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ABSTRACT ' 

A head covering, which can be adjusted to accommo~ 
date substantially all adult head-sizes, has a plural 
section side and releasable securing means to releas 
ably hold the free edges of a lapping section and of a 
lapped section of that side in selectively different 
lapped positions. The lower end of the free edge of the 
lapping section of- the side is spaced below the lower. 
edge of the lapped section of that side, whenever those 
sections are unstressed and are in a condition of mini 
mum lapping; but that lower end of that free edge en 
gages and slightly raises the lower edge of that lapped 
section whenever those sections are in a condition of 
maximum lapping. A tab, carried by the lapping section 
of the side, requires the free edge of the lapped section 
of the side to be passed inwardly of the free edge of the 
lapping section of said side, and thus makes certain that 
the free edge of the lapped section is overlain and con 
cealed by the free edge of the lapping section. 

9 Claims, 12 Drawing Figures 
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ADJUSTABLE-SIZE liIlEAll) (IOVERING 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

Head coverings usually are made in speci?c sizes to 
accommodate speci?c head-sizes; and the problem of 
maintaining a stock of head coverings in various spe 
ci?c head-sizes can be troublesome, because of the cost 
of purchasing and stocking adequate quantities of each 
size of head covering. The problem is multiplied by the 
desire of the public for head coverings of different col 
ors, styles and materials. The cost of purchasing and 
stocking adequate quantities of each size of head cov 
ering can be reduced by providing a head covering 
which can be adjusted to accommodate many different 
head-sizes. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART: 

In recognition of the advantages which could be af 
forded by a head covering that could be adjusted to ac 
commodate many different head-sizes, head coverings 
have been made which had portions of the rear of the 
sides thereof cut-away, and which had adjusting straps 
spanning the cut-away portions. By adjusting the 
lengths of the adjusting straps of those head coverings, 
it is possible to adjust the head-sizes of those head cov 
erings. However, many persons feel that the cut-away 
portions at. the rear of the sides of the head coverings 
materially detract from the appearances of those head 
coverings. Other head coverings have been made which 
had plural-section sides and wherein the free edge of 
one section of the side overlapped the free edge of the 
other section of that side; and such head coverings did 
not have the cut-away portions at the rear of the sides 
thereof which some persons feel are unsightly. Head 
coverings with lapped plural-section sides reduced the 
problem of purchasing and stocking adequate quanti 
ties of each size of head covering; because such head 
coverings were made in two size ranges to accommo 
date essentially all adult head-sizes. Speci?cally, head 
coverings with lapped plural-section sides were made in 
one size range covering head-sizes from six and three 
quarters to seven and one-eighth, and were made in a 
second size range covering head-sizes from seven and 
one-quarter to seven and five-eighths. While such head 
coverings materially reduced the problem of purchas 
ing and stocking adequate quantities of each size of 
head covering, unattractive and objectionable wrin 
kling of the free edges of the sections of the sides of 
those head coverings was noted; particularly in those 
instances where the sections of the sides were lapped 
to accommodate head-sizes close to the upper or the 
lower end of the adult head-size range. An attempt was 
made to use one of the large size-range lapping-section 
head coverings to accommodate all head-sizes in the 
adult head-size range; but the wrinkling of the free 
edges of the sections of the side of that head covering 
was very objectionable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION: 

The present invention provides a head covering 
which can be adjusted to accommodate essentially all 
head-sizes in the range of adult head-sizes; and yet that 
head covering is free of objectionable wrinkling. That 
head covering has a plural section side; and the free 
edges of those sections overlap each other in all head 
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sizes. The lower end of the free edge of the lapping sec- ' 
tion of the side of the head covering is spaced below the 

2 
lower edge of the lapped section of the side whenever 
those sections are in unstressed condition and are set 
to accommodate a large head. The lower end of the 
free edge of the lapping section of the side will engage, 
and will slightly raise, the lower edge of the lapped sec 
tion whenever those sections are set to accommodate 
a small head. Any wrinkling which might occur in that 
head covering will essentially be restricted to the free 
edge of the lapped section of the side; and such wrin 
kling will be largely, if not completely, concealed by 
the free edge of the lapping section of the side. It is, 
therefore, an object of the present invention to provide 
a head covering with a plural-section side wherein the 
lower end of the free edge of the lapping section is 
spaced below the lower edge of the lapped section of 
the side whenever those sections are in unstressed con 
dition and are set to accommodate a large head, but en 
gages and slightly raises the lower edge of the lapped 
section whenever those sections are set to accommo 
date a small head. 
Securing means are provided to releasably hold the 

