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[571 ABSTRACT 

A substantially‘rigid sheet-material body is elongated 
and subdivided by transversely extending fold lines so 

‘as to form connected plate portions of triangular 
shape which can be folded along the fold lines. The 
bases of alternate ones of the plate portions are 
located at one lateral margin of the elongated strip 
shaped sheet material body, and the bases of the 
remaining plate portions are located at the other 
lateral margin. The two terminal plate portions have at 
their free edges foldable ?aps. The body can be folded 
in one direction about the respective fold lines so that 
it forms a pyramidal package and surrounds objects 
which are secured on that major surface or side of the 
body which is folded inwardly. The body can, also be 
folded to the opposite direction so that the ?rst men 
tioned side carrying these objects will be exposed at 
the exterior and objects mounted thereon will be ex 
posed for viewing. A rubber band or similar means en 
gages the foldable flaps and retains them releasably in 
overlying relationship so that the body can be 
releasably retained in one or the other pyramidal con 
?guration. 

7 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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CONVERTIBLE SHIPPING AND DISPLAY 
PACKING DEVICE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to packages, 
and more particularly to a convertible package. 
The variety of different packages for products avail 

able on the market is exceedingly large and it is not 
within the scope of the present disclosure to discuss all 
such packages known from the art. However, it should 
be pointed out that heretofore I have not become 
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aware of a package which is readily convertible in the . 
sense that it can be used both for mailing of objects 
and, by a simple conversion due to a reversal of its ex 
posed and concealed sides, can serve as an exhibition 
stand for the same objects. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, accordingly an object of the present invention 
to provide such an improved convertible package. 
More particularly, it is an object of the present inven 

tion to provide a convertible package which can be 
used both as a mailer and as an exhibition stand for the 
objects which have previously been mailed in the pack 
age. 
A concomitant object of the invention is to provide 

- such a package which also serves as a mount for the ob 
jects which are being mailed in it and which subse 
quently can be exhibited with it. p 
A still further object of the invention is to provide 

such a package which is exceedingly simple and inex~ 
pensive to manufacture. 

In pursuance of the above objects and of others 
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which will become apparent hereafter, one feature of 35 
the invention resides in a convertible package compris 
ing a substantially rigid elongated sheet-material body 
having two opposite exposed sides one of which is 
adapted to carry discrete objects thereon. A plurality 
of fold lines subdivide this elongated body into a plural 
ity of longitudinally arrayed plate portions of triangular 
outline, with the bases of alternate plate portions being 
located at one and the bases of the remaining plate por 
tions being located at the other lateral margin of the 
elongated body. The body can be folded along the fold 
lines in one direction from a flat condition to a ?rst 
erected condition in which the plate portions surround 
an enclosed space with the aforementioned one side 
facing inwardly of the same so that objects provided on 
that one side are located in the interior of this enclosed 
space. Retaining means is provided for releasably re 
taining the body in this first erected condition so that 
it can be used for instance for mailing the objects. The 
body can, however, also be folded in the opposite di 
rection so that, when the retaining means has been re 
leased, it can be folded back to ?at condition and sub 
sequently in the opposite direction to another second 
erected condition in which the plate portions again sur 
round an enclosed space but in which the side carrying 
the objects faces outwardly of this enclosed space so 
that the objects are exposed at the interior of the pack 
age and can be viewed. 
The sheet material body advantageously is of card 

board, preferably corrugated cardboard, but it will be 
appreciated that other materials, including various syn 
thetic plastics, are equally suitable. The fold lines can 
be embossed, scored, impressed or otherwise provided. 
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A very simple way of providing releasable retaining 
means is to utilize a rubber band, but it will be again ap 
preciated that other means can also be utilized. 
The novel features which are considered as charac 

teristic for the invention are set forth in particular in 
the appended claims. The invention itself, however, 
both as to its construction and its method of operation, 
together with additional v objects and advantages 
thereof, will be best understood from the following de 
scription of speci?c embodiments when read in con 
nec?on with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of one side of a sheet material 
body according to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 but showing the op 

posite side of the body in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 shows my novel package which is obtained 

when the body of FIG. 1 and 2 is folded in one direction 
so that the side exposed in FIG. 2 faces the interior of 
the package; 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 but showing the 

body folded so that the side shown in FIG. 2 faces the 
exterior of the package; and 
FIG. 5 shows by way of example mounting means for 

