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PREFABRICATED HOUSE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

a. Field of the Invention 
' The present invention relates to a prefabricated 

house which, like tent for camp, can be easily conveyed 
and easily assembled and disassembled and which can 
be used as a prefabricated bungalow, hut, lodge, etc. 

b. Field of the Prior Art 
A prefabricated house constructed by connecting 

members together by means of nails, bolts and nuts, 
welds, adhesives, etc. has heretofore been known. 
However, such system of connecting members to 

gether by means of nails, bolts and nuts, welds, adhe 
sives, etc. deponds much on field work, thus being far 
fromachieving the ultimate goal of prefabricated con 
struction to manufacture all components of a building 
in factories and tosimplify ?eld work as much as possi 
ble. The system requires much time and labor in assem 
bling operation, and a house, once constructed on such 
system, is very dif?cult to disassemble and even if disas 
sembly could be somehow effected, the parts could 
hardly be put to use for re-fabrication. Moreover, with 
parts connected together by nails, bolts and nuts, 
welds, adhesives, etc., the resulting junction is, as it 
were, a point, or it is localized, with the result that the 
strength of junction between structural members is low. 
Further, it is necessary to provide a waterproof packing 
or the like between connected members to fill the 
clearance therebetween for preventing the entrance of 
water. Further, it is undesirable from the aesthetic 
point of view that the bolts and nuts are exposed here 
and there. ’ 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a prepabricated 
house which comprises a number of prefabrication unit 
panels peripherally provided with dovetail recesses or 
projections adapted to be dovetail-wise interconnected 

' lengthwise and breadthwise and likewise disconnected 
thereby to permit easy and quick assembly and dam 
age-free disassembly of the house, and which will with 
stand repeated use through alternate assembling and 
disassembling operations and is convenient for convey 
ance, wherein the strength of junction between parts is 
especially greatly increased due to the fit extending 
throughout the length of the contacted region and wa 
terproo?ng at the junctions is achieved without using 
any waterproof packings; the prefabricated house thus 
constracted has a pleasing appearance. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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In the drawings showing preferred embodiments of 55 
the invention: - 

FIG. 1 is a complete perspective view of a prefabri 
cated house of gable roof construction; , 
FIG. 2 is a complete perspective view of a pra 

bricated house of hipped-roof construction; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged perspectiveview of a prefabri 

cation unit panel, a portion thereof being cut away; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional plan view of a 

junction between two prefabrication unit panels; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged side view, in longitudinal sec 

tion, of a junction between a prefabrication unit panel 
and a sill beam; 
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FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional plan view of a 

junction between two prefabrication unit panels at a 
corner of a house; 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged side view, in longitudinal sec 

tion, of a junction between a prefabricated unit panel 
and a triangular panel at an end of a gable roof; 
FIG. 8 is an enlarged side view, in longitudinal sec 

tion of a junction between a ridge piece and roof panels 
at both sides of a gable roof; 
FIG. 9 is an enlarge perspective view of a roof panel 

for gable roof, a portion of said roof panel being cut 
away; ' I ' ' . 

FIG. 10 is an enlarged side view, in longitudinal sec 
tion, of a junction between two roof panels; 
FIG. 11 is an enlarged side view, in longitudinal sec 

tion, of a junction between a roof panel and a triangular 
panel at an end surface of a hipped-roof; 
FIG. 12 is an enlarged perspective of a triangular roof 

panel for hipped-roof, a portion of said panel being cut 
away; 
FIG. 13 is an enlarged side view, in longitudinal sec 

tion, of a junction between two roof panels forming a 
surface of a hipped-roof; 
FIG. 14 is an enlarged side view, in longitudinal sec 

tion, of a junction between two roof panels forming two 
adjacent surfaces of a hipped-roof; 
FIG. 15 is an enlarged side view, in longitudinal sec 

tion, of a junction between a roof panel for hipped-roof 
and a prefabrication unit panel forming a peripheral 
wall; 
FIG. 16 is a front view of the 'top of a hipped-roof, a 

portion thereof being cut away; 
FIG. 17 is an enlarged cross-sectional plan view of a 

junction in cases where the connection between two 
prefabrication panels fonning a peripheral surface is 
effected by a different arrangement; 
FIG. 18 is a plan view of the doorway to a house; 
FIG. 19 is a cross-sectional plan view thereof; 
FIG. 20 is a side view, in longitudinal section, of a 

window panel; . 

