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[5 7 ] ABSTRACT 

The invention provides a recessed water cooler for in 
stallation in the wall of a building, with that portion of 
the box like cabinet structure that houses the 
refrigeration components such as the condenser and 
compressor being mounted in the assemblage for the 
water cooler in a manner so that it may be reversed 
and then either mounted flush with the back side of 
the remainder of the water cooler cabinet, or al 
ternately, spacially displaced outwardly therefrom to 
permit the remainder of the water cooler to be 
recessed in a back wall. 

6 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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1 
BOX FOR RECESSED WATER 
COOLER - I ' 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

REVERSIBLE WALL 

1‘. Field of the Invention . ‘ 

This invention relates to water cooler assemblies 
and, more specifically, relates to a. recessed .water 
cooler ‘arrangement having a fountain for cold‘ water‘ 
supply disposed so as not to intrude into the hallway or 
room in which the recessed water cooler is mounted. 

2. Description of the Prior Art I 
In the mounting of a fully recessed water cooler in a 

wall of a building it is customary to supply a metal 
walled box or cabinet that may be mounted within the 
wall as it is constructed so that it is‘ recessed and. does 
not intrude into hall or room space. This cabinet then 
provides the necessary protection and coverage for the 
refrigerating mechanism and also the mounting means 
required for attachment of the basin, fountain and any > 
other element needed. - 

Commercially available recessed water cooler wall 
boxes now have one side open,_with the water fountain 
and basin and ventilating grille for the refrigerator 
mechanism facing out to this open side. Thus, the grille 
through which air flows for the cooling of the refrigera 
tor mechanism is visually seen disposed either above or 
below the fountain and basin so that'the wall‘of the 
building,‘ inthis area, in‘ interrupted not only by the 
fountain and basin arrangement but also bythe neces 
sary ventilating grille. \ To eliminate this ventilating 
grille from the building wall, it‘ has heretofore been 
necessary to construct, on the job site, some makeshift 
provision for remotely locating the I refrigeration‘ 
mechanism so that it might‘be ventilatedfrom an area 
which does not open to the wall side where the fountain 
and basin are present. Some locations utilized for this 
remote mounting have been janitor’s closets, rest 
rooms, wet walls and shafts. I . . 

However, both these arrangements suffer somewhat 
from a practical standpoint since the first‘ provides-a 
grille which may be‘ visually seen adjacent the fountain, 
while the second requires the use of high unit cost labor 
to provide a remotely located refrigeration mechanism. 
Accordingly, it would be advantageous to provide a 
fully recessed water coolerarrangement in which the 
refrigeration containing portion of the ‘water cooler 
cabinet could be reversed, if desired, so that the ven 
tilating grille was not discernible from the room or ball 
in which the cooler was located. 'At the same time, this 
recessed water cooler cabinet could still be utilized 
without the refrigerator mechanism containing portion 
of the cabinet reversed so that the ventilating grille and 
fountain were located opening outwardly from the 
same wall, if this was desired.‘ 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The recessed water cooler of the instant invention 
provides a cabinetassembly comprising upper and 
lower box like cabinet portions, with the upper box like 
cabinet portion carrying a basin and fountain for the 
recessed water cooler and with the lower box like 
cabinet portioncontaining the refrigerating equipment 
necessary for‘the cooling of water which is discharged 
from the fountain. Cooperative mounting means are 
disposed between these two open box like cabinet por 
tions so that the lower cabinet portion, containing the 
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2 
refrigerator equipment, may be reversely mounted 
relative to the upper cabinet portiloniso that a smooth 
wall surface‘ could be provided directly below the‘foun 
tain and‘basin enclosure. Since the lower of the two 
cabinet like con?gurations is provided with‘ a smaller 
depth, it may be aligned in this reversed relationship 
relativetothe upper cabinet portion with the ventilat» 
ing grille in an aligned relationship relativeto the back 
side of the upper cabinet portion so as to provide 
clearance for ?rring in‘ and the aforesaid resultant 
smooth wall surface. The lower- cabinet portion, of 
course, may be mounted in non-reversed relationship 
with the face of the ventilating grille aligned with a 
front ?ange of the fountain and basin enclosure. Addi 
tionally, the cooperative mounting means disposed 
between the upper and lower cabinet portions coopera 
tively permit‘the mounting of the lower cabinet portion 
in a reversed position with ‘the grille face thereof dis-v 
placed outwardly from the rear ‘side of the upper 
cabinet portion so that it may be ?rred in so that only 
the ventilating grille is visually apparent from the 
reverse side of the recessed wateroooler. ‘ ' 

DRAWING DESCRIPTION 
‘ For a better understanding ’ of the invention, 

reference may be had to the preferred embodiment, ex 
emplary of the invention, shown in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: I‘ _ 

FIG. 1 is a perspective’vi'ew of the open box like con 
figuration of the upper and lower cabinet portions, with ‘ 
the same being shown in a non-‘reversed position; 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but showing the 
upper. and lower box cabinet portions with their foun 
tain and basin enclosure and refrigeration equipment in 
place; 
FIG; 3 is a view of the recessed water cooler of FIG. 

