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[57] ABSTRACT 

A container for capsules that is formed of an outer 
transparent parallelepiped-shaped enclosure open at 
one end and closed at the other, the closed end com 
prising a wall having a slot therein, and of an article 
holding tray or drawer slidingly ?tted in said enclosure, 
one end wall of the tray being provided with a tab. Said 
container being convertible to have two operative posi 
tions — one position with the tray disposed in the en 
closure and‘ the tab thereof extending through said slot 
in the closed end of the enclosure, the tab being 
adapted to be engaged with a hanger and the container 
thereby suspended for display of its contents - and the 
other position with the tray reversed end-for-end in the 
enclosure with the tab extending from the open end of 
the enclosure and serving as a drawer handle for the 
tray. Such containers by reason of their parallelepiped 
form, being adapted to be arranged in side-by-side 
stacks in ?le-case arrangement so the trays may be se 
lectively withdrawn from the enclosures partly or en 
tirely, as desired. Interlocking tongues and grooves re 
tain the containers in stacked relation, and the stacks 
in desired position. 

8 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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CONVERTIBLE CAPSULE CONTAINER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention: 
Displaying and dispensing pharmacal or similar type 

items of capsule, tablet, pill or pellet form, as well as 
other articles. 

2. Description of the Prior Art: v 
The following U. S. Pat. Nos. were located in the 

course of an art search. 

Story 1,076,076 
J osinsky 1,864,440 

2,042,799 
Gibbons 2,758,773 

One or more of these patents disclose telescoping 
type containers which include hanger tabs. The present 
invention suggests convertibility of the container parts 
from a hanging position wherein the container is gravi 
tationally retained in closed position, to a position en 
abling the item holding tray or drawer, after end‘for 
end reversal thereof from its hanging position, to be 
moved between closed and opened positions relative to 
the enclosure thereof to enable removal of the tray 
contents. The containers, when thus converted, present 
their tabs at the open ends of the enclosures enabling 
retraction and replacement of the drawers thereof with 
easy one-handed facility when the containers are ar 
ranged in side-by-side stacks in ‘file-case arrangement. 
Such convertibility has no'teaching in any of the above 
patents. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A convertible two-element container comprising, 
generally, an enclosure of parallelepiped form closed at 
one end and open at the opposite end, and an article 
holding tray or drawer telescopically fitted in said en 
closure, said tray being provided at one end with a lon 
gitudinally directed tab, and the closed end of the en 
closure having a slot through which said tab extends 
when the tray has one position in the enclosure and 
adopting the container to be hung by the tab in a dis 
play position of the contents of the tray. By withdraw» 
ing the tray from the enclosure, after the tab has been 
disengaged from its hanging position, and reinserting 
the same into the enclosure, tabless end first, the tab is 
accessible to serve as a drawers pull for effecting one 
handed opening and closing of the tray for easy access 
to the tray contents. ‘ 

The four sides of the enclosure are provided with 
slidably interlocking tongues and grooves that retain 
the containers in stacked arrangement, and adjacent 
stacks'in desired card file position. 
The'foregoing generally describes and has for an ob 

ject to provide a simple, inexpensive and highly effi 
cient display and dispensing container that is easily 
converted from one to the other of its- two operative po 
sitions. ' 

Another object of the invention is to provide a con 
vertible container of the character above indicated in 
which conversion is easily effected by a simple reversal 
of the article-holding tray of the enclosure thereof, 
whereby the tab means on the tray is changed from a 
hanger position to a position serving as a drawer pull. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide con 
tainers of the characterabove referred to that, inde 
pendently of any outer enclosure, may be arranged in 
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adjacent interlocked stacks, whereby any of said con 
tainers may be removed in their entirety and replaced 
by another without disturbing the stacks, as arranged. 
This invention also has for its objects to provide such 

means that are positive in operation, convenient in use, 
easily installed in a working position and easily discon 
nected therefrom, economical of manufacture, rela 
tively simple, and of general superiority and service 
ability 
The invention also comprises novel details of con 

struction and novel combinations and arrangements of 
parts, which will more fully appear in the course of the 
following description, which is based on the accompa 
nying drawing. However, said drawing merely shows, 
and the following speci?cation merely describes one 
embodiment of the present invention, which is given by 
way of illustration or example only. 