FIG. 21 is a plan view showing the connection of sill 
beams; 
FIG. 22 is a perspective view of a socket member for 

use at an end of a sill beam; 
FIG. 23 is a sectional view of a sill beam on which a 

socket member is mounted; 
FIG. 24 is a perspective view of a junction between 

a partition sill beam and a peripheral small sill beam; 
FIG. 25 is a perspective view of the ?oor of a house 

installed with floor panels; 
FIG. 26 is a side view, in longitudinal section, of a sill 

beam installed on a concrete foundation; 
FIG. 27 is a front view of a house installed on a slope 

site; and 
FIG. 28 is a perspective view of a connecting section 

for the connection between a peripheral wall panel and 
a leg bar when a house is installed on a slope site. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

A prefabricated house in accordance with the pres 
ent invention may be of gable roof construction as 
shown in FIG. 1 or of hipped-roof construction as 
shown in FIG. 2. In either case, basically, such house 
is constructed by dovetail-wise interconnecting prefab 
rication unit panels 1. 



3,738,083 
3 

It is to be understood that the term “dovetail" used 
herein is used in a broader sense, referring not only to 
the usual dovetail joint but also to other joints equiva 
lent thereto having recess and projection means in that 
said means is so designed that the connection and dis 
connection of a pair ‘of members provided with said 
means can be effected in one direction alone. 
The prefabrication unit panel 1 in the present inven 

tion, as shown in FIG. 3, is prepared by forming a core 
body cut to a tetragon of a material which is highly non 
combustibile, waterproof and heat insulating and which 
is light in weight, e.g., foamed styrol, applying colored 
aluminum foils to both sides of said core body to form 
a main body 2, and surrounding the periphery of said 
main body with aluminum shape mambers 3, which 
have the function of reinforcing the main body 2 and 
also the function of connecting the panels together. 
Such aluminum shape member 3 is produced as by an 
aluminum extniding'machine in such a manner as to 
minimize the weight, have a shape providing a high re 
inforcing action, and have a dovetail recess 5 or a dove 
tail projection 6. The prefabrication unit panel 1 is con 
structed by peripherally fitting the main body 2 into 
grooves 4 in the aluminum shape members 3 and 
clamping the longitudinal and horizontal aluminum 
shape members 3 against the main body by screws 7 at 
the four corners by making use of tapped holes 3’ 
formed in the members 3. 
The peripheral walls of a prefabricated house of the 

present invention are constructed by dovetail-wise in 
terconnecting a plurality of said prefabrication unit 
panels 1 in the direction of width. In this case, adjacent 
prefabrication unit panels 1 are dovetail-wise intercon 
nected by the dovetail recesses 5 and dovetail projec 
tions 6 of the adjacent edges, as shown in FIG. 4. The 
innermost portion of the recess 5 (or projection 6) of 
the prefabrication unit panel 1 is provided with steps 
5', thereby forming inner and outer water passageways 
5" at the ?tting region whereby rainwater pouring on 
the peripheral walls‘can be positively prevented from 
entering the inside of the house through the ?tting re 
gion. Further, the junction clearance at said ?tting re 
gion is shaped to have an intricate labyrinth effective 
to prevent draughts from directly coming in through 
the junction. In order to construct a peripheral wall in 
a straight line, prefabrication unit panels 1 are dovetail 
wise connected to a sill beam 8, Such sill beam is 
formed by an aluminum extruding machine to have a 
channel shape as shown in FIG. 5 having a dovetail pro 
jection 9 integrally formed thereon throughout the 
upper surface. Thus, the dovetail recess 5 of the bottom 
side of the prefabrication unit panels 1 are dovetail 
wise connected to the dovetail projection 9. In this 
manner, the prefabrication unit panels form peripheral 
walls of equal hight, each wall having its constituent 
panels connected in a straight line without any surface 
uneveness. 

