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MESSAGE DEVICE 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a message device for 
two or more participants utilizing a ?nger of light cast 
upon a surface provided with indicia, wherein the 
?nger of light is moved over the indicia surface, to spell 
out a message, in response to resultant forces applied 
by the participants. The use of a movable ?nger lends 
light tends the device for use in a dimly lit or dark room 
which is particularly desirable and effective in a device 
of this type. Desirably, the light ?nger moves in other 
than a direct, one-to-one relation to the forces applied, 
thereby signi?cantly increasing the mystique and in 
trigue of the device, and eliminating the possibility of 
one or more of the participants “controlling" the 
message spelled out. The device embodies simplicity 
and durability, and is particularly stimulating and en 
joyable to use. 

Main objects of the present invention, therefore, are 
to provide a novel message device for use by two or 
more participants which is particularly stimulating and 
intriguing to use, and which is particularly useful and 
effective in a dimly lit or dark room. 

Further important objects of the present invention 
are to provide a novel device of the above character 
which utilizes a moving ?nger of light cast on the un 
derside of a translucent surface having indicia thereon, 
wherein the light finger is moved in response to 
resultant forces applied by the participants, and 
wherein this movement is other than in a direct, one-to 
one ratio to the applied resultant forces. 

Additional important objects of the present inven 
tion are to provide a novel device of the above 
character which is relatively inexpensive to manufac 
ture, rugged in construction, and reliable in use. 
Other objects and advantages will become more ap 

parent from a consideration of the detailed description 
to follow taken in conjunction with the drawings an 
nexed hereto. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a message 
device embodying a preferred form of the present .in 
vention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged top plan view of the device of 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged vertical sectional view of the 
construction of FIG. 2 showing the parts in one posi 
tion; 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 and showing the 
parts in another position during use of the device; 

FIG. 5 is a top plan view ofa portion of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a reduced scale, sectional view of the struc~ 

ture of FIG. 3 taken along the line 6—-6 thereof; 
FIG. 7 is a reduced scale, plan view of a portion of 

the structure of FIG. 3 taken along the line 7-7 
thereof; and 

FIG. 8 is a view similar to FIG. 3 and showing a 
modified form of the invention. 

BROAD STATEMENT OF THE INVENTION 

Broadly described, the present invention relates to a 
message device comprising a base, a single re?ective 
member movably supported upon said base, a cover 
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2 
overlaying said base and having a translucent surface 
provided with indicia thereon, a light source directed at 
said reflective member, said re?ective member being ‘ 
disposed to cast a ?nger of light on said translucent sur 
face, manually movable means supported by said base 
and operatively engaging said re?ective member, 
whereby movement of said movable member moves 
said ?nger of light over said indicia on said translucent 
surface, said movable member constituting the sole 
means for moving said re?ective member. 

In another aspect, the present invention relates to a 
message device comprising a base, a_ member sup 
ported upon said base for limited generally planar, 
universal movement in response to resultant forces ap 
plied thereto by at least two participants, means de?n 
ing a translucent surface overlaying said base and hav 
ing indicia thereon, a light source, swiveled re?ective 
means operable to re?ect light from said source and 
cast a ?nger of light on said translucent surface, said 
universal member operatively engaging and constitut 
ing the sole means for moving said swiveled re?ective 
means, whereby said swivel re?ective means moves in 
response to movement of said universal member, 
whereby to move said ?nger of light along said translu 
cent surface. 

In yet another aspect, the present invention relates to 
a message device comprising a base, a coversupported 
upon said base for limited universal movement in a sin 
gle plane, said cover including a translucent portion 
having indicia thereon, a light source carried by said 
cover, a mirror swiveled on said base and operable to 
re?ect light from said source and cast a ?nger of light 
upon said translucent portion of said cover, said mirror 
being movable in response to movement of said cover, 
whereby to move said ?nger oflight over said indicia at 
a rate which is a multiple of the rate of movement of 
said cover relative to said base. 

In yet another aspect, the present invention relates to 
a message device comprising a base, a manipulable 
member suspended on said base and movable in sub 
stantially planar universal fashion relative thereto, said 
member having a peripheral ?nger receiving portion 
and being movable relative to said basev by resultant 
forces applied to said member by a plurality of partici 
pants, a translucent member supported by said base 
and having indicia thereon, light directing means 
operable to cast a ?nger of light on said translucent 
member, said light directing means being movable in 
response to movement of said manipulable member, 
said light ?nger being movable oversaid translucent 
member other than in a direct one-to-one ratio to 
movement of said manipulable member. 

