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[57] ABSTRACT 

A telescopic support in which a pair of spring biased 
lock plates serve to prevent extended or retracted 
movement of an inner telescopic member relative to 
an outer telescopic member. The lock plate biasing 
spring is laterally spaced from the inner telescopic 
member and engages the lock plates to normally urge 
the plates into a tilted locked relationship. 

8 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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TELESCOPIC SUPPORT AND IMPROVED MEANS 
OF LOCKING THE SAME 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a telescopic support and has 
particular application to a telescopic support for aw 
nings in which the means for locking the support 
against extended and retracted movement of its tele 
scopic members is of an improved construction. 
The telescopic support of this invention includes first 

and second telescopically fitting support members. A 
pair of lock plates circle the inner support member. 
Each lock plate includes an outwardly extending tab 
part which is secured to the outer support member by 
an arm part. A spring biasing means is carried by the 
arm part and is disposed between the tab parts of the 
lock plates to cause the lock plates to be normally car 
ried in a tilted lock position which prevents the inner 
support member from being retracted or extended rela 
tive to the outer support member of the telescopic sup 
port. 
When the support of this invention is utilized as an 

awning pole, an extension of the telescopic members, 
and therefore a raising of the awning, due to a wind up 
draft is prevented. Additionally, the awning pole can be 
adjusted for height by releasing a selected one of the 
lock plates or by simultaneously releasing both lock 
plates. Thus, with the weight of an awning being sup 
ported by the telescopic support, the lock plate which 
controls the extension of the telescopic members of the 
support can be released so as to permit the awning to 
be raised while the lock plate which controls the retrac 
tion of the telescopic members remains locked so as to 
avoid a sudden collapse of the support during the pro 
cess of raising the awning. Additionally, it is contem 
plated that the lower end of the telescopic support 
when utilized as an awning pole can carry anchor 
means which permit the support to be secured to the 
ground, thus eliminating in some constructions of the 
awning the necessity for chain or rope awning tie 
downs. In prior art telescopic awning supports, the lock 
means for the telescopic members have included 
thumb actuated set-screws and cam devices which lock 
upon a twisting of one of the tubular members. 
Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 

vide a telescopic support device which utilizes a unique 
lock means for the telescopic members of the support 
and which permits selected extension or retraction of 
the telescopic members. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an aw 

ning pole utilizing a pair of lock plates which permit the 
selected extension or retraction of the pole while simul 
taneously preventing movement therewith in the oppo 
site direction. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an aw 

ning pole which is of economical construction and sim 
ple operation. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide an 
awning pole which includes means for anchoring the 
pole to the ground. . 
Other objects of this invention will become apparen 

upon a reading of the invention’s description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A preferred embodiment of this invention has been 
chosen for purposes of illustration and description 
wherein: 
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2 
FIG. 1 is an elevational view of the tubular support 

utilized as an awning pole. 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view of that por 

tion of FIG. 1 encircled by broken line 2 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view as seen from line 3-3 of 

FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary end elevational 

view of the lock means for the tubular support of FIG. 
1. 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged detailed view of that portion of 

FIG. I encircled by broken line 5. 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevational 

view of the lock means for the tubular support of FIG. 
1 showing one lock plate in a release position to permit 
retraction of the supports telescopic members. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The preferred embodiment illustrated is not intended 
to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise 
form disclosed. It is chosen and described in order to 
best explain the principles of the invention and its ap 
plication and practical use to thereby enable others 
skilled in the art to best utilize the invention. 
Referring to FIG. 1, the telescopic support of this in 

vention is shown as an awning pole 10 having an inner 
support member 12 ?tting telescopically within outer 
support member 14. The upper end of pole 10 is suit 
ably mounted to a horizontal support 16 for awning 18. 
The lower end of pole 10, as best seen in FIG. 5, carries 
a V-shaped wire 20 having three free ends thereof piv 
otally retained within registering apertures located gen 
erally on opposite sides of outer support member 14 at 
its lower end. A metal stake 22 having an upper re 
tainer hook 24 is driven intoground 26 by a hammer 
or other suitable driving means with its hook 24 re 
ceived over the bend 21 of wire 20. In this manner pole 
10 is anchored to ground 26. If desired, a rubber or 
plastic footing 28 can be applied over the lower end of 
outer support member 14. 
The lock between inner support member 12 and 

outer support member 14 includes a pair of lock plates 
30. Each lock plate 30 includes a ring part 32 which en 
circles inner support member 12 adjacently above the 
upper end of outer support member 14 and an integral 
tab part 34. Each tab part 34 has an aperture 36 therein 
through which an end portion 38 of an arm part 40 ex 
tends. End portion 38 of arm part 40 includes spaced 
shoulders 42 between which tab parts 34 of lock plates 
30 are positioned. Each aperture 36 in tab parts 34 is 
of sufficient size relative to end portion 38 of arm part 
40 to permit limited pivotal movement of lock plates 30 
relative to part 40. A helical spring 44 encircles end 
portion 38 of the arm part and is positioned with one 
end abutting the inner face 46 of one tab part 40 and 
its opposite end abutting the inner face 46 of the other 
tab part 40. Helical spring 44 causes tab parts 34 of the 
lock plates to engage spaced shoulders 42 of the arm 
part and to normally extend from part 40 in divergent 
tilted positions relative to the axis of inner support 
member 12. The opposite end portion 48 of arm part 
40 is connected, preferably in a pivotal manner such as 
by rivet 47, to a collar 49 of outer support member 14. 
The opening 50 in ring part 32 of each lock plate 30 is 
sufficiently large to permit longitudinal movement of 
the inner support member 12 relative to the lock plate 
when part 32 is positioned perpendicularly relative to 
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the axis of the inner support member as shown for one 
plate 30’ in FIG. 6 and yet is of a dimension small - 
enough so that when the plate is tilted, as shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, inner support member 12 will be en 
gaged thereby and prevented from longitudinal move 
ment relative to outer support member 14. The manner 
in which lock plates 30 engage inner support member 
12 to prevent the extension and retraction thereof is 
well known. 