1 but showing both theventilating grille and fountain 
and basin enclosure in assembled relationship; 

FIG. 4 is a side view of the recessed water cooler 
showing the lowercabinet portion in reversed position 
with‘th‘e face of itheiventilating grille being aligned with 
the rear side of the upper cabinet portion; ‘ 7 

FIG. 5 is a side view of the recessed water cooler with 
the lower cabinet portion in reversed condition and off 
set backwardly from the upper cabinet portion so as to 
permit the firring in of the rear side of the upper 
cabinet portion; 

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the nested upper and lower 
box like structure, as shipped; 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the invention taken 
on line VII-—-VII of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the invention taken 
on line VIlI—-VIII of FIG. 3; and 

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the invention taken 
on line 9-9 of FIG. 3. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring nowspecifically to FIG. 1, it can be seen 
that a recessed water cooler 10 constituting my inven- _ 
tion includes an upper open box like cabinet portion or 
structure 12 and a lower, open box like cabinet portion 
or structure 14. Each of the open box like cabinet por 
tions 12 and 14 areformed, primarily, by bent sheet 
members 16 and 18, respectively, formed in a U-shape 

106009 0323 



3,704,925 
3 

so that the said sheet members include rear panels 20 
and 22, respectively, and side panels 24, 26 and 2.8, 30, 

v respectively. Thus, a generally open con?guration for 
each of the upper cabinet portions 12 and lower 
cabinet portions 14 is formed, primarily, from a single 
sheet member to provide an enclosure of relatively low 
cost. ‘ ' ' 

The bent sheet members 16 and 18 are also formed 
to include peripherally extending ?ange portions 32, 32 
and 34, 34 which extend along the front termination of 
the side panels for the upper and lower cabinet portions 
12 and 14, respectively. These peripheral flanges ex 
tend for substantially the full length of the side panels 
and provide plaster stops so that the wall on which the 
recessed water cooler is mounted may be made ?ush 
with these ?anges. . 
The configuration of the upper and lower portions 12 

and 14 is completed generally by the addition of a top 
36 attached to bent sheet member 16 of upper cabinet 
portion 12 at its upper end and a bottom 38 attached to 
bent sheet member 18 of lower cabinet portion 14 at its 
lower'end. Each of these members also include ?ange 
portions 40 and 42, respectively, to complete a facing 
?ange that extends around the entire front periphery of 
the recessed water cooler 10, with ?ange 40 providing 
a plaster stop while the ?ange 42 provides a mounting 
means for the grille to be‘ described later. The top and 
bottom 36 and 38 may be attached by any conventional 
means to the bent sheet members 16- and 18 such as by 
spot welding or the like (not shown), with outwardly 
disposed bent portions 41, 41 of bent sheet member 16 
providing an area for spot welding and also general 
reinforcement for upper cabinet portion 12 and out 
wardly disposed, bent portion 43 providing the same 
for lower cabinet portion 14. 
To provide a dividing and reinforcing means ad 

jacent the junction of the upper and lower cabinet por 
tions 12 and 14, a cross brace 44 of U-shaped cross 
section is attached to the upper cabinet portion 12 ad 
jacent its front lower portion and extends between the 
sides 24 and 26 and is attached to them by spot welding 
or the like (not shown). A bracket 46 ‘of substantially 
right angle con?guration is provided at the lower rear 
of the upper cabinet portion 12, with this member also 
extending between the sides 24 and 26 and being at 
tached to rear panel 20 by screws (not shown) so as to 
be easily removable for a purpose to be described later. 
The fronts of the upper and lower cabinet portions 12 
and 14 are thereby provided in a substantially open 
condition, the advantages of which will become ap 
parent. 
The initial formation of the cabinet portions 12 and 

