainer‘adaptor has been devised in a simple, ‘well built, 
andeconomical manner, yetis highly effectiveiinimain 
‘taining ‘the sealing groove of a paint cam-for example, 
completely dry ‘and ‘unobstructed ‘while at ‘the same 
‘time permitting the excesspaint from paint ‘brush ‘bris 
tles to be‘directed entirely backintothe container..The 
adaptor in accordance with the present invention may 
be reused as often as necessary after ‘simply being 
washed or rinsed since the openings ‘14 are designed 
sufficiently large to permit a slight amount‘of dry paint . 
accumulation without destroying the ‘effectiveness of 
the adaptor. Also, any number of openings 114atany 
desired spacing maybe provided ashaving any. desired 
size in accordance with the viscosity of the ‘paint or 
other liquid to be used. 
Obviously, many modifications and variations of the 

present invention areposssible in the‘light of:theabove 
teachings. .lt is therefore to be understood that within 
the scope of the appended claims, the invention maybe 
‘practiced otherwise than as speci?cally described 
herein. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. An adaptor for use with an open container, espe 

cially paint cans, comprising an annular ring having an 
upwardly open groove with apertures therein, said 
groove being de?ned by an inner annular wall and a 
vertically upstanding outer annular wall, said inner wall 
sloping inwardly and upwardly from the bottom of said 
groove and said apertures being located in said inner 
wall near its lower edge, a depending annular ?ange 
connected to the bottom of said groove by means of a 
radially extending wall sloping upwardly from the top 
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4 
edge of said ?ange to said groove bottom, said ?ange 
adapted to be located within the inner side of the upper 
portion of the open containenwhereby excess paint 
may be directed back into the container after being re 
moved from the paint brush bristles drawn across the 
upper edge of said inner wall, and whereby thevaper 
tures of said groove serve as drain holes to permit ex 
cess paint, which may have accumulated in said groove 
by the drawing of said paint brush bristles across the 
inner wall, to drain back into the open container. 

* * * * * 


