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[57] ABSTRACT 

Aicollapsible basketball goal comprising a backboard 
- made up of two pivoted sections held in their assem 
bled position by means of stirrup members mounted to 
the respective sections with support straps extending 
therebetween. The backboard is mounted on a col 
lapsable tubular upright support which in turn is 
mounted through an aperture to an anchor shoe in the 
base by shoe hinge couplings. Braces extend from the 
tubular support through further apertures in the base 
to further anchor shoes. The base comprises a first 
slidable member having the aforesaid apertures and a 
second slidable member over the ?rst to keep the 
pieces from falling out of the base when stored 
therein. 

2 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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BASKETBALL EQUIPMENT SUPPORT WITH 
CARRYING CASE 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to collapsible equip 
ment devices, and more speci?cally relates to a porta 
ble collapsible equipment support device which pro 
vides a unitary construction for transporting the col 

,lapsed equipment to a location-inside a base element 
which functions as a strengthened support base for the 

' equipment on assemblage thereof in cooperation with 
an assembled adjacent support structure. 

Pursuant to the invention, the portable equipment 
- support device may be utilized conveniently and effi 
ciently, to enable transport of a lightweight unit which, 
on assemblage at any desired location, provides ?rm 
and strong support for said equipment. _ 

In accordance with the foregoing, it may be regarded 
‘ as among the objects of the present invention to pro 
vide a novel unitary device, for coordinated element in 
teraction, which can be collapsed and assembled as 

' equipment support for play of a game or for transport 
to a location as desired, and which when assembled 

’ provides a strong support for the equipment supported 
thereon. 
Now in accordance with the present invention, the 

, foregoing objects and others as will become apparent in 
the course of the ensuing speci?cation are achieved 
through use‘ of a portable equipment support device 
operable, as will be described below,.so=_that locations 
heretofore remote or inaccessible for use of equipment 
can be served thereby and’so that a unitary device can 
be utilized for transport and support thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

The invention is diagramatically illustrated, by way 
of example, in the appended drawings, wherein similar 
reference characters indicate like parts, in which: 

FIG. 1 is an elevational perspective view of a porta 
ble equipment support device embodying the inven 
tion, shown in assembled equipment embodiment 
thereof; 

FIG._ 2 is a perspective view of the invention, shown 
in dissassembled encased equipment embodiment 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the portable base 
means, pursuant to the invention; 

> FIG. 4 is an exploded elevational view of the equip 
ment support means, pursuant to the invention; 

FIG. 5 is an elevational rear view of collapsible 
backboard equipment which may be utilized in connec 
tion with the device of the invention; ‘ ' 

FIG. 6 is an elevational front view of collapsible 
backboard and basket equipment in assembled posi 
tion; and ‘ 

FIG. 7 is a similar view thereof in collapsed basket 
position. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

In accordance with the preferred mode of practicing 
the invention, the portable equipment support device 
11 (FIG. 1) for example, comprises collapsible equip 
ment support means 12 and portable base means 13, 
for supporting equipment 14 such as a basketball 
basket and backboard in the embodiment shown. 
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2 
The collapsible equipment support means 12, (FIG. 

4) for example, is comprised of tubular upright mem 
bers 20 which inter?t on assembly to form an upright 
support 21 (FIG. 1), tubular leg members 22, connec 
tor coupling member 23 which is interconnected in as 
sembly with tubular upright members 20, and connec 
tor hinged couplings 24 hingedly connected to connec 
tor coupling member 23 which receive ends of said tu 

m bular leg members 22 therein, and anchor shoe mem 
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bers 25 (which in the preferred embodiment may be 
?xed to portable base means 13) with shoe hinged 
couplings 26 hingedly connected thereto which receive 
the other ends of said tubular leg members 22 therein, 
and which receive the lower end of said upright support 
21 therein. 
The portable base means 13 (FIGS. 2 and 3) com 

prises, for example, a ?rst slideable top member 30 
(FIG. 2), a second slideable top member 31 (FIG. 3) 
with rear leg apertures 32 and front support aperture 
33 therein, front wall 34, back wall 35, side walls 36 
and 37, bottom member 38 and collapsible base leg 
means 39 comprising, for example, extending leg mem 
bers 40. Auxiliary weight means 41 may be utilized 
with side wall aperture 42 provided therefor. 
The equipment 14 may comprise, for example 

(FIGS. 1 and 5-7) a collapsible basketball backboard 
member 50 (preferably made of lightweight durable 
material) and basket member 51, said backboard 
member 50 comprising top member 52, bottom 
member 53, hinge elements 54, stirrup members 55, 
and apertures 56 therein, and support struts 57 with 
support plates 58 for interconnection thereto, said 

' basket member 51 comprising a basket 59, a retainer 
plate 60, retainer plate apertures 61 therein, fixing’ 
means 62, and basket hinge 63. 

