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[57] - ABSTRACT 

A soft, ?exible bag for carrying clothing and personal 
accessories or the like includes a top, a bottom, ?rst 
and second end walls, a pair of side walls, and a novel 
continuous zipper-type slide fastener which is ar 
ranged in an unusual manner whereby it follows a 
curved path down substantially the length of said first 
end wall, diagonally upwardly across one of said side 
walls, and in a curved path down said second end wall, 
the opening of said uniquely-arranged zipper per 
mitting said ?exible bag walls to hang downwardly and 
outwardly in a widespread condition facilitating the 
packing and unpacking of the bag. 

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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LUGGAGE BAGS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to so-called “carry-on” bags, 

which are relatively small, lightweight luggage pieces, 
usually formed of a soft, ?exible material, designed for 
carrying clothing and other articles, which small, 
lightweight bags can be carried onto an airplane by a 
passenger and placed in the overhead compartment or 
under the passenger’s seat. More particularly the inven 
tion relates to a unique and attractive carry-on bag hav 
ing a novel slide fastener arrangement adapted to 
promote the packing and unpacking of said bag. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Conventional tote bags, duffel bags, and luggage 

pieces intended for the same general purposes are or 
dinarily provided with a zipper which extends along the 
top thereof, or along the top and down the end walls, 
which zipper arrangement is not entirely satisfactory 
because it does not permit the entire upper portion of 
the bag to be folded back and opened to a widespread 
condition providing ready access to the complete in 
terior thereof. The result is that the user must “feel" 
around the bag interior and dark corner portions when 
packing and unpacking his clothes and other articles. 
This is not only time-consuming and an inconvenience, 
but it prevents the most efficient use of the packing 
space in said bag. ‘ 
Examples of prior, conventional luggage pieces of 

the general type described are disclosed in the follow 
ing U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,717,671; 3,110,376; 2,254,578; 
2,325,806; 2,495,391; 2,734,584; and 1,914,087.‘ 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a novel luggage piece 
of the so-called “carry-on” type, having a completely 
new and advantageous zipper-type slide fastener ar 
rangement. Said bag is formed of a soft, ?exible and at 
tractive material such as canvas or colored nylon or 
other suitable waterproofed material, and is generally 
rectangular in shape when in its closed, carrying condi 
tion, including a top and bottom, a pair of side walls, 
and opposed ?rst and second end walls. In accordance 
with the preferred embodiment thereof, the novel con 
tinuous zipper featured in the intention starts at the top 
portion of said ?rst end wall, intermediate the sides 
thereof, and continues downwardly therealong in a line 
including a curved lower portion which extends to a 
point on one side edge of said wall spaced a short 
distance above the bottom of the bag, said zipper then 
continuing upwardly in a generally diagonal direction 
across one of the bag side walls to a point on the op 
posite side edge thereof spaced a short distance below 
the top of said bag, said zipper then continuing 
downwardly on the second end wall to a point im 
mediately adjacent the bottom thereof intermediate the 
width of said' wall. As mentioned, due to the unique ar 
rangement thereof, when said zipper is opened the ?ex~ 
ible top and side wall portions of the bag are permitted 
to hang outwardly and downwardly in a widespread 
condition which exposes the complete interior of said 
bag and greatly facilitates the packing and/or removal 

1 of the bag contents. 
Another novel feature of the present bag is that while 

it is formed primarily of a soft, ?exible material, as 
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2 
described, in the preferred form of the invention pro 
tective reinforcing strips of ?exible plastic or similar 
heavy-duty material are provided, on the end edge por 
tions thereof, as well as along the top and bottom sur 
faces, to add support and to ensure protection against 
rough handling, said strips being covered with leather 
or vinyl to provide contrasting ornamentation which 
further enhances the uniqueness and attractiveness of 
the bag. 
Another important feature of the novel “carry-on” 

bag comprising the present invention is the provision of 
specially-designed handle strap members of leather or 
the like which preferably extend the entire height of the 
side walls to which they are attached, said handle straps 
being so designed that they do not interfere with the 
manipulation of the zipper when it: is desired to open or 
close the bag. 
A further advantage of the present invention is that 

the novel zipper arrangement incorporated therein is so 
designed that when the bag is in its packed, transport 
ing condition said zipper can be readily secured in its 
closed position by means of a key-actuated lock 
member conveniently located on the top surface of said 
bag. ' 

Still further advantages of the novel bag comprising 
the present invention are that it is simple in design and 
construction, relatively inexpensive to manufacture, 
and is otherwise particularly well suited for its intended 
purposes. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings, wherein there is illus 
trated one preferred form of the invention, and wherein 
the same reference numerals designate the same parts 
in all of the views: 

