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[57] ABSTRACT 

A back pack having a closure ?ap with at least one 
fastening line attached thereto is engaged on a fasten 
ing means attached to the back of the back pack for 
closing and securing the ?ap thereof. The fastening 
means has an elongated body member secured at one 
end thereof to the back pack, and a post located near 
the second end of the body member which is secured 
thereto and to the back pack, with the post and body 
member forming a pulley-like element with the body 
member adapted to receive the line and place tension 
thereon when the line is pulled over the post. An ear 
protruding from the second end of the elongated body 
member and extending toward the first end thereof 
forms a notch with the body member which is adapted 
to receive and wedge therein the line which holds the 
flap closed under tension. 

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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BACK PACK AND FASTENER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to back packs and more partic 
ularly to a fastening means for back packs which is 
adapted to close and secure the closure flap of a back 
pack in a simple and convenient way. 
Back packs have been extensively used and associ 

ated with outdoor pursuits, such as hiking, mountain 
climbing, camping, cycling, traveling, etc. The conven 
tional type back pack is characterized by having a flap 
which, when folded up, opens the top of the back and, 
when folded down, closes the pack and is secured to 
the back thereof. Numerous methods have been uti 
lized for closing the flap of the back pack, with many 
older type packs having straps which fit into associated 
buckles attached to the back of the pack. When utiliz 
ing a fastening means such as this, both hands are nor 
mally required to provide for ?tting the strap into the 
buckle with proper'tensioning of the strap being diffi 
cult to attain due to the difficulty of tightening the strap 
in the buckle, and then with the buckle holding the 
strap without slippage after it is tightened. The use of 
a single hand or utilizing hands with gloves on would be 
difficult, if not impossible, with such an arrangement. 
Newer types of back packs include flaps with lines or 
cords which fit into a D-ring arrangement on the back 
of the pack, with the cord being threaded through the 
D-ring and tied thereto. Here again, both hands would 
normally be required for such an operation, proper ten 
sioning is dif?cult, and the operation is extremely dif? 
cult when the user has gloves on, which would be quite 
likely in hositle environments. It would thus be very de 
sirable and useful to provide a simple backpack fasten 
ing means which is more convenient for the user, for 
example where only one hand is required to make the 
attachment, where proper tensioning is easily achieved, 
and where the operation may be performed even with 
gloves on. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide a new and improved back-pack fastening means 
which is simple and convenient, and overcomes the dis 
advantages of prior types of such means. 

In carrying out this invention in one illustrative em 
bodiment thereof, a fastening means is attached on the 
back of a back pack having a closure flap with at least 
one fastening line which is adapted to engage said fas 
tening means. The fastening means has an elongated 
body member secured near a first end thereof to the 
back of the back pack and is secured near the second 
end thereof through a post to the back of the back pack 
with the post and body member forming a pulley-like 
element adapted to receive the line and place tension 
thereon when the line is pulled over the post. An ear 
protruding from the second end of the body member 
toward the first forms a notch between it and the body 
member which is adapted to receive and wedge therein 
a line which has been tensioned over said post for hold 
ing the back pack flap in a closed and secured position. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows a back pack utilizing the back-pack fas 
tening means embodied in this invention. 
FIG. 2 is a front view of the back pack fastener uti 

lized in this invention. 
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2 
FIG. 3 is a side view of the back pack fastener shown 

in FIG. 2 taken along lines 3—3 thereof. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown a back pack 
10 positioned on the back of a user. The back pack 10 
has a closure ?ap 12 with securing lines, ropes, cords, 
etc. 14 and 16 extending therefrom. The back 15 of the 
back pack 10 has attached thereto fastening means 18 
and ‘20 into which lines 14 and 16, respectively, are po 
sitioned and secured for holding the closure flap 12 in 
a closed position. 
As will be seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, which illustrate only 

