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[57] ABSTRACT 
Implements, as for cleansing by scrubbingwith the use 
of {cleansing compound, such as for surgical post or 
preoperative scrubbing with a germicidal soap com 
prising, means for providing rubbing type scrubbing 
action, for example, a pored surface or a plurality of 
bristle-like elements, such as Velcro or brush bristles 
and a quantity of compound, for example, a cleansing 
compound such as a germicidal soap compound as 
sociated therewith, for example, by direct coating on 
the scrubbing means or by being contained within a 
dispensing type reservoir for application to the 
scrubbing means, such as being contained within a 
block of resilient foam-like material or within a ?exi 
ble walled container whereby pressure on the con 
tainer or foam block will cause dispensing of the 
cleansing compound outwardly thereof and onto the 
scrubbing means, the foam block or container being 
either permanently associated with the scrubbing 
means to define a throw-away type implement or the 
block or container being replaceably associated 
therewith to enable retention of the scrubbing means 
with replacement of the container or block, such 
block or throw-away implement being preferably 
furnished with protective covering means during trans 
port, storage and prior to usage thereof, such as a 
peelable or strippable layer of waterproof adhesively 
secured material or a layer of water-soluble material. 
The size, shape and density of the brush bristle array 
permits the implement to function not only as a 
general personal scrubbing brush, but also as 
scrubbing apparatus for pre- and post-surgical applica 
tions. The implement includes a longitudinally ?exible 
handle which is adapted to hold the dispensing type 
reservoir and be bent to the contour of the surface 
being scrubbed. _ _ _ 

1 1 Clams, 29 Drawing Figures. 
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This application isa continuation-in-part of appli 
cant’s copending applications U.S. Ser. No. 660,477, 
?led Aug. 14, 1967 (now abandoned), and US. Ser. 
No. 665,593, filed Sept. 5, 1967 (now US. Pat. No. 
3,556,667). ' - ' ‘ 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention pertains generally to cleansing imple 
ments and, more particularly, to cleansing implements 
for scrubbing with the use of a cleansing compound. 

It is a primary object of the present invention to pro 
vide cleansing implements'having a reservoir adapted 
to contain a quantity of a cleansing compound and to 
dispense such cleansing compound as needed. 
Another primary object of the present invention, in 

addition to the foregoing object, is to provide such 
cleansing implements adapted to present a scrubbing 
type action. - 

Still another primary object of the present invention, 
in addition to each of the foregoing objects, is to pro 
vide such cleansing implements with removable and 
replaceable reservoir means. , 

The further primary object of the present invention, 
in addition to .each of the foregoing objects, is to pro 
vide such cleaning implements which are inexpensive, 
and, accordingly, disposable after use. > 
A still further primary object of the present inven 

tion, in addition to each of the foregoing objects, is to 
provide such cleansing implements wherein the reser 
voir means is adapted to be protected from environ 
mental conditions during transit, storage, and prior to 
use. 

A still further primary object of the present inven 
tion, in addition to each of the foregoing objects, is to 
provide such cleansing implements having scrubbing 
type means which are adapted to be protected from en 
vironmental conditions during transit, storage, and 
prior to use. - , 

In addition to each of the foregoing objects, it is 
another primary object of the present invention, to pro 
vide such cleansing implements which are compact, 
and easy to use. 

It is also a primary object of the present invention, in 
addition to each of the foregoing objects, to provide 
such cleansing implements with a quantity of a ger 
micidal surgical scrub compound, enabling the 
cleansing implements to be utilized for pre or post 
operative surgical scrub procedures. 

It is a yet still further primary object of the~ present 
invention, in addition to each of the foregoing objects, 
to provide such cleansing implements wherein the 
reservoir means comprises a foam—like block of materi 
al. 
A yet still further primary object of the present in 

vention, in addition to each of the foregoing objects, is 
to provide such cleansing implements wherein the 
reservoir means is compacted or compressed for trans 
port, storage, or the like, and swells or expands to a 
larger size upon being made ready for use. 
Another and yet still further primary object of the 

present invention, in addition to each of the foregoing 
objects, is to provide such cleansing implements having 
sterilizable scrubbing means adapted to be associated 
with a replaceable supply of cleansing compound. 