Used in the corners of the peripheral walls of a pre 
fabricated house are corner engagement columns 12 of 
hollow tetragonal cross-section formed by an alumi 
num extruding machine, each having dovetail recesses 
10 or dovetail projections 11 on two adjacent surfaces 
throughout the length of the latter. Thus, the dovetail 
projections 5 or dovetail recesses 6 of the lateral edges 
of the prefabrication unit panel 1 are dovetail-wise con 
nected to the dovetail recesses 10 or dovetail frojec 
tions 11 of two adjacent surfaces of the comer engage 
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4 
ment column 12. In this case, the innermost portion of 
the dovetail recesses 10 (or projections 11) of the cor 
ner engagement column 12 is provided with steps 10' 
adapted to be engaged with the steps 5 " of the recess 
5' at the side of the prefabrication unit panel I to form 
two inner and outer water passageways 10'’. The latter 
prevent water and draughts from directly coming in 
through the junction. 
After the four peripheral walls for a prefabricated 

house have been constructed in this manner, when it is 
desired to built a house having a gable roof as shown 
in FIG. 1, right triangular panels 14 for installing a 
ridge 'piece 13 will be connected to the upper sides of 
the prefabrication unit panels 1, as shown in FIG. 1. 
The right triangular panel 14 is prepared by forming a 
main body 15 cut to a right triangular shape of the same 
material of the above-mentioned main body 2 of the 
prefabrication unit panel 1 and surrounding the periph 
ery of said main body 15 with aluminum shape mem 
bers 16. Its construction is substantially the same as 
that of the prefabrication unit panel. Four right triangu 
lar panels 14 are used and dovetail-wise connected in 
pairs to provide two isosceles triangular panels, which 
are then dovetail-wise connected at their bases to the 
upper sides of the opposed two of the four peripheral 
walls of the prefabricated house by inserting them lat 
erally as shown in FIG. 7. i 
The ridge piece 13 lies with each end thereof re 

ceived in a notch formed in the vertex of each of said 
isosceles triangular panels 17. As shown in FIG. 8, the 
ridge piece 13 is formed of an aluminum shape member 
of hollow cross-section having a dovetail . recess 18 
formed integral therewith. Fitted laterally into the 
dovetail recess 18 of the ridge piece 13 is a projection 
20 on the lower surface of a ridge piece carrier 19. As 
shown in FIG. 8, roof panels 22 are laterally brought 
into engagement with projections 21 formed integral 
with the opposed lateral sides of the intermediate por 
tion of the ridge piece carrier 19, and also with the 
dovetail recesses 5 in the upper surfaces of the prefab 
rication unit panels 1 which form‘two peripheral walls, 
thereby forming a gable roof. The roof panel 22, as 
shown in FIG. 9, comprises a main body partitioned 
into main bodies 23 and 23' for the covering portion 
and roof portion, respectively, three top, middle and 
bottom transverse sash bars 24, 25 and 26, and two ion 
gitudinal sash bars 27 and 28. The main bodies 23 and 
23’ are formed of the same material as that of the main 
body 2 of the prefabrication unit panel 1. The trans 
verse sash bar 24, as shown in FIG. 9, has a recess 24’ 
in the inner side for receiving the upper portion of the 
main body 23’ of the roof portion and a recess 24" in 
the opposite or outer side. The recess 24" in the outer 
side is so formed that one of the projections 21 on the 
intermediate portion of the ridge piece carrier 19 of 
FIG. 8 can be inserted into it in the direction of the 
gable surface. The intermediate transverse sash bar 25, 
as shown in FIG. 9, is provided at both sides thereof 
with recesses 25' and 25" for receiving the lower por 
tion of the main body 23' of the roof portion and the 
upper portion of the main body 23 of the covering por 
tion, respectively, and it also has a projection 25"’ on 
the lower surface thereof adapted to be fitted into the 
recess 5 of the upper surface of the prefabrication 
panel of FIG. 8. Further, the two longitudinal sash bars 
27 and 28 are provided at their respective inner sur 
faces with recesses 27’ and 28' for receiving both sides 
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of the main body 23 of the covering portion and both 
sides of the main body 23' of the roof portion, and they 
are also provided at their outer surfaces witha dovetail 
recess 29 and projection 30, respectively. The dovetail 
recess and projection 29 and 30, respectively, are pro 