ends of the lapping and lapped sections of the side of 
the head covering in selectively different lapped posi 
tions; and those securing means include an elongated 
fastening strip which is carried by the lapped section of 
the side and a shorter fastening strip which is carried by 
the lapping section of that side. The elongated fasten 
ing strip is secured to the inner surface of the portion 
of the sweat band which is on the lapped section of the 
side, but the shorter fastening strip is secured to the 
outer face of the portion of the sweat band which is on 
the lapping section of that side; and the free end of the 
portion of the sweat band which is on the lapping sec 
tion of the side must be disposed inwardly of, and must 
confront, the portion of the sweat band which is on the 
lapped section of that side. To enable the lapped and 
lapping sections of the side to provide a smooth and at 
tractive appearance for the rear of the head covering, 
the free end of the lapped section of that side must fit 
into the space between the outer surface of the lapping 
section and the outer surface of the portion of the 
sweat band which is on that lapping section. To make 
certain that each sales person and each potential buyer 
of the head covering will insert the free end of the 
lapped section of the side into the space between the 
outer surface of the lapping section and the outer sur 
face of the portion of the sweat band which is on that 
lapping section, the present invention provides a tab at 
the outer surface of the lapping section of the side adja 
cent the free edge of that lapping section. That tab will 
overlie the exposed portion of the fastening strip which 
is carried on the lapping section, and thus will keep any 
sales personvor potential buyer of the head covering 
from securing the free end of the lapped section of the 
side to the lapping section of that side while the free 
edge of that lapped section is disposed outwardly of the 
outer surface of that lapping section. It is, therefore, an 
object of the present invention to provide a tab at the 
outer surface of the lapping section of the side of a 
head covering which will keep sales persons or poten 
tial buyers of that head covering from securing the free 
end of the lapped section of that side to the lapping sec 
tion of that side while the free edge of that lapped sec 
tion is disposed outwardly of the outer surface of that 
lapping section. 
Other and further objects and advantages of the pres 

ent invention should become apparent from an exami 
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nation of the drawing and accompanying description. 
In the drawing and accompanying description a pre 

ferred embodiment of the present invention is shown 
and described but it is to be understood that the draw 
ing and accompanying description are for the purpose 
of illustration only and do not limit the invention and 
that the invention will be de?ned by the appended 
claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one preferred embodi 
ment of cap that is made in accordance with the princi 
ples and teachings of the present invention, _ 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view, on a larger scale, through 

the cap of FIG. 1, and it is taken along the plane indi 
cated by the line 2—2 in FIG. 1, 
FIG. 3 is a partially broken-away, partially sectioned 

view, on the scale of FIG. 2, through the cap of FIG. 1, 
and it is taken along the plane indicated by the line 
3-3 of FIG. 2, 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view, on the scale of FIG. 2, 

through the cap of FIG. 1, and it is taken along the 
plane indicated by the line 4—4 in FIG. 3, 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view, on the scale of FIG. 1, 

of a portion of the interior of the cap of FIG. 1 as that 
portion appears in inverted position, 
FIG. 6 is a partially broken-away, partially sectioned 

view, on the scale of FIG. 2, of the interior of part of 
the lapping section of the side of the cap of FIG. 1, and 
it shows the sweat band folded outwardly away from 
that interior, 
FIG. 7 is a view which is similar to that of FIG. 6 but 

wherein the sweat band abuts the inner surface of the 
lapping section, I 
FIG. 8 is a sectional view, on the scale of FIG. 2, 

through the lapping section of the cap shown in FIG. 1, 
and it is taken along the plane indicated by the line 
8—8 in FIG. 7, 
FIG. 9 is a partially broken-away view, on the scale 

of FIG. 2, of a portion of the interior of the lapped sec 
tion of the cap of FIG. 1, and it shows that portion in 
inverted position, 
FIG. 10 is a sectional view, on the scale of FIG. 2, 

through the lapped section of the cap of FIG. 1, and it 
is taken along the plane indicated by'the line 10-10 in 
FIG. 9, 
FIG. 11 is a schematic view which shows the two sec 

tions of the side of the cap of FIG. 1 in developed form, 
and . 

