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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

A road safety marker featuring an improved marker 
stabilizing base removably connected thereto and 
safety accessories. 

23 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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ROAD SAFETY DEVICE AND ACCESSORIES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A recent type of road safety marker, which has en 
joyed wide acceptance, features a hollow, brightly col 
ored plastic cone, which is designed to break away 
from a supporting base when struck by a vehicle. Since 
the cone itself is very light in weight, it is necessary to 
fill the supporting base with a “?owable” material, 
such as water and/or sand, in order to stabilize the 
marker. This marker is a considerable advance over 
prior conically shaped safety markers, which include a 
permanently affixed solid base or require the utilization 
of sand bags to maintain the marker in place. 
However, as will be readily appreciated, it is off-times 

a great nuisance and/or expense to fill and/or empty for 
storage the supporting bases of a large number of these 
markers, and their supporting base may be split open 
when run over by heavy vehicles. Moreover, experi 
ence with commercially available markers of this type 
has shown that even when the supporting base is com 
pletely filled, the marker will not return to its normal 
upright position when tipped past about 31°. The utili 
zation of supporting bases of greater width and/or 
height dimensions with a view to achieving greater sta 
bility, would of course be undesirable from the stand 
point of road safety. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to road safety markers 
and more particularly to a hollow cone type road safety 
marker having an improved base and accessories for 
use with such marker. 
The present invention features the utilization of a 

plastic cone marker supporting base in the form of a 
steel supporting ring having a plurality of coil spring 
legs affixed thereto; the legs being utilized to resiliently 
retard tipping of the marker. The supporting base may 
be readily applied to the cone marker, as by dropping 
the supporting ring downwardly over the cone to posi 
tion the supporting ring in engagement with an annular 
bottom ?ange formed integrally with the cone and the 
legs in engagement with a marker supporting surface, 
such as the ground or a road surface. 
The present supporting base may be in either of two 

forms, namely, a light weight spring base suitable for 
use on low speed highways or secondary roads, and a 
heavy weight spring base for use on high speed high 
ways. 
The light weight spring base is characterized as hav 

ing its legs formed of relatively ?exible coil springs, 
which are fixed to the supporting ring by means of 
threaded bolts passing through holes in the ring and 
threaded into the inner end of each leg. A particularly 
important feature of this construction is the utilization 
of resiliently deformable sleeves of plastic or like mate 
rial, which are friction fitted over the inner end of each 
leg, such as to extend from adjacent the supporting ring 
outwardly past the end of the bolt. The sleeves serve to 
distribute stress in order to prevent the bolt ends from 
cutting through the relatively light weight spring coils. 
A commercial form of this type of base having six legs 
of about twelve inches in length will weigh on the order 
of about four and one-half pounds and be effective in 
returning the marker to an upright condition after 
being tilted through angles of upwards of about 57°. 
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2 
The heavy weight spring base is characterized as em 

ploying relatively in?exible coil spring legs, which are 
weakened or made ?exible at a point adjacent the inner 
ends thereof, as by spreading or opening several of the 
spring coils. By this arrangement, the legs may ?ex at 
this point sufficiently to permit the outer ends of the 
legs to conform to the surface of the ground. In this 
construction, the leg attaching devices, such as lag 
screws, are free to turn within their respective receiving 
openings in the supporting ring, thereby to permit the 
attaching devices and their associated legs to freely ro 
tate in the event a car wheel runs over the legs. A com 
mercial form of this type of base having six legs of 
about twelve inches in length will weigh on the order 
of about seven and one-half pounds and be effective in 
returning the marker to an upright condition after 
being tilted downwardly into engagement with the 
ground. 
A desirable feature of both constructions is the utili 

zation of threaded fasteners whose threads per inch and 
diameter is sufficient to produce slight axial spreading 
and radial expansion of the spring coils with which they 
are engaged. This simple operation results in positively 
locking the legs'on the fasteners and thus to the sup 
porting ring; rotations of the legs, as a result of being 
run over by the wheels of vehicles,~ being ineffective in 
unscrewing the legs from the fasteners. 
There are also disclosed several safety accessories 

having particular utility in combination with the pres 
ent marker construction. One such accessory in the 
form of a pair of light re?ective sleeves axially spaced 
by a non-re?ective member has broader utility in that 
it may be used as an improved and low cost replace 
ment for conventional highway prism re?ectors. 