' vided at their innermost portions with steps 29 and 30’, 
respectively. These three transverse sash bars 24, 25, 
26 and two longitudinal sash bars 27, 28 surround the 
main body 23 of the covering portion and the main 
body 23’ of the roof portion and are connected to 
gether by screws 31, thereby forming a single roof 
panel 22. Incidentally, the covering portion may some 
times be omitted from the roof panel. The manner in 
which the roof panels22 are ?tted to the projections 21 
on the intermediate portion of the ridge piece carrier 
19 of FIG. 8 and the dovetail recesses 5 of the upper 
surfaces of the prefabrication unit panels 1 will now be 
described in more detail. Initially, a first roof panel 22 
is placed in position by laterally ?tting, the recess 24" 
of the top transverse sash bar 24 thereof over one pro 
jection 21 on the intermediate portion of the ridge 
piece carrier 19 and, at the same time, laterally, ?tting 
the projection 25"’ on the lower surface of the inter 
mediate transverse sash bar 25 into the dovetail recess 
5 of the upper surface of the prefabrication unit panel 
1, leaving the distal longitudinal sash bar 28 intact. 
Next, a second roof panel 22 is inserted from above or 
below into the dovetail recess 29 of the longitudinal 
sash bar 28 with the help of the projection 30 on the 
longitudinal sash bar 27, as shown in FIG. 10, whereby 
two roof pannels 22 are transversely interconnected. 
The second roof panel 22 is then laterally moved to be 
engaged with the ridge piece carrier 19 and the upper 
portion of the prefabrication unit panel 1. A third roof 
panel 22, as well as those that follow, will be likewise 
?tted. A corner engagement beam 32, as shown in FIG. 
11, is brought into engagement with the dovetail recess 
29 or projection 30 of the longitudinal sash bar 27 or 
28 of the end roof panel 22 and also with the recess 16' 
or projection 16" of the upper aluminum shape mem 
ber 16 of the triangular panel 14. Incidentally, as shown 
in FIG. 10, the junction between roof panels 22 is 
formed with water passageways 33 and 34 by the steps 
29' of the innermost portion of the recess 29 (or pro 
jectionv 30), thereby positively preventing leaking of 
rain. Finally, as shown in FIG. 8, a ridge cover plate 36 
is mounted by laterally inserting its recess 36' over the 
projection 35 of the top of the ridge piece carrier 19, 
thereby completing the prefabricated house of gable 
roof construction shown in FIG. 1. 
Next, the prefabricated house of hipped-roof con 