2 
A yet still further primary object of the present in 

vention, in addition to each of the foregoing objects, is 
to provide such cleansing implements which are 
adapted to be maintained in a sterile and clean condi 
tion during transport, storage, or the like, and which 
may be made ready for use simply and easily, as by 
being rinsed or immersed in hot water. 
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It is still another primary object of the present inven 
tion, in addition to each of the foregoing objects, to 
provide such cleansing implements utilizing a hook 
and/or loop material elements (hook and/or loop 
material elements available from the Velcro Corpora-. 
tion of America of New York, N.Y.) as the scrubbing 
means. 

It is another and yet still further primary object of the 
present invention, in addition to each of the. foregoing 
objects, to provide such cleansing implements having 
compartmented or plural reservoir means to enable 
multiple use thereof of fresh supplies of cleansing com- ‘ 
pounds'without replacement or replenishment of the 
reservoir means. . 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide such a cleansing instrument which is capable of 
bending to conform to the shape of the surface being 
scrubbed. ' ' ' 

Another object of the present 
such a cleansing instrument which is capable of 
cleansing both the surface areas of the user as well as 
under the ?ngernails. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide such a cleansing instrument which easily enables - 
the germicidal solution to ?ow from the reservoir to the 
bristle array. . 

The invention resides in the combination, construc 
tion, arrangement and disposition of the various com 
ponent parts and elements incorporated‘in improved 
cleansing implements constructed in accordance with 
the principles of this invention. The present invention 
will be better understood and objects and important 
features other than those speci?cally enumerated 
above will become apparent when consideration is 
given to the following details and description, which 
when taken in conjunction with the annexed drawing 
describes, discloses, illustrates and shows certain 
preferred embodiments or modi?cations of the present 
invention and 'what is presently considered and be 
lieved to be the best mode of practicing the principles 
thereof. Other embodiments or modi?cations may be 
suggested to those having the bene?t of the teachings 
herein, and such other embodiments or modi?cations 
are intended to be reserved especially as they fall 
within the scope and spirit of the subjoined claims. 

IN THE DRAWINGS: 

FIG. 1 is an exploded isometric illustration of a 
cleansing implement comprising scrubbing means and 
reservoir means constructed in accordance with the 
principles of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an elevational cross-sectional view taken 
alone line 2—2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is an end elevational cross-sectional view of 
the cleansing implement of the preceding ?gures illus~ 
trating the implement in the assembled con?guration 
thereof ready for use; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the cleansing im 
plement of the preceding ?gures; 

invention is to provide ' 
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FIG. 5 is an isometric view of another reservoir suita 
ble for use in the cleansing implement of the preceding 
?gures; 

FIG. 6 is an elevational cross-sectional view taken 
along line 6-6 of FIG. 5; , 

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of another cleansing im 
plement constructed in accordance with the principles 
of the present invention; ‘ 

FIG. 8 is_ an isometric view of still another cleansing 
implement constructed in accordance with the princi 
ples of the present invention; , - 

FIG. 9 isan elevational cross-sectional view taken 
along line 9--9 of FIG. 8; 

FIG. 10 is an exploded elevational view of still 
another cleansing implement constructed in ac 
cordance with the principles of the present invention; 

FIG. 11 is an end elevational cross-sectional view 
taken substantially along line 11-11 of FIG. 10 but il 
lustrating the cleansing implements thereof in the as 
sembled con?guration ready for use; 

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional elevational view of still 
another cleansing. implement constructed in ac 
cordance with the principles of the present invention; 
FIG.- 13 is a partial elevational cross-sectional illus 

tration of yet another cleansing implement constructed 
in accordance with the principles of the present inven 
tion; _ ' . 