FIG. 12 is a view which is similar to that of FIG. 2 but 
wherein the tab is secured to the cap in a different man 
ner. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT: 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the numeral 20 
generally denotes one preferred embodiment of cap 
that is made in accordance with the principles and 
teachings of the present invention. That cap has a gen 
erally ovate tip 22 which extends forwardly and down 
wardly to a visor 24. The numeral 26 denotes one sec 
tion of the side of the cap 20; and that section is se 
cured to the tip 22 by an elongated strip 27 of fabric. 
The lower edge of the section 26 is folded under and 
extends upwardly along the inner face of a stiffening 
strip 28. The numeral 30 denotes the sweat band of the 
cap 20; and that sweat band has the upper and lower 
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edges thereof folded over the upper and lower edges, 
respectively, of a stiffening strip 32. One end of that 
sweat band and one end of that stiffening strip are bent 
inwardly and then back on themselves along the line 42 
in FIGS. 3, 4 and 9; and those ends are held by stitching 
33 and 35. 
The numeral 34 denotes a strip of fabric or plastic 

which is approximately 4 inches long and which prefer 
ably has a light color. That strip abuts the inner face of 
the sweat band 30; but it has the upper edge thereof ex- _ 
tending a short distance above the upper edge of that 
sweat band. The lower edge of the strip 34 passes under 
the lower edge of the sweat band 30 and extends up 
wardly between the upwardly directed lower edge of 
that sweat band and the upwardly directed lower edge 
of the section 26, as shown particularly by FIG. 2. The 
numeral 36 denotes a short, relatively narrow strip of 
fastening material which is capable of receiving and re 
leasably holding the hooks of fastening material sold 
under the trademark VELCRO. As indicated by FIG. 
2, the strip 36 is only about one-third as wide as the 
strip 34; and, as indicated by FIG. 9, the strip 36 is 
shorter than the strip 34. 
The stitches 33 are continuous and they extend 

throughout the length of the section 26 of the side of 
the cap 20; and those stitches securely interconnect the 
sweat band 30, the stiffening strip 32, the section 26, 
and the stiffening strip 28. The stitches 35 are continu 
ous and they extend throughout the length of the sweat 
band 30 and which effectively interconnect that sweat 
band and that stiffening strip. The numeral 38 denotes 
stitching of the open zig-zag type which secures the fas 
tening strip 36 and the strip 34 to the sweat band 30 
and the stiffening strip 32. That stitching is located in 
termediate the upper and lower edges of the fastening 
strip 36; and hence those upper and lower edges are 
free. Because the stitching 38 is open-type zig-zag 
stitching, and because that stitching leaves the upper 
and lower edges of the fastening strip 36 free, that fas 
tening strip can respond to externally applied forces to 
twist and distort slightly relative to the strip 34, the 
sweat band 30 and the stiffening strip 32. 
The numeral 40 denotes a binding which defines the 

free edge of the section 26 of the side of the cap 20; and 
that binding is shown particularly by FIGS. 3-5 and 9. 
That binding provides a smooth and attractive appear 
ance, as well as a smooth feel, for the free edge of the 
section 26. 
The numeral 44 denotes a second section of the side 

of the cap 20; and the upper edge of that section is se 
cured to the tip 22 by the elongated strip 27 of fabric. 
The free edge of the section 44 is denoted by the nu 
meral 46; and that free edge is inclined at an acute 
angle to the plane of the tip 22, as indicated particu 
larly by FIGS. 1, 3 and 5. The numeral 47 denotes a 
binding at the free edge 46 of the section 44 of the side 
of the cap 20; and that binding is shown particularly by 
FIGS. 4 and 6—8. A stiffening strip 48 is provided at the 
free edge 46 of the section 44, and that stiffening strip 
is encased by the binding 47, as shown by FIGS. 4 and 
8. 
The stiffening strip 28, the sweat band 30 and the 

stiffening strip 32 are secured to the lower edge of the 
section 44 by the stitches 33, as shown particularly by 
FIGS. 2 and ‘9. The portion of the sweat band 30 and 
the portion of the stiffening strip 32 which are secured 
to the section 44 of the side of the cap 20 have the free 
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ends thereof bent inwardly and then back on them 
selves at the line 52. The numeral 56 denotes a strip of 
hook-type fastening material sold under the trademark 
VELCRO, and that strip is releasably engageable with 
the fastening strip 36. Stitching 55 connects the strip 56 
of hook-type fastening material to the bent back por 
tions of stiffening strip 32 and of sweat band 30, and 
also connects those bent back portions to the adjacent 
portions of stiffening strip 32 and of sweat band 30. 
Like the stitching 38, the stitching 55 is of the open zig 
zag type. Further, the stitching 55 is located intermedi 
ate the upper and lower edges of the strip 56 of hook 
type fastening material; and hence those upper and 
lower edges are free. Because the stitching 55 is open~ 
type zig-zag stitching, and because that stitching leaves 
the upper and lower edges of the strip 56 of hook-type 
fastening material free, that strip can respond to exter 