In operation, in an exemplary embodiment of the in 
vention, the equipment is enclosed in the portable base 
means 13 (FIG. 2, preferably made of lightweight 
material) for transport to the desired location. At the 
equipment set-up site, the ?rst slideable top member 30 
and second slideable top member 31 are conveniently 
removable to enable access to the members enclosed 
therein, which are then removed and the second slidea 
ble top member 31 may be inserted in the top of the 

1 base 13 (FIG. 3). The collapsible base leg means 37 

55 
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may then be attached to the front wall 34 and back wall 
35 (which in the assembled embodiment are in side 10 
cations with respect to the equipment thereon) and 
provide support thereby; they may extend rearwardly 
of the forward play area to prevent interference with 
the play of the game, The upright support 21 
(preferably made of lightweight‘ strong materials) may 
beassembled by connection of tubular upright mem 
bers 20 and connector coupling member 23, and the 
equipment 14 may then be placed in position thereon. 
'The tubular leg members 22 and upright support 21 
may then be inserted in the connector coupling 
memger 23 and the members may then be inserted in 
connector hinged couplings 24, which are af?xed to the 
bottom member 38 of portable base means 13, through 
rear leg apertures 32 and front support aperture 33 in 
the second slideable top member 31. 
The equipment 14, which in the embodiment shown 

comprises a basketball basket and backboard, may be 
assembled for example by opening the hinged top 
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member 52 and bottom member 53 on the hinge ele 
ments 54, and inserting the support plates 58 with the 
support struts 57 in the stirrup members 55, thereby 
supporting the backboard member 50 in open position. 
The basket member 51 is assembled in position by 
opening the basket 59 on the hinge 63, and aligning the 
retainer plate apertures 61 with the backboard aper 
tures 56 and inserting ?xing means 62 therein. 

In another embodiment of the invention, where a 
water source is accessible at the desired site, water may 
be pumped through auxiliary weight means side aper 
ture 42 to ?ll the base with water, which serves to 
weigh down the base for support. Alternatively, rocks, 
dirt, or other weight means may be inserted in the base 
at the desired site to provide further support. 
The device of this invention provides a portable 

basketball (or other supported equipment) set in which 
the various components such as a foldable backboard, 
basket, etc., are all neatly packaged in a compact carry 
ing case. The several components may be rapidly as 
sembled into a full sized basketball rig, with the carry 
ing case serving as a support base for the mast support 
ing the backstop and basket. 
While the present invention has been particularly set 

forth in terms of speci?c embodiments thereof, it will 
be evident in view of the instant disclosure, that nu 
merous variations upon the invention are now enabled 
to those skilled in the art, which variations in propriety 
are yet within the true scope of this teaching. Ac 
cordingly, the invention is to be broadly construed, and 
limited only the by scope and spirit of the claims now 
appended hereto. 

lclaim: 
1. Apparatus for supporting basketball equipment, 

which comprises: 
a. a basketball goal, which comprises a backboard 

top portion'which includes a front surface and a 
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4 
back surface, and a bottom edge thereof, a 
backboard bottom portion which includes a front 
surface and a back surface and a top edge thereof, 
a hinge element, which is mounted to the bottom 
edge of the backboard top portion and to the top 
edge of the backboard bottom portion, an upper 
stirrup member which is mounted to the 
backboard top portion back surface, a lower stir 
rup member which is mounted to the backboard 
bottom portion back surface, and a support strap 
which includes end portions and support plates 
which are located on the end portions thereof and 
which are connectable with the stirrup members; 
and ' 

. means for supporting the basketball goal, which 
comprise a base which includes a front wall por 
tion, a back wall portion, side wall portions, a ?rst 
slidable cover member, and a second slidable 
cover member which includes apertures therein, a 
?rst anchor shoe member and a second anchor 
shoe member which are connectable to the base 
member, shoe hinged couplings which are 
mounted to the anchor shoe members, a collapsi 
ble tubular upright support which is connectable 
to the ?rst anchor shoe member, a connector 
coupling which is connectable to the collapsible 
tubular upright support, a hinged coupling which is 
mounted to the connector couplings, and a tubular 
leg member which 18 connec ble to the second 
anchor shoe member and the hinged coupling. 

2. A supporting apparatus as recited in claim 1, 
further comprising a basketball basket member, com 
prising a basket, a retainer plate, a basket hinge ele 
ment hingedly connecting the basket and the retainer 
plate, and means for affixing the basket member to the 
backboard member. 

* * * * * 