DRAWINGS 

The nature and mode of operation of the present in 
vention will now be more fully described in the follow 
ing detailed description taken with the accompanying 
drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a highway safety 

marker formed in accordance with the present inven 
tion, additionally showing in phantom line the manner 
in which the marker is tilted under high wind loading 
conditions: 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the cone shaped 

marker portion breaking away from the supporting 
base portion when the former is struck by a vehicle; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken generally along line 

3~3 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken generally along the 

line 4—4 in FIG. 1, but showing an alternative support 
ing base construction; 
FIG. 5 is a vertical sectional view showing an acces 

sory adapted for use with the marker of the present in 
vention; 
FIG._6 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the area 

designated as FIG. 6 in FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a partially sectionalized view illustrating an 

other accessory, which may be used with the marker of 
the present invention; and 
FIGS. 8A and 8B are views illustrating variations of 

another type of accessory, which may be employed 
with the marker of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Reference is now made particularly to FIGS. 1 and 2, 
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wherein a road safety marker formed in accordance 
with the present invention is generally designated as 10. 
Marker 10 generally includes a hollow, frusto-conically 
shaped marker portion 12 open adjacent its top and 
base ends, and a supporting base portion 14. Prefera 
bly, marker portion 12 is of relatively light weight 
translucent plastic construction and is formed adjacent 
its relatively large diameter base end with a radially 
outwardly extending annular ledge or ?ange 16. Base 
portion 14 is intended to normally retain marker por 
tion 12 upright with its base end in engagement with a 
supporting surface, such as the ground or roadway sur 
face, while being adapted to return the marker portion 
to its normal upright position when tilted by wind load 
ing conditions, as shown generally in FIG. 1. 
Preferably, ledge 16 is sufficiently pliable to permit 

marker portion 12 to break away from supporting base 
14 whenever the former is subject to a high impact 
loading condition, while permitting base 14 to remain 
flatwise in engagement with the supporting surface, 
such as is generally illustrated in FIG. 2. However, it 
will be understood that ledge 16 possesses sufficient ri 
gidity to maintain the marker portion and supporting 
base assembled when the marker is tilted as a result of 
high wind loading conditions. Marker portions of the 
type having utility in the present construction are sold 
by Borg-Warner Corporation under the Trademark 
“Safety Guide” and identified by part numbers 
SG-25033 and SG-25034. Such marker portions have 
a height of thirty-six inches, a base diameter of twelve 
inches, a top diameter of 2.1 inches, a wall thickness of 
0.090 inches and a weight of 2.75 pounds. provided 

In accordance with the present invention, supporting 
base portion 14 includes a supporting angular ring 20, 
which is formed of a relatively heavy and rugged mate 
rial, such as iron or steel; a plurality of steel spring legs 
22; and a plurality of attaching devices 24, which serve 
to connect the inner ends of spring legs 22 to ring 20, 
such that the legs extend radially outwardly in opposite 
directions therefrom. Preferably, ring 20 is dimen 
sioned to be freely ?tted downwardly over marker por 
tion 12, so as to rest on ledge portion 16; and spring 
legs 22 made ?exible relative to ring 20 and to each 
other, so as to permit the spring legs to flex downwardly 
into engagement with the ground when the marker is 
upright. Preferably, a number of spring legs in excess 
of four are provoded and such spring legs are arranged 
in a substantially equally spaced relationship peripher 
ally of ring 20, thereby to permit several spring legs to 
be effective in retarding tipping of the marker portion 
and returning same to upright condition regardless of 
the direction of tipping. 
A ?rst embodiment of the present invention, which 

is illustrated in FIGS. l-3, is particularly adapted for 
use along relatively low speed highways or city streets 
and features a relatively light weight, inexpensive 
spring base construction. 
Referring more particularly to FIG. 3, it will be seen 

