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MULTIPACK CARRIER 

CROSS REFERENCES OF THE RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This is a division of application Ser. No. 767,387, 
filed Oct. 14, 1968 now US. Pat. No. 3,628,823, issued 
Dec. 21, 1971. 

This invention relates to new and useful improve 
ments in a multi-unit package of cans or similar con~ 
tainers and a carrier strip having strip-connected 
spaced loops for engaging the outward rims or beads of 
adjacent cans and handle means for carrying the 
package. 
An object of the invention is to provide a carrier for 

such a package wherein the clips may be formed in 
tegral with a strip of suitable material, such as plastic, 
or they'may be separately attached to and ‘carried by 
the strip in which case the strip ,is complementarily 
apertured to receive the clips for this purpose. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a multi 

unit package of the above type wherein handle means 
may be provided by looped portions of the strip inter 
mediate adjacent clips, or by handle means separately 
attached to the strip. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a 

package of the above type wherein the strip and as 
sociated clips may be attached to opposite ends of the 
containers in the package with handle means as an in 
tegral part of the strip or separately attached to the 
ends thereof for carrying the package with the cans or 
like containers in horizontal position. 
The above and other objects of the invention will in 

part be obvious and will hereinafter be more fully 
pointed out. ' 

In the accompanying drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing the assembled 

package as a six-pack of cans; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view similar to F IG'. 1 with the 

cardboard cover separated from the package; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevation of 

the package of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4.is a fragmentary top plan view of FIG. 3 with 

the cover removed; 
FIG. Sis an end elevation of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a reduced fragmentary bottom plan view of 

the integral strip and clips; 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of a strip 

with clips separately attached thereto in position to be 
applied to engage the container rims; 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary, substantially reversed view 
of FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is a detail perspective view showing a clip in 
position to be attached to the complementarily aper 
tured strip; 

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a partially assembled 
package where the strip and attached clips will engage 
opposite end beads of the containers and an inter 
mediate portion of the strip between the container ends 
serves as a handle means; 

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a package with the 
strip and clips of FIG. 7 and showing a separately at 
tached handle means; and 

FIGS. 12 and 13 are perspective views showing 
modi?cations of handle means separately attached to 
strips with clips engaging the container beads at op 
posite ends of the package. 
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Referring in more detail to the accompanying 

drawings and particularly to the form of the invention 
shown in FIGS. 1 through 6, a six-pack package of cans 
C is shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. In this form of the inven 
tion, the strip and clips are integral and may be formed 
of any suitable material, preferably plastic. The clips 
l0, l2 and 14 are spaced to engage adjacent end rims 
or beads of the containers. Intermediate the clips, the 

0 strip is provided with ?nger grippingloop portions 16, 
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16a which may be preformed or ?exed to that shape. 
With such a package of containers, there may be pro 
vided a cardboard or plastic cover D serving as a dis 
play surface for product identification, advertising, or 
the like. ’ 

The clips are identical, whether integral with the 
strip or separately attached thereto, so that the details 
of one such clip will now be described and reference 
will also be made to FIG. 9 in this connection. Each clip' I 
10, 12 and 14 includes a top portion 20 having at the 
ends thereof depending end portions 22, 22a. Each de 
pending end portion 22, 22a is provided with outwardly 
extending and upwardly facing shoulder surfaces 24, 
24a and 26, 260, respectively. Intermediate the length 
of the top portion 20, each clip is provided with de 
pending side wall portions 28, 280 which present inner 
surfaces curved to complementally and snugly engage 
the adjacent inner curved surfaces of adjacent con 
tainer beads or rims 18. Intermediate the lengths of the 
wall portions 28, 28a, there are provided outwardly ex 
tending ribs 30, 30a, serving as reinforcement means 
and including downwardly facing shoulder surfaces 32, 
32a. Referring back to FIGS. 4 and 5, it will be noted 
that the top portion 20 of each clip overlies and rests on 
the underlying adjacent and abutting container beads 
18 with the inner surfaces of the beads snugly engaged 
by the complemental surfaces of the wall portions 28, 
28a. When so attached to a pair of containers, the lugs 
or shoulder surfaces 24, 240 at one end of a clip and the 
similar surfaces 26, 26a at the opposite end thereof are 
engaged beneath the under and outwardly extending 
surfaces of adjacent container beads for support pur 
poses in cooperation with the engagement therewith by 
the depending wall portions 28, 280. Thus, with the in 
tegral strip and clip construction shown in FIGS. 1 
through 6, the clip-connected pairs of containers may 
be lifted as a multi-unit package by grasping the loop or 
finger portions 16, 16a. 