FIG. 1‘ is a view of one end of the “canyon” type 
luggage bag comprising'the invention, said bag being in 
its closed condition; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of said closed bag; 
FIG. 3 is a view of the end of said bag opposite that 

shown in FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the bag in its open 

condition. . 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, it 
will be seen that the improved luggage bag comprising 
the present invention includes a top 10, bottom 11‘, a 
pair of side walls 12, 13, and a pair of end walls l4, 15. 
As mentioned, said walls are preferably formed of a 
soft, ?exible material, such as nylon or similar 
synthetic, or canvas, said material not only being tough, 
durable, and waterproof, but attractive in appearance. 
As will be‘seen in FIGS. 1-3, when said bag is in its 

closed, transporting condition it is generally rectangu 
lar in shape with the wall members relatively ?at,‘ 
although the ?exibility of said bag material permits said 
wall members to bow outwardly when the case is fully 
packed and to assume a semi-collapsed condition when 
it is desired to store the bag in a small area. In the 
preferred embodiment of‘ the invention reinforcing 
strips 17 of leather or vinyl-covered ?exible plastic or 
comparable tough material are stitched or otherwise 
secured to and aroundthe edge portions at the ends of 
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the bag, and similar, longitudinal reinforcing strips 17' 
(FIG. 4) are secured to the bag top and bottom sur 
faces to stiffen and strengthen said bag and minimize 
the possibility of damage during use. In addition, and as 
hereinabove mentioned, said contrasting leather or 
vinyl-covered strips further enchance the attractive ap 
pearance of the bag. 
With reference now to the unique zipper arrange 

ment characterizing the present invention, it will be ob 
served in FIG. 3 that the upper terminal of said zipper 
18 is located at the top of the end wall 14 of the bag, 
the illustrated zipper assembly being of conventional 
construction with a slideable head 19, and a gripping 
tab 20 with a hingedly-attachedlocking element 21. 
Fabric strips 22, 22’ are attached to the adjacent free 
edges of the bag material, said strips having separable, 
complementary intermeshing projecting studs or teeth 
formed of nylon or other material, as is well known in 
the art. With such a conventional zipper-type slide 
fastener when the head 19 is manually pulled in one 
direction it functions to join said inter?tting teeth in in 
terlocking relationship, while when said zipper head is 
urged in the opposite direction it functions to disengage 
said teeth and permits the separation of the adjacent 
bag edges.’ It is to be understood, incidentally, that 
while a conventional zipper has been illustrated and 
described herein other slide fasteners or comparable 
closure elements could be utilized, and the invention is 
by no means to be limited in this respect. 
The critical feature of the present invention, as will 

now be described, is not the construction of the par~ 
ticular slide fastener employed, but, rather, the unusual 
arrangement of said closure member on the bag. 
As will be seen in FIG. 3, the upper end, or beginning 

of the zipper 18 in the present invention commences at 
the top of the end wall 14, intermediate the sides 
thereof, from which point said zipper 18 extends 
downwardly to a point “A” on the edge of said end wall 
spaced above the bottom thereof. From said point the 
zipper is formed around the edge of the bag and con 
tinues upwardly on the side wall 12 (FIG. 1) diagonally 
to a point “B” located on the opposite end of said side 
wall adjacent the top thereof. Said zipper is then ex 
tended around the edge of the bag to the end wall 15 
(FIG. 2) and extends downwardly thereon, terminating 
at the bottom of said bag intermediate the width of said 
end wall. 
To permit the zipper 18 or other slide fastener util 

ized in the present invention to extend around the end 
edges of the bag walls the aforementioned reinforcing 
strips 17 surrounding the end edges of said bag are not 
continuous but, rather, are provided with end portions 
terminating immediately adjacent said zipper to pro 
vide slotways therefor, said strip ends being stitched or 
otherwise securely affixed to the bag material to ensure 
a strong and durable construction. 
As illustrated in FIG. 4, when said zipper 18 is 

opened the entire top portion of said ?exible bag, as 
well as a substantial portion of the side walls, are al 
lowed to ?op or fold over and hang down freely, thus 
exposing the complete interior of the bag. The result is 
that during packing the entire interior of the bag can be 
thoroughly and e?iciently ?lled with a minimum of ef 
fort, and when unpacking said open, widespread bag 
the entire contents are readily visible and it is unneces 
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4 
sary to “grope” or feel around for the items placed 
therein. 