In yet another aspect, the present invention relates to 
a message device comprising a base, a reflective 
member movably swiveled upon said base, a cover 
overlaying said base and having a translucent surface 
provided with indicia thereon, manually movable 
means supported by said base and directly engaging 
said reflective member, a light source carried by said 
manually movable means and directed at said re?ective 
member, said re?ective member being disposed to cast 
a ?nger of light on said translucent surface, whereby 
said ?nger of light moves over said translucent surface 
at a rate which is a multiple of the movement of said 
movable means. 
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In yet another aspect, the present invention relates to 
a message device comprising a base, a re?ective 
member movably supported upon said base, a cover 
overlaying said base and having a translucent surface 
provided with indicia thereon, a light source directed at 
said re?ective member, said re?ective member being 
disposed to cast a ?nger of light on said translucent sur 
face, manually movable means rigidly interconnected 
with said cover, said manually movable means being 
supported by said base and operatively engaging said 
re?ective member, whereby to move said re?ective 
member and said ?nger of light over said indicia on said 
translucent surface. 

In yet another aspect, the present invention relates to 
a message device comprising a base, a re?ective 
member movably supported upon said base, a cover 
overlaying said base and having a translucent surface 
provided with indicia thereon, a light source directed at 
said re?ective member, said re?ective member being 
disposed to cast a ?nger of light on said translucent sur 
face, manually movable means supported by said base 
for free, universal, planar movement thereover and 
operably engaging said re?ective member, said 
manually movable means including a peripheral sur 
face portion engageable by the ?ngers of a plurality of 
participants and being moved in response to resultant 
forces applied thereto by said participants, whereby to 
move said re?ective member and said ?nger of light 
over said indicia on said translucent surface. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring now more speci?cally to the drawings, a 
device embodying a preferred form of the present in 

I vention is illustrated generally at 11 in FIGS. 1 and 2 
and is seen to include a base 13 having a domed cover 
15 supported thereon. The cover 15 includes a translu 
cent member 17 having indicia l9 thereon, and is 
movable in a generally horizontal plane relative to the 
base 13 by resultant forces applied thereto by one or 
more participants. As shown, the cover 15 may have a 
peripheral shelf 21 on which two or more participants 
place the fingers of one or both of their hands. The 
cover 15 is moved relative to the base 13 by resultant 
forces applied through the participants‘ ?ngers. This 
causes a finger of light 23, which is cast upon the un 
derside of the translucent member 17, to move over the 
indicia 19 and spell out a “message.” 
Turning now to FIGS. 3-7, the base 13 is seen to in 

clude a platform 25 having an upwardly facing, annular 
ball track 27 suitably secured thereto. A plurality of 
balls 29, held by a carrier 30, are freely rotatably sup 
ported in the track 27 and protrude slightly thereabove, 
as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. An annular plate 31 is 
suitably fixed within the translucent member 17 and 
rests on the protruding balls 29 to thereby support the 
cover l5 for ?oating or planar universal movement 
relative to the base 13. 
The plate 31 and the ball track 27 may have over 

lapping annular ?anges 33, 35 ?xed thereto, respec 
tively, to allow free planar movement of the cover 15 
on the base 13 while preventing the cover 15 from 
coming off the base 13 after assembly. In addition, a 
peripheral skirt 38, depending downwardly from the 
shelf2l on the cover 15, provides an abutment which is 
cooperable with the outer edge of the platform 25 to 
limit planar movement ofthe cover 15. 