that in the relatively light weight spring base construc 
tion, spring legs 22 are formed of relatively light weight 
coil springs, which are characterized as being relatively 
free to ?ex vertically under their own weight and the 
weight ofa lead or steel slug 26 ?xed within their ?ared 
outer ends 28, as generally indicated in phantom line 
in FIG. 1. In this construction, the inner end of each of 
spring legs 22 is attached to ring 20 by means of attach 
ing device 24 in the form ofa threaded stud or bolt 30, 
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4 
which extends radially outwardly through ring aperture 
32 and is threadably received within the coils 34 of the 
inner end of the spring leg. A sleeve 36 of resiliently de 
formable material, such as nylon, is friction ?tted over 
the inner end of each spring leg, such as to extend 
lengthwise thereof inwardly and outwardly relative to 
the outer end of bolt 30. Sleeve 36 effectively serves to 
resiliently constrain flectures of the spring leg adjacent 
to the outer end of bolt 30, thereby to prevent the latter 
from cutting through and/or deforming the relatively 
light weight spring coils adjacent thereto. As will be ap 
parent, this arrangement may be reversed, as by replac 
ing bolt 30 with an internallythreaded sleeve suitably 
fixed to ring 20 and as by replacing sleeve 36 with a de 
formable cylindrical insert arranged concentrically in 
wardly of the spring leg. The light weight construction 
of these spring legs permits them to readily uncoil with 
out damage when run over by the wheels of a low speed 
vehicle, even though‘their inner ends are non-rotatably 
fixed to ring 20. 

In use, the light weight spring base construction 
would appear to principally rely on the weight of slugs 
26, which are carried by spring legs arranged opposite 
relative to the direction of tipping, to prevent tipping 
over of the marker. Preferably, the spring legs are suffi 
ciently ?exible to permit slugs 26 to remain in engage 
ment with the ground until the critical tipping angle is 
reached, as shown in FIG. 1. While the weight of ring 
20 and resilient deformation of the spring legs arranged 
in the direction of tipping assist in retarding tipping, 
they are principally relied upon to return the tipped 
marker to upright condition. 
A preferred form of this embodiment features six 

twelve inch long spring legs, weighs about four and 
one-half pounds, and is effective in returning the com 
mercially available cone marker mentioned above to’ an 
upright position after its having been tipped through 
upwards of about 57° by wind loadings. It has been 
found that greater stability may be achieved by adding 
more legs, but that the marker is unsuitable for high 
speed road conditions, since the spring legs are readily 
susceptible to damage by wheels of vehicles traveling 
at high speeds. 
While it will be readily apparent that legs 22 may be 

merely welded to ring 20 or to non-threaded studs pro 
jecting therefrom, the utilization of threaded fasteners 
is preferably in that it facilitates assembly of the sup 
porting base. It is a feature of the present invention that 
expected unthreading of the legs attached to ring 20 in 
this manner, as a result of rotations imparted thereto 
when run over by the wheels of a vehicle, 15 effectively 
prevented by the proper selection of stud diameter and 
number of threads per inch. In this respect, I have 
found that ifl employ a fastener characterized as hav 
ing fewer threads than there are coils 34 per inch and 
a diameter slightly in excess of the ID. of the coils 34, 
the spring leg may be positively and essentially perma 
nently locked on the fastener. In closing a fastener, it 
is only necessary to insure that it will produce very 
slight or just visually perceivable axial separations and 
radial expansion of coils 34 with which it engages. 
Reference is now made particularly to FIG. 4, which 

illustrates a relatively heavy weight spring supporting 
base construction, which is particularly adapted for use 
on high speed highways, whereon relatively high wind 
loading conditions are occasioned by the passage of 
trucks traveling at a high speed and damage would 
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likely occur to light weight spring legs, as mentioned 
above. In this construction, the spring legs will nor 
mally have larger and fewer coils per inch when com 
pared to the spring legs discussed in connection with 
FIG. 3, and will normally not de?ect vertically under 
their own weight. However, in order to permit these 
spring legs to ?ex relative to each other and the ring for 
engagement with the ground, one or more coils are 
opened up or spaced apart at a point slightly beyond 
the end of stud 30, as indicated by coils 34’. 
This construction also differs from that discussed 

with reference to FIG. 3, in that ring 20 is heavier and 
has its aperture 32 formed of a diameter sufficient to 
permit free rotation of stud 30 therewithin; this permit 
ting free rotation of the spring legs when run over at 
high speeds in order to prevent damage thereto. In that 
these spring legs do not readily ?ex immediately adja 
cent the outer end of stud 30, the resilient outer sleeve 
described in connection with FIG. 3 may be omitted. 
However, it is preferable to employ a fastener in the 
form of the illustrated “lag” screw, which tapers to 
wards its end and thus permits gradual ?exing of the 
spring leg at this point, if required. As in the construc 
tion previously described, it is preferable to close a lag 
screw or other fastener, which will result in positive 
locking the spring leg to the supporting ring. 