FIG. 14 is an isometric illustration of yet still another 
cleansing implement constructed in accordance with 
the principles of the present invention; 

FIG. 15 is an isometric illustration of a still further 
cleansing implement constructed in accordance with 
the principles of the present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 
16—16 ofFlG. 15; 
FIG. 17 is a top plan view of the cleansing implement 

of the preceding ?gures; ' 
FIG. 18 is a top plan view of a yet still further 

cleansing implement constructed in accordance with 
the principles of this invention; 

FIG. 19 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 
19-19 ofFlG. 18; 

4 
germicidal ?ow means between the reservoir means 
andthebristle array; 

FIG. 27 is a top plan view of still another embodi 
ment of ?ow means between the reservoir means and 
the bristle array; ‘ . 

FIG. 28 is a cross-sectional view taken generally 
along lines 284-28 of FIG. 27; and , 

FIG. 29 is 'a side elevational view showing still 
another embodiment of ?ow means between the reser 
voir means and the bristle array. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT: 

Generally, the present invention comprises improved 
cleansing implements for scrubbing with the use of a 
cleansing compound, such as for surgical pre or post 

' operative scrubbing with a germicidal soap comprising, 
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FIG. 20 is an exploded isometric view of another and . 
yet still further cleansing implement constructed in ac 
cordance with the principles of this invention; 

FIG. 21 is a partial side elevational cross-sectional 
medial view of the cleansing implement of the preced 
ing ?gure illustrating the implement in the assembled 
configuration thereof; 

FIG. 22 is a side elevational view of yet still another 
cleansing implement constructed in accordance with 
the principles of the present invention; ' 

FIG. 23 is an end elevational view of a support struc 
ture for the reservoir means employed with the princi 
ples of the present invention; _ 

FIG. 24 is another end elevational view of yet 
another support structure for the reservoir means em 
ployed with the principles of the present invention; ' 

FIG. 25 is an isometric view of the cleansing instru 
ment of the present invention with the reservoir means 
partially broken away showing the germicidal flow 
means between the reservoir means and the bristle ar 
my; 

FIG. 26 is still another isometric view of the 
cleansing instrument of the present invention withthe 
reservoir means partially broken away showing another 
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means for providing abrasive type scrubbing action, for 
example, a plurality of bristle-like elements, such as 
hook and/or loop material elements or brush type bris 
tles and a quantity of cleansing compound, for exam 
ple, a germicidal soap compound such as pHisoI-lex (a 
registered trademark of Winthrop Laboratories, divi 
sion of Sterling Drug, lnc.). associated therewith, for 
example, by direct coating on the scrubbing means or 
by being contained within a dispensing type reservoir 
for application to the scrubbing means, such as being 
contained within a block of resilient foam-like material 
or within a flexible walled container whereby pressure 
on the container or foam block will cause dispensing of 
the cleansing compound outwardly thereof, the block 
or container being either permanently associated with 
the scrubbing means to de?ne a throw-away type im~ 
plernent or the block or container being replaceably as 
sociated therewith to enable retention of the scrubbing 
means with replacement of the container or block, such 
block or throw-away implement being furnished, 
preferably, with protective covering means during 
transport, storage, and prior to usage thereof, such as a 
peelable or strippable layer of water-proof adhesively 
secured material or a layer of water-soluble material. 
Furthermore, the bristle-like elements may be as 
sociated with the reservoir means by means of a. per 
forate backing, enabling the cleansing compound to be 
dispensed from the reservoir means through the per 
forate backing and on to the bristle-type elements, the 
bristle-type elements being either integrally formed 
with the backing member, as in a' single molding opera 
tion, or being separately formed and secured therewith 
in a conventional brush forming manner. The bristles 
may comprise substantially any desired material, 
preferably a material which is readily sterilizable, the 
bristles being formed, for example, of styrene, 
polypropylene, natural bristles, nylon, or the like, or, 
the bristles may be of a hook and/or loop type material 
made in any desired grade of coarseness and/or 
thickness as well as in any desired length of the ?la 
ments. The reservoir means may comprise, for exam 
ple, a block of urethane foam, polyurethane foam, 
natural sponge, sponge latex, sponge porelon, or the 
like, and the block of foam-like material may be pro 
vided with a chamber therewith for containing the 
cleansing compound or may be impregnated with the 
cleansing compound and then may be compressed 
and/or freeze dried to ‘provide a compact and light 
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weight package whichywill swell upon wetting with 
water, or the reservoir means may comprise one or 

