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RE-USABLE HANDLE BAG 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to handle or carrier bags which 
are commonly referred to as shopping bags. In particu 
lar, this invention relates to carrierv bags in which the 
bag portion is made of ?exible, film-like material, and 
the handle is made of a relatively rigid material. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

Many bags with handles are known in the prior art 
and all have certain advantages and disadvantages. The 
present invention represents an improvement over the 
type of bags disclosed in US. Pat. No. 3,429,498 issued 
to J. J. Dorfman on Feb. 25, I969 and US. Pat. No. 
3,525,468 issued to Seymour Kamins on Aug. 25, 
I970. A third patent of interest is US. Pat. No. 
3,549,085 issued to Robert L. Hart on Dec. 22, I970. 
Both the Dorfman and the Kamins patents shown 

carrier bags with handles attached thereto. In the Dorf 
man patent the handle is attached to the only flap pro 
vided on the bag and this ?ap in turn acts as a closure 
for the bag’s mouth. This is unsatisfactory as the weight 
of the contents of the bag will be supported only by the 
single flap leaving an imbalance which can lead to pre 
mature failure of the bag. Accordingly, it is one object 
of the present invention to provide a handle bag con 
struction wherein the load carried by a ?lled bag is 
evenly distributed to opposed sides of the bag. 

In the Kamins patent, the handle is attached to the 
interior surface of one side of the bag's mouth and a 
?ap having an apperture formed therein extends from 
the other side of the bag's mouth and a portion of the 
handle will pass through the aperture in order to close 
the bag. However, by attaching the handle directly to 
and within the perimeter of the bag‘s mouth, it 
becomes difficult to insert the handle grip through the 
aperture, particularly when the bag is filled. This dif 
ficulty is even more pronounced if the grip portion of 
the handle is of a dimension to be conveniently 
manually handled. Accordingly, it is another object of 
the present invention to provide a handle bag which is 
readily and securely closable and has, at the same time, 
a grip of convenient size for comfortable carrying by 
hand. 

These and other advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent to those skilled in the art from 
the following description of the invention. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In its broadest aspect, the present invention is a re 
usable handle bag which will lie ?at when it is empty 
and which comprises bag or pouch means and handle 
means. The bag or pouch has a mouth from a portion of 
whose periphery a closure flap extends, and, from the 
opposed side of the mouth of the bag, a tapered handle 
flap extends. A handle is affixed to the handle flap and 
is positioned so that it can pass through a receiving 
aperture which has been provided in the closure flap 
and thereby close the bag. 

In a more limited aspect, the present invention is a 
handle bag wherein the width of the closure flap is ap 
proximately one-half the perimeter of the bag mouth, 
and the width of the handle flap is less than the remain 
ing one-half of the perimeter of the bag mouth. The 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

2 
closure ?ap is folded over and sealed to itself along its 
side edges and the receiving aperture is located in the 
fold line of the closure ?ap. The handle comprises a 
connecting bar which is attached to the handle flap and 
a grip portion which is adapted to extend through the 
receiving aperture. A shoulder is associated with the 
connecting bar, but the shoulder does not extend 
through the aperture. The shoulder acts as a load bear 
ing surface and receives that portion of the load of a 
?lled bag which is carried by and transmitted through 
the closure ?ap. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings in which a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention is shown: 

FIG. I is a front view of the handle bag of the present 
invention showing the bag in its closed condition; 

FIG. 2 is a view taken along section lines 2 — 2 of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front view of the bag as shown in FIG. I 

but with the handle flap of the bag folded down so that 
the bag is in its open condition; ‘ ‘ 

FIG. 4 is a view of the preferred handle for the ban» 
dle bag of the present invention; and 

FIG. 5 is a view taken along section line 5 -— 5 of 
FIG. 4. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

In FIG. I the preferred embodiment of the handle 
bag I of the present invention is shown in its closed 
condition. Handle bag 1 comprises bag or pouch means 
2 and handle means he made by folding a sheet of film 
like material and 3. The bag means 2 can be it along its 
sides leaving the opposed edges open to form a mouth. 

FIG. 2 is a view along section line 2 —- 2 of FIG. 1 
and shows in detail the construction of the handle bag 
of the subject invention. In this view, bag means 2 com 
prises front wall 7 and back wall 8. Front wall 7‘con» 
tinues upwardly past the bag mouth, which is not distin 
guishable in this view, and an extension of front wall 7 
becomes handle ?ap 13. The connecting bar portion 4 
of handle 3 is attached to handle flap 13. When the bag 
and the handle are made of the same or similar ther 

moplastic material, this attachment of the handle con 
necting bar 4 to the flap 13 can be accomplished by 
heat sealing. 
The back wall 8 of the bag 2 as shown in FIG. 2 con 

tinues upwardly past the bag mouth, which, as stated 
above, can not be distinguished in this figure, and forms 
closure flap 6. As can be seen, closure flap 6 has an 
aperture through which the handle 3 extends and the 
closure ?ap completely covers the bag opening or 
mouth. The bag material forming closure flap 6 is dou 
bled back upon itself for added strength and, in a 
preferred embodiment, reinforcing insert 10 is placed 
between the folds of closure flap 6 as shown. 
Turning now to FIG. 3, the handle bag of the present 