fastening means 20 but have the same structure as fas 
tening means 18, the fastening means 20 comprises an 
elongated body member 22 fastened near one end 24 
thereof by an attaching means 26 which may be in the 
form of rivets, eyelets, crimping means, or any other 
suitable attachment to the back 15 of the back pack 10. 
Near the second end 28 of the elongated body member 
22 is positioned a post 30 which is attached to the body 
member 22 on one end thereof at 32, and at the other 
end thereof, 36, to the back 15 of the back pack 10. 
The post 20 is secured by means 32 and 36 of any suit 
able form such as riveting, crimping, etc. A circular 
plate 34 is positioned on the opposite side of back 15 
from the attaching means 36 to add strength to the at 
tachment to the back 15 and to help form a pulley-like 
element 31 which comprises the plate 34, the post 30, 
and the second end portion 28. The second end portion 
28 is also provided with a protruding ear 40 which ex 
tends along the elongated body member 22 toward the 
first end 24 thereof. The ear 40 forms a notch or groove 
44 with the body member 22, with the width of the 
groove accommodating the line 16 for wedging the line 
16 in the groove 44. The ear 40 is also curved outward 
along extremity 42 from the body member 22 and away 
from the back 15 of the pack pack 10. The curved ex 
tremity 42 provides a convenient means for guiding the 
line 16 into the groove 44 for lodging the line therein. 

In operation a line from the back pack is wrapped or 
positioned around the post 30 in the pulley-like ele 
ment 31, which, as the line is pulled therearound, puts 
it under tension. The tensioned line is slipped in the 
groove 44 with the help of the guiding projection 42 of 
the ear 40, and the line is wedged in the groove, secur 
ing the line, and accordingly the backpack closure ?ap 
under tension. To open the ?ap 12, the line is merely 
pulled upwards out of the groove and released. The de 
sired amount of tension is provided by the pulley-like 
element 31, and this tension is retained by merely slip~ 
ping the line in the notch or groove 44. The plate 34 of 
the pulley-like element also prevents the line from rub 
bing on the back 15 of the back pack to prevent its 
wear and help maintain the attachment of the post to 
the back 15. 
The back pack 10 is shown with two fastening means 

18 and 20, and two lines 14 and 16. However, the num 
ber of fasteners utilized will depend on the size of the 
pack and the desires of the user. A conventional two 
line arrangement has been shown for purposes of dis 
closure. It will also be apparent that the ear 40 could 
be positioned on the right side of the body member 22 
instead of the left as shown, changing the tensioning 
operation from a clockwise to a counterclockwise ar 
rangement, which might be more convenient for left 
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handed people. It is believed apparent that a very sim 
ple, convenient means has been described which facili 
tates fastening either with the use of a single hand or 
with gloves, since all the user must do is to grasp the 
line, wrap it around the fastening means, pull, and slip 
it into a wedging notch. Likewise, release is just as sim 
ple, and requires only the lifting of the line out of the 
notch to release the line. Time is saved, and frustration 
of a busy camper, at least with respect to the back—pack 
fastening, is alleviated by the present invention. 
Although other modi?cations and changes varied to 

fit particular operating requirements and environments 
will be apparent to those skilled in the art, this inven 
tion is not considered limited to the examples chosen 
for purposes of disclosure and covers all changes and 
modi?cations which do not constitute departures from 
the true spirit and scope of this invention. 

I claim: , 

1. A back-pack and fastening means for closing and 
securing the flap of the back pack comprising 

a. a back pack having a closure flap with at least one 
fastening line attached thereto and extending 
therefrom, 

b. a fastening means attached on the back of said 
back pack at a position thereon adapted to be en 
gaged by said line, 

c. said fastening means having an elongated body 
member secured near a ?rst end thereon to the 
back of said back pack, 
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4 
d. a post secured to said elongated body member 
near the second end thereof and to the back of said 
back pack forming a pulley-like element with said 
elongated body member adapted to receive said 
line and place tension thereon when said line is 
pulled over said post, and 

e. an ear protruding from said second end of said 
elongated body member toward said ?rst end 
thereof forming a notch with said body member 
which is adapted to receive and wedge therein said 
line, thereby holding said flap closed. 

2. The back-pack and fastening means set forth in 
claim 1 wherein said ear is curved outward from said 
body member at its outer extremity thereof for facilitat 
ing the positioning of said line in said notch. 

3. The back-pack and fastening means set forth in 
claim 1 wherein said closure ?ap has at least two lines 
spaced along said flap and two fastening means associ 
ated therewith. 

4. The back-pack and fastening means set forth in 
claim 1 wherein said post has a plate on the end fas 
tened to said back pack which is part of said pulley-like 
element and provides support for the attachment of 
said post to said back pack. . 

5. The back-pack and fastening means set forth in 
claim 2 wherein said closure flap has at least two lines 
spaced along said flap and at least two fastening means 
associated therewith. 

* * * * * 