more containers having at least one ?exible wall por 
tion. 
With reference now to the drawing, and particularly 

to FIGS. 1-4 thereof, there is shown and illustrated a 
cleansing implement constructed in accordance with 
the principles of the present invention and designated 
generally by the reference character 20. > 
The cleansing implement 20 comprises scrubbing 

means 22 and reservoir means 24 adapted to be struc 
turally associated therewith. 
The scrubbing means 22 comprises a backing or han 

dle member 26 fabricated of any desired conventional 
material, such as metal, plastic, ceramic, or the like, 
and a plurality of elongate bristle-like abrasive or 
scrubbing elements 28 structurally associated 
therewith and likewise fabricated of any desired con 
ventional material, such as, for example, styrene, 
polypropylene,vnylon, substantially any other plastic, 
natural bristles, or the like. The bristle-like elements 28 
may be formed, independently of the backing or handle 
member 26, and structurally associated therewith in a 
conventional brush-forming manner, as by being ce 
mented or adhesively, cohesively or mechanically 
secured therewith, or may be integrally formed with the 
backing or handle member 26, as by molding 
techniques. Regardless of the materials of which the 
backing or handle member 26 and the bristle-like ele 
ments 28 are formed, and the manner of fabrication 
thereof, the bristle-like elements 28 preferably extend 
generally outwardly of a lower surface 30 of the 
backing or handle member 26. The backing or handle 
member 26 may be of any desired size and con?gura 
tion, and may be provided with extensions, ears, 
depressions, grooves, or the like, toassist in grasping 
and manipulating the implement, if desired. The 
backing or handle member 26 may be provided with a 
recess, groove or opening 32 extending generally in 
wardly from the surface opposite the lower surface 30, 
or the upper surface 34 thereof, within which the reser 
voir means 24 is particularly adapted to be disposed. 
The recess, groove or opening 32 may, for example, be 
de?ned by side walls 36, end walls 38, and a bottom 
wall 40. The backing or handle member 26 may be 
further provided with one or a plurality of apertures 42 
extending relative to the bottom wall 40 for enabling 
passage of cleansing compound from the reservoir 
means 24 to the bristle elements 28 during use. 
The reservoir means 24 may comprise a block of 

material 44 fabricated of a material which is of a 
resilient nature, or of a material which when wetted, as 
with water, or the like, is of a resilient nature. For ex 
ample, the block of material 44 may comprise a block 
of foam-like material such as sponge rubber, natural 
sponge, or a sponge plastic, such as urethane, polyu 
rethane, propylene, polypropylene, porelon, or the 
like, or any material, such as paper, felted textile ?bers, 
or the like, which can absorb, adsorb, or contain within 
or on it an appropriate cleansing compound, and 
which, at least when wetted, is capable of exuding or 
dispensing the cleansing compound outwardly thereof. 
For example, the block of material 44 may comprise a 
block of foam-like material impregnated with the 
cleansing compound. 
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6 
The reservoir means 24 may be either pre-assembled 

with the scrubbing means 22 so that the cleansing im 
plement 20 may be furnished in a ready-to-use condi 
tion or con?guration, or the reservoir means 24 may be 
furnished as a separate unit, capable of assembly with 
the scrubbing means 22 enabling ready replacement of 
the reservoir means 24 as the supply of cleansing com 
pound contained therein is used up, or for each pre or 
post-operative scrub, or the like. The reservoir means 
24 may be re?llable or may comprise an inexpensive 
throw-away unit complete with a supply of cleansing 
compound. ' 