In the drawing, like reference characters designate 
similar parts in the several views. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view, partly in section, of a 
convertible article container according to the invention 
and shown in one operative position, i.e., as a display 
device. 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged view, as seen from the lower 

end of FIG. 1 with the tray or drawer reversed from its 
position in FIG. 1. 
,FIG. 3 is a further enlarged longitudinal sectional 

view as taken on line 2—2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a view, similar to the upper end of FIG. 3, 

of a modification. 

FIG. 5, to a reduced scale, shows the side view of a 
stack of several such article containers, one of which is 
shown partly open, said containers being shown in the 
other operative position of FIG. 2, i.e., as capsule 
holding and dispensing devices. 
FIG. 6 is a broken front view of a plurality of such 

stacks of containers in side-by-side arrangement. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The present container comprises, generally an enclo 
sure 5, a tray 6 telescopically housed in said enclosure, 
and a tab or like projection 7 provided on one end of 
said tray. The enclosure is preferably transparent, in 
whole or in part and is advantageously formed of a syn 
thetic resin of which any of the methacrylate ester poly 
mers are exemplary. In fact, any of the so-called clear 
plastics, resistant to breakage, form-retaining, and in 
expensively moldable, are suitable as a material from 
which the above components may be made. 
Although not necessarily proportioned as shown in 

the drawing, the enclosure 5 preferably has a parallel 
epiped form with similar rectangular front and rear 
walls 8 and 9, similar side walls 10, and an end wall 1 l. 
Opposite the end wall 11, the enclosure is open at 12. 
Thus formed, the enclosure 5 has a cavity 13 that is en 
closed by the walls 8, 9, 10 and 11, and is open at the 
mentioned end 12. ' 

The tray or drawer 6 slidingly ?ts into said cavity 13, 
the same having a bottom wall 14, similar side walls 15, 
an end wall 16, and a wall 17 opposite the wall 16. The 
tray 6, therefore, has a capacity for holding capsules or 
other such articles 18 confined by the walls of the tray 
6 and by the walls l4, l5, l6 and 17 of the tray and the 
wall 13 of the enclosure. The items 18 in said space, 
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with the tray housed in the enclosure, are retained in 
said space irrespective of the vertical, horizontal or 
other disposition of the container. 
The tab 7 may vary in shape. As shown, the same is 

a ?at rectangular extension projecting from the outer 
surface of the tray end 17 and preferably parallel with 
the bottom wall 14 of said tray. A slot 19 in the end 
panel 11 of the enclosure 5 allows said tab to project 
from the enclosure when the tray 6 is inserted into said 
enclosure tab end ?rst. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, said 
slot 19 is provided in the enclosure wall 11 located ad 
jacent the wall 13 of the enclosure with the tab 7 lo 
cated accordingly, coplanar with the open top of the 
tray. In the modi?cation of FIG. 4, the slot 190 is posi 
tioned on the end wall 11 midway between the walls 8 
and 9, with the tab, accordingly, shifted along the wall 
17 to register herewith. It is clear that, when held by the 
tab with the container vertical or substantially so, the 
enclosure 5 will hang from the upper end of the tray 
and, thereby, will retain the articles 18 in the tray cav 
ity. Thus, by engaging an opening 20 in the tab with a 
hook or other hanger 21 on a wall, display card, or 
other device, the present containerremains suspended 
and in capsule-housing position. 
When access to the articles 18 is desired, the con 

tainer is removed from its hanger 21 and, with the tray 
bottom 14 down, the tab 7 is pushed to dislodge the 
tray 6 from the enclosure 5. The tray is then turned 
180° and the same, tray wall 16 first, is reinserted into 
the enclosure 5. The tab 7 now extends from the open 
end of the enclosure as shown in FIGS. 2, S and 6 so 
the same may be used as a pull to slide the tray 6 to a 
position partly or fully from the enclosure 5, as desired, 
to give access to the articles 18. 
To provide an orderly arrangement of a plurality of 