25 

35 

45 

50 

55 

65 

4 
An electric light source 41 is carried by the cover 15. 

As shown, the source 41 includes a housing 43 set in an 
opening 45 in the center of the translucent member 17. 
An electric light bulb 47 is supported upon the housing 
43 and is powered by batteries therein. A suitable on 
off switch 49 is provided on the housing 43 for control 
of the bulb 477 
The bulb 47 is positioned to shine on a re?ective or 

mirrored surface 51 formed on the top of a pedestal 53. 
The bottom of the pedestal 53 is ?xed to a ball 55 fric 
tionally swiveled in a cavity 57 formed in a member 59 
?xed to the platform 25. The pedestal 53 extends 
through an opening 61 in the plate 31. 

in use, light from the bulb 47 striking the surface 51 
is re?ected back against the translucent member 17 
and casts a ?nger of light 23 thereon which is clearly 
visable from the upper side thereof. Two or more par 
ticipants place the ?ngers of one or both of their hands 
on the shelf 21, as shown in FIG. 1. RESULTANT 
forces applied to the shelf 21 by the participants cause 
the domed cover 15 to move relative to the base 13 as 
described and, in so doing, cause the pedestal 53 to 
swivel on the platform 25 (as the edge of opening 61 
engages pedestal 53). The bulb 47 remains substan 
tially above the re?ective surface 51; however, since 
the surface 51 tilts (as the pedestal 53 swivels), ’ the 
finger of light 23 moves over the translucent member 
17 and spells out a message to, or answers questions of, 
the participants. ' 

Desirably, the ?nger oflight 23 moves over the trans 
lucent member 17 other than in a direct one-to-one 
ratio to movement of the cover 15 relative to the base 
13. In this embodiment, the light ?nger 23 moves in the 
same direction as the cover 15 but at a rate greater than 
one-to-one. Thus, movement of the cover 15 over the 
base 13 is linear, while movement of the light ?nger 23 
over the translucent member 17 is exponential because 
of the swivel action of the pedestal 53 and the re?ective 
surface 51, This is important since it makes the move 
ment of the light ?nger 23 over the translucent member 
17 extremely sensitive to the ?nger pressures exerted 
by the participants, and because it renders the device 
essentially incapable of “control" by one or more of 
the participants. ' 

lt is contemplated that desirable results could also be 
achieved by constructing the device so that the finger 
of light 23 moves in a direction other than in the same 
direction as the resultant forces (e.g., opposite) applied 
by the participants to the force responsive means, here, 
the cover 15. In that case, the ratio of movement of the 
light ?nger 23 to movement of the force responsive 
means could be one-to-one or otherwise. Furthermore, 
it is contemplated that individual force responsive 
members, controlled by individual participants, and in 
terrelated such that the resultant force thereon acts 
upon and moves a light casting means, could be utilized 
in place of a single, movable member such as the 
domed cover 15. - 

it will be appreciated that the use of a moving finger 
of light cast upon a translucent member, wherein the 
light ?nger moves other than in direct one-to-one rela 
tion to the resultant forces applied by the participants, 
renders the device of this invention particularly intrigu 
ing and mystifying, and very interesting. in addition, 
the device obviously lends itself to advantageous use in 
a dimly lit or dark room. 
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A modi?ed form of the invention is illustrated in 
FIG. 8. Here, a'translucent dome 101 is ?xed to a base 
103 having legs 105 thereon. A plate 107 is suspended 
from the base 103 by a plurality of chains 109 which 
extend through large openings 111 therein. A mirror, 
or other reflective member, 113 is ?xed to the top of a 
pedestal l 15, the bottom of which is ?xed to a ball 1 17 
frictionally-swiveled in a member 119 carried by the 
plate 117. The pedestal 115 extends through an open 
ing 121 in the base 103. Light from a source 123 shines 
on the mirrored surface 113 and is re?ected to cast a 
?nger of light on the translucent dome 101 which has 
indicia thereon. 
The plate 107 has enlarged openings 125, through 

which the legs 105 extend, and has a peripheral portion 
127 extending outwardly laterally beyond the dome 
101 and base 103. The participants place their ?ngers 
(of one or both hands) on this peripheral portion 127 
and resultant forces applied by the participants moves 
the plate 107 laterally. Engagement between the edge 
of opening 121 and pedestal 115 causes the pedestal to 
swivel and the ?nger of light to move over the indicia 
surface of the translucent dome 101 in much the same 
manner as described in the embodiment of FIGS. 1-7. 