The reservoir means 24 may further comprise pro 
tective covering layer means, such as a layer of water 
soluble material 46, comprising, for example, gelatin or 
cellulose, enabling the reservoir unit 44 to remain clean 
and sterile and preventing loss of cleansing compound 
therefrom during transport, storage, and prior to use, it 
being merely necessary to run hot water, or the like, 
over the reservoir means 24 either prior to or following 
insertion of the reservoir means 24 in the backing 
member 26 immediately prior to use. _ 

Additionally, the reservoir means 24 may be 
furnished in a compressed condition enabling more 
compact storage thereof. For vexample, the block of 
material 44 ‘may comprise a polyurethane foam im 
pregnated with the cleansing compound, which follow 
ing impregnation may be compressed and then freeze 
dried to form a light-weight, dry and relatively compact 
block of material which, upon wetting with water, or 
the like, may swell to its initial size and con?guration. 
Following the compression and freeze drying, the block 
of material 44 may be covered with the protective 
covering layer 46. Similarly, the block of material may 
be freeze dried without compression or compressed 
without freeze-drying. 
With reference now to FIGS. 5 and 6, there is shown 

and illustrated another reservoir means 24' constructed 
in accordance with the principles of the present inven 
tion and usable with the backing or handle member 26. 
The reservoir means 24' similarly comprises a block of 
resilient or foam-like material 44', but, rather than 
being entirely impregnated with the cleansing com 
pound, the block of material 44' is provided with a 
generally central opening or chamber 48, the cleansing 
compound being contained within the chamber 4%. if 
the cleansing compound comprises a solid, a viscous 
material, or a comminuted material, then the cleansing 
compound may be contained within the chamber 48, 
without any additional means to retain it therein, and 
the block of material 44 may be compressed and/or 
dried as heretofore set forth. However, if the cleansing 
compound comprises a liquid or a hygroscopic materi 
al, for example, or any other material which requires or 
supports the use of additional means to retain it within ' 
the chamber 48 or to protect the cleansing compound 
from atmospheric contact, or the like, then the 
chamber 48 may be provided with a membrane or wall 
50 fabricated of a material which would be readily rup 
turable upon compression of the block of material 44' 
to release the cleansing compound'from the chamber 
48. Y 

The reservoir means 24' may be further provided 
with protective covering layer means, such as the 
hereinbefore described water soluble layer or adhesive 
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ly secured side layers 52,7 end-layers 54 and top‘ and bot- . 
tom layers 56. The top and bottom layers 56, for exam 
ple, may be peelable or strippable away from the block 
of material 44', as shown in FIG. 5 to expose the block 
of material 44' for use. The layers 52, 54 and 56 may, 
for example, comprise waterproof adhesive tape, .or 
may comprise a gelatin, cellulose, plastic, or the like, 
coating applied to the block of material 44' and 
adapted to be at least partially readily removable, as by 
a stripping or peeling action, and may be provided with 
preliminary weakening means, such as score lines, or 
the like, or with tear threads to enable the appropriate 
portions thereof to be readily removed immediately 
prior to use. 
Of course, the protective covering layer means 

shown in FIG. 5 is equally adaptable for use with any of 
the other embodiments or modi?cations of the present 
invention, as is the protective layer means of FIG. 2. 

In addition to the reservoir means being adapted for 
structural association with the backing means, as 
hereinbefore described and disclosed, the bristle-like 
structures may also be directly associated with the 
reservoir means. For example, with reference now to 
FIG. 7, there is shown and illustrated another cleansing 
implement constructed in accordance with'the princi 
ples of the present invention and designated generally 
by the'reference character 58 wherein the scrubbing 
means comprises a plurality of bristle-like elements 60 
directly structurally associated with a block of absor 
bent or resilient material 62,-the block of material 62 
being fabricated, for example, similarly to the block 44 
or 44’. The bristle-like elements 60 may be. either in 
tegrally molded with the block of material 62, or may 
be separately formed and associated therewith in any 
desired manner, such as mechanically, as by being 
forced thereinto or by being inserted within apertures 
provided therein, or may be associated with the surface 
thereof, as by means of an adhesive, or the like. The 
cleansing implement 58 may,‘ if desired, be provided 
with adequate protective layer means, as herein el 
sewhere described and disclosed. 
With reference now to FIGS. 8 and 9, there is shown 

and illustrated yet another cleansing implement con 
structed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention and designated generally by the 