such containers, the same may be arranged in side-by 
side stacks, as suggested in FIGS. 3 and 4. The arrange 
ment is similar to that ofa card ?le in which the stacked 
enclosures 5 remain stationary and in their pre 
arranged order, and the trays may be pulled by their re 
spective tabs partly or fully from the enclosures and re 
turned to their assigned positions as initially arranged. 
To this end, the four faces of the enclosure walls may 
be provided with longitudinal tongues 22 and grooves 
23 in such arrangement that the tongues 22 on the sides 
10 of one container and the grooves 23 in the sides 10 
of a container adjacent thereto on either side, inter?t, 
as shown in FIG. 6. Similarly, the enclosure walls 8 and 
9 are provided with tongues 22 on the wall 8 and 
grooves 23 in the wall 9, as best seen in FIG. 2. 
Except that the number of such tongues and grooves 

in the respective enclosure walls 8, 9 and 10 may vary, 
those on the walls 8 and 9 should be so selected, i.e., 
have tongue only on wall 8 and their grooves always in 
wall 9. Thus, as can be seen from FIG. 6, the containers 
inter?t with the tray of each open at the top. 
By dovetailing said tongues and grooves, the contain 

ers of a plurality of stacks thereof may be interlocked 
by merely sliding them relatively while in endwise en 
gagement. 
While the foregoing has illustrated and described 

what is not contemplated to be the best mode of carry 
ing out the invention, the construction is, of course, 
subject to modification without departing from the 
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4 
spirit and scope of the invention. 
Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 

and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 
l. A convertible container for capsules or like items, 

comprising: 
an enclosure having a wall at one end, the opposite 
end being open, said wall having an opening 
therein, 

a tray telescopically engaged in said enclosure and 
having an end wall provided with a tab extending 
longitudinally from said end wall, 

said tab, when the tray is entered into the enclosure 
tab-end ?rst, extending through the mentioned 
opening in the end wall of the enclosure and 
adapted to serve as a hanger for the container, the 
enclosure of which retains the items in the tray 
while so hung, and 

said tray, when the container is removed from its 
hanger, withdrawn from the enclosure, turned 
180°, and reinserted into the enclosure so the tab 
on the tray extends outwardly from the open end 
of said enclosure serving as a pull to slide the tray 
at least partly to a position affording access to the 
items in the tray. 

2. A convertible container according to claim 1 in 
which the tray is provided with a bottom and the tab 
comprises a flat member in parallelism with said tray 
bottom, the mentioned opening generally conforming 
in shape to that of the tab. 

3. A convertible container according to claim 1 in 
which the enclosure has a parallelepiped form, a plural 
ity of said containers with the tabs thereof extending 
from the open ends of their respective enclosures, 
being adapted to be arranged in a stack, each container 
resting on the container therebeneath, the trays of said 
containers being individually slidable from their re 
spective enclosures when the respective tabs thereof 
are pulled. 

4. A convertible container according to claim 3 in 
which a plurality of such stacks, in side-by-side relation 
form a card ?le-like assembly of containers in which 
the enclosures thereof retain their positions in the sev 
eral stacks during removal and replacement of the trays 
of the containers. - 

5. A convertible container according to claim 1 in 
which the tab is coplanar with the open top of the tray 
and the opening in the end wall being located to receive 
said tab when the tray is entered into the enclosure tab 
end ?rst. 

6. A plurality of convertible containers according to 
claim 3 in which each of the four walls of each con 
tainer enclosure is provided with inter?tting tongues 
and grooves on the adjacent outer surfaces of the adja 
cent containers. 

7. A plurality of convertible containers according to 
claim 6 in which said tongues and grooves are formedv 
to have a dovetail inter?t. 

8. A plurality of convertible containers according to 
claim 7 in which the mentioned tongues and grooves 
are slidingly engaged and extend longitudinally parallel 
with the longitudinal extent of the trays engaged with 
the enclosures of said containers. 

It‘ ‘I 1i 1i * 