In use, when a marker employing the heavy weight 
spring base is tipped, opened coils 34' permit the outer 
ends of the spring legs arranged opposite relative to the 
direction of tipping to ?ex and remain in engagement 
with the ground through a limited portion of the tipping 
arc. Thereafter such ends leave the ground and the 
whole of the marker pivots about the ends of the legs 
arranged in the direction of tipping movement. Thus, 
in‘this form, reliance is placed upon the greater weight 
of the legs and ring, together with the greater spring 
rate of the legs to both retard tipping and to return the 
marker to upright position. Of course, for any given 
wind loading condition, a marker employing the heavy 
weight spring base will be tipped to a lesser extent than 
one employing the light weight base. 
A preferred form of this latter embodiment features 

six 12 inch long spring legs, weighs 7% pounds, and is 
effective in returning marker portion 12 to an upright 
condition even when tipped over into engagement with 
the ground. 
Reference is now made to FIG. 5, wherein marker 10 

is shown as being provided with accessories in the form 
ofa fixture 40 for supporting a blinking or ?ashing light 
source 42 within marker portion 12; and a cap 44 for 
weather sealing the open upper end of marker portion 
12 and removably locking fixture 40 in position. Light 
source 42 may be of any suitable construction, such as 
one of many battery operated types conventionally em 
ployed as a motorist or pedestrian warning. Fixture 40 
includes a bracket portion 46, which is suitably con 
structed to receive the light source; and at least a pair 
of spring legs 48, which are ?xed to extend co 
directionally from bracket portion 46. Each of legs 48 
is formed adjacent its free end with a hook 50, which 
is adapted to overlie the upper bounding edge of the 
marker portion for the purpose of suspending fixture 
40 therewithin. Preferably, as indicated in FIG. 6, legs 
48 are essentially parallel when non-deformed, except 
for having the outer ends bend, as at 48a, through 
about 20° in order to initially space hooks 50 a distance 
apart greater than the distance between the legs adja 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

60 

65 

6 
cent bracket portion 46 and the diameter of the upper 
end opening of marker portion 12. Fixture 40 is assem 
bled by ?rst passing hooks 50 upwardly through the 
open base end of marker portion 12; legs 48 being pro 
gressively and resiliently deformed towards one an 
other by engagement of the hooks with the inner coni 
cally shaped wall of the marker portion. When hooks 
50 are passed through the upper end opening of marker 
portion 12, legs 48 are permitted to immediately ?ex 
and position the hooks in overlying relationship to the 
bounding edge of the upper end opening. Of course, 
the overall length of legs 48 and bracket portion 46 is 
less than the height of marker portion 12 in order to po 
sition the light source above the ground and permit a 
limited degree of swinging movement of the fixture. 
Cap 44 is preferably in the form ofa plastic sleeve 54 

having its upper end closed by suitable means, such as 
a rubber plug 56; sleeve 54 having an internal diameter 
sufficient to permit it to be friction fit downwardly over 
hooks 50 when in ?xture suspending position. By this 
means, unseating of books 50 is prevented even during 
maximum tipping orientation of the marker. Prefera 
bly, the outer cylindrical surface of sleeve 54 is formed 
or coated with a material, which is highly re?ective to 
light; the cap thereby acting as a vehicle light re?ector 
to warn a motorist of the presence of the marker during 
the night even if the light source should fail. 
FIG. 7 illustrates a modified form of marker cap 44a, 