. reference character 64. The cleansing implement 64 
comprises a block of resilient or absorbent material, 
such as a block of foam or porelon 66 provided on one 
or more surfaces thereof with a plurality of bristle-like 
elements 68 extending outwardly therefrom. The bris 
tle-like elements 68 may comprise, for example, a plu 
rality of ?laments structurally associated with > a 
backing layer 70, which in turn is secured with the 
block of material 66, as by means of an adhesive. The 
?laments 68 and backing layer 70 may be of the materi 
al generally referred to as Velcro. The ?laments 68 
may be of any desired grade of courseness, thickness, 
length, and spacing. The backing layer 70 is preferably 

_ perforated as by being provided with one or a plurality 
of holes or apertures 72 extending therethrough to ena 
ble the passage of cleansing compound from the block 
of material 66 to the ?laments 68. As shown, the 
cleansing implement 64 may be provided with the 
material such as VELCRO, a registered trademark of 
Velcro Corp., on two sides thereof, and it is to be un 

8 
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and/or loop material elements available from the Vel 
cro Corporation of America of New York, N .Y.) may 
be either similar or may be of differing coarseness, 
enabling one side to be used for scrubbing the skin, and 
the other side, having, for example, longer ?laments to 
be utilized for scrubbing under the nails. The other 
edges of the block of material 66 may be covered or 
may be exposed and, if exposed, may also be utilized as 
cleansing or scrubbing surfaces. The block of material 
66 may be either impregnated with the cleansing com 
pound or the cleansing compound may be contained 
within chamber means formed within the block of 
material 66, as described and disclosed hereinbefore. 
The cleansing implement 64 may be further provided 
with protective layer means, as hereinabove described 
and disclosed, either ?xed or removable. It is also 
within the scope or ambit of the present invention to 
utilize VELCRO or a similar material as a scrubbing 
element either alone or in combination with any other 
reservoir means. i / 

Each of 'the cleansing implements hereinabove 
described and disclosed are readily suitable for many 
cleansing operations, and particularly, for surgical pre 
or post-operative scrub purposes, especially when the 
cleansing compound comprises a germicidal soap com 
pound, such as pl-iisol-lexi in use, the block of material 
66 may extend outwardly of the backing means or the 
scrubbing means,‘ enabling the protective layer means 
to be readily removed, if provided, and the surface of 
the block of material utilized for initial scrub purposes, 
over large areas of skin, or the like. The cleansing com 
pound may be dispensed outwardly to the surfaces 
thereof by merely squeezing the block of material. For 
purposes of scrubbing around. and under the nails, for 
example, thelbristle-like elements, which are likewise 
supplied with the cleansing compound upon squeezing 
or kneading of the block of material are eminently 
suitable. The cleansing compound may also be 
dispensed directly onto the‘ surface to be cleaned, 
rather than through the scrubbing means, if desired, 
and the scrubbing means utilized in a conventional 

manner. 
With reference now to FIGS. 10 and 11, there is 

shown and illustrated yet still another cleansing imple 
ment constructed in accordance with the principles of 
the present invention and designated-generally by the 
reference character 74. The scrubbing implement 74 
comprises reservoir means 76 and scrubbing means 78 