It will be appreciated that while in both embodi 
ments, light is re?ected onto the indicia surface, it is 
contemplated by this invention that light from a mova 
ble source could be cast directly on the indicia surface. 
By the foregoing, there has been disclosed a novel 

message device calculated to fullfill the inventive ob 
jects set out hereinabove, and while preferred embodi 
ments have been illustrated and described in detail, 
various additions, substitutions, modi?cations, and om-yt 
missions, including those described as well as others, 
may be made thereto without departing from the spirit 
of the invention. 
We claim: 

1. A message device comprising a base, a single 
re?ective member movably supported upon said base, 
a cover overlaying said base and having a translucent 
surface provided with indicia thereon, a light source 

‘directed at said re?ective member, said re?ective 
member being ,disposed to cast a ?nger of light on said 
translucent surface, manually movable means sup 
ported by said base and operatively engaging said 
re?ective member‘, whereby movement of said movable 

_ member moves said ?nger of light over said indicia on 
said translucent surface, said movable member con 
stituting the sole means for moving said re?ective 
member. I 

2. A message device comprising a base, a member 
supported upon said base for limited generally planar 
universal movement in response to resultant forces ap 
plied thereto by at least two participants, means de?n 

1 ing a translucent surface overlaying said base and hav 
ing indicia thereon, a light source, swiveled re?ective 
means operable to re?ect light from said source and 
cast a finger of light on said translucent surface, said 
universal member operatively engaging and constitut 
ing the sole means for moving said swiveled re?ective 
means, whereby said swiveled re?ective means moves 
in response to-movement of said universal member, 
whereby to move said ?nger of light along said translu 
cent surface. 
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3. A message device comprising a base, a cover sup 

ported upon said base for limited universal movement 
in a single plane, said cover including a translucent por 
tion having indicia thereon, a light source carried by 
said cover, a mirror swiveled on said base and operable 
to re?ect light from said source and cast a ?nger of 
light upon said translucent portion of said cover, said 
mirror being movable in response to movement of said 
cover, whereby to move said ?nger of light over said in 
dicia at a rate which is a multiple of the rate of move 
ment of said cover relative to said base. 

'4. A message device comprising a base, a manipula 
ble member suspended on said base ‘and movable in 
substantially planar universal fashion relative thereto, 
said member having a peripheral ?nger receiving por 
tion and being movable relative to said base by 
resultant forces applied to said member by a plurality 
of participants, a translucent member supported by 
said base and having indicia thereon, light directing 
means operable to cast a ?nger of light on said translu 
cent member, said light directing means being movable 
in response to movement of said manipulable member, 
said light ?nger being movable over said translucent 
member other than in a direct one-to-one ratio to a 
movement of said manipulable member. 

5. A message device comprising a base, a re?ective 
member movably swiveled upon said base, a cover 
overlaying said said base and having a translucent sur 
face provided with indicia thereon, manually movable 
means supported by said base and directly engaging 
said re?ective member, alight source carried by said 
manually movable means and directed at said re?ective 
member, said re?ective member being disposed to cast 
a ?nger of light on said translucent surface, whereby 
said ?nger of light moves over said translucent surface 
at a rate which is a multiple of the movement of said 
movable means. 

6. A message device comprising a base, a re?ective 

overlaying said base and having a translucent surface 
provided with indicia thereon, a light source directed at 
said re?ective member, said re?ective member being _ 
disposed to cast a ?nger of light on said translucent sur 
face, manually movable means rigidly interconnected 
with said cover, said manually movable means being 
supported by said base and operatively engaging said 
re?ective member, whereby to move said re?ective 
member and said ?nger oflight over said indicia on said 
‘translucent surface. ‘ 

7. A message device comprising a base, a re?ective 
member movably supported upon said base, a cover 
overlaying said base and having a translucent surface 
provided with indicia thereon, a light source directed at 
said re?ective member, said re?ective member being 
disposed ‘to cast a ?nger of light on said translucent sur 
face, manually movable means supported ‘by said base 
for free, universal, planar movement thereover and 
operably engaging said re?ective member, said 
manually movable means including a peripheral sur 
face portion engageable by the ?ngers of a plurality of 
participants and being moved in response to resultant 
forces applied thereto by said participants, whereby to 
move‘ said re?ective member and said ?nger of light 
over said indicia on said translucent surface. 
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8. A device as de?ned in claim 4 wherein said 
manipulable member is freely suspended from said 
base. 

9. A device as de?ned in claim 7 wherein said mova 
ble means is supported upon and movable laterally of 5 
said base by rolling means. 
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10. A device as de?ned in claim 3 wherein said cover 

includes means directly engaging said mirror, whereby 
to swivel said mirror in direct relation to said universal 
movement of said cover. 