struction shown in FIG. 2 will now be described. In this 
case, since the construction of the peripheral walls and 
sill of the prefabricated house is exactly the same as 
that for the prefabricated house of gable roof construc_ 
tion, a description of the detailed construction thereof 
will be omitted. Thus the attaching construction of the 
roof panels is somewhat different. That is, the roof 
panel 37, as shown in FIG. 12, is formed of a main body 
37a cut to a right triangular shape and surrounded with 
aluminum shape members 37b. The main body 37a is 
of the same material as that of the main body of the 
prefabrication unit panel I. The outer surface of the 
aluminum shape member 37b is formed with a dovetail 
recess 37b’ or projection 37b". The construction of the 
hipped-roof is initiated by fitting the lower projection 
40' of a pole plate 40 into the dovetail recesses 5 of the 
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6 
upper sides of the prefabrication unit panels 1 forming 
a peripheral wall, as shown in FIG. 15. Next, two roof 
panels 37 are used and their aluminum shape members 
37b are placed on the upper projections 40" of the op 
posed pole plates 40 for the peripheral walls. A latch 
42 is ?tted into the recesses 37b’ of the upper alumi 
num shape members 37b of these- two roof panels 37, 
as shown in FIG. 16. The upper sides of these two roof 
panels 37 are connected to a canopy 38 by means of 
stainless steel bolts and nuts 44, 44', as shown in FIG. 
16. At the same time, the lower portions of these, two 
roof panels 37 are connected to the latch 42 by means 
of stainless stell bolts 41 screwed into nuts 41' embed 
ded in the lower aluminum shape members 37b of the 
roof panels 37. Other roof panels 37 are them ?tted 
along the sides of said two panels 37 from below, with 
the lower and upper portions thereof being connected 
to the pole plate 40 and canopy 43. This ?tting is ef 
fected by the use of the dovetail recesses 37b’ and pro 
jections 37b" of the lateral edges of the roof panels 37 
in the manner shown in FIG. 13. This junction, as 
shown in FIG. 13, is formed with two inner and outer 
water passageways 38 de?ned by the steps 37b" 
formed in the innermost portion of the projection 37b 
(or recess 37b’), thereby positively preventing leaking 
of rain. The above-mentioned roof panel is of a right 
triangular shape, and two such roof pannels, when 
transversely interconnected, constitute a surface of the 
hipped-roof. Next, an engagement beam 39 made of a 
hollow aluminum shape member having an inverted 
trapezoidal cross-section as shown in FIG. 14 is ?tted 
along each edge of the hipped-roof which is a quadran 
gular pyramid. In this case also, the ?tting is effected 
by the use of dovetail projections 39’ formed on both 
sides of the engagement beam 39, and the junction is 
also formed with water passageways 39"’ de?ned by 
steps 39" formed in the innermost portion of the pro 
jection 39' on each side, thereby preventing leaking of 
rain. It will be seen that the hipped-roof thus con 
structed is an isosceles triangule in each of its surfaces 
forming a quadrangular pyramid. Thereby, the prefab 
ricated house of hipped roof construction shown in 
FIG. 2 is completed. 

It is possible to further facilitate the assembly and dis 
assembly of the prefabricated house of the present in 
vention by the use of the following connections. 
As shown in FIG. 17, an intermediate engagement 

column 45 formed of an aluminum shape member is 
used for effecting lateral connection between prefabri 
cation unit pannels l forming a peripheral wall of a pre 
fabricated house, said column being formed at both 
sides thereof with dovetail projections (or recesses) 45' 
for dovetail connection. By this measure, assembling 
and disassembling operations can be facilitated, since 
assembly and disassemble can be effected simply by in 
serting and withdrawing the intermediate engagement 
column 45 between two prefabrication unit panels 1. 
Further, it is possible to provide both the engagement 
column and the prefabrication unit panel with dovetail 
recesses of projections of the same shape on both sides. ' 
The above-mentioned construction using the inter 

mediate engagement column 45 may be applicable not 
only to the peripheral walls of a prefabricated house 
but also to the connection between two roof panels 22 
and between two right triangular panels 14 for roof side 
in the case of the gable roof shown in FIG. 1 and to the 
connection between two right triangular roof panels 37 
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in the case of the hipped-roof construction shown in 
FIG. 2 while providing similar functions and merits. 