mounting objects on the one side of the body. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Discussing now the drawing in detail it will be seen 
that in FIG. 1 I have shown a sheet-material body which 
is substantially rigid, that is it must be a self- supporting 
sheet material. As pointed out before, cardboard, cor 
rugated cardboard, plastic, sheet metal or. other materi 
als are suitable for this purpose. The body is elongated 
and is identi?ed with reference numeral 1; it is strip 
shaped and has two opposite transversely spaced longi 
tudinally extending lateral margins as shown. It is sub 
divided by a plurality of fold lines 4 which extend trans 
versely of these margins into plate sections la, lb, 10 
and M which are arrayed longitudinally of the body 1 
and which are of triangular outline. The two terminal 
plate sections la and 1d each have a free edge which 
faces longitudinally of the elongation of the body and 
which is provided with a foldable ?ap 2. The juncture 
of the ?aps with the respective plate portions 1a and Ed 
is provided with a notch 3 for purposes still to be de 
scribed. It will be seen that the bases of alternate ones 
of the plate portions, that is of the plate portions 1a and 
.lc are located at one lateral margin whereas the apices 
of the triangles represented by these plate portions 1a 
and 1c are located at the opposite lateral margin. Con 
versely, the bases of the remaining plate portions 1b 
and 1d are located at the opposite lateral margin as il 
lustrated. The surfaces of the plate portions may be 
provided with promotional material, for instance the 
name of a ?rm, a trademark, pictures or the like. One 
of the surfaces, in the illustrated embodiment the sur 
face of the plate portion 1a may be provided with a 
mailing label. ' 

FIG. 2 shows the opposite side of the body illustrated 
in FIG. 1. In other words, whereas one major side A is 
illustrated in FIG. 1, the opposite major side B is shown 
in FIG. 2. It will be seen that on the side B the exposed 
surface portions on the plate portions lb, 10 and 1d are 
provided with circles indicating where objects to be se 
cured on the side B are to be fastened. Of course, the 
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locations identi?ed by the circles 5 need not be those 
which have been illustrated. The surface of the remain 
ing plate portion, here the plate portion la, may be pro 
vided again with a trademark, a ?rm name, or the like; 
the reason no objects are to be mounted on it will be 
apparent and will in any case be discussed subse 
quently. 
As FIG. 3 shows, folding of the body or FIG. 1 along 

the fold lines 4, can be carried out in one direction in 
such a manner that the side A is exposed in the result 
ing erected pyramidal package, whereas the side B is 
concealed in the interior of the enclosed space which 
is now surrounded by the various plate portions lw-ld. 
The mailing label on the plate portion 1a is exposed 
and a mailing address may be written or otherwise pro 
vided on this mailing label. In this condition, the two 
flaps 2 overlie one another as shown, and retaining 
means here illustrated as a rubber band 6 is placed 
about them, being engaged in the notches 3 which are 
provided for this purpose. This retaining means is suf? 
cient to retain the package in the erected condition 
shown in FIG. 3 but can be readily released. It will be 
appreciated that other retaining means can be utilized, 
for instance staples, clips, twist wires of metal or plas 
tic, or the like. It will also be appreciated that in addi 
tion to the ?aps 2 which are shown, additional ?aps 
could be provided at other exposed edges of other ones 
of the respective plate portions, but I have found that 
the provision of the two illustrated ?aps 2 is entirely 
sufficient for my purposes. 

In the condition shown in FIG. 3 the package can be 
mailed and objects which are mounted on the locations 
5 (which are now concealed in the interior of the pack 
age) can thus be shipped without any further prepara 
tion. 
Arriving at their intended designation, the package is 

then converted from a mailer to a display or exhibition 
stand. This is done simply in that the retaining means 
6 is removed and the package is now folded first back 
to ?at condition, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, and then 
is folded in a direction opposite to the direction in 
which it was folded to arrive at the FIG. 3 con?gura 
tion, until it assumes the identical con?guration shown 
in FIG. 3 (see FIG. 4) but this time with the previously 
concealed side B facing outwardly and the previously 
exposed side A facing inwardly. In other words, in FIG. 
4 the package is again of pyramidal shape and the ?aps 
2 again overlie one another. This time, however, the 
objects 7, such as control knobs for electrical instru 
ments or in fact any other kinds of objects which can 
be shipped in this manner are exposed at the exterior 
of the package. The retaining means 6 is again placed 
about the flaps 2 and this retains the package in the 
con?guration shown in FIG. 4. 
Of course, the objects 7 may now be removed if and 

when it should be necessary to use them, rather than to 
display them,and it is also not necessary on arrival of 
the package at its ‘intended designation, to reverse it to 
the con?guration shown in FIG. 4. Instead it could sim 
ply be moved to ?at condition and the objects 7 could 
be displayed in that condition or they could simply be 
removed for use. 

The objects 7 can be mounted in various different 
way which will offer themselves readily to those skilled 
in the art. In FIG. 5 I have simply shown by way of ex 
ample, a sticker 8 which is herein formed of a dyecut 
or otherwise shaped. The circle 8b of foam material or 
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4 
the like, having two opposite adhesive faces provided 
with a release paper 80. In this manner, when the re 
lease paper 8a is pieled off, the sticker 8b can be ad 
hered with one of its adhesive face to one of the loca 
tions 5 and an object can be adhered to the other adhe 
sive face. Naturally, other materials and other ways of 
securing the objects are entirely within the scope of the 
present invention and will o?‘er themselves readily in a 
variety of possibilities to those skilled in the art. 