14 also includes a terminal box 48 fastened to the 
upper right hand corner of lower cabinet portion 14 by 
any conventional fastening means (not shown) to pro 
vide for the reception of the electrical connections (not 
shown) required to be made for recessed water cooler 
10. In this regard, it should also be noted that upper 
cabinet portion 12 contains a cut-out 50 of generally 
rectangular con?guration, disposed in its upper right 
hand corner. This cut-out permits the reception and 
storage of upper cabinet portion 12 within lower 
cabinet portion 14 for shipping purposes, with the cu 
tout 50 providing clearance for the terminal box 48 
(FIG. 6) and complete nesting of cabinet portions 12, 
14. ' ‘ 
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4 
Referring now particularly to FIG. 2, the recessed 

water cooler 10 is shown as including a basin 52 that 
mounts a fountain 54 and refrigerating equipment 56, 
including the requisite compressor, condenser and 
evaporator for cooling the water provided for fountain 
54. The basin 52 and included fountain 54 are nested 
within the upper cabinet portion 12, with the basin 52 
being formed by drawing or the like into a single 
rectangular prismatic recess 58, including back wall 60, 
side walls 62 and 64 and top and bottom walls 66 and 
68. This basin may be conveniently formed from a 
stainless steel or a bronzed stainless steel material to re 
sist corrosion and provide a pleasing and attractive ap 
pearance to the user of the recessed water cooler 10. 

In order to provide ventilation for refrigerating 
equipment 56, it is conventionally covered by a ven 
tilating grille 70 (FIG. 3), mounted on lower cabinet 
portion 14 and dimensioned so as to completely cover 
the front side of this cabinet portion and including a se 
ries of spaced louvers 72 through which air for cooling 
of the refrigerating equipment 56 may pass. The 
mounting arrangement for the basin 52 and grille 70 to 
the upper and lower cabinet portions 12, 14 is best seen 
in FIGS. 7-9; The upper portion of the. basin 52 in 
cludes a rim portion 57 (FIG. 7) that extends around 
the top, bottom and sides of the periphery of the basin 
52. A substantially sharp edge 59 is formed along the 
inside of the top of rimportion 57 and at the juncture 
forming this edge, a pair of mounting brackets 61 (only 
one shown) are disposed laterally spaced relative to the 
width of the basin 52. Each bracket 61 includes a sharp 
right-angle corner 63 for conveniently inter?tting with 
the rim portion’s juncture forming sharp edge 59. 
Bracket 61 also includes an angularly extending por 
tion 65 which functions somewhat as a wedg'ing tine 
when the basin 52 is mounted on cabinet portion 12. 

Cabinet portion 12 also includes, attached to the in 
side of its top 36, a pair of mounting brackets 67, 67 
(FIGS. 6 and 7) that are spaced laterally from each 
other so as to confront the spaced mounting brackets 
61. Mounting brackets 67 include a right-angle portion 
69 that provides a horizontally extending leg 71 and a 
downwardly depending, spacing leg 73 which locates 
an integral angularly extending leg 75 so as to confront 
and support the angularly- extending portion 65 of 
mounting bracket 61. It should now be clear that the 
mounting brackets 67 provide substantially “V” 
shaped, spaced notches which receive the angularly ex 
tending portions 65 of mounting brackets 61 and that 
‘this manner of structural reception insures, with proper 
bracket spacing, that the basin 52 moves into tight 
abutting engagement with the wall in which the 
recessed water cooler 10 is mounted. 
Turning now to FIG. 8, the mounting of the lower 

portion of basin 52 to upper cabinet portion 12 is ac 
complished by the use of a pair of adjustable clamping 
means 77 which are mounted on the back side of the 
basin 52 on the rim portion 57. Each clamping means 
77 includes a supporting member 79 having “U” shape 
in cross-section with a leg 81 of the “U” being elon 
gated and including an inturned end so that the leg 81 
conforms closely to the rim portion 57 to which it is at 
tached. The other leg 83 of the supporting member 79 
includes a bore extending therethrough in which is 
disposed a threaded bolt 85. A nut 87 is resiliently 
mounted on the leg 83 so that bolt 85 which‘ extends 
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therethrough is threadedly retained in inserted position 
through the bore- in leg 83. Thelbight‘provided by the 
laterally spacing of legs 81 and 83 is of a suf?cient 
dimension that the “U“ shaped cross brace 44 of the 
upper cabinet 12 is received within this bight. By this 
arrangement, then, the basin 52 may be attached to the 
cross brace 44, with the cross brace 44 received within 
the confines of the supporting member 79. The 
threadedcolt 85 may then be tightened and the basin 
52 will conform, at its .lower edge,‘ closely to upper 
cabinet portion 12. ' ‘ 