' nally applied forces to twist and distort slightly relative 
to the sweat band 30 and the stiffening strip 32. 
The numeral 58 denotes a generally rectangular tab 

of stiff paper which is secured to the section 44 of the 
side of the cap 20 by staples 60 and that tab is shown 
by solid lines in FIG. 2, but it is shown by dotted lines 
in FIG. 1 to enable FIG. 1 to show the appearance of 
the rear of the cap 20 after that tab has been removed. 
That tab is readily separated from the section 44 by the 
removal of those staples. As indicated particularly by 
FIG. 1, the tab 58 is disposed adjacent to, but projects 
laterally to the left of, the free edge of the section 44. 
As a result, that tab overlies the portion of the strip 56 
of hook-type fastening material which is not overlain by 
the outer surface of the section 44. 
The sweat band 30 extends from the free edge 40 of 

the section 26 of the side of the cap 20 along the full 
length of the lower edge of that section, extends along 
the lower edge of the portion of the tip 22 which ex 
tends down to and is sewn to the visor 24, and extends 
along the full length of the lower edge of the section 44 
of that side to the free edge 46 of that section. The stiff 
ening strip 32 is coextensive ‘:with the sweat band 30; 
and that sweat band overlies the inner surface of that 
stiffening strip, and thereby presents a smooth and 
comfortable surface to the wearer’s head. The stiffen 
ing strip 28 extends from the free edge 40 of the section 
26 of the side of the cap 20 along the full length of the 
lower edge of that section, extends along the lower 
edge of the portion of the tip 22 which extends down 
to and is secured to the visor 24, and extends along the 
full length of the lower edge of the section 44 of that 
side to the free edge 46 of that section. The stiffening 
strips 28 and 32 coact with the folded lower edges of 
the sections 26 and 44 of the side of the cap 20 and 
with the sweat band 30 to provide the desired “body” 
for the lower edge of that cap. The stiffening strip 48 
coacts with the binding 47 to provide a desirable stiff 
ncss for the inclined free edge 46 of the section 44 of 
the side of cap 20. 
As indicated particularly by FIGS. 3 and 9, the strip 

34 has the following markings thereof: 6%, 67a, 7, 7%, 
7%, 7%, 7% and 7%. Those markings indicate the 
places where the reentrant end 52 of the sweat band 30 
should be placed to enable the cap 20 to accommodate 
heads of different sizes. Speci?cally, when the reen 
trant end 52 of the sweat band 30 is set adjacent the 
marking 6%, the cap 20 will accommodate the head of 
a person who wears a 6%-size cap. If, as indicated by 
FIG. 3, the reentrant end 52 of the sweat band 30 is set _ 
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adjacent the marking 7%, that cap will accommodate 
the head of a person who wears a 7%-size cap. 
FIG. 11 indicates, by solid lines, the developed posi 

tions of the sections 26 and 44 of the side of the cap 20 
when those sections are in condition of minimum lap 
ping, and thus enable that cap to accommodate a 7 % 
size head. As indicated particularly by FIG. 11, the 
upper end of the free edge 46 of the section 44 always 
laps the upper end of the free edge 40 of the section 26; 
and, in the said one preferred embodiment of the pres 
ent invention, the upper end of the free edge 46 of the 
section 44 always laps the upper end of the free edge 
40 of the section 26 by about ?ve-eighths of an inch. 
When the sections 44 and 26, of the said one preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, are in the condi 
tion of maximum lapping, the lower end of the free 
edge 46 of the section 44 laps the lower end of the free 
edge 40 of the section 26 by about 5% inches; and, 
when those sections are in the condition of minimum 
lapping, the lower end of the free edge 46 of the section 
44 laps the lower end of the free edge 40 of the section 
26 by about 3 inches. 
The upper end of the free edge 46 of the section 44 

is connected to the upper end of the free edge 40 of the 
section 26 by the elongated strip 27 of fabric at the 
point 61 in FIG. 1 l; and that point acts as a pivot about 
which the free edge 46 of the section 44 and the free 
edge 40 of the section 26 can pivot relative to each 
other. Although the free edge 40 of the section 26 
could be held stationary while the free edge 46 of the 
section 44 was pivoted relative to it about the point 61, 
and although the free edge 40 of section 26 and the free 
edge 46 of section 44 could be simultaneously pivoted 
relative ‘to each other about the point 61, FIG. 11 
shows the free edge 40 of the section 26 being pivoted 
relative to the free edge 46 of the section 44 about the 
point 61. 