It will be appreciated that when the package has been 
folded to assume the con?guration shown in FIG. 4, the 
side B of the plate portion 1a will face downwardly and 
constitutes the base of the pyramidal con?guration. It 
is for this reason, namely so that the package may rest 
on this side, that no objects can be mounted on it. 
By resorting to my invention, there is afforded a very 

simple and inexpensive package which greatly facili 
tates mailing and subsequent handling of certain ob 
jects that is of any objects which can be mailed and ex 
hibited in this manner. Of course, the term mailed, in 
cludes also other forms of transportation, for instance 
by truck or the like, rather than merely transportation 
through the postal system. 

It will be appreciated that when the objects 7 project 
to any signi?cant extent from the respective surfaces B 
of the plate portions, the locations 5 where they are af 
fixed on these respective surfaces must be so selected 
that when the body 1 is folded to the condition shown 
in FIG. 3, the objects 7 on different ones of the plate 
portions will not contact one another and prevent 
proper folding. In other words, the objects 7 must in ef 
fect intermesh, that is they must not engage when the 
body is folded to assume the FIG. 3 condition. 

It will be understood that each of the elements de 
scribed above, or two or more together, may also ?nd 
a useful applications in other types of constructions dif 
fering from the types described above. 
While the invention has been illustrated and de 

scribed as embodied in a convertible package, it is not 
intended to be limited to the details shown, since vari 
ous modi?cations and structural changes may be made 
without departing in any way from the spirit of the pres 
ent invention. 
Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully 

reveal the gist of the present invention that others can, 
by applying current knowledge readily adapt it for vari 
ous applica?ons without omitting features that, from 
the standpoint of prior art, fairly constitute essential ge 
neric or speci?c aspects of this invention and, there 
fore, such adaptations should and are intended to be 
comprehended within the meaning and range of equiv 
alence of the following claims. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be protected 

by Letters Patent is set forth in the appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. A convertible packaging device for shipping and 

subsequent display of objects, comprising a substan 
tially rigid strip-shaped sheet-material body having the 
shape of a geometric solid in ?at condition and being 
provided with two opposite exposed sides one of which 
is adapted to carry discrete objects thereon; a plurality 
of fold lines partly subdividing said body into four trian 
gular plate portions and along which said body is 
adapted to be folded in one direction from a ?at condi 
tion to one erected pyramidal condition in which said 
plate portions surround an enclosed space with said 
one side facing inwardly of the same, and in another di 
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rection from the ?at condition to another erected pyra 
midal condition in which said plate portions surround 
an enclosed space but with said one side facing out 
wardly of the same; releasable and reusable retaining 
means for releasably retaining said body in the respec 
tive erected conditions for subsequent return to said 
flat condition; and mounting means af?xed to at least 
three of said plate portions on said one side of said 
body and operative for mounting respective objects 
whereby, when said body is in said one erected condi 
tion said objects will be concealed and protected in its 
exterior, and when said body is converted from said 
'one to said other erected condition said objects will be 
exposed and accessible at its exterior. 

2. A packaging device as de?ned in claim 1, said 
body having two longitudinally extending transversely 
spaced lateral margins; and wherein said fold lines so 
subdivide said body that said plate portions are of trian 
gular outline and arrayed longitudinally of said body 
with the bases of alternate plate portions of triangular 
outline being located at one of said margins and the 
bases of the remaining plate portions of triangular out 
line being located at the other of said margins. 

3. A packaging device as de?ned in claim 2, wherein 
said sheet-material is cardboard. 
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4. A packaging device as de?ned in claim 1, wherein 

said plate portions comprise two terminal plate por 
tions located at opposite ends of said body and each 
having a longitudinally facing free edge; and a pair of 
foldable ?aps each extending along one of said free 
edges and overlying one another when said body is in 
said erected conditions, said retaining means cooperat 
ing with said ?aps for retaining them in overlying state. 

5. A packaging device as de?ned in claim 4, said re~ 
taining means being a rubber band placed about said 
?aps when the same overlie one another. 

6. A packaging device as de?ned in claim 1; and fur 
ther comprising a plurality of discrete objects mounted 
on said one side within the outlines of respective ones 
of said plate portions. 

7. A packaging device as de?ned in claim 6, said ob 
jects being three-dimensional and projecting from said 
one side; and wherein said mounting means mounts 
said objects on said one side within the outlines of re 
spective ones of said plate portions at such locations 
relative to one another that said objects on different 
ones of said plate portions do not interfere with one an 
other when said body is folded to said one erected con 
dition. y 