In accordance with the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, looped handle straps 25, 26 formed 
of leather or comparable ?exible, strong and durable 
material, are secured to the opposite side walls of the 
bag. As will be noted, each of said handles comprises a 
single strap including a pair of spaced strap portions 
which extend upwardly from the bottom of the bag on 
the side walls and form a loop projecting substantially 
above the bag. A ?exible piece 27 of leather or the like 
having coacting snap fasteners 28 (FIG. 4) is secured to 
the top of the handle loop 26 and when the bag is in its 
carrying condition the top portions of said handle loops 
are arranged in aligned, overlying relation with said 
piece 27 wrapped therearound and the coacting snaps 
28 engaged to securely retain said upwardly-projecting 
loops together. The result is a unitary grip which can be 
readily manually grasped and the bag conveniently car 
ried with one hand. 
As will be seen in FIG. 1, in order to permit the open 

ing and closing of the portion of the zipper 18 on the 
bag side wall 12, the strap portion 25' of the handle 25 
is secured to said bag wall by means of a permanent 
fastener 30 positioned immediately beneath said 
zipper, the portion of said ?exible handle strap 
thereabove being free of the bag wall. Similarly, the op 
posite strap element 25" is secured to a lower portion 
of the bag wall 12 by a fastener 31 positioned im 
mediately beneath said diagonally-disposed zipper 18, 
with the strap portion thereabove being free of said bag 
wall. The result is that when it is desired to open or 
close the bag it is merely necessary to swing the upper 
portion of said ?exible handle loop downwardly to an 
out-of-the-way position where it will not impede the ac 
tion of said zipper. With respect to the illustrated han 
dle assembly, incidentally, it is to be understood that 
other types of handles or grips could be employed, and 
the exact design of said handle is not a critical feature 
of the invention. 
With respect now to the means for locking the 

present bag in its closed condition, a rigid inverted U 
shaped metal loop member 32 is permanently secured 
on the top surface of the bag adjacent the end wall 14 
thereof, said loop being fastened to the end reinforcing 
strip 17, and attached to the zipper tab 20 is a metal 
locking element 21, as hereinabove described, having a 
key-actuated depressible top portion 21' (FIG. 1). To 
lock the bag said locking element 21 is manually urged 
under said rigid loop 32, the portion 21' thereof being 
temporarily depressed to permit said action, and when 
the key is inserted therein and turned said element 21’ 
is locked in the illustrated elevated position projecting 
above said loop member, thereby preventing the 
withdrawal of said member 21 from beneath the loop 
32 and avoiding the unauthorized opening of the 
zipper. To unlock the zipper the key is merely re-in 
serted in said lock member and turned to permit the 
depression of said element 21', thereby allowing said 
member 21 to be urged outwardly beneath the loop 32 
and freeing the zipper. 

In the use of the present invention, in order to open 
the bag the zipper head 19 is merely pulled downwardly 
by means of the tab 20 from the position of FIGS. 1 and 
3 along the path delineated on the end wall 14, said 
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zipper head functioning to disengage the zipper teeth 
or lugs and causing the separation of the adjacent wall 
portions of the bag on the opposite sides of said zipper. 
When the zipper head reaches the point “A" adjacent 
the bottom of said end wall 14 it is pulled around the 
corner portion of the bag and diagonally upwardly 
across the side wall 12 (FIG. 1). After reaching the 
point “B” the zipper head is pulled downwardly on the 
end wall 15, along the illustrated path, until it reaches 
the bottom of said end wall,‘ at which point the entire 
bag is open. 
As mentioned, and as is illustrated in FIG. 4, due to 

the unique arrangement of the zipper 18, when said bag 
has been opened as described the entire ?exible top of 
said bag, as well as a substantial portion of the side 
walls, may be readily folded outwardly and downwardly 
to completely expose the bag interior. The result is that 
the user can easily pack his clothes or other items 
therein. Moreover, when unpacking the present bag 
when it is in its open, widespread condition there is no 
necessity for groping around in the bag interior, par 
ticularly in the corners or recesses, in order to find the 
items packed therein. With the present invention the 
user has a big, open drawer-like container in which he 
can readily see the location of every item. 
When the bag is packed, and it is desired to close the 

same, the zipper 18 is merely pulled in a reverse 
direction, ?rst up the end wall 15, then diagonally 
downwardly across the side wall 12, and finally up 
wardly on the end wall 14 to its starting position, at 
which point the bag can be locked in its closed condi 
tion, as described. 
From the foregoing detailed description it will be 