In the solid-line position in FIG. 11, which represents 
a condition of minimum lapping of the free edges 46 
and 40 of the sections 44 and 26, and thus provides a 
7% head size, the lower end of the free edge 46 of the 
section 44 is spaced almost one-half of an inch below 
the lower edge of the section 26. At such time, the free 
edge 40 of the section 26 is subjected to no stress be 
cause of the free edge 46 of the section 44; and hence 
the free edge 40 of the section 26, as well as the free 
edge 46 of the section 44, can be essentially wrinkle 
free. Also, at such time, the free edge 46 of the section 
44 will provide, and will suggest that the cap 20 pro 
vides, a depth which corresponds to a 7%-size head. In 
the dotted-line position 66 in FIG. 11, which represents 
a condition close to the solid-line condition of mini 
mum lapping of the free edges 46 and 40 of the sections 
44 and 26, and thus provides a 7% head-size, the lower 
end of the free edge 46 of the section 44 is spaced al 
most one-quarter of an inch below the lower edge of 
the section 26. At such time, the free edge 40 of the 
section 26 is subjected to no stress because of the free 
edge 46 of the section 44; and hence the free edge 40 
of the section 26, as well as the free edge 46 of the sec 
tion 44, can be essentially wrinkle free. Also, at such 
time, the free edge 46 of the section 44 will provide, 
and will suggest that the cap 20 provides, a depth which 
corresponds to a 7%-size head. In the dotted-line posi 
tion 68 in FIG. 11, which represents a condition close 
to maximum lapping of the free edges 46 and 40 of the 
sections 44 and 26, and thus provides a 7% head-size, 



3,737,918 
7 

the lower end of the free edge 46 of the section 44 is 
immediately adjacent the lower edge of the section 26. 
At such time, the free edge 40 of the section 26 is sub 
jected to no stress because of the free edge 46 of the 
section 44; and hence the free edge 40 of the section 
26, as well as the free edge 46 of the section 44, can be 
essentially wrinkle free. Also, at such time, the free 
edge 46 of the section 44 will provide, and will suggest 
that the cap 20 provides, a depth which corresponds to 
a 71/a-size head. The lower edge of the section 26 can 
not be moved into the dotted-line position 70 in FIG. 
11 —- which represents a condition of maximum lap 
ping of the free edges 46 and 40 of the sections'44 and 
26, and thus provides a 6% head-size —- because the 
portion of the section 44 which underlies the lower 
edge of the section 26 will keep that lower edge from 
moving downwardly below the level of the dotted line 
68. If the lower edge of the section 26 could be moved 
downwardly into the dotted-line position 70 in FIG. 1, 
that lower edge would be spaced below the lower end 
of the free edge 46 of the section 44 a distance less than 
three-eighths of an inch. However, because the lower 
edge of the section 26 cannot be moved downwardly 
into the dotted-line position 70 in FIG. 1, the lower 
edge of the section 44 will raise the lower edge of the 
section 26 a short distance; and a slight inward bend 
will develop in the upper end of the free edge 40 of the 
section 26 adjacent the point 63 in FIG. 11. That in 
ward bend will be partially overlain and concealed by 
the free edge 46 of the section 44, and the apparent size 
of that inward bend will be reduced by a slight down 
ward bending of the portion of the tip 22 adjacent the 
upper end of the free edge 46 of the section 44. This 
means that while a slight inward bend will develop in 
the upper end of the free edge 40 of the section 26 
when the cap 20 is adjusted to accommodate head-sizes 
at the extreme lower end of the range of adult head 
sizes, that inward bend will not be unattractive or un 
sightly Further, it means that when the cap 20 is ad 
justed to accommodate head-sizes in the usual range of 
adult head-sizes, and even when that cap is adjusted to 
accommodate very large head-sizes, the rear of that 
cap will be free of any and all unattractive or unsightly 
bending or wrinkling. 
The markings on the strip 34 correspond to fixed 