Reference is now made to FIGS. 7, 8 and 9, illustrat 
ing individual clips 10a, 12a, 14a each of which is 
separately attached to a strip S of suitable material, 
preferably plastic. For this purpose, the strip S is pro 
vided with transverse openings or slots 34, 34a 
therethrough to receive by suitable manipulation the 
depending end portions 22, 22a, respectively, of each 
clip with the shoulder surfaces 24, 24a and 26, 26a un 
derlying the strip. The side edges of the depending por 
tions 22, 22a may be tapered, as illustrated, to facilitate 
assembly with the strip. When so assembled, thelarge 
opening 36 in the strip receives the depending wall por 
tions 28, 28a with the vertical edges 31, 31a of the ribs 
30, 30a engaging the edges of the opening 36 and with 
the shoulder portions 32, 32a overlying and engaging 
the outer surface of the strip. 
The strip shown in FIGS. 7, 8 and 9, that is, the strip 

with individual clips separately attached thereto, may 
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be employed in the modi?ed forms of packages shown 
in FIGS. 10' through 13 to which reference is now 
made. Strip S1 of FIG. 10 is of the type to embrace op 
posite ends ofa multi-unit package with attached clips 
engaging the container beads as described above. In 
this form of package, the cardboard cover D may be 
applied to one end of a package and a similar card 
board cover D1 may be applied to the opposite end 
thereof. When assembled to connect the units of the 
package, there remains a portion Sla at one end of the 
strip which serves as a handle for carrying the package 
with the containers in horizontal position. In FIG. 11 a 
single strip S2 is employed with separately attached 

10 

clips 10a, 12a, 14a joining adjacent pairs of containers - 
in the manner described above and provided with a 
separately attached handle 40_ by which the package 
can be carried with the ends of the containers upper 
most. In FIGS. 12 and 13, the strips S3, S3a or the strips 
S4, S411 may underlie the bottommost pair of con 
tainers in the package or may comprise separate strips 
carrying the attached clips 10a, 12a, 14a which engage 
the adjacent container beads as described..ln these 
forms of packages, the free ends of the strip legs or rims 
may be suitably apertured to receive enlarged end for 
mations of separately attached handles such as 42 of 
FIG. 12 and 43 of FIG. 13 by which the packages are 
carried with the containers in horizontal position as 
mentioned in connection with FIG. 10. 
With respect to the cover D, it is provided with aper 

tures 44, 44a, 44b'dimensioned to receive the overall 
length and width dimensions of the clips 10, 12, 14 or 
10a, 12a, 14a, as the case may be in the various forms 
of packages shown. Thus, in FIG. 1, the cover D may be 
applied to the ends of the containers and the clips 10, 
l2, 14 passed through the openings 44, 44a, 44b, 
respectively, to engage the container beads with the 
handle portions 16, 16a projecting thereabove. When 
in position, edges of the openings in the cover may be 
pressed to underlie the downwardly facing shoulder 
surfaces 32, 32a of each clip to snugly maintain the 
cover in position.yWhere the clips are separately at 
tached to a strip, as in FIGS. 7 through 13, the covers 
D, DI (FIG. 10) will underlie the strip 51 with the clips 
10a, 12a, 14a extending through the apertures 44, 44a, 
44b, respectively, in the covers. It is to be understood 
that covers may be employed with the packages of 11, 
12 and 13 if desired. 
While certain forms of the invention have been 

shown for purposes of illustration, it is to be understood 
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4 
that various changes in details of construction and ar 
rangement of parts may be made without departing 
from the scope of the invention as set forth in the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A multi-unit package of cans or like containers 

having outward end beads or rims with outer bead sur 
faces of adjacent containers in abutting relationship, 
and including a strip of sheet material with spaced clips 
therealong, each clip including a top portion overlying 
adjacently positioned container beads, side walls de 
pending from said top portion and presenting opposite 
inner surfaces shaped to snugly engage inner surfaces 
of adjacent container beads, and end walls depending 
from said top portion and each having outward lug for 
mations to engage beneath outwardly extendin under 
surfaces of adjacent container beads, and hand e means 
associated with the strip for carrying the package, and 
wherein the strip carries clips at spaced intervals and 
separately attached thereto in position to engage ad 
jacent container beads in the package with the as 
sociated strip and clips being disposed at opposite ends 
of the packaged containers with the clips engaging the 
container beads at both ends thereof, and wherein the 
handle means comprises a handle member separately 
attached to the ends of the strip at one end of the 
package for carrying the package with the containers in 
horizontal position. 

2. A multi-unit package of cans or like containers 
having outward end beads or rims with outer bead sur 
faces of adjacent containers in abutting relationship, 
and including a strip of sheet material with spaced clips 
therealong, each clipincluding a top portion overlying 
adjacently positioned container beads, side walls de 
pending from said top portion and presenting opposite 
inner surfaces shaped to snugly engage inner surfaces 
of adjacent container beads, and end walls depending 
from said top portion and each having outward lug for 
mations to engage beneath outwardly extending under 
surfaces of adjacent container beads, and handle means 
associated with the strip for carryingthe package, and 
wherein the strip carries clips at spaced intervals and 
separately attached theretoin position to engage ad 
jacent container beads in the package at least at one 
end thereof, and wherein a cover element is trapped by 
the strip over the secured ends of the containers in the 
package and is apertured for passage of the clips 
therethrough into engagement with the adjacent con 
tainer beads. 