In the preferred embodiment, the lock plates 30 are 
constructed so that when in their tilted lock positions 
the inner faces 46 of tab parts 34 diverge outwardly rel 
ative to one another from inner support member 12. 
The inner coil parts 45 of helical spring 44 positioned 
adjacent ring parts 32 of the lock plates are compressed 
more fully than the outer coil parts of the spring. This 
increase in compression of spring coil parts 45 urges 
the ring parts 32 of lock plates apart and into their 
tilted lock positions illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. In this 
invention, either one of the lock plates 30 can be piv 
oted by use of the thumb 60 independently of the other 
from its tilted lock position to its release position as 
shown in FIG. 6 to permit the extension or retraction 
of inner support member 12 relative to the outer sup 
port member 14. Referring to FIG. 6, lock plate 30’ 
controls the retraction of inner member 12 and the re 
maining lock plate 30 controls the extension of mem 
ber 12. _ - 

It is to be understood that the invention is not to be 
limited to the details herein given but may be modi?ed 
within the scope of the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A telescopic support comprising an inner support 

member ?tting telescopically within a tubular outer 
support member, a pair of lock plates, each lock plate 
including a ring part encircling said inner support mem 
ber and a tab part extending outwardly from said ring 
part, means anchoring said lock plates to said outer 
support member at said tab parts wherein one of said 
lock plates is pivotal about its connection to said an 
chor means at its tab part between a tilted position pre 
venting extension of said inner support member rela 
tive to said outer support member and a release posi 
tion allowing said extension and wherein the other of 
said lock plates is pivotal about its connection to said 
anchor means at its tab part between a tilted position 
preventing retraction of said inner support member rel 
ative to said outer support member and a release posi 
tion allowing said retraction, and biasing means posi 
tioned at one side of and spaced laterally outwardly 
from said inner support member, said biasing means 
contacting said lock plates at the tab parts thereof and 
urging said lock plates into their respective tilted lock 
positions. 

2. The support of claim I wherein said biasing means 
is positioned between the tab parts of said lock plates 
to normally urge said tab parts apart. 

3. The support of claim 2 wherein the tab part is an~ 
gularly disposed relative to the ring part of each lock 
plate, the tab part of one said lock plate being oppo 
sitely positioned from and extending in an angular rela 
tionship to the tab part of the other lock plate. 

4. The support of claim 3 wherein said oppositely po 
sitioned tab parts have confronting inner faces, said bi 
asing means including a helical spring having one end 
abutting the inner face of one tab part and its other end 
abutting the inner face of the other tab part. 
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5. The support of claim 4 wherein said confronting 

inner faces diverge outwardly from said inner support 
number. 

6. The support of claim 8 wherein said spring is 
greater compressed by said tab parts along its side most 
closely adjacent said inner support number. 

7. An awning pole comprising an upper support 
member fitting telescopically within a tubular lower 
support member, a pair of lock plates, each pair of lock 
plates including a ring part encircling said support 
member and a tab part extending outwardly from said 
ring part, means anchoring said lock parts to said lower 
support member at said tab parts wherein one of said 
lock plates is pivotal about its connection to said an 
chor means at its tab part between a tilted position pre 
venting extended movement of said upper support 
member relative to said lower support member and a 
release position allowing said extended movement and 
wherein the other of said lock plates is pivotal about its 
connection to said anchor means at its tab part between 
a tilted position preventing retractive movement of said 
upper support member relative to said lower support 
member and a release position allowing said retractive 
movement, biasing means contacting said lock plates at 
the tab parts thereof and positioned at one side of and 
spaced laterally outwardly from said upper support 
member normally urging said lock plates into their re 
spective tilted lock positions, said lower support mem 
ber having a lower end located below said lock plates 
and adapted to contact the ground, the lower end of 
said lower support member carrying means for anchor 
ing said lower end to said ground. 

8. A telescopic support comprising an inner support 
member ?tting telescopically within a tubular outer 
support member, a pair of lock plates, each lock plate 
including a ring part encircling said inner support mem 
ber and a tab part extending outwardly from said ring 
part, means anchoring said lock plates to said outer 
support member at said tab parts wherein one of said 
lock plates is pivotal about its connection to said an 
chor means between a tilted position preventing exten 
sion of said inner support member relative to said outer 
support member and a release position allowing said 
extension and wherein the other of said lock plates is 
pivotal about its connection to said anchor means be 
tween a tilted position preventing retraction of said 
inner support member relative to said outer support 
member and a release position allowing said retraction, 
and biasing means positioned at one side of and spaced 
laterally outwardly from said inner support member, 
said biasing means contacting said lock plates and 
urging said lock plates into their respective tilted lock 
positions, said anchor means including an exterior arm 
part, one end portion of said arm part secured to said 
outer support means, the other end portion of said arm 
part extending spacedly along said inner support mem‘ 
ber and having spaced confronting shoulders, the tab 
part of each lock plate having an aperture therein, said 
other end portion of the arm part extending with shift 
able clearance through said aperture in each tab part, 
said tab parts located between said shoulders, said bias“ 
ing means including a helical spring means encircling 
said arm part between said shoulders, one end of said 
spring abutting one of said tab parts and the other end 
of said spring abutting the other of said tab parts 
whereby said tab parts engage said shoulders. 
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