head-sizes; but the cap 20 is not limited to adjustments 
to fixed head-sizes. Instead, the strip 36 can be set and 
held in an infinite number of adjusted positions be 
tween the minimum lapping position which corre 
sponds to a 7% head-size and the maximum lapping po-_ 
sition which corresponds to a 6% head-size. 
As the sections 26 and 44 of the side of the cap 20 

are pivoted relative to each other about the point 61, 
to enable that cap to accommodate different head 
sizes, the angular relation between the lower edges of 
those sections will change — as indicated particularly 
by FIG. 11. Because the angular relation of those lower 
edges will change, the angular relation of the fastening 
strips 36 and 56 will tend to change. However, it would 
be undesirable to have the fastening strips 36 and 56 
angularly displaced relative to each other to any appre 
ciable extent, because such angular displacement 
would reduce the area of engagement between those 
fastening strips, and would thereby reduce the total 
holding force between those fastening strips. In actual 
practice, the forces which tend to change the angular 
relationship between the fastening strips 36 and 56, as 
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8 
the sections 26 and 44 of the side of the cap 20 are piv 
oted relative to each other about the point 61, have 
been found to be relatively small. Consequently, the fi 
nite but limited skewing, of the fastening strips 36 and 
56 relative to the lower edges of sections 26 and 44, 
which is permitted by the open-type zig-zag stitching 38 
and 55 and by the disposition of that stitching inwardly 
of the free edges of those fastening strips, will permit 
those fastening strips to remain essentially aligned with 
each other, even though the lower edges of the sections 
26 and 44 are angularly displaced relative to each other 
to the extent indicated by FIG. 11._ 
The free edge 40 of the section 26 of the side of the 

cap 20 must pass inwardly of the outer surface of the 
section 44, and yet must remain outwardly of the por 
tion of the sweat band 30 which is on the latter section. 
This is necessary, so the fastening strip 56 will confront 
and be able to engage the fastening strip 36, and so the 
reentrantend 42 of the sweat band 30 will be overlain 
and concealed by the section 44. The positioning of the 
free edge 40 of the section 26 within the space between 
the outer surface of the section 44 and the portion of 
the sweat band 30 which is on the latter section will be’ 
come instinctive with a person who buys and wears the 
cap 20 or with a sales person who is accustomed to han 
dling and selling that cap. However, a person who saw 
the cap 20 for the ?rst time might attempt to leave the 
reentrant end 42 of the sweat band 30 adjacent the 
outer face of the section 44 at the time he pressed the 
fastening strip 56 into engagement with the fastening 
strip 36. The present invention will automatically keep 
persons from leaving the reentrant end 42 of the sweat 
band 30 adjacent the outer face of the section 44 at the 
time they press the fastening strip 56 into engagement 
with the fastening strip 36; and it does so by providing 
the tab 58 adjacent the lower part of the free edge 46 
of the section 44. That tab overlies the portion of the 
fastening strip 56 which extends to the left of the free 
edge 46, as indicated by FIG. 7; and hence it will keep 
a person from forcing any part of the fastening strip 36 
into engagement with that portion of the strip 56 while 
the reentrant end 42 of the sweat band 30 is located ex 
teriorly of the outer face of the section 44. Only by 
passing the reentrant end 42 of the sweat band 30 in 
wardly of the tab 58 and then into the space between 
the outer surface of the section 44 and the portion of 
the sweat band 30 which is on that section, can a per 
son place the fastening strip 36 in engagement with the 
fastening strip 56. As a result, the present invention will 
automatically keep a person from improperly interre 
lating the free edges of the sections 26 and 44 of the 
side of the cap 20. 
FIG. 12 shows a tab 72 which is similar to the tab 58 

but which has the lower end thereof passing under the 
lower edge of the section 44 and held by the stitches 
33. Initially the upper portion of that tab will be held 
adjacent the outer face of the section 44 by staples 74, 
as indicated by solid lines in FIG. 12. However, after a 
person has purchased the cap 20, he can remove the 
staples 74 and then bend the tab 72 inwardly of the 
sweat band 30; as indicated by dotted lines in FIG. 12. 
Where this is done, that person need not separate the 
tab 72 from the cap 20. 
The taps 58 and 72 will preferably have instructions 

