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[57] ABSTRACT 
A ?re-fighting auxiliary apparatus which enables one 
person alone to easily and quickly connect the hose to 
the hydrant as well as to unwind and lay out the hose. 
The use of a hose which is spooled on a brakable reel 
and the handling of same in combination with a porta 
ble unit can most remarkably prolong the service life 
of a hose. For a synthetic fire hose especially spooled 
storage is very economical. 

4 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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FIRE-FIGHTING AUXILIARY APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The hitherto used fire hose boxes wherein fire hoses 
are placed in zigzag layers have the'disadvantage of 
causing too much wear and tear, due to the repeated 
bending of the hose. This shows particularly when the 
new fire hoses made of synthetic material are used. 
Trailers are used to transport these hose boxes or also 
frequently used hose reels. Two men at least are 
needed for taking the hose out of the hose box as well 
as for the unwinding from a hose reel and laying out of 
the hose. To unwind the hose from the reel, a bar is in~ 
serted through the hollow reel axle which has to be held 
by two men, while the hose is unwound from the reel by 
a ‘third man. ' 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention a fire 
fighting auxiliary apparatus is provided. It constitutes a 
portable unit whereon a reel having brakes is attached. 
The carrier of the apparatus can carry the hose to the 
place of use, unwind it and lay it out without anybody’s 
help. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows a side view of the apparatus with the 
reel, jet pipe and hydrant key, without hose and carry 
ing straps, seen from the one side; 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the apparatus with the reel, jet 
pipe and hose lock key, without hose and carrying 
straps, seen from the other side; 

FIG. 3 is a side view of the apparatus, hydrant key 
and hose lock key, seen from the turned away side of 
the apparatus; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view to FIG. 3; . 
FIG. 5‘ is a chart presentation of the ?re-fighting aux 

iliary apparatus, fully equipped, seen from the side; and 
FIG. 6 is a chart presentation of the ?re-?ghting aux 

' iliary apparatus, fully equipped, seen fromthe top. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The shown apparatus comprises a light metal support 
plate 1 which is laterally strut upwards by two strut 
welts 2. On each side of the support plate I two rectan 
gularly arranged support frames 3, comprising support 
ing posts 4, are secured by screws 3" (FIG. 3), which 
are ?xed by a connecting prop 4', thus forming 
together with the support plate I a portable unit, which 
can be back-carried by means of carrying straps 5 
(FIG. 5 and 6). The ends of the carrying straps 5 are 
looped through double‘slotted holes 6 (FIG. 3) in the 
support plate I and fixed by rivets. Two perforated 
disks 8 connected by a hollow axle 7 form the hose reel. 
The latter is also made of light metal and is rotatably_ 
mounted in bearings 10 by means of axle journals 9 in 
the horizontal part of the frame 3, which is provided 
with reinforcers 3’. Two set screws 11, serving as reel 
brakes, are acting on a brake disk 12 fixed to the ad 
jacent hose reel, thereby preventing any undesired ‘un 
winding movement of the reel. Stop screws 13 are 
securing the reinforcers 3’ to the frame 3. 
The hose 14 is spooled on the reel 7, 8 and with .its 

outer hose coupling member 15, provided with front 
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gearing cams to be connected to the hydrant, connecta 
ble to a ?rst bayonet slot 16 arranged in the middle 
upper portion of the support plate 1. After unwinding 
of the hose 14, the inner hose coupling member 17, 
resting against the hollow axle 7, is connectable to the 
jet pipe 18. For use, the latter is connectable with its 
coupling part 18' to the inner hose coupling member 
17 of the hose 14. If not in use, the jet pipe 18 is con 
nectable by its coupling part 18’ to a‘ second bayonet 
slot 16 arranged in the middle lower portion of the sup 
port plate 1. A hose lock key 22 is releasably mounted 
on the one of the support frames 3 by means of holders 
23', 24. The other of the support frames 3 is provided 
with ahydrant key 19, which is in an easily removable 
manner held by holders 20 and 21 of the respective 
support frame. A hose carrying strap 26 is suspended 
on a first hook 25 arranged in the one side portion of 
the support plate 1, this carrying strap 26 serving to 
hold the hose in a known manner. The lower part of the 
hose carrying strap 26 is held by a first clamp 27. The 
latter is secured by a screw 27' (FIG. 3) to the support 
plate 1. 28 designates a grappling rope hanging on a 
second hook 29 arranged in the other side portion of 
the support plate I, the lower part of the grapping rope 
28 is held by a second clamp 30 which is secured to the 
support plate 1 by a stop screw 30' (FIG. 3). 
The herein described fire-?ghting auxiliary ap 

paratus has a height of 750 mm, a width of 500 mm and 
a depth of 500mm. It only weighs about ID to 12 kg, 
which makes it easy to carry to and to operate at the 
place of use by any ?re-?ghter or helper. At the place 

- of use the outer hose coupling member 15 of the hose is 
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detached from the upper bayonet slot 16 on the sup 
port plate 1 and connected to the hydrant. Thereafter, 
the apparatus is carried on the back of a ?re-?ghter to 
the scene of tire, simultaneously, the hose unwinds 
from the reel 7, 8. In this manner, depending on the 
distance, two or more hoses can be connected toeach 
other, each of them carried by one man only. To the 
inner hose coupling member l7,v headed to the tire 
ladder, the jet pipe is connected which has been taken 
off the support plate 1 for that purpose. 

While the invention has been described in detail with 
respect to a now preferred example and embodiment of 
the invention it will be understood by those skilled in 
the art after understanding the invention, that various 
changes and modi?cations may be made without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention and it 
is intended, therefore, to cover all such changes and 
modi?cations in the appended claims. 
Having thus described our invention, We claim: 
I. A portable ?re-fighting auxiliary apparatus com 

prising in combination: 
a. a support plate having front and rear surfaces and 

top, bottom and side edges, said front surface of 
said plate including side portions and an offset 
middle portion which formsa vertically extending 
centrally located recessed portion between said, 
side portions to reinforce said plate, 

. a pair of straps on the front surface of said plate at 
tached at the opposite ends to said side portions 
for securing the apparatus to the back of a person, 
said recessed portion of said support plate serving 
to centrally retain said apparatus on the back of a 

person, 
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c. spaced parallel frame members extending rear 
wardly from said support plate and located a 
spaced distance from said bottom edge of said sup 
port plate, 

d. at least one leg mounted on each frame member a 
spaced distance from said support plate and ex 
tending downwardly to rest along with the bottom 
edge of said support plate on a surface 

e. a reel rotatably mounted between said frame mem 
bers for retaining a coiled ?re hose, 

f. a brake disc mounted on said hose reel, 
g. screw means on at least one of said frame members 

for adjustably applying frictional pressure to said 
brake disc to retard rotation of said hose reel, and 
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4 
h. a pair of bayonet slots at spaced locations in the 

recessed portion of said support plate for 
releasably retaining a bayonet type coupling on the 
free end of said ?re hose and a bayonet type 
coupling end of ajet pipe respectively. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising 
a ?rst retaining means for supporting a hose carrying 
strap. 

3. Apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising 
a second retaining means for securing a grappling rope. 

4. An apparatus according to claim 1 further com 
prising a third retaining means for securing a hydrant 
key. 
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