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[57] ABSTRACT 

A dimensional display flaggcr has a normally ?at-lying 
display body and oppositely extending supporting 
arms with a ?exible but form-stable spacing portion 
connecting the body and arms, the relationship being 
such that the spacing portion will buckle when the 
arms are moved longitudinally toward one another, 
whereby to thrust the display body into a substantially 
spaced plane relative to the arms. This device is espe 
cially useful as an attention-getter on merchandise 
sales shelves, and the like. 

10 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 





3,711,977 
1 

DIMENSIONAL DISPLAY FLAGGER 

This invention is directed to advertising display 
devices in general, and is more particularly concerned 
with the provision of a new and improved dimensional 
display ?agger, that is, a device which is especially use 
ful as applied to merchandise sales shelving, and the 
like to attract the attention of prospective purchasers 
to the location of especially designated merchandise. 
A common practice in self-service merchandising, 

such as in supermarkets, is to identify by aisle markers 
and signs the general location of various categories of 
merchandise. Special promotions are generally al 
located a particular table, sometimes apart from the 
general category location, or if left in the customary lo 
cation a special sale marker may be associated with the 
particular merchandise such as by applying a sale tag to 
the price rail or the like. Generally, such a tag is in a ?at 
plane requiring the prospective customer to approach 
relatively closely before the sale or special sign is within 
the customer’s line of vision. 
An important object of the present invention is to 

overcome the foregoing and other disadvantages, de 
fects, inefficiencies, shortcomings and problems in 
herent in prior structures and to attain important ad 
vantages and improvements by the provision of a novel 
dimensional display ?agger, as will hereinafter more 
particularly appear. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a new 

and improved dimensional display flagger which is 
especially adapted to be applied to the exposed edge of 
a merchandise sales shelf. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a new 

and improved dimensional display ?agger which is nor 
mally ?at for storage and shipment in minimum space 
and which when mounted in use provides a device hav 
ing three-dimensional effectiveness. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
dimensional display flagger which is adapted to be 
made at low cost from ?at sheet material, is simple and 
easy to install at the desired location, and is possessed 
of sufficient ruggedness and inherent resistance to 
damage from accidental contacts therewith to remain 
effective at the desired display location at least for the 
duration ofintended use. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

new and improved dimensional display ?agger 
equipped not only with ample flagging or attention 
getting means but also providing large useful area for 
advertising, pricing, and the like. 
Other objects, features and advantages of the inven 

tion will be readily apparent from the following 
description of certain preferred embodiments thereof, 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawing, 
although variations and modifications may be effected 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the novel 
concepts embodied in the disclosure, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a dimensional 
display ?agger embodying features of the invention 
showing the same installed for use; 

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional elevational view 
taken substantially along the line II—-ll of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a front plan view of the dimensional display 
?agger as it appears in flat form; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional detail view taken sub 
stantially along the line IV—IV of FIG. 3; 
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2 
FIG. 5 is a ?at front plan view of a modi?ed form of 

the dimensional display ?agger; 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary sectional detail view taken 

substantially along the line VI-VI of FIG. 5; and 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to FIG. 

2 but showing a modi?ed mounting arrangement. 
A dimensional display ?agger 10 (FIGS. 1-3) ac 

cording to the present invention comprises a ?at-lying 
display body 11 and oppositely extending supporting 
arms 12, with a ?exible but form-stable spacing portion 
13 connecting the body and arms. When the arms 12 
are moved longitudinally toward one another from the 
?at condition of FIG. 3, the spacing portion 13 is 
adapted to buckle as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 and 
thereby thrust the body 11 into a substantially spaced 
plane as best seen in FIG. 2 relative to the arms. In this 
instance all of the parts of the device are constructed 
integrally in one piece from suitable sheet material 
which may comprise heavy paper, plastic sheet or com 
binations thereof in which there is desirably substantial 
resilience in addition to ?exibility. Although the device 
may be of any suitable size and dimensions to serve par‘ 
ticular purposes, in the form shown, the device is of a 
suitable size and dimensioned to be mounted in a price 
rail 14 provided with upper and lower return bent 
?anges providing price-card retaining grooves 15 and 
17, respectively. As is common practice, the price rail 
14 may be in the form of a rolled sheet metal member 
or an aluminum extrusion and is adapted to be secured 
to the outer or exposed edge of a merchandise sales 
shelf 18 to which the rail is attached by suitable means 
such as nails 19. 

