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[57] ABSTRACT ‘ 

A pool cover arrangement for above-ground 
swimming pools, in which arrangement a ?exible pool 
cover is disposed over the pool surface with its 
peripheral edge draped over the exterior sides of the 
pool, the pool cover being held in position by a line - 
secured under tension about the exterior of the pool 
and overlying the peripheral edge of the pool cover. 
Storage straps are secured to a section of the line and 
are utilized to store the pool cover when it is folded, 
the cover when stored hanging on the outside of the 
pool. The tension in the line is such as to permit a 
roller device to be inserted between the line and the 
pool walls and moved about the entire perimeter of 
the pool, facilitating the pool cover being released 
from or secured by the line. 

5 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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POOL COVER ARRANGEMENT 
The present invention relates to pool cover arrange 

ments for self-supporting above-ground type of 
swimming pools, the .type of pool frequently erected by 
families in their family yards, and which pools can be 
repeatedly put up and taken down. The usual above 
ground pool is aframe type structure of metal, wood, 
plastic, or the like forming side walls which support and 
contain a plastic waterproof liner that holds the water. 
The side walls are substantially vertical and define the 
pool perimeter. ‘ 

Prior pool cover arrangements for above-ground 
swimming pools have proven to be hard to handle by 
one person, especially during the pool covering opera 
tion. Further, the pool cover almost invariably ended 
up on the ground at some phase of the uncover-storage 
recover cycle. This, naturally, permitted the introduc 
tion of dirt, grass, leaves, etc. into the pool water from 
the pool cover. In addition, the time required to use the 
prior pool cover arrangements has proven discouraging 
to their users. All these factors have made the prior 
systems unpopular and have relegated them to 
minimum usage. This is unfortunate because not only 
does a proper pool cover arrangement keep dirt and 
debris out of the water, it also minimizes the loss of, 
and need for, pool chemicals, it reduces water evapora 
tion, it absorbs heat from solar radiation and helps 
warm the pool water, it reduces heat loss at night, and 
minimizes algae growth if the cover is opaque. 
The present invention, by contrast, provides a pool 

cover arrangement that can be easily handled by one 
person, both during pool cover removal and covering 
operations. The pool cover when removed is stored 
right on the outside or exterior wall of the pool, a novel 
feature, and it never touches the ground at any part of 
the uncover-storage-recover cycle. And the time 
required to uncover or recover the pool is drastically 
reduced over that required by prior systems. Still other 
advantages will become apparent from the detailed 
description of the invention and accompanying 
drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an above ground 
swimming pool with the pool cover arrangement 
thereon; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the pool with the pool 
cover in its storage position; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, partial cross-sectional view of 
the pool and cover arrangement shown in FIG. 2 and 
taken along reference line III—III thereof; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a roller tool used as an aid in 
the removal and replacement of the pool cover; and 

FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view of the pool show 
ing alternate structure for storage of the pool cover. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, FIG. 1 
shows a ?oating pool cover 10 disposed over and 
covering a self-supporting swimming pool having sup 
porting frame 11 and side walls 12. The side wall 12 is 
substantially vertical to the ground on which it rests. 
Some above ground pools use sheeting material of 
metal or plastic for the side walls 12. Others merely use 
the pool liner itself, supported by frame structure 11, as 
the pool side walls. The pool cover 10 is shaped to 
cover the pool surface as defined by the pools side 
walls, with the pool cover 10 having a peripheral por 
tion or edge 13 which, in FIG. 1, extends peripherally 
beyond the pool side walls. This peripheral edge 13 
overlaps and lies adjacent the pool side walls 12. 
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A line 14 is positioned about the pool side walls over 

the peripheraledge 13 of the pool cover 10. The line 14 
is held in place by being tied, in the position shown, 
under tension. This line tension holds the pool cover 
securely in place when it'is spread out to cover the 
pool. A plurality of storage receptacle straps 15 are, as 
shown, connected to and disposed along a section of 
the line 14, which section is referred to herein-as the 
storage section of line 14 and which is roughly one 
third of the length ofline 14. v 
Each of the storage receptacle straps, or: storage 

straps, 15, while connected at one end to line 14, has a 
free end to which is secured a fastening member,'the 
preferred embodiment of which is a hook 16 as shown 
in FIG. 1. 
The pool cover 10 is a ?exible sheet member made of 

lightweight weather resistent material such as vinyl or 
polyethylene materials, well known and commonly 
used. Most such materials are bouyant and ?oat on the 
surface of water when laid thereon. The preferred em 
bodiment utilizes an opaque, black, polyethylene sheet 
with a thickness of6 mil. for the pool cover 10. The line 
14 is a rope made of durable weatherproof material 
such as nylon or polypropylene, commonly available, 
with the preferred embodiment having a diameter of 
one-fourth inch, small enough to work with and handle, 
but not so small that, under tension, it will wear or cut 
through pool cover 10. The storage straps 15 in the 
preferred embodiment shown in FIG. 1, are pieces of 
rope of the same weatherproof material as line l4,'but 
they need not be as large in diameter as line 14. 

FIG. 2 shows the present novel pool cover arrange 
ment with the pool cover 10 folded and held on the ex 
terior of the pool side wall by the storage straps 15. In 
this con?guration the hook 16 of each storage strap is 
fastened or hooked onto line 14. Each strap thus forms 
a loop which is looped around the folded pool cover. 