seen that the present invention provides a new and im 
proved “carry-on” type bag featuring a completely 
novel zipper-type slide fastener arrangement which 
permits said bag to be readily opened to a widespread 
condition which greatly facilitates the packing and un 
packing of the bag in comparison to conventional 
carry-on bags and comparable luggage pieces. 
Moreover, the present bag is provided with novel han 
dle members which are especially designed to accom 
modate said uniquezipper arrangement, and while said 
bag is preferably formed primarily of a soft, flexible, 
and attractivematerial it is provided with reinforcing 
strips of ?exible plastic covered with leather or vinyl 
mounted along its edge and corner portions which not 
only function to protect said bag and ensure its long 
life, but which contrasting reinforcing members further 
promote the distinctive appearance and attractiveness 
of the bag. ’ ' 

' Additional advantages of the new bag vare that it is 
lightweight and easy to handle, it is simple in design and 
construction, and it is relatively inexpensive to manu 
facture. - 

It is to be understood that while one preferred em 
bodiment of the present invention has been illustrated 
and described herein, it is contemplated that various 
changes or modi?cations thereof may occur to those 
skilled in this art. What is intended to be covered 
herein, therefore, is not only the illustrated form of the 
invention but also any and all variations or modi?ca 
tions thereof as may'come within the spirit of said in 
vention. 
WhatI claim is: 
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l. A carry-on type luggage bag comprising: a bottom; 

a ?exible top; ?rst and second ?exible side walls; ?rst 
and second ?exible end walls; and a continuous slide 
fastener extending from the top of said ?rst end wall 
downwardly to a point on one side edge thereof above 
the bottom of said bag, said slide fastener extending 
around the corner edge and upwardly across said ?rst 
side wall in a diagonal path to a point on the upper por 
tion of the opposite side edge of said wall, said slide 
fastener extending around the adjacent corner edge 
and down said second end wall, the opening of said 
slide fastener permitting said ?exible top and side wall 
members to hang downwardly and outwardly in a 
widespread condition to expose the interior of said bag. ‘ 

2. The bag recited in claim 1 wherein said slide 
fastener extends down said ?rst end wall from a point 
adjacent the top thereof, intermediate the width of said 
wall, and includes a curved portion extending to said 
point on the side edge of said end wall, and wherein 
said slide fastener portion on said second end wall in 
cludes a curved portion whereby said slide fastener ter 
minates at a point adjacent the bottom of said bag in 
termediate the width of said second end wall. ' 

3. The bag recited in claim 1 wherein a lock element 
is mounted on said bag top surface adjacent said ?rst 
end wall, and wherein said slide fastener is provided 
with a coacting, key-actuated lock element adapted to 
be releasably engaged with said ?rst lock element to 
lock said bag in its closed condition. 

4. The bag recited in claim 1 and including handle 
means projecting upwardly from the top of said bag. 

5. The bag recited in claim 4 wherein said handle 
means comprises: a strap loop attached to each of said 
side walls, the strap elements on the bag ?rst side wall 
being attached to the bag beneath said diagonally 
disposed slide fastener with ‘the strap portions 
thereabove being free of the bag to permit the manipu- ‘ 
lation of said slide fastener without said handle interfer 
ing therewith. ' 

6. The bag recited in claim 5 and including a ?exible 
connecting piece adapted to be wrapped around the 
upper portions of said handle loop members when the 
latter are inaligned, overlying relation, said connecting 
piece having coacting means adapted to‘ releasably 
secure said loop top portions together; 

7. The bag recited in claim 1 and including reinforc 
ing strips surrounding and covering the end edge por 
tions of said bag. ‘ 

8. The bag recited in claim 1 wherein a ?rst lock ele 
ment is mounted on said bag top adjacent said ?rst end 
wall; wherein said slide fastener is provided with a 
second, key-actuated coacting lock element adapted to 
be releasably engaged with said ?rst lock element to 
lock said bag in its closed condition; wherein a handle 
strap loop is attached to each of said side walls, the 
strap elements on the bag ?rst sidewall being attached 
to the bag beneath said diagonally-disposed slide 
fastener with the strap portions thereabove being free 
of the bag to permit the manipulation of said slide' 
fastener; wherein a ?exible connecting piece associated 
with said handle loops is adapted to be wrapped around ‘ 
the upper portions of said handle lioop members when 
the latter are in aligned, overlying relation, said con 
,necting piece having coacting ‘means adapted to 
releasably secure said loop top portions together; and 
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wherein protective reinforcing strips, formed of a dif 
ferent, more rigid material than the bag walls, are 
secured to and surrounding the end edge portions of 
said bag. 
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