- adapted to be structurally inter-associated. 
The scrubbing means 78 may, for example, comprise 

a backing or handle member 89 and a plurality of bris 
tle-like members 82, similar to the scrubbing means 22. 
The reservoir means 76 is adapted to be structurally as— 
sociated with the scrubbing means 78 and it may com 
prise a generally tank-like container 84 particularly 
adapted to contain therewithin a quantity of cleansing 
compound. The reservoir means 76 may further com~ 
prise outlet valve means 86 which may, for example, be 
of a pressure operated or operable type so that when 
the cleansing compound within the tank or container 
84 is pressurized, the cleansing compound contained 
therewithin may be dispensed outwardly through the 
valve means 86. ‘ Y 
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The backing or handle member 80 may be provided 
with aperture means 88, valve means 86 being particu 
larly adapted to be disposed therewithin. At least the 
top wall of the tank or container 84 may be fabricated 
of a generally resilient material, enabling simple ?nger 
or hand pressure thereon to pressurize the interior of 
the tank or container 84, and particularly, the cleansing 
compound contained therewithin ' to dispense the 
cleansing compound outwardly through the valve 
means 86. The entire tank or container 84 may, if 
desired, be fabricated of a ?exible material, such as 
plastic ?lm, metal foil, or the like. 
The reservoir means 76 may be fabricated, for exam 

ple, of inexpensive material, such as metal, plastic, 
coated paper, or cardboard, or the like, and may be 
furnished as either a throwaway re?ll unit or, may be 
re?llable, either through the valve means 86 or through 
another opening provided for that purpose. 
Moreover, the scrubbing means may be adapted for 

use with any or all of the reservoirs by the appropriate 
provision of aperture. 
With reference now to FIG. 12, there is shown and il 

lustrated another and yet still further cleansing imple 
ment constructed in accordance with the principles of 
the present invention andv designated generally by the 
reference character 90. The reservoir is integral with 
the scrubbing means and is re?llable. 
The cleansing implement 90 comprises a member 92 

having a base wall 94 and a plurality of side walls 96 ex 
tending upwardly therefrom. Scrubbing means, such as 
a plurality of bristle-like elements 98 may be struc 
turally associated with the base wall 94 depending 
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generally downwardly therefrom. The base wall 94 may. 
be further provided with a plurality of apertures or l 
feeder channels 100 to provide ?uid communication 
between the reservoir which is de?ned by the upstand 
ing walls 96 and the base wall 94 to permit the egress of 
a cleansing compound contained therewithin out 
wardly thereof and onto the bristle-like elements 98. 
The reservoir or chamber 102 is further de?ned by a 
top plate comprising, for example, a diaphragm 104 
fabricated, for example, of thin plastic or thin metal 
which is sufficiently resilient and ?exible that ?nger 
pressure downwardly thereon will force the cleansing 
compound contained within the reservoir 102 out 
wardly through the feeder channels or apertures 100. 
The top wall or diaphragm 104 may be further pro 
vided with inlet valve means 106 to enable the reservoir 
chamber 102 to be filled or re?lled, as by means of a 
tube 108. 
The bottom wall 94 may be fabricated of a~resilient 

material constructed and arranged to automatically 
close the apertures 104 in the absence of pressure 
being applied to the top wall 104 and thereby retain the 
cleansing compound within the chamber during 
storage. 

In each of the embodiments or modi?cations 
hereinabove described and disclosed, the cleansing 
compound is dispensed onto the bristle-like elements 
by means of pressure applied to reservoir means. It is 
also within the scope of the present invention to pro 
vide the reservoir means in the form of a coating of 
cleansing compound over the surface of the bristle-like 
elements to automatically apply the cleansing com 
pound to the surface being cleaned during scrubbing 
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thereof. Accordingly, with reference now to FIG. 13, 
there is shown and illustrated a portion of yet another 
cleansing implement constructed in accordance with 

