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[57] ABSTRACT 

A supporting frame for an access panel covering bath 
or shower ?ttings includes horizontal bars which are 
fixed directly to wall studs. Vertical bars are mounted 
for lateral adjustment on the horizontal bars to accom 
modate various center distances found in plumbing 
?ttings. The access panel proper attaches to the frame 
in such a manner that it may be adjusted into ?ush 
relationship with tiled or painted walls of varying 
thicknesses. 

8 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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ACCESS PANEL FOR PLUMBING FITTINGS 
There is a distinct need in the art for a convenient, 

economical and neat appearing access cover or panel 
for wall mounted plumbing ?ttings, such as the spigots 
of shower baths or tubs. Customarily, when it is neces 
sary for a plumber to gain access to such ?ttings for ser 
vice or repair, the painted or tiled wall must be cut with 
an inconvenient and rather costly procedure to the 
homeowner. Accordingly, the main objective of this in 
vention is to overcome the above difficulty through the 
provision of a sturdy and simpli?ed access panel struc 
ture which is easy to install and adjust and which has 
suf?cient versatility to accommodate most, if not all, 
bath and shower ?ttings which will normally be en 
countered. The device lends itself to use in initial build 
ing construction so that a convenient access means will 
be provided at the very beginning, or the device may be 
installed later on in instances where service work has 
required cutting into walls and the property owner 
wishes to avoid this in the future. 
Other features and advantages of the invention will 

be apparent to those skilled in the art during the course 
of the following detailed description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING FIGURES 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a plumb 
ing ?tting access panel embodying the invention. 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged vertical section taken on line 

2--2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the supporting 

framework for the access panel and associated ele 
ments. ' 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical section 
similar to FIG. 2 showing screw-threaded panel adjust 
ing means. 
FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view similar to FIG. 4 

showing a modification. 
FIG. 6 is another similar sectional view showing a fur 

ther modi?cation of the invention. 

‘DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
Referring to the drawings in detail wherein like nu 

merals designate like parts, the numeral 10 designates 
a pair of adjacent vertical wall studs in a tile or plas 
tered wall to which the access panel structure is at 
tached. The structure comprises a pair of vertically 
spaced parallel horizontal frame bars ‘11 which are 

' ?xedly secured to the front faces of the studs 10 by suit 
able screws 12. The bars 11 have longitudinal slots 13 
formed therethrough andextending throughout the 
major portions of their ‘lengths and these slots receive 
bolts 14 which are also received by openings 15 in a 
pair of vertical frame bars» 16 upon which the access 
panel, to be described, is directly mounted. By .virtue 
of the slots 13 and bolts 14, the two vertical bars 16 ‘are 
rendered laterally adjustable through a fairly wide 
range so that a variety of plumbing fitting center dis 
tances can be accommodated by the invention.‘ The 
bars 16 are securely locked by the bolts 14 in the se 
lected adjusted position for a 'given- installation. 
The invention additionally comprises a readily re 

movable rectangular access panel 17 which in the form 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 through 4 includes a shallow pan 
like body portion 18 formed of stainless steel or the 
like. A plurality of conventional ceramic tiles 19, such 
as nine tiles, may be cemented within the rectangular 
marginal flange 20 of the sheet metal body portion 18 
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2 
with the ?ange facing forwardly, FIGS. 2 and 4. There 
fore, the access panel 17 is formed as a unit which in 
cludes a pan-like body 18 and plural adhered tiles 19 
in the form of the invention shown in FIGS. 1-4. 

In order to position the panel 17 exactly ?ush with 
the front face 21 of the surrounding tiled wall, prefera 
bly three adjustable contact screws 22 are provided on 
each vertical bar 16 near the top, bottom and longitudi 
nal center of each bar, as best shown in FIG. 3. These 
several contact screws are accurately adjusted so that 
the access panel 17, when moved into place in the wall 
opening 23, will be perfectly flush with the surrounding 
wall surface. After this adjustment has been properly 
made, the panel 17 is attached to the two bars 16 by a 
single pair of screws 24, FIG. 2, which enter threaded 
openings 25, FIG. 3, in the bars 16 directly below the 
intermediate contact or positioning screws 22. 
Both the bars 16 and the removable panel 17 have 

large clearance openings 26 and 27 for the bath or 
shower ?ttings 28 which extend from pipes 29 con 
tained within the wall structure. The customary spigot 
handles 30 carried by these ?ttings also serve to cover 
and conceal the attaching screws 24 which are close to 
the openings 26 and 27, see FIG. 2. The total arrange 
ment renders the device very neat and attractive in ap 
pearance to the extent that a casual observer would not 
even notice the presence of the removable access panel 
on the wall. 
FIG. 5 shows a slight modi?cation wherein the inven 