printed thereon to advise sales persons and potential 
buyers how to adjust the caps 20 to accommodate dif 
ferent head-sizes. In the said one preferred embodi 
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ment of the present invention, each of the tabs 58 and 
72 has an arrow that points downwardly toward the 
lower edge of the section 44 of the side of the cap 20; 
and the tip of that arrow is adjacent the lower end of 
the free edge 46 of that section and adjacent the reen 
trant end 52 of the sweat band 30. The following legend 
appears ‘adjacent that arrow: “PLACE END OF 
SWEAT BAND ON'DESIRED SIZE.” 
The tab 72 will preferably be made from a material 

that can be washed and cleaned repeatedly; and, where 
that is done, the cap 20 will be very usable by uniform 
renting businesses. That cap will have the free ends of 
the sections 26 and 44 thereof separated before it is 
washed and cleaned; and the instructions printed on 
the tab 72 will advise each succeeding user of that cap 
how to adjust that cap to his head-size. 
As indicated particularly by FIG. 2, the lower edge of 

the section 26 is bent sharply around the stiffening strip 
28; and the stiffening strip 32, the sweat band 30, and 
the fastening strip 36 are sewn tightly to each other and 
to the lower edge of that section. Consequently, the 
total thickness of the folded lower edge of section 26, 
of the stiffening strip 28, of the stiffening strip 32, and 
of the sweat band 30 is less than three-sixteenths of an 
inch. In contrast, the lower edge of the section 44 has 
a much greater thickness — because of the portion 
thereof that passes beneath the lower edge of the sec 
tion 26, as indicated particularly by FIG. 2. In the mini 
mal lapped position indicated by solid lines in FIG. 11, 
the portion of section 44 which passes beneath the 
lower edge of the section 26 will be gently convex in 
con?guration; and thus will tend to minimize the fact 
that the vertical dimension of the free end of the sec 
tion 44 is greater than the vertical dimension of the free 
end of the section 26. Also, the portion of the section 
44 which passes beneath the lower edge of the section 
26 will provide a suggestion of ample diameter and of 
ample depth for the rear of the side of the cap 20. Simi 
larly, in the lapped position indicated by the dotted 
lines 66 in FIG. 11 the portion of section 44 which 
passes beneath the lower edge of the section 26 will be 
gently convex in configuration. In the lapped positions 
indicated by the dotted lines 68 and 70 in FIG. 11, the 
portion of section 44 which passes beneath the lower 
edge of the section 26 will closely engage that lower 
edge; and thus will provide a neat and ?tted appear 
ance for the rear of the side of the cap 20. 
The present invention is usable with many different 

kinds and styles of head coverings. For example, that 
invention is usable with Ivy League caps, visor-type 
military hats, student caps, aviators’ caps, multi-panel 
caps, slit-brim hats, baseball caps, and caps for other 

. sports. 

The use of VELCRO-type material is desirable; be 
cause such material permits the cap 20 to accommo 
date an infinite number of head-sizes. Also, the use of 
such material is desirable, because it permits that cap 
to have the free edges of the sections 26 and 44 of the 
side thereof easily separated when that cap is to be put 
in a washing machine for washing. However, if desired, 
other type of separable fastening means could be sub 
stituted for the fastening strips 36 and 56 of VELCRO 
like material. 
The present invention makes it possible for a single 

cap to accommodate all adult head-sizes in the range 
from 6% to 7% without objectionable wrinkling. That 
invention also makes it possible for a single cap to be 
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made so it can accommodate all childrens’s and boys’ 
head-sizes without objectionable wrinkling. As a result, 
the present invention nicely solves the problem of 
maintaining a stack of head coverings for various head 
sizes. 
Whereas the drawing and accompanying description 

have shown and described a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, it should be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that various changes may be made in 
the form of the invention without affecting the scope 
thereof. 
What I claim is: 
1. A head covering which is adjustable to fit heads of 