which includes a pair of upper and lower sleeves 62 and 
64 maintained in an axially spaced relationship by . 
means of a spacer member 66 having its ends fixed, as 
by adhesive, one within each of sleeves 62 and 64. The 
outer cylindrical surfaces of sleeves 62 and 64 are 
formed or coated with a highly re?ective material 
whereas the outer cylindrical surface of spacer member 
66 is formed of a material which is relatively non 
re?ective to light. Cap 44a is mounted on marker por 
tion 12 by friction fitting lower sleeve 64 downwardly 
over the upper end. It will be understood that cap 44a 
provides an improved and low cost replacement for 
conventional circular glass prisms re?ectors 68 of the 
type shown in FIG. 8a. In this respect, more re?ected 
light will be obtained from cap 440 than from a pair of 
conventional circular prisms of the same diameter and 
cap 44a is always functional regardless of its orienta 
tion relative to oncoming traffic. Moreover, due to its 
light weight plastic construction cap 44a, as well as cap 
44, will not constitute a dangerous projectile, if broken 
loose and propelled through the air as a result of a vehi 
cle accident. 
As will be apparent, cap 44a has general utility as a 

traffic warning or signal, that is, it may be used wher 
ever pairs of glass prisms have heretofore been used; 
the manner of supporting the cap being dependent on 
its installation. 
FIGS. 80 and 8b illustrate respectively, circular glass 

prism re?ectors and ?ag type warning device accesso 
ries, which may be employed with the safety marker 10. 
Each of these accessories comprises a tapered base 70, 
which is formed of a soft elastomeric material, and a 
standard 72, which is formed of a resiliently deform 
able plastic material, such as nylon, and imbedded in 
base 70. Glass prism re?ectors 68 and ?ag 74 may be 
fixed to standards 72 in any desired manner, as by ad 
hesive. The utilization of the above mentioned materi 
als in forming base 70 and standard 72 will greatly re 
duce the likelihood of these warning devices causing 
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injury or damage, if propelled through the air as a result 
of a vehicle accident. 

I claim: 
1. A safety marker for highways or the like compris 

ing in combination: 
a generally cone-shaped marker portion having a 
ledge portion arranged to extend radially from ad 
jacent a relatively large diameter base end thereof; 
and 

a supporting base portion for stabilizing said marker 
portion when said base end thereof is supported by 
engagement with a marker supporting surface, said 
base portion including metallic supporting ring 
means dimensioned to be fitted downwardly over 
said marker portion to rest on said ledge portion, 
a plurality of supporting surface engaging spring 
legs, and means for affixing an inner end of each of 
said legs to said ring means to extend radially out 
wardly in opposite directions therefrom, said legs 
being ?exible relative to said ring means and rela 
tive to each other. 

2. A marker according to claim 1, wherein said legs 
are of a number and arranged about said ring means 
such that any adjacent pair of said legs cooperate to de 
fine an angle less than 90°. 

3. A marker according to claim 2, wherein at least six 
of said legs are ?xed to said ring means and said legs are 
substantially equally spaced peripherally of said ring 
means. 

4. A marker according to claim 1, wherein said legs 
are formed from coil springs characterized as being 
readily ?exible substantially throughout the length 
thereof, and said means for af?xing said legs to said 
ring means includes a plurality of stud means extending 
radially outwardly from said ring means and ?xed one 
concentrically of said inner end of each of said legs and 
a plurality of resiliently deformable means arranged 
one concentrically of said inner end of each of said legs 
to extend lengthwise thereof inwardly and outwardly 
beyond a radially outer end of said stud means, each 
said leg being arranged concentrically intermediate its 
associated stud means and resilient means. 

5. A marker according to claim 4, wherein said stud 
means is fixed to extend concentrically inwardly of its 
associated leg and said resilient means is in the form of 
a sleeve. ’ 

6. A marker according to claim 5, wherein each of 
said stud means is threadably joined to coils of said 
inner end of its associated leg and each of said sleeves 
is a plastic sleeve friction ?tted over its associated leg, 
said stud means being characterized as producing slight 
axial separation and radial expansion of the coils to 
which it is joined, thereby to positively lock said leg on 
said stud means automatically upon threading of said 
stud means thereinto. ' 

7. A marker according to claim 1, wherein said legs 
are characterized as being formed of relatively rigid 
coil springs made ?exible by opening adjacent coils of 
said springs adjacent said inner ends thereof. 

8. A marker according to claim 7, wherein said 
means for af?xing said legs to said ring means includes 
means to journal said legs for rotation about an axis ex 
tending lengthwise of said inner end thereof. 

