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[57] ABSTRACT 

A device for altering a lock cylinder to receive a new 
key comprises a plate which is adapted to be secured 
to the entrance opening of the lock cylinder and 
which is formed with one or more projections in order 
to define a new con?guration of the key access open 
ing in order to alter the lock so that it must receive a 
new key. The entrance plate is formed with a projec 
tion which may be selectivey located in respect to the 
previous access opening and the key which previously 
fit into the lock must be altered to de?ne a recess to ' 

accommodate the projection in order that it may be 
received in the lock. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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DEVICE FOR ALTERING LOCK CYLINDER TO 
RECEIVE A NEW KEY 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates in general to the construction 
of locks and in particular, to a new and useful device 
for altering a lock cylinder so that it can no longer re 
ceive the ‘usual’ key which has been changed. 
At the present time, it is known to provide devices in 

the form of plugs which ?t into the openings of lock 
cylinders and provide a shortening of the access open 
ing or an alteration of the access opening so that the 
usual key which is employed for opening the lock will 
no longer fit. A disadvantage of such devices, however, 
is that they are sometimes dif?cult to insert and to re 
move and in addition, they require extensive key 
change in order to permit operation of the lock with the 
revised or changed key. 
The present invention is an improvement over the 

prior art inasmuch as it provides a simple plate element 
which may be secured directly to the front face of a 
lock cylinder in a position to outline the key access 
opening and to provide a projection at one or more 10 
cations which varies the opening size so that a new key 
must be provided to enter into the key opening to open 
the lock. The plate is designed with a projection, for ex 
ample, which is located so that the previously ?tting 
key may be easily modi?ed by forming a groove therein 
of the size of the projection so that it will be usable in 
the lock. All other keys which have not been modified, 
however, will not ?t into the lock. 
The modi?cation plate may comprise, for example, 

a plate of the size of the small key access cylinder and 
it may be easily installed on the face of the lock cylin 
der by riveting it in place after rivet receiving holes are 
first drilled therein. The exterior of this small plate may 
be covered by cover plate to hide the opening holes and 
securing rivets and to provide an aesthetic appearance. 
Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to pro 

vide an improved device for altering a key lock in a 
simple and easy manner so that it will accept only a re 
structured key. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a clos 

ing plate for the entrance to a key lock which includes 
one or more strategically placed projecting elements 
providing an altered entrance opening which can be 
penetrated only by a key formed to accommodate the 
projection. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a key 

lock locking plate which is simple in design, rugged in 
construction and economical to manufacture. 
The various features of novelty which characterize 

the invention are pointed out with particularity in the 
claims annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. 
For a better understanding of the invention, its operat 
ing advantages and speci?c objects attained by its uses, 
reference should be had to the accompanying drawing 
and descriptive matter in which there is illustrated a 
preferred embodiment of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a cylinder 

lock with a conventional key which is provided with tap 
holes for receiving a lock altering plate constructed in 
accordance with the invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of a lock altering 

plate of the invention; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a covering plate for 

the altering plate shown in FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view similar to FIG. 

1 showing a revised lock and key therefor with the al 
tering plate thereon as constructed in accordance with 
the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawings in particular the invention 
embodied therein comprises a cylinder lock generally 
designated 10 having a key access cylinder 12 which 
extends ‘to a front lock face 14 and which is shown as 
being provided with two rivet receiving openings or 
holes 14 and 16 which are drilled therein for example. 
The cylinder lock 10 is of a conventional type and it ac 
cepts a key generally designated 18. 

In accordance with the invention the cylinder lock 10 
is easily altered in accordance with the invention by se 
curing a lock altering plate generally designated 20 to 
the front face 14 at a location to cover the cylinder 12. 
The altering plate 20 is secured in position by rivets or 
other suitable securing devices 22 which extend 
through openings 24 of the plate 20 and are tightly fas 
tened in the openings 14 and 16 of the cylinder 12. 

In accordance with a feature of the invention, the al 
tering plate 20 is provided, for example, with one or 
more projections 26 which extend inwardly into the 
key access slot or opening 28 which overlies the access 
opening 30 of the cylinder lock 10. The projection 26 
is shown as being a triangular projection which is ori 
ented in any one of a plurality of positions along the 
height of the key access slot 28 and which may be of 
a special con?guration as selected in order to provide 
a controlled altering of the cylinder lock 10. In the em 
bodiment shown, a key 18' having a triangular shaped 
groove 32 of a size to accommodate the projection 26 
may now be provided to unlock the cylinder 10. The 
key 18' may be a modi?cation of the key 18 which may 
be simply formed by forming the triangular groove 32 
along its length as necessary. Of course, another con?g_ 
uration such as a circular projection, rectangular pro 
jection or the like may be provided instead of the trian 
gular projection 26 and it may be located in any loca 
tion in the opening 28. 
A cover plate generally designated 34 is also pro- ‘ 

vided which may be of a metal material of a material 
such that it can be crimped over the altering plate 20. 
It is provided with a straight rectangular access opening 
36 or if desired it can be manufactured to precisely 
match the opening 28 with the projection 26 of the al 
tering plate 20. The plate 34 enhances the appearance 
of the lock and it also covers the rivet heads or bolt 
heads 22. 
While a speci?c embodiment of the invention has 

been shown and described in detail to illustrate the ap 
plication of the principles of the invention, it will be un 
derstood that the invention may be embodied other 
wise without departing from such principles. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A device for altering a lock having a face with a 

lock key access slot comprising, an altering plate hav 
ing an altering plate key access slot of substantially the 
same size as the lock key access slot but including at 
least one projection extending into the altering key ac 
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cess slot for altering the lock key access slot opening, 
and means for securing said altering plate over the lock 
face in a position such that the altering plate key access 
slot aligns over the lock key access slot and said projec 
tion bars entrance of a key into said lock key access slot 
except when the key is provided with a groove to ac 
commodate said projection. 

2. A device for altering a lock having a lock key ac 
cess slot comprising an altering plate having a key ac 
cess slot of substantially the same size as said lock key 
access slot but including at least one projection extend 
ing into said altering plate key access slot for altering 
said lock key access slot opening, and means for secur 
ing said plate over the lock in a position such that said 
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altering plate access slot aligns over said lock key ac 
cess slot, a cover plate extending over said altering 
plate and having'an access opening aligned over the ac 
cess opening of the altering plate, said cover plate 
being crimped to said altering plate. 

3. A device, according to claim 1, wherein said pro 
jection comprises a triangular projection extending into 
said slot from one side thereof. 

4. A device, according to claim 1, including a cover 
plate extending over said altering plate and having an 
access opening aligned over the access opening of the 
altering plate. 

* * * * * 