The grille 70 is mounted at its upper extent to the 
I lower cabinet portion 14 (FIG. 9) in a manner having 
some similarity, to that employed for the mounting‘of 
the upper‘ portion of the basin 52. More specifically, 
grille 70 includes mounted on its back 'side‘an angularly‘ 
extending brace 89 which also ‘extends linearly for sub 
stantially the entire width of the grill'70. A pair of short 
right ‘angle members 91, 91 (only - one shown) are 
mounted on the sides 28 and 30 of the lower cabinet 
portion 14 near its upper end. Each of these right angle 
members is disposed'angularly, relative to its respective 
side so that alaterally extending leg 93 of each engages 
in front of the angularly extending brace 89 to maintain 
the grille 70, at its upper end, in close engagement with 
the lower cabinet portion 14. The assembly of the grille 
70 to the lower cabinet portion‘ 14 iscompleted by the 
use of screws 74 that extend through it and'the ?ange 
42 of the lower cabinet portion 14. 1 ' 

In so far as related, a recessed water cooler has been 
described which provides a basin and included water 
fountain that is in parallel relation with ‘ a louvered 
grille, with both of these‘members opening outwardly 
from a common building wall. As shown in FIGS. 4 and 
5, the lower box‘ cabinet‘ portion 14 can belreversed 
relative to the upper cabinetportion 12 to provide-the 
grille member 70 on an opposite ‘side of recessed water 
cooler 10. In the configuration shown in FIG. 4, it can 
be seen that the grille 70 is arranged parallel to a rear 
face 75 of ‘the rear panel 20 of ‘upper cabinet portion 
12. Since the lower cabinet portion 14 has‘ a depth 
which is less than‘ the depth of the upper cabinet por 
tion ,l2,,thismounti'ng arrangement provides an offset 
between from peripheral edgetof basin 52 and a for 

_ wardly disposed face .71 of rear panel ,22 of lower 
. cabinet portion 14. Thus, this face may be covered and 
?rred in by a portion 76 of the wall of the building to 
provide a building wall extending completely around 
and ?ush with the peripheral‘flange of the basin 52 of 
recessed water cooler 10. Then, from an appearance 
standpoint, only the streamlined basin 52 and included 
water fountain 54-are discernible from the front of the 
building wall including wall portion 76. ' . 

In order to accomplish this v‘particular mounting of 
lower cabinet‘portion 14 in offset reversed ‘relation 
relative to upper cabinet portion 12, a series of mount 
ing means comprising spaced pierced holes 78, 80, 82, 
and 84 are provided on the lower portion of each side 
of upper cabinet portion 12, while a pair‘of ‘spaced 
pierced holes 90 and 92 are provided on-the upper por 
tion of each side of lower cabinet‘portion 14. Self 
threading screw means 94, 94 may then be inserted in 
pierced h0les90 and 92 and then also inserted through 
two of the pierced holes formed in the upper cabinet 
portion 12 to mount the lower cabinet portion thereto. 

1383 

3,704,925 ' 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

65 

6 
For the reversed,'front ‘offset relation referred to, self 
threading screw means 94,-'94 are screwingly inserted 
in pierced holes‘78 and 82,‘ formed in upper cabinet 
portion 12. 
The bracket 46, in this mounting arrangement of the 

upper and lower cabinet portions, isrlocated in the 
same position that this bracket occupies‘in the ?rst 
mounting arrangement and thereby’ serves as a rein 
forcing means for the recessed water cooler 10. 

In order to arrive at the mounting of the upper and 
lower cabinet portions illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 3 the 
self-threading screw means 94, 94 are inserted through 
the pierced holes 90 and 92 in the lower cabinet por 
tion l4‘and corresponding pierced holes 78 and 82 in 
upper cabinet portion 12 with the lower cabinet por 
tion 14. reversed relative to it as illustrated in FIG. 4. 
This places the peripheral flange of the‘ ventilating 
grille 70 and the peripheral flangeof the basin >52 in 
parallel so that both provide a fairly desirable ap 
pearance to individuals passing close by or utilizing the 
recessed water cooler 10. v ' _ _ l ‘ ' ' 