For ready mounting in the rail 14 and retention 
therein, the arms 12 are longitudinally aligned and of a 
common width which is the same as or slightly greater 
than the width between the roots of the grooves 15 and 
17 so that by manually buckling the arms slightly trans 
versely they can be eased into the rail grooves or, 
where the rail is of a generally concave form in cross 
section, one edge, such as the upper edge of the respec 
tive arms can be inserted by an upward movement into 
the upper groove 15 and then by pressing inwardly, the 
lower edges of the arms will snap into the lower groove 
17. In any event, when mounted in the price rail, the 
edges of the arms 12 will be engaged frictionally in the 
roots of the grooves whereby to maintain the arms in 
place with reasonable assurance against accidental dis 
placement from the rail or shifting longitudinally along 
the rail. To assist in mounting the arms 12 on the rail, 
respective opposite clearance notches 20 are provided 
at juncture with the spacing portion 13, such notches 
being just deep enough to clear the groove flanges of 
the price rail 14 so as to provide a maximum integral 
juncture with the spacing portion. 

In order to enable the display body 11 to be integral 
with the spacing portion 13, these elements are par 
tially separated along discontinuous cuts 21, leaving 
solid upper and lower connecting areas 22 and 23, 
respectively, which are along an axis spaced from the 
opposite sides of the display body. In the form shown, 
the cuts 21 are generally semi-circular, but they may be 
of any other desirable geometric outline such that the 
spacing portion 13 will have a functionally continuous 
form about the display body 11. In effect, the spacing 
portion 13 has respective pairs of relatively divergent 



3,711,977 
3 

' legs extending from juncture with the respective arms 
12 to and connected together by the connecting areas 
22 and 23. In a sense, therefore, the connecting areas 
22 and 23 conne'ct not only the adjacent ends of the 
respective pairs of legs and of the spacing portion but 
also connect the display body 1 l to the legs of the spac 
ing portion. To prevent tendency to tear into the dis 
play body 11 at juncture of the legs of the spacing por 
tion 13 with the areas 22 and 23, short inward exten‘ 
sions 24 from and generally transverse to each of the 
opposite ends of the cuts 21 are provided. As a result of 
the particular arrangement of cuts and elements of the 
device, when the arms 12 are moved longitudinally 
toward one another, the legs of the spacing portion 13 
buckle, generally move into position behind and thrust 
the display body 11 into a substantially spaced plane 
relative to the arms. Such movement of the arms 12 
may be effected before the device is mounted on the 
price rail 14, but is most conveniently effected after the 
arms have been inserted into position in the rail. The 
result is a substantial spaced relation of the display 
body 11 outwardly from the rail 14, where the display 
body will be prominently viewable and attract the at 
tention of a prospective purchaser looking down an 
aisle of shelves. Further, the display body may be of a 
particular shape associated with a product, in this in 
stance representing a form 25 which will be recognized 
as generally outlining a bottle associated with a certain 

' type or brand of goods. It will be understood, of course, 
that the display body 11 and the outline of the goods 25 
may, and usually will be imprinted with a picture de 
picting the goods and any other desirable printed 
matter such as legends and advertising as may be 
desired. Further, of course, each of the arms 12 pro 
vides a substantial outer face area receptive of im 
printed advertising, price markings, and the like. 

Although edge friction on the arms 12 in the grooves 
of the price rail 14 may be adequate to hold the arms in 
position for maintaining the spacing portion 13 buckled 
and the body 11 projected forwardly, additional retain 
ing means may be provided such as pressure-sensitive 
adhesive 27 (FIGS. 3 and 4) which may be applied in 
suitable areas on the back faces of the arms 12. 
Thereby after the device has been mounted and the 
body 11 projected outwardly as desired, the arms 12 
may be fastened by pressing inwardly thereon to attach 
the same by means of the adhesive 27 to the confront 
ing surfaces of the rail 14. Further, the pressure-sensi 
tive adhesive 27 is advantageous where it is desired to 
mount the device 10 on the edge of a shelf not 
equipped with a price rail, or where it is desired to 
mount the device in the operating condition to any 

. other surface such as to the face of a display or other 
surface where it is desirable to have the device 
mounted. By using a pressure-sensitive adhesive, the 
arms can be readily stripped from the surface to which 
secured by the adhesive when it is desired to move or 
remove the device 10. 