invention is shown in its open condition with handle 
?ap l3 folded downwardly from bag mouth 14. In this 
view, the sloping or tapered sides 11 of the handle flap 
[3 are clearly shown and the end of the ?ap 13 with its 
straight cut edge 12 to which connecting bar 4 of han 
dle 3 is attached can be fully appreciated. Closure flap 
6, in the preferred embodiment, has its side 24 sealed 
to themselves at the edges of the bag. This provides for 
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positive and complete closing of the bag. To close the 
bag from the open condition shown in FIG. 3, the han 
dle 3 is rotated upwardly, closure flap 6 is lifted, and 
the grip portion 23 of the handle means 3 is inserted 
through receiving apertures 9. Receiving aperture 9 is 
approximately the same width as the widest portion of 
grip means 23. When the grip means 23 has been in‘ 
serted through receiving aperture 9, the shoulder 22 of 
handle means 3 comes to rest on the interior part of the 
closure flap 6 beneath fold line 25. When this closing 
operation is completed, the bag will then have the ap 
pearance as shown in FIG. 1. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 show in greater detail the structure of 
handle means 3. Handle means 3 comprises basically 
grip means 23 and connecting bar 4. Connecting bar 4 
has shoulders 22 formed on its upper side which are 
?ared or ?ange-like projections to provide a broader 
load bearing surface for connecting bar 4. Filler strip 
27 connects connecting bar 4 to the grip portion 23. A 
flared edge 21 is provided around the interior 
periphery of grip 23 and this ?ared edge has a flange 
like construction and provides a broad area to dis 
tribute the load of the ?lled handle bag to the hand of 
the person carrying the bag. At two points within the 
inner perimeter of grip 23 the ?ared edge 21 departs 
from being completely coincident with the perimeter of 
the grip 23 and forms notches 20 leaving grip edges 26 
exposed. The ?ared edge 21 forms a second purpose in 
that it directs the edges of the receiving aperture 9 of 
closure flap 6 outwardly and down below notches 20 to 
form a positive and secure lock of the closure ?ap onto 
handle means 3. 

FIG. 5 is a view of FIG. 4 taken along section lines 5 - 
5 and shows in greater detail the structure of ?ared 
edge 21, the exposed interior grip edge 26, the filler 
strip 27, and the connecting bar 4. 

Returning now to FIG. 3, the tapered or sloping 
edges 11 of handle ?ap 13 are preferably cut at about a 
45° angle to the vertical. This provides for ease of inser 
tion of handle ?ap 13 under closure flap 6 as handle 
?ap 13 is rotated at bag mouth 14. Of course, depend 
ing upon the desired width of a particular handle bag 
and the desired width of the shoulders 22 of the grip 
means 3, the sloping or tapered edges 11 can be made 
to vary in angularity. The closure of the bag is made 
relatively easy as closure flap 6 can be rotated 
backwardly away from the handle ?ap 13 so that the 
grip means 23 can be quickly inserted into receiving 
aperture 9. This ?exibility and ease in closing is a 
distinct advantage of the present handle bag over those 
of the prior art. 

In FIG. 2, it is clearly seen how the load of a ?lled 
bag is evenly distributed. Front wall 7 will transmit ap 
proximately half the load of a filled bag through closure 
flap 13 to connecting bar 4 and hence to handle means 
3. Likewise, back wall 8 transmits its half of the load 
through closure flap 6 which rest upon shoulder 22 and 
thence to handle means 3. 
Many ?exible, film-like materials are suitable for 

making the bag or pouch portion of the subject inven 
tion. The most common materials would be those that 
are classified as either paper, plastic, or cloth. The 
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4 
preferred material is a thermoplastic such as 
polyethylene in a thickness ranging between 2 and 4 
mils. Preferred widths of the bag ran e_from approxi 
mately l5 Inches to approximately 2 inches and the 
length or height of the bag can range from l2 inches to 
18 inches. Within these dimensional ranges, a typical 
receiving aperture would be a slit ranging from about 3 
to 8 inches with a preferred width being about 5 inches. 
The handle means can also be constructed of various 

materials such as paper or ?ber board, plastic, metal, or 
wood. A preferred material is a thermoplastic such as 
polyethylene. The total width of a handle means includ 
ing the shoulders can preferably vary between 8 and t2 
inches and the total height of a handle can be about 3 
to 7 inches with the preferred height being about 5 
inches. 
Having thus described my invention, 1 claim: 
1. A handle bag comprising: 
a. a bag having a mouth, said bag being adapted to lie 

?at when empty and being constructed from flexi 
ble, ?lm-like material; 

. a closure flap extending from a portion of the 
periphery of said bag mouth, said closure flap 
being folded over and sealed to itself along its side 
edges to form a fold, and said closure ?ap having a 
receiving aperture located in its fold-line; 

. a handle flap extending from a portion of said bag 
mouth opposed to said closure flap, the sides of 
said handle flap being tapered whereby the width 
of the handle ?ap is reduced as the handle ?ap ex 
tends away from said bag mouth; and, 

. a handle attached to said handle ?ap, at least a 

portion of said handle being adapted to pass into 
said fold and through said receiving aperture 
whereby said handle ?ap and said closure flap 
cover the mouth of said bag. 

2. The handle bag of claim 1 wherein the width of 
said closure ?ap is approximately one~half the perime 
ter of said bag mouth and the width of the handle ?ap is 
less than the remaining one-half of the perimeter of 
said bag mouth. 

3. The handle bag of claim 1 wherein the handle 
comprises: 

i. a connecting bar which is attached to said handle 

ii. a grip portion which is adapted to extend'through 
said receiving aperture. 

4. The handle bag of claim 3 wherein the handle in 
cludes a shoulder associated with said connecting bar, 
said shoulder and said connecting bar being wider than 
said receiving aperture. 

5. The handle bag of claim 1 wherein the sides ofsaid 
handle ?ap are tapered at approximately 45° angles 
from the vertical. 

6. The handle bag of claim 5 wherein the connecting 
bar and shoulder are substantially the same width as the 
handle flap at the point at which said connecting bar is 
attached to said handle ?ap. 

7. The handle bag of claim 6 wherein a reinforcing 
insert extending the width of the closure ?ap is as 
sociated with said receiving aperture. 
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