tion is adapted to a painted wall, such as a plaster wall 
having a front face 31. As shown in FIG. 5, the adjust 
able supporting framework may be identical to that 
previously described in FIGS. l—4. The access panel 
32,\however, may comprise the identical sheet metal 
pan-like body 18, previously described, having its mar 
ginal ?ange 20 reversed and facing inwardly instead of 
outwardly, as in FIG. 4. The tiles 19 are omitted and 
the front face of the element 18 is painted the color of 
the wall, if desired, and adjusted ?ush with the face-31 
by the positioning screws 22. If preferred, the body 18 
formed of stainless steel or the like could remain un 
painted and this is a mere matter of artistic preference. 
Mechanically speaking, the invention in FIG. 5 is iden 
tical to the prior embodiment. 
FIG. 6 shows another slight modi?cation which again 

is mechanically the same as the previous forms regard 
ing the mounting and adjustability of parts. However, 
in FIG. 6, the removable access panel 33 for painted 
walls is in the form of a sheet metal plate, painted or 
unpainted, having a marginal inclined ?ange 34 which 
engages the wall facing somewhat outwardly of the 
opening 23 so as to provide a clean-cut appearance. It 
is thought that the utility and the various features of the 
invention will be readily understood without any fur 
ther description. ' 

It is to be understood that the forms of the invention 
herewith shown and described are to be taken as pre 
ferred examples of the same, and that various changes 
in the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be re 
sorted to, without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention or scope of the subjoined claims. 

I claim: ' 

l. A plumbing fitting access panel structure compris 
ing a pair of fixed vertically spaced substantially hori~ 
zontal mounting frame bars attachable at their ends to 
a pair of upright wall studs, said ?xed bars having sub 
stantially horizontal longitudinal slots, a pair of sub 
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stantially vertical laterally spaced and laterally adjust 
able frame bars arranged in crossing relation to the 
fixed bars, clamping bolts carried by said adjustable 
bars and extending through said slots of the ?xed bars 
and adapted to secure the adjustable bars in selected 
laterally adjusted positions to accommodate the center 
spacing of plumbing ?xtures, plural vertically spaced 
individually operable access panel positioning screws 
on the adjustable bars and projecting forwardly 
thereof, a generally ?at access panel engageable with 
the outer end of the positioning screws, and fastener 
screws carried by said access panel and engaging 
threaded openings in said vertical adjustable bars and 
attaching the panel thereto with the panel abutting said 
positioning screws. 

2. The structure of claim 1, and said plural position 
ing screws being three in number on each adjustable 
bar including a pair near the ends of each adjustable 
bar and a single positioning screw near the longitudinal 
center of each adjustable bar and between said ?xed 
bars, said positioning screws having heads which proj 
ect forwardly for contact with said access panel, said 
access panel and said adjustable bars having clearance 
openings for projecting parts of laterally spaced plumb 
ing ?ttings in a wall. 

3. The structure of claim 2, and said fastener screws 
arranged close to the clearance openings in the access 
panel and said adjustable bars to allow concealment of 
the fastener screws and clearance openings by manual 
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4 
knobs on said ?ttings. 

4. The structure of claim 1, and said fixed horizontal 
and adjustable vertical bars comprising relatively thin 
plate-like members forming a shallow supporting grid 
for the access panel within a wall opening. 

5. The structure of claim 1, and said access panel 
comprising a shallow pan-like rectangular body en 
gageable within a wall opening adjacent plumbing fit 
tings and adapted to be positioned flush with the exte 
rior face of the wall surrounding the wall opening by 
adjustment of said positioning screws. 

6. The structure of claim 5, and said pan-like rectan 
gular body having a shallow marginal ?ange engaging 
in said wall opening. 

7. The structure of claim 5, and said shallow pan-like 
body having an inwardly directed marginal flange 
adapted to engage said exterior wall face around a wall 
opening while said body is in contact with said position 
ing screws. 

8. The structure of claim 1, and said access panel 
comprising an outwardly open shallow pan-like body 
engageable within the wall opening adjacent to plumb 
ing ?ttings, and a plurality of wall tiles mounted and se 
cured within the pan-like body and having their front 
faces disposed in a common plane and said plane 
adapted to coincide with an adjacent wall facing 
through manipulation of said positioning screws and 
fastener screws. 

* * * * * 