Further, the peripheral walls of the prefabricated 
house of hipped-roof construction of the invention are 
not limited in shape to a tetragon, but they may be in 
the shape of a hexagon, octagon, etc. In this case, the 
connection between peripheral wall comers is effected 
by the use of a corner engagement column having a 
trapezoidal cross-section similar to that shown in FIG. 
14, with the angle between both lateral surfaces being 
adapted for the particular polygon. 

Further, the doorway to a house is constructed in the 
manner shown in FIGS. 18 and 19. Thus, the doorway 
comprises a door panel 46 interposed between prefab 
rication unit panels 1 constituting a peripheral wall of 
the house in such a manner as to be free to be opened 
and closed with the help of a hinge member 47. The 
door panel 46 has a main body out to a tetragonal shape 
and surrounded with aluminum shape members 60. 
The door panel 46 is provided at both lateral edges 
thereof with cylindrical projections 51 integral with the 
aluminum shape members 50. In FIGS. 18 and 19, the 
numerals 52 and 53 denote a door stopper and a door 
support column, respectively, dovetail-wise connected 
to both lateral edges of the prefabrication unit panels 
1 on both sides of the doorway. The door support col 
umn 53 has a cylindrical projection 54 integral there 
with. The hinge member 47 is fitted over the cylindrical 
projection 51 of the door panel 46 and the cylindrical 
projection 54 of the door support column 53, thereby 
pivotally mounting the door panel 46 for opening and 
closing movements with respect to the door support 
column 53. The hinge member 47 has a slipping off 
preventive member 56 ?xed to the upper portion of its 
recess 55 ?tted over the cylindrical projection 54 of the 
door support column 53 by means of a screw 57, the 
lower end of said slipping off preventive member 56 
abutting against the upper end of the cylindrical projec 
tion 54 of the door support column '53, thereby pre 
venting the downward slipping off of the hinge member 
47. Further, the prevention of the door panel 46 from 
slipping off relative to the hinge member 47 is ensured 
by a slipping off preventive member 60 ?xed to the 
lower portion of the other recess 58 of the hinge mem 
ber 47. 

Further, as shown in FIG. 20, the door of the house 
of the invention is constructed by placing a panel 62 
such as veneer board, wooden plate or almnium plate 
in the lower half within a tetragonal aluminum shape 
frame 61 of the same construction as the prefabrication 
unit panel 1 and a glass sheet 63 in the upper half in 
such a manner that it is free to move upwardly and 
downwardly and that the degree of opening of the win 
dow can be adjusted. 
The outer periphery of the aluminum shape frame 61 

is provided with a dovetail recess (or projection) 65 
and has the same external form as that of the prifabri 
cation unit panel, the method of connection therefor 
being also the same as that for the prefabrication unit 
panel 1. 

Further, the connection at the corners of the sill 
beams 8 is effected by obliquely cutting both ends of 
each sill beam 8 as shown’in FIG. 8, ?tting socket mem 
bers 66 shown in FIG. 22 over the sill beams 8 as shown 
in chain lines in FIG. 21, and securing them in position 
by stainless steel bolts 67 as shown in FIG. 23. In FIG. 
21, the numerals 68 and 69 denote sill beams used 
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when it is desired to effect partition. When it is desired 
to connect the sill beams 68 and 69 to sill beams 8 asso 
ciated with peripheral walls, socket members 70 as 
shown in FIG. 24 are secured to the sill beams 8 by 
stainless steel bolts 71 and them the sill beams 68 and 
69 are inserted into socket members. 

Further, the connection between the sill beams 8 and 
the prefabrication unit panels 1 of a house of the inven 
tion may be effected by providing L-shaped projections 
72 on the sill beams 8 as shown in FIG. 23, engaging 
said projections 72 with the dovetail recesses S of the 
lower sides of the panels 1 and using square bars 73 for 
the purpose of preventing slipping off. Such method of 
connection is advantageous in that the panels 1 can be 
easily disconnected from the sill beams 8 by the re 
moval of the square bars 73 and that the connection be 
tween‘ the sill beams 8 and panels 1 can also be easily 
effected. 