9. A marker according to claim 7, wherein said at 
taching means includes a plurality of stud means ?xed 
one to each of said inner ends of said legs, each of said 
stud means being rotatably supported by said ring 
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means, each of said stud means terminating at a point 
lengthwise of its associated leg spaced relatively radi 
ally inwardly from said point at which said adjacent 
coils are opened. ‘ 

10. A marker according to claim 9, wherein each of 
said stud means is threadably received within coils ad 
jacent said inner end of its associated leg and extends 
radially outwardly through a receiving opening in said 
ring means dimensioned to accommodate for free rota 
tional movement of said stud means therewithin, said 
stud means being characterized as producing slight 
axial separation and radial expansion of the coils within 
which it is received thereby to positively lock said leg 
on said stud means. 

11. A marker according to claim 1, wherein said 
marker portion is of hollow frusto-conical construction 
and formed of a light weight translucent plastic mate 
rial, said marker portion having an opening through 
said base end thereof and an opening through a rela 
tively small diameter upper end thereof; and said 
marker additionally includes means for suspending a 
battery operated light source within said marker por 
tion, said suspending means including bracket means 
for supporting said light source and at least two spring 
leg members fixed to and extending co-directionally 
from said bracket means for suspending said bracket 
means within said marker portion, said leg members 
having hook-shaped free end portions normally spaced ' 
one from another a distance in excess of the diameter 
of said upper end opening, whereby when said hook 
end portions are moved upwardly through said base 
end opening said leg members are resiliently deformed 
towards one another by engagement of said look end 
portions with inner wall surfaces of said marker portion 
and when said hook end portions are moved outwardly 
through said upper end opening said leg members are 
operable to position said hook end portions in overly 
ing relationship to an upper edge of said marker por 
tion bounding said upper end opening, said leg mem 
bers being dimensioned such that when said hooked 
end portions are disposed to rest on said bounding 
upper edge, said bracket means is suspended within 
said marker portion above said supporting surface. 
l2.'A marker according to claim 11, wherein said 

marker additionally includes a light re?ecting device 
for removably closing said upper end opening, said de 
vice comprising at least one sleeve closed adjacent an 
upper end thereof and dimensioned to be friction fitted 
downwardly over said hook end portions and about 
said upper end of said marker portion, said sleeve being 
covered throughout substantially the whole of the cy 
lindrical outer surface thereof with a relatively highly 
re?ective material. 

13. A marker according to claim 1, wherein said 
marker portion is of frusto-conical construction; and 
said marker additionally includes a light re?ecting de 
vice mounted on an upper end of said marker portion, 
said light re?ecting device including at least two sleeves 
having the cylindrical outer surfaces thereof covered 
with relatively highly re?ective material and a spacer 
member having its outer cylindrical surface formed of 
a relatively non-re?ective material, said spacer mem 
ber being ?xed adjacent opposite ends thereof within 
said sleeves to maintain said sleeves in axially spaced 
relationship, at least one of said sleeves being dimen 
sioned to be slip-friction ?tted downwardly over said 
upper end of said marker portion. 
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14. A marker according to claim 1, wherein said 
marker portion is of hollow frusto-conical construction 
having an operning through said base end and an open 
ing through an upper end thereof, and said marker ad 
ditionally includes means for mounting an auxiliary 
warning device on said upper end of said marker por 
tion, the last said means including a tapered plug 
formed of a soft elastomeric material and dimensioned 
to be slip-friction fitted into said upper end opening 
and a standard for mounting said auxiliary warning de 
vice above said plug, said standard being formed of a 
resiliently deformable plastic material and having a 
lower end thereof imbedded within said plug. 

15. A supporting base for a highway or like marker 
of the type including a generally cone-shaped marker 
portion having a ledge portion arranged to extend radi 
ally from adjacent a relatively large diameter base end 
thereof for base supporting said marker portion in en 
gagement with a supporting surface, said supporting 
base comprising in combination: 

metallic supporting ring means dimensioned to be 
freely fitted downwardly over said marker portion 
to rest on said ledge portion; 

a plurality of supporting surface engaging spring legs; 
and 

means for affixing an inner end of each of said legs 
to said ring means to extend radially outwardly in 
opposite directions therefrom, said legs being ?exi 
ble relative to said ring means and relative to each 
other. 

16. A supporting base according to claim 15, wherein 
at least six of said legs are affixed to said ring means 
and said legs are substantially equally spaced peripher 
ally of said ring means. 