In another form of the dimensional display ?agger 
10' as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the display body 11 may 
be formed separately from the arms 12' and the spacing 
portion 13' and then suitably united therewith to pro 
vide a functionally integral unit. To this end, the arms 
and spacing portion may be constructed similarly as 
described in respect~ to FIGS. l-3, including the 
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4 
notches 20’, but the body 11' is adapted to be secured 
to the connecting areas 22’ and 23’ of the legs of the 
spacing portion as by means of adhesive 28. The areas 
of attachment of the spacing portion 13’ are thus 
limited and are desirably located in vertically centered 
relation with respect to the back of the body 11'. As a 
result, when the arms 12’ are moved longitudinally 
toward one another, the spacing portion 13' can readily 
buckle behind the body 11’ and thus thrust the body 
into a substantially spaced plane relative to the arms. 
While the spacing portion 13' has been shown as of 
general outline form, it may, if preferred, be a solid 
member of the same geometric form shown 'or any 
other suitable or preferred geometric form depending 
upon the size and shape of the body 11’. An advantage 
of this two-part construction of the device 10' is that 
variously shaped display bodies 11' may be supplied to 
a basic supporting arm and spacing portion structure 
thus substantially reducing manufacturing die costs, 
especially for small production runs, although the one 
piece construction of FIGS. l-3 is better suited for 
large production runs because it eliminates the need for 
assembling of parts as is true in the form of FIG. 5. 
On reference to FIG. 7, a manner of mounting the 

flagger 10, or 10' if preferred, which will enable ?tting 
it into more crowded spaces, comprises moving the legs 
12 toward one another into lapped relation behind the 
display panel body 11. There the legs 12 are adapted to 
be attached to a supporting surface by stapling, thumb 
tacks, adhesive, or the like, or in the price rail 14. For 
this arrangement the legs 12 may be somewhat shorter 
than where intended for opposite extension as in FIGS. 
1 and 5. 
As to any of the disclosed forms of the invention, an 

important advantage resides in that the device can be 
shipped and stored in bulk quantities in a minimum of 
space because the device in its unmounted state lies 
?at. The device is easily mounted in a price track or 
other support utilizing much the same techniques as 
with ordinary price tags so that the user for the most 
part need not employ any new skills, and to secure the 
unique display effect of the device only the simplest-in 
structions, namely to push the two arms longitudinally 
toward one another, need be followed. When in posi 
tion,‘ the device is formed stable and because of the in 
herent resiliency of the material relatively resistant to 
damage or displacement by objects such as a person’s 
clothing or arm or other object brushing thereagainst. 
If the display body is pressed inwardly by such an ob 
ject, it will readily spring back. If the pressure from an 
object is in a lateral direction against the display body it 
will readily yield and then spring back when released by 
reason of the resilience of the form-stable spacing 
means. 

It will be understood that variations and modi?ca 
tions may be effected without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the novel concepts of this invention. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A dimensional display flagger comprising: 
a normally ?at-lying display body and oppositely ex 

tending supporting arms with a flexible but form 
stable spacing portion connecting said body and 
arms; 

said spacing portion being connected to said display 
body along an axis spaced from opposite sides of 
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the display body but otherwise free to move rela 
tive to the display body and adapted to buckle 
when the arms are moved longitudinally toward 
one another whereby to thrust said display body 
into a substantially spaced plane relative to said 
arms. 

2. A flagger according to claim 1, in which said dis 
play body, said spacing portion and said arms are all in 
normally a common plane in a one-piece construction 
said spacing portion comprising respective pairs of 
divergent legs between the connection with the body 
and the arms. 

3. A flagger according to claim 1, said body compris 
ing a separately formed part from said arms and said 
spacing portion, and being attached to said spacing 
portion at limited areas on said axis. 

4. A flagger according to claim 1, said body being 
partially separated from said spacing portion, said spac 
ing portion comprising pairs of legs respectively con 
nected to said arms and connected together at top and 
bottom areas, and said areas also being connected to 
said body. 

5. A flagger according to claim 4, in which said body, 
said spacing portion and said said arms are all integrally 
formed from a common piece of sheet material. 

6. A ?agger according to claim 4, in which said dis 
play body is a separately formed piece from said arms 
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and said spacing portion and is attached to said spacing 
portion at said areas. 

7. A ?agger according to claim 1, comprising a one 
piece sheet material member, said display body being 
partially severed from said spacing portions by cuts 
through the material. 

8. A flagger according to claim 1, in which said spac 
ing portion comprises respective pairs of relatively 
divergent legs extending from said arms, and connected 
together at respective generally diametrically opposed 
areas on said axis and connected with said display 
body. 

9. A flagger according to claim 1, including notches 
at juncture of the arms with said spacing portion 
enabling engagement of opposite longitudinal edges of 
said arms in price rail grooves. 

10. A flagger according to claim 1 comprising a one 
piece sheet material member, said display body being 
partially severed from said spacing portions by cuts 
through said material and terminating adjacent to in 
tegral areas of the body on said axis such that the spac 
ing position comprises legs joined with said areas and 
said arms, and short extensions from the cuts generally 
transverse thereto at said portions to prevent tendency 
to tear into the body at juncture of the legs with said 
portions. . 