different sizes and which has a plural-section side, one 
section of said side having a free edge which inclines 
downwardly in a predetermined direction from the 
upper edge to the lower edge of said section, a second 
section of said side having a free edge which extends 
downwardly from the upper edge to the lower edge of 
said second section, said one section of said side ex~ 
tending toward and having said free edge thereof lap 
ping said free edge of said second section of said side, 
said sections of said side having said free edges thereof 
pivotable relative to each other about a point close to 
the upper end of said free edge of said one section of 
said side, fastening means on said one section of said 
side adjacent said free edge of said one section of said 
side, and further fastening means on said second sec 
tion of said side in register with the first said fastening 
means,said ?rst said and said further fastening means 
being selectively securable together to ?xedly hold said 
free edge of said one section of said side in a position 
of maximum lapping or in a position of minimum lap 
ping or in any of a plurality of intermediate lapping po 
sitions relative to said free edge of said second section 
of said side, said sections of said side being so dimen 
sioned and said free edge of said one section of said 
side being so inclined that the lower end of said free 
edge of said one section of said side is spaced a ?nite 
distance below and out of engagement with the lower 
edge of said second section of said side and said free 
edge of said one section of said side is substantially in 
clined in said predetermined direction and said free 
edge of said one section of said side laps and conceals 
said free edge of said second section of said side when 
ever both of said sections of said side are unstressed 
and said sections of said side are pivoted toward said 
position of minimum lapping to enable said head cover- 
ing to accommodate a large head, said sections of said 
side being so dimensioned and said free edge of said 
one section of said side being so inclined that said lower 
end of said free edge of said one section of said side is 
moved upwardly and raises said lower edge of said sec 
ond section of said side and said free edge of said one 
section of said side is essentially inclined in said prede 
termined direction and said free edge of said one sec 
tion of said side laps and conceals said free edge of said 
second section of said side whenever said sections of 
said side are pivoted toward said position of maximum 
lapping to enable said head covering to accommodate 
a small head, said first said and said further fastening 
means being overlain and concealed by said sections of 
said side whenever said head covering is on a user‘s 
head. 

2. A head covering as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
vertical dimension of said one section of said side, adja 
cent said free edge of said one section of said side, is 
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appreciably greater than the vertical dimension of said 
second section of said side adjacent said free edge of 
said second section of said side, whenever said sections 
of said side are in said position of minimum lapping. 

3. A head covering as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
free edge of said one section of said side has stiffening 
thereat to minimize wrinkling of said free edge of said 
one section of said side. 

4. A head covering as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
first said fastening means and said further fastening 
means fixedly hold said one section of said side and said 
second section of said side in assembled relation while 
permitting finite but limited angular displacement of 
said one section of said side and of said second section 
of said side relative to each other. 

5. A head covering as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
lower edge of said one section of said side inclines 
downwardly and away from the lower edge of said sec 
ond section of said side adjacent said free edge of said 
one section of said side whenever said sections of said 
side are pivoted toward said position of minimum lap 
ping, wherein said lower edge of said one section of 
said side inclines upwardly and toward said lower edge 
of said second section of said side adjacent said free 
edge of said one section of said side whenever said sec 
tions of said side are pivoted toward said position of 
maximum lapping, and wherein said lower edge of said 
one section of said side raises said lower edge of said 
second section whenever said sections of said side are 
pivoted toward said position of maximum lapping. 

6. A head covering as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
sections of said side reduce the effective head-size of 
said head covering and simultaneously reduce the ef 
fective vertical dimension of said side adjacent said free 
edge of said one section of said side as said sections of 
said side are shifted from said condition of minimum 
lapping to said condition of maximum lapping. 
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7. A head covering which is adjustable to fit heads of 

different sizes and which has a plural-section side, one 
section of said side extending toward and having the 
free edge thereof lapping the free edge of a second sec 
tion of said side, a sweat band extending along the inner 
surfaceof said one section of said side and extending 
along the inner surface of said second section of said 
side, said free edge of said one section of said side being 
disposed outwardly of said second section of said side 
while the portion of said sweat band which extends 
along said inner surface of said one section of said side 
is disposed inwardly of the portion of said sweat band 
which extends along said inner surface of said second 
section of said side, wherein a tab is secured to said one 
section of said side adjacent said free edge of said one 
section of said side, said tab requiring said free edge of 
said second section of said side to be telescoped into 
position between said free edge of said one section of 
said side and said portion of said sweat band which ex 
tends along said inner surface of said one section of 
said side wherein releasable securing means on said one 
and on said second sections of said side releasably hold 
said sections‘of said side in different lapping position, 
and wherein said tab is generally in register with, and 
conceals, said releasable securing means on said one 
section of said side. 

8. A head covering as claimed in claim 7 wherein said 
tab is releasably secured to said one section of said side 
and is readily separated from said one section of said 
side. 

9. A head covering as claimed in claim 7 wherein said 
tab is permanently secured to said one section of said 
side, and wherein the upper portion of said tab is fold 
able downwardly under the lower edge of said one sec 
tion of said side and then upwardly into the interior of 
said head covering. , 

* * * * * 


