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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, VV'ILLIAM Y. OBER, of, 

Lynn, county of Essex, and State of Massa 
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in 

5 Opera-Chairs, of which the following descrip 
tion, in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, is a specification, like letters on the 
drawings representing' like parts. 

rI‘his invention has for its object to construct 
1o an operachair whereby fresh air issuing from 

any suitable air-forcing apparatus~as, for in 
stance, a blower-and forced through suitable 
pipes may be conveyed or distributed into a 

l theater or hall in proximity to the persons in 
15 attendance, to thus supply fresh air at points 

most needed. . 

The invention consists of a chair the frame 
work of which, comprising the standard and 

y back, is made hollow to form an air-passage, 
2o an air chamber or receptacle being formed at 

the top ofthe back of the chair, the said cham 
ber having an open side or face covered with 
gauze or open-work plate, the chamber hav~ 
ing a valve under thc control of an indi~ 

25 vidual near the chair, to thus permit air to 
pass outward through the said gauze open 
work plate into the room. 
My invention also consists of a chair the 

frame-work of which is made hollow to pro 
30 vide an air-passage, combined with a chamber 

or receptacle located at the top of the chair, 
and having an open side or face through which 
the air is discharged; also, in a chair frame 
work inade hollow to provide au ainpassage 

f35 extending vertically thereof, combined with a 
tube leading from the said air-passage near its 

' upper end and a perforated air chamber or re» 
ceptacle attached to the end of the said tube. 
I have shown the said air chamber or passage 

4o as having connected with it a flexible tube 
provided at its end with a perforated air-dis 
tributer, the admission 0f air to the distributer 
being controlled .by any suitable cock or plug. 
Figure 1 shows in side elevation a chair em 

45 bodying this invention; Fig. 2, a face view of 
the chamber at the top of the chair; Fig. 3, a4 
detail of the valves and means for operating 
them. 
The chair herein described is composed, es» 

5o sentially, of a standard or post, u, back b, and 

arm c, all preferably cast in one piece and con 
stituting the frame-work~ of the chair. A seat, 
d, is pivoted or otherwise connected with the 
front armorstandard, c, in any usual manner. 
The framework of the chair is cast hollow, as 55 
shown by dotted lines, Figs. l _and 2, so as to 
leave» passages through which air may be 
forced. The air-passage extending through 
the framework terminates in an air chamber 
or receptacle, e, located at the top of the chair- 6o 
back b, one side of the said chamber being 
open and covered with a screen or other per 
forated or open-work plate,f. Two valve 
plates, 2 3, (see Fig. 3,) mounted upon shafts 
4 5, are placed within the chamber e, to permit 55 
or to prevent, as may be desired, the passage 
of air outward through the said screen or plate 
f. The shafts 4 5 of the valves have their bear~ 
ings in the ends of the said chamber. One 
end of one shaft, as 5, is provided with a crank, 7o 
6, by which it may be rotated. A toothed 
wheel, 7, is mounted uponvthe opposite end of 
the said shalt, which, meshing with a similar 
toothed wheel, 8, secured to the shaft 4, ro 
’rates the latter shaft, so that the valves may 75 
be opened and closed by rotating the said 
crank. ‘ An opening, n, made in the backb ot' 
the chair and communicating with the air-pas 
sage, has attached to 'it a íiexible tube, a', pro 
vided with a perforated ball, ai, preferably 8o 
made of rubber, the passage of air from the 
tube to the ball being controlled -by any suit 
able cock or plug, a3. 
A chair constructed as described being seated 

over the end of an air  supplying pipe, A, 85 
firmly secured to the licor, and a suitable rub 
ber washer, fw, having been interposed to make 
a- tight joint, air is forced through the supply 
pipe A by anysuitable air-forcing apparatus 
such, for instance, as an ordinary faublower 9o 
the air passing upward through the frame 
work of the chair passing out through the 
gauze plate f or through the perforated ball n2, 
or both, at »the option of a person at or near 
the chair. ' 

It will be seen that by the invention herein 
described fresh air may be admitted to a the 
ater or hall at just such points as it is most 
needed, and may be controlled by the indi 
vidual in attendance, thus amply providing roo 



for all, and in instances where a slight draft 
of fresh air is desired the perforated ball only 
may be used, the said ball being, as previously 
stated, attached to a vflexible tube, that it may 
be placed and allowed to remain at any de 
sired point. 

I claim-_ ' 

1. In a chair, the frame-work comprising 
the standard and back made hollouT to form an 
air  passage, as described, combined with a 
chamber arranged at the top of the back and 
having a perforated or open side, and Valves 
controlling the passage ot' air therethrough, 
substantially as described. 

2. In a chair, the frame-Work conigrisiug 
the standard and back iliade hollow to forman 
air-passage, as described, combined with a 
chamber arranged at the top of the back and 
having a perforated or open side, substantially 
as described. ' 
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3. In a chair, the framework thereof made 
hollow to forni an air passage or pipe, as de 
scribed, combined With a tube, n', leading from 
said air-passage, and an air~ distributor at 
tach ed to the endof the said tube, substantially 
as described. ’ 

4t. In a chair, the frame-Work thereof made 
hollow to form an air-conduit, as described, 
combined with a tube, n’, leading from said 
air-passage, and an air»distributer attached to 
the end of said tube, and a valve or cock con 
trolling the passage of air to said distributer, 
substantially as described. 

30 

In testimony whereof Ihave signed my name l 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing Witnesses. 

WILLIAM Y. OBER. 
ÑVitnesses: 

` BnRNIoE J. NoYus, 
F. L. EMERY. 
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