17. A supporting base according to claim 15, wherein 
said legs are formed from coil springs characterized as 
being readily ?exible substantially throughout the 
length thereof; and 

said means for affixing said legs to said ring means in 
cludes a plurality of stud means extending radially 
outwardly from said ring means and ?xed one con 
centrically of said inner end of each of said legs and 
a plurality of resiliently deformable means ar 
ranged one concentrically of said inner end of each 
of said legs to extend lengthwise thereof inwardly 
and outwardly beyond a radially outer end of said 
stud means, each said leg being arranged concen 
trically intermediate its associated stud means and 
resilient means. 

18. A supporting base according to claim 17, wherein 
each of said stud means is threadably joined to coils of 
said inner end of its associated leg and each of said re 
silient means is a sleeve formed of a plastic material 
and friction fitted over its associated leg. 

19. A supporting base according to claim 15, wherein 
said legs are characterized as being formed of relatively 
rigid coil springs made ?exible by opening adjacent 
coils of said springs adjacent said inner ends thereof; 
and 

said means for affixing said legs to said ring means in 
cludes a plurality of stud means fixed one to each 
of said inner ends of said legs, each of said stud 
means being rotatably supported by said ring 
means and terminating at a point lengthwise of its 
associated legs spaced relatively radially inwardly 
from said point at which said adjacent coils are 
opened. 
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20. A supporting base according to claim 19, wherein 

each said stud means is threadably received within coils 
adjacent said inner end of its associated leg and extends 
radially outwardly through a receiving opening in said 
ring means dimensioned to accommodate for free rota 
tional movement of said stud means therewithin. 

21. A safety marker for highways or the like compris 
ing in combination: 

a hollow frusto-conically shaped v marker portion 
formed of a light weight translucent plastic mate 
rial, said marker portion having an opening 
through a relatively small diameter upper end and 
an opening through a relatively large diameter base 
end thereof, said base end serving to support said 
marker portion in engagement with a supporting 
surface and having a ledge portion arranged to ex 
tend radially outwardly thereof; 

a supporting base portion for stabilizing said marker 
portion to maintain said base end in engagement 
with said supporting surface, said base portion hav 
ing an opening therethrough dimensioned to per 
mit said base portion to be fitted downwardly over 
said marker to rest on said ledge portion, said base 
portion extending radially outwardly of said ledge 
portion; and 

means for suspending a battery operated light source 
within said marker portion, said suspending means 
including bracket means for supporting said light 
source and at least two spring metal leg members 
fixed to and extending co-directionally from said 
bracket means for suspending said bracket means 
within said marker portions, said leg members hav 
ing hook shaped free end portions normally spaced 
one from another a distance in excess of the diame 
ter of said upper end opening, whereby when said 
hook end portions are moved upwardly through 
said base end opening, said leg members are resil 
iently deformed towards one another by engage 
ment of said hook end portions with inner wall sur 
faces of said marker portions and when said hook 
end portions are moved through said upper end 
opening said leg members are operable to position‘ 
said hook end portions in overlying relationship to 
an upper edge of said marker portion bounding 
said upper end opening, said leg members being di 
mensioned such that when said hook end portions 
are disposed to rest on said upper bounding edge, 
said bracket means is suspended within said marker 
portion above said supporting surface. 

22. A safety marker according to claim 21, wherein 
a pair of leg members are provided and relatively ar 
ranged to position said hook end portions thereof in 
overlying relationship with diametrically opposite sides 
of said upper bounding edge thereby to permit swinging 
movement of said bracket means within said marker 
portion; and said marker additionally includes a light 
re?ecting device for removably closing said upper end 
openings, said device comprising at least one sleeve 
closed adjacent an upper end thereof and dimensioned 
to be friction ?tted downwardly over said hook end 
portions about said upper end of said marker portion, 
said sleeve being covered throughout substantially the 
whole of its outer cylindrical surface with a light re 
?ecting material. 

23. A safety marker according to claim 21, wherein 
said leg members when non-deformed extend from said 
bracket means in an essentially parallel relationship, 
and are bent adjacent said hook end portions thereof, 
whereby said leg members when non-deformed tend to 
maintain said hook end portions spaced a distance 
apart in excess of the spacing of said leg portions adja 
cent said bracket means. 
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