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GUITAR SLIDE BAR APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Slide bar apparatus having a ?nger receiving cham 
ber that may be moved along the strings of a guitar and 
depress the strings onto the fretboard of the guitar, or 
moved along the stringers to provide a movable fret. 

In the prior art it is old to use a metal tube having 
constant inner and outer diameters and being open at 
both ends. However, such do not provide the desirable 
features of this'invention that are set forth hereinafter. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Slide bar apparatus for playing a guitar that includes 
a tubular portion having a ?rst end and a ?nger receiv 
ing chamber and a curved cap portion integrally joined 
to the second end of the tubular portion, the axial 
length of the tubular portion being greater than the 
maximum transverse dimension thereof. 
One of the objects of this invention is to provide a 

new and novel slide bar member having a tubular por 
tion with a frusto-conical outer surface. Another object 
of this invention is to provide new and novel slide bar 
apparatus having a ?nger receiving chamber and a roll 
of plastic ?lm to accommodate sizing the chamber to 
an individual’s ?nger. ' 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary plan view of a guitar neck 
portion and the apparatus of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view 'of part of the 

structure shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the apparatus of 

this invention; and 
FIG. 4 is an end view of the structure of this inven 

tion, said view being generally taken along the line and 
in the direction of the arrows 4-4 of FIG. 3. 
Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, there is shown the 

neck portion of a guitar, generally designated 10, that 
includes a plurality of strings 11' secured to the head 12 
and extended over the nut 13 to normally'be retained 
spaced from the fretboard 14 on the neck 15, but dur 
ing playing, movable into contact with the fretboard-In 
order to facilitate moving one or more of the strings 
into contact with the fretboard or providing a movable 
fret slidable on the tops of the strings, the bar slide ap-' 
paratus, generally designated 20,- of this invention in 
cludes a slide having an axially elongated tubular por 
tion 21 that has a circular cylindrical inner surface 19 
and a cap end portion 22 integrally joined to tubular 
portion 21. The axially length of tubular portion 21 is 
greater than the dimension of the transverse spacing of 
the outer most strings in overhanging relationship to 
the fretboard. The outer surface 23 of the tubular por 
tion is frusto conical and smooth, the major base end 
of‘ the tubular portion being joined to the end portion 
22. The angle of divergence of surface 23 relative the 
central axis L—-L of the finger piece is preferrably in 
the range of 2°—5°; i.e. in the direction toward the end 
portion to compensate for the angle of the little finger 
relative the'strings. Preferrably the axial length of the 
tubular portion 21 is more than twice as great as the 
major base-dimension F of surface 23. 
End portion 22 is in the shape of a spherical segment 

with a radius of curvature substantially greater than 
one-half the dimension of the major base of surface 23 
while the thickness to the segment is preferrably equal 
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2 
to or less than one-half of said radius of curvature. Asv 
a result, end portion 22 provides added mass to the ?n 
ger piece adjacent to the end of the ?nger on which it 
is used, while at the same time, due to the radius of cur 
vature of the cap, for example two strings may be 
readily depressed to contact the fretboard while the ad 
jacent third string is not contacted by the ?nger piece. 
With reference to the above, the strength of the ?nger 
particularly the little ?nger on which the apparatus 20 
is normally used, decreases in a direction toward the 
terminal end thereof, and the provision of the added 
mass of the cap adjacent the terminal end of the ?nger 
helps to compensate for this decrease in strength. 

In view of the fact that different individuals have ?n 
gers of different sizes, in order that the ?nger piece may 
be made with one size inner diameter and still may be 
?tted to the ?nger of one user, there is provided a 
rolled piece of rectangular plastic ?lm 30 in the ?nger 
piece that has a plurality of turns, the thickness of the 
?lm being greatly exaggerated in FIG. 3. The length of 
the ?lm is greater than its width, the width being about 7 
the same as the axial length of the tubular portion 21. 
By removing the ?lm 30, cutting off the appropriate 
length ‘of the film and reinserting the remaining length 
of vrolled ?lm into the ?nger piece, the effective size of 
the chamber into which the ?nger may be inserted can 
be adjusted to the size of a ?nger for a given individual. 