FIG. 5 illustrates the third manner of mounting the 
recessedlwater cooler 10., In ‘this particular configura 
tion, pierced holes 80 and 84 of upper cabinet portion 
12 are utilized and mated with pierced holes 90 and 92 
for the reception of self-threading screw means '94‘, 94 
so that the lower cabinet portion 14 receives a different 
spacing. This arrangement‘ places the venting grille side 
of lower cabinet portion 14 in‘an outwardly jutting 
position relative to the rear face 75 of‘ upper cabinet 
portion 12. Thus, 'thelower cabinet portion 14 is spa- ‘ 
cially displaced rearwardly behind the wall portion 76. 
At the same time, the rear face 75 of upper cabinet por- ' 
tion 12 can also be ?rred in by means of a wall portion 
96 so that only theventilating grille 70 is discernible 
from ‘the rear side of the recessed water cooler 10, thus 
providing a somewhat more attractive appearance to 
this side of the recessed water‘cooler. W 
The bracket 46, in this mounting arrangement, is 

moved and reinforces and closes off the space formed 
by the rearwardly offset upper cabinet portion. 7 
From the foregoing description, it should be clear 

that the series of pierced holes 78 and 82 and 80 and v84 
formed in the upper cabinet portion 12 provide al 
ternate series of mounting means for the mounting of 
the lower cabinet portion 14 and that these alternate 
mounting means permit the lower cabinet portion 14 to 
be reversed and. set off relative to the basin 52 and to be 
reversed relative to the basin 52 and set off from the 
upper cabinet portion 12 to permit ?rring in of it at its 
rearward side. This novel arrangement, therefore, pro 
vides all the advantages suggested for it at the 
beginning portion of the description. ' 

Further, it should be clear to one skilled in the. art 
thatmany modifications can be made to the invention 
described that would still fall within its spirit and scope. 
What is claimed is: ‘ ‘ ‘ 

1. A water cooler and wall box construction therefor 
comprising: - . 

first ‘and second generally right parallelepiped 
shaped boxes, each having one generally open face 
in the plane of one of the vertical sides of the box; 

a ventilating grille adapted to be installed on the 
open face of said second box; ‘ ' 
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said ?rst box being dimensioned to contain a 
recessed drinking water fountain basin having an 
open face for access; > ‘ . 

said secondrbox being dimensioned to contain 
refrigerating system for said water cooler; 

means for securing said boxes in stacked relation, in 
one disposition with their open faces generally 
aligned, and in a reversed disposition with their 
open faces on opposite sides, so that said ventilat- O 

' 1 ing grille may be installed, in accordance with the 
particular arrangement to be attained, on the same 
side as said access to the basin or on the opposite 
side. _ . 

2. A construction according to claim 1 wherein: 
one of said boxes is of greater width than the other so 

that said other box can be accommodated therein 
in generally nested relation for shipping and 
handling. I 

3. A construction according to claim 1 wherein: 
said means for securing said boxes includes a series 

of apertures for fasteners in the lower marginal 
edge portion of said first box, and in the upper 
marginal edge portion of said second box; 

said series of apertures being arranged so that some 
are in ‘registry with each other both when said 
boxes are in said one disposition, and when said 
boxes are in said reversed disposition. 

4. A construction according to claim 3 wherein: 
said second box is of lesser depth from front-to-rear 

than said ?rst box so that when said second box is 
in said reversed disposition with said second box 
open face aligned with the side of said ?rst box op 
posite'said first box open face, the side of said 
second box opposite its open face is offset in 
wardly into the building wall relative to the open 

' face of said ?rst box. 
5. A construction according to claim 4 wherein: 
said series of apertures includes four apertures in 
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8 
edge portion of each of the sides of the other of 
said boxes, said apertures being arranged so that 
two of said apertures are in registry on each side in 
each of three alternate positions of said boxes, viz, 
when the open faces of said boxes are aligned, 
when the open face of the second box is aligned 
with the side opposite the open face of said ?rst 
box, and when the open face of said second box is 
offset outwardly beyond the side of ?rst box op 
posite the open face of the first box. ' 

6. A water cooler and wall box construction therefor 
comprising: 

?rst and second generally right parallelepiped 
shaped boxes, each having one generally open face 
in the plane of one of the vertical sides of the‘box; 

a ventilating grille adapted to be installed on the 
open face of said second'box; 

said first box being dimensioned to contain a 
recessed drinking water fountain basin having an 
open face for access; 

said second box being dimensioned to contain a 
refrigerating system for said water cooler; 

said second box being of slightly greater width than 
said ?rst .box so that said ?rst box can be accom 
modated therein in generally nested relation for 
shipping and handling; _ 

said second box being of lesser depth in a front-to 
rear direction than said ?rst box so that at least the 
front or the rear side of said second box will be off 
set relative to the front or rear side of said ?rst 
box; , 

means for securing said boxes in stacked relation 
with said first box above said second box, and in 
one disposition with their open faces generally 
aligned, and in a reversed disposition with their 
open faces on opposite sides, so that said ventilat 
ing grille may be installed, in accordance with the 
particular arrangement to be'attained, on the same 
side as the access to said basin or on the opposite 
side. 
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