In cases where ?oor panels 74 are used with a house 
of the invention, ?oor sash bars 75 will be attached to 
the sill beams 8 as shown in FIG. 25. The floor sash bars 
75 are supported on brackets 77 secured to the sill 
beams by stainless steel bolts 76. 

Further, it is also possible to use a house of the inven 
tion by installing the sill beams directly on the ground. 
Thus they may be installed on a concrete foundation 
constructed on the ground, as shown in FIG. 26. In 
FIG. 26, the numeral 79 denotes an anchor bolt having 
its lower portion embedded in the concrete foundation 
78; 80, a nut therefor; 81, a washer; and the numeral 
82 denotes an opening provided in the side of a sill 
beam 8 for turning the nut 80. 
When a house of the invention is installed directly on 

the ground, if the ground is inclined or uneven, then 
stainless steel leg bars 83 adjustable in height are used, 
as shown in FIG. 27. In this case, instead of using the 
sill beams 8, the intermediate engagement columns 45 
and comer engagement columns 12 described previ 
ously are used for lateral connection of the panels 1 
forming the peripheral walls and a panel-receiving 
plate 84 as shown in FIG. 28 is secured to the lower end 
of each engagement column 45, 12 by screws 85. A nut 
86 is rigidly secured to each panel-receiving plate 84 
and the upper threaded portion 87 of the leg bar 83 is 
screwed into the nut 86. The nuts 86 are received in the 
hollow portions 88 of the engagement columns 45 and 
12 arid it is so arranged that the upper threaded portion 
87 of the leg bar 83 can be received in the hollow por 
tion 88. In FIG. 28, the numeral 89 denotes a seat plate 
secured to the lower end portion of the leg bar 83, said 
seat plate serving to plevent the leg bar from sinking 
into the ground. 
Whiles there have been described herein what are at 

present considered preferred embodiments of the sev 
eral features of the invention, it will be obvious to these 
skilled in the art that modifications and changes may be 
made without departing from the essence of the inven 
tion. 

It is therefore to be understood that the examplary 
embodiments thereof are illustrative and not restrictive 
of the invention, the scope of which is defined in the 
oppended claims and that all modi?cations that come 
within the meaning and range of equivalency of the 
claims are intended to be included therein. 

I claim: _ 

1; A prefabricated house comprising a plurality of 
panel members in assembled, interconnected relation 
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ship forming the walls of the house, the vertical edge of 
at least one of said panel members being provided with 
a pair of laterally spaced, parallel, longitudinally ex 
tending projecting side wall portions, the free ends of 
said projecting side wall portions being provided with 
inwardly extending ?ange portions at right angles 
thereto, said wall and ?ange portions forming a ?rst 
longitudinally extending channel member along said 
vertical edge having a centrally positioned, longitudi 
nally extending slot therealong, the vertical edge of the 
next adjacent and interconnected panel member hav 
ing longitudinally extending projecting leg means cen 
trally positioned along said vertical edge and positioned 
in said longitudinal slot of the adjacent panel member, 
said projecting leg means being provided on either side 
thereof with a foot portion extending outwardly there 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

10 
from at substantially right angles thereto, said leg por 
tion and foot portion being in interfitted relationship 
within the formed channel member of the adjacent 
panel in a dovetail manner, the free end of each of the 
foot portions being provided with a notch portion ex 
tending along its longitudinal length at the corner of its 
outer extremity facing the inner surfaces of the wall 
and ?ange portions of said ?rst channel member and 
forming therewith vertical drain means between the 
said projecting parts of the adjoining panel members. 

2. A prefabricated house construction in accordance 
with claim 1 wherein said leg means include a pair of 
laterally spaced parallel leg portions, with each leg por 
tion being provided with an outwardly extending foot 
portionnotched. ' 

* * * * =l! 