‘ That is, the outer diameters of the uncut and the re 
maining length of rolled ?lm after having part of the 
length cut therefrom in tubular portion 21 are the 
same, however, the inner diameter of the remaining 
length of the cut ?lm in the tubular portion is greater 
‘than the uncut length. Thus, providing a length of 
rolled ?lm in the ?nger receiving chamber permits cus 
tomized ?tting of the apparatus 20 to a given individu 
al’s ?nger. 
As an example of one embodiment of the invention 

but not otherwise as a limitation thereon, the axial 
length of the tubular portion is 2 inches, the diameter 
of the ?nger receiving chamber is three-fourths inch, 
the major base of the tubular portion is l-inch, the 
miner baseis 13/ l 6 inch and the radius of curvature of 

_ the cap portion is 9/16 inch. Advantageously the end 
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of the cap portion may have a one-fourth inch ?at 31 
at the end remote from the tubular portion to provide 
a surface perpendicular to the central axis of the tubu 
lar portion as illustrated, although it is not essentialto 
provide such a ?at. 
What is claimed is: 
1. For playing a guitar, slide bar apparatus compris 

ing an axially elongated tubular portion having a first 
end, a second end axially opposite the ?rst end, a ?nger 
receiving chamber opening through the ?rst end and an 

' outer frusto conical surface that'diverges away from 
the tubular portion central axis in an axial direction to 
ward the second end, said tubular portion further hav 
ing a circular cylindrical inner surface de?ning said ?n 
ger receiving opening and having provided in said 
chamber a rolled length of plastic ?lm having a width 
about equal to the axial length of the tubular portion. 

2. For facilitating playing a guitar having strings and 
a fretted neck, slide bar apparatus comprising an axi 

' ally elongated tubular portion having a ?rst end, a sec 
ond end axially opposite the ?rst end and a ?nger re 
ceiving chamber opening through the ?rst end and a 
cap portion integrally joined to said‘ tubular portion 
second end, said-tubular portion having a frusto conical 
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outer surface that has a. major base adjacent said cap 
portion. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 further characterized in 
that said frusto conical surface is tapered at an angle of 
about 2°—5° relative the central axis of said tubular por 
tion. ‘ 

4. The apparatus of claim 2 further characterized in 
that said cap portion has an outer surface having a ra 
dius of curvature of greater than one-half of the major 
base dimension. ' 

5. The apparatus of claim 2 further characterized in 
that the axial length of said tubular portion is greater 
than twice the maximum transverse dimension of said 
tubular portion. 

6. For facilitating playing a guitar having strings and 
a fretted neck, slide bar apparatus comprising an axi 
ally elongated tubular portion having a ?rst end, a sec 
ond end axially opposite the ?rst end and a ?nger re 
ceiving chamber opening through the ?rst end, a cap 
portion integrally joined to said tubular portion second 
end, and a rolled length of plastic ?lm within the ?nger 
receiving chamber, said plastic ?lm having a width ap 
proximately the same as the axial length of the tubular 

4 . 

vportion and a length substantially greater than its 
width. . 

7. The apparatus of claim 6 further characterized in 
‘ that the axial length of the tubular portion is at least 

10 

twice the maximum transverse dimension thereof. 
8. For playing a guitar, slide bar apparatus compris 

ing an axially elongated metal tubular portion having a 
?rst end, a second end axially opposite the ?rst end, a 
?nger receiving vchamber opening through the ?rst end 
and an outer frusto conical surface that diverges away 
from the central axis in an axial direction toward the 

’ second end, and a metal cap portion integrally joined 
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tothe second end having an outer surface that has a 
general radius of curvature at least equal to the major 
base dimension of the frusto conical surface. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8 further characterized in 
that the tubular portion has a circular cylindrical inner 
surface de?ning said ?nger receiving opening and that 
there is provided a rolled length of plastic ?lm having 
a width about equal to the axial length of the tubular 
portion. 
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