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KEYIIOLE LIGHT 
My invention relates to keyhole lights, and more par 

ticularly to a light actuated by an outside storm or 
screen door. . 

An automatically operating lamp is a real con 
venience if placed near a keyhole to light it during the 
night. However, the light should not be on continuously 
since it would be an unnecessary power drain and since 
it unduly displays the front of the house, which might 
be an invitation to burglary or the like. Thus, there is a 
need for a light which provides the convenience sought 
but which reliably remains dark when not in use. 

Accordingly, an object of my invention is to provide 
a'lamp or lighting device that is actuated only when the 
outer door is open in order to illuminate the keyhole. 
Another object. is to design a device which may be 

placed in any convenient position, either built into the 
door frame during original construction or located on 
the door frame as an attachment. 

Still another object is to provide a device of the 
character described that may be actuated by either 
commercial line current (via a door bell transformer) 
or by conventional batteries. 
Another object is to provide a device which requires 

no extra switch for its actuation. . 

The device is simple in construction and requires no 
separate switch and no special training for its operation 
or installation. 

Other and further objects of my invention will 
become more apparent as the description proceeds, 
when taken in conjunction with the drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the entire assembled 
device; 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary cross section of the device 
with the contact in a closed position to energize the 
light bulb; ' 

FIG. 3 is a similar view of the device as shown in FIG. 
2 with the contacts in an open position; 

FIG. 4 is a vertical cross section view of the device, 
taken at the line 4-4, in FIG. 2; and 

FIG. 5 is another vertical cross section view of the 
device taken at the line 5-5, in FIG. 3. 

Similar reference characters indicate corresponding 
parts and features throughout the several views. More 
particularly, the character 10 identi?es the body or 
housing of the device, which may be of any convenient 
form, shape, or contour, or housing constructed of any 
type of preferably non-conductive rigid sheet material 
such as metal, plastic, or the like. The body 10 is pro 
vided. with a cover portion 11 disposed thereon and 
retained thereon in any ef?cient manner. The cover 11 
includes a transparent lens portion 12 which may be 
retained in any conventional manner. 
There is a contact actuating pin 13 constructed of 

non-conducting material such as plastic. This pin 13 is 
slidably mounted at 14~through an opening in the wall 
15 of the body 10. At 16, the pin bears upon a contact~ 
making member 17, which is shown. as being angularly 
formed. The pin 13 is also shown equipped with an in 
tegral projecting member 18, which limits outward pin 
travel and forms a seat for a compression spring 19. An 
insulated washer 20 is supported by the upwardly ex 
tending portion of the member 17 on the other end. 
A resilient contact member 21 is attached at 23 to 

the wall 22 of the body 10. This member 21 is shown 
angularly disposed at 24 for making a slidable contact 
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with the insulated pin 13 at 25 (see FIG. 2), and electri 
cal contact at 26 with the member 17. As the pin 13 is 
forced inward, the member 21 ?exes to the left, as 
viewed in FIG. 3, to break the electrical contact at 26 
with the member 17. As will be apparent from an in 
spection of the drawing, contact 21 has a V-shaped 
configuration adjacent contact 17 so that edges rub 
together with a cleaning action. 
The entire unit is mounted onto a door frame (not 

shown) by means of screws passing through the aper 
tures 27 in the lower plate of the body 10 or in any 
other convenient and ef?cient manner. When the en 
tire unit is attached to the door frame it is actuated by 
making a mechanical contact between pin 13 and the 
outer door, such as a storm or screen door. The outer 
extending end of the pin 13 is made relatively long. 
From the above description, it will become apparent 

that the lights ignite only when the outer door is opened 
fully. .If it is only partially open, the pin 13 is long 
enough to keep the contact from being made at 26. 
When the outer door forces the pin 13 inwardly, as 

shown in FIG. 3, the contact at 26 is open. When the 
outer door is opened, the pin 13 is forced outward by 
the spring 19, thereby closing the electrical contact 26, 
as shown in FIG. 2. 

The lamp bulb 28 is supported by a conventional 
socket 29, and preferably wired in parallel with the 
door bell button. The lamp bulb 28 is of small wattage 
so as not to overload the bell transformer 30 when it ig 
nites. The light therefrom is directed through the trans 
parent portion 12 of the cover 11 onto the keyhole 
being serviced, thus making it easy and convenient for 
the key to be inserted. 
Although I have shown a speci?c construction and 

arrangement of the parts and features constituting my 
invention, many changes may be made without effect 
ing their operativeness. I reserve the right to make such 
changes as 1 may deem necessary; therefore, the claims 
are to cover all equivalent structures which do not de 
part from the spirit of my invention or the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A lighting ?xture comprising means including a 

sliding pin for making a mechanical engagement with 
an outer storm or screen door, 

electrical contact means having a V-shaped end in 
contact with a ?at edge to provide a rubbing con 
tact operated by said sliding pin near the start of 
pin travel for opening and closing an electrical cir 
cuit, 

said contact and pin being oriented so that extended 
pin travel does not further effect any contact 
operation, 

said pin being long enough to preclude a closure of 
said electrical circuit unless said door is fully open, 
thus precluding closure if said door is slightly ajar, 
and 

lamp means including a bulb positioned adjacent a 
keyhole and operated when said circuit is closed. 

2. The lighting fixture of claim 1 wherein said bulb 
has limited wattage. 

3. The lighting fixture of claim 2 wherein said electri 
cal circuit includes a door bell transformer. 

4. The lighting ?xture of claim 1 wherein said ?xture 
is enclosed in housing means dimensioned for at 
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tachment to a door frame between an outer storm door 
and a house door, 

5. The lighting ?xture of claim 4 wherein said electri 
cal circuit includes a door bell transformer. 
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