This is more fully illustrated by‘ the cross-sectional 
view of FIG. 3, taken along line III-III of FIG. 2. It is 
seen from FIG. 3 that the portion of the peripheral edge 
13 of pool cover 10 that is secured against the pool side 
walls 12 by the storage section of line 14 is always so 
secured and held, even when the pool cover 10 is 
folded and held in storage by storage straps 15. This 
facilitates the pool recovering operation when the pool 
cover in taken out of storage. The hooks 16 in the 
preferred embodiment are noncorrosive and the hook 
curvature is limited to substantially one-half of a circle, 
or I80“, to facilitate easy attachment and removal from 
line 14, and to insure that there will be no damage to 
the pool cover 10 or its peripheral edge portion 13. 
To facilitate the pool cover removal and recovering 

operations, the tool 18 shown in FIG. 4 is used. The 
tool consists of a freely rotatable concave roller 19 
mounted on a shaft 20, as shown, with the shaft 
mounted in a handle 21. A lock nut 22 is disposed on 
the end of shaft 20 to keep roller 19 on the shaft. 
The operation followed in removing the pool cover 

10 and storing it is as follows. First the peripheral edge 
13 of pool cover 10 is released from the securing grasp 
of line 14, except along the storage section of line 14. 
This is done by inserting roller 19, of tool 18, between 
line 14 and the pool side walls 12. The tension in line 
14 must be such as to accommodate this insertion. 
Then the operator moves tool 18 around the pool 
perimeter, pulling radially outward on roller 19, which 
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frees the adjacent portion of the pool cover, and the 
operator with his free hand can then pull the adjacent 
portion of the pool cover from beneath line 14. in this 
manner the pool cover is released all about the perime 
ter of the pool, except along the storage section of line 
14. The pool cover is then gathered in an appropriate 
folded fashion adjacent the storage section of line 14. It 
is then draped over the top of line 14 at that point as 
the operator moves from one storage strap 15 to 
another and loops them about the folded pool cover 
and fastens hooks 16 onto line 14, which at that point is 
covered by part of peripheral edge 13 of pool cover 10. 
In this fashion the pool cover is hung in storage on the. 
exterior of the pool. 
The reverse of this procedure is followed to remove 

the pool cover from storage and cover the pool. The 
storage straps 15 are removed from the folded pool 
cover 10 which is draped into the pool in its folded con 
dition as the storage straps are removed. The pool 
cover 10 is thenvspread out over the pool surface with 
its peripheral edge 13 overlapping and lying adjacent 
the exterior of pool side walls 12. The roller tool 18 is 

10 

20 

then used once again to pull radially outward on line 14 l 
as the operator tucks peripheral edge 13 beneath line 
_l4, which procedure is carried out around the pool 
perimeter until the pool cover 10 is entirely secured 
once again by line 14. 
An alternate type of storage receptacle strap is 

shown in FIG. 5 wherein a rectangular ?ap 25 is shown 
connected along one of its lengthwise edges to line 14, 
with a plurality of hooks 26 connected along its other 
lengthwise edge. When hooks 26 are hooked onto line 
14 the ?ap 25 forms a storage hammock hanging from 
line 14, in which the pool cover 10 is securely held 
when folded and deposited therein. 
Although specific embodiments of the present inven 

tion have been described and illustrated, it is to be un 
derstood that the same are by way of illustration and 
example, and are not intended as limitations of the 
present invention, the delineation of which is the pur 
pose of the following claims. 

lclaim: 
1. A cover arrangement for above ground swimming 

pools having a pool surface and perimeter de?ned by 
substantially vertical side walls extending above ground 
level, said arrangement comprising a ' ?exible sheet 
member shaped to cover the surface of said pool and 
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4 
havinga peripheral edge which can extend peripherally 
beyond, and overlap and lie adjacent, the exterior of 
the pool side walls, a line member disposed under ten 
sion about the exterior of the pool side walls to secure 
and hold the peripheral edge of said sheet member 
against the exterior of the pool side walls, storage 
receptacle strap means secured to said line member 
having at least one free end with at least one fastening 
member attached to said free end whereby the sheet 
member when folded can be hung in storage on the ex 
terior sides of the pool by said storage receptacle strap 
means being looped around the folded sheet member 
and said fastening member being fastened onto said 
line member. 

2. The combination defined in claim 1, wherein said 
storage receptacle strap means comprises a plurality of 
storage straps connected to and disposed along a 
storage section of said_ line member, each said strap 
having a free end with a hook member fastened 
thereto, said storage straps forming loops hanging from 
said line member when said hook members are hooked 
onto said line ‘member, thereby providing storage 
means for said sheet member. 

3. The combination defined in claim 2, wherein that 
portion of the peripheral edge of saidjsheet member 
held against the exterior pool side walls by the storage 
section of said line member remains so held when the 
sheet member is stored in said storage straps and when 
it is extended to cover the pool. 

4. The combination de?ned in claim 2, wherein the 
tension in said line member permits a roller device to 
be inserted between said line member and the pool side 
walls and, in that position, moved about the entire 
perimeter of the pool thereby facilitating the sheet 
member being released or secured by said line member. 

5. The combination de?ned in claim 1, wherein said 
storage receptacle strap means comprises a substan 
tially rectangular ?ap having first and second long 
edges opposite each other, and two short or end edges, 
said ?ap being connected along its ?rst long edge to 
said line member so as to hang therefrom, a plurality of 
hook members attached to and disposed along the 
second long edge, said ?ap forming a storage hammock 
hanging from said line member when said hook mem 
bers are hooked onto said line member, thereby provid 
ing storage means for said sheet member. 

* * a: * * 
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