. the principles of the present invention and designated 
generally by the reference character 110. The 
cleansing implement 110 comprises a backing member 
112 having structurally associated therewith a plurality 
of bristles or bristle-like elements 114. The bristle-like 
elements 114 may be either integrally formed with the 
backing member 112, as by being molded therewith, or 
may be separately formed and secured therewith, 
either mechanically or adhesively, as in apertures, in a 
conventional manner. A layer of cleansing compound 
116 may be structurally associated or coated onto the 
bristles, and/or onto the lower surface of the backing 
member 112, so that upon contact with water, or the 
like, the cleansing compound will be dissolved, rubbed 
off, or placed into solution and into a form for provid 
ing cleansing of a surface being scrubbed with the bris 
tle-like elements 114. As in the previous embodiments, 
a protective covering layer, such as a layer of gelatin or 
cellulose 118 may then be coated over the surface of 
the layer of cleansing compound 1 16. 
As heretofore pointed out, the reservoir means may 

extend substantially outwardly'of the scrubbing means 
to act as a dispenser for directly applying the cleansing ’ ' 
compound to be scrubbed. 

Accordingly, and with reference now to FIG. 14, 
there is shown and illustrated a cleansing implement 
constructed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention and designated generally by the 
reference character 120. 
The cleansing implement 120 comprises a block of 

absorbent material 122 and scrubbing means 124. The 
block of material 122 may, for example, be a relatively 
thin and wide block of material impregnated with a 
cleansing compound, the scrubbing means 124 com 
prising a backing member 126 having a plurality of 
bristle-like members ' 128 extending generally out 
wardly therefrom in one direction, and a channel 130 
formed in the backing member 126 generally opposite 
the bristles 128, with the edge portion of the block of ' 
material 122 being adapted to be disposed within the 
channel 130. In this embodiment, there is no necessity 
for the provision of any apertures or channels extend 
ing between the channel 130 and the bristles 128, 
although such may be provided, if desired. In use, the 
cleansing block of material 122 may be utilized to ini 
tially scrub the skin, and to apply the cleansing com 
poundthereto, the bristles 128 of the scrubbing means 
124 being utilized to further scrub the skin, or to scrub 
around or under the nails, or the like. Moreover, if 
desired, the block of material 122 may be provided 
with protective covering layer means, as hereinabove 
described. ' 

The reservoir means of the present invention may 
comprise a single reservoir, as hereinabove described 
and disclosed or, as will be hereinafter described and 
disclosed, may comprise a plurality of reservoirs capa 
ble of being utilized to dispense cleansing compound 
either independently or concurrently. , 

Accordingly, and with reference now to FIGS. 
15-17, there is shown and illustrated therein a yet 
further cleansing implement constructed in accordance 
with the principles of the present invention and 
designated generally by the reference character 132. 
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The cleansing implement 132 comprises scrubbing 
means 134 and reservoir means 136 adapted to be 
structurally associated therewith. The scrubbing means 
134 may, for example, comprise a backing or handle 
member 138 and a plurality of bristle-like elements 141 
depending therefrom. The backing or handle member 
138 may be provided with a recess or opening 140 and 
the reservoir means 136 may comprise a plurality of 
container elements 142 adapted to be substantially 
disposed within the chamber or recess 140. 
While the backing or handle member 138 may be of 

substantially any desired con?guration, it may com 
prise a bottom wall 144 having the bristle-like elements 
141 projecting from the lower surface thereof, a pair of 
side walls 146 and a pair of end walls 148 projecting 
from the upper surface thereof and de?ning therewith 
the chamber or recess 140. 

The reservoir elements or containers 142 may be of 
generally tubular con?guration, fabricated of a resilient 
material such as plastic ?lm, metal foil, or the: like, and 
containing therewithin a quantity of ' cleansing com 
pound. One end portion of each of the reservoir mem 
bers or containers 142 may be permanently closed, as 
by means of heat sealing 150 and the other end por 
tions of the reservoir members or containers 142 closed 
in a manner enabling passage outwardly thereof of the 
cleansing compound under speci?ed conditions, as by 
means of narrow heat seals 152. _ 

The seals 150 and 152 may be formed in substan 
tially any desired manner; however, as hereinbefore 
pointed out, for simplicity and economy of manufac 
ture it is preferable that the seals 150 and 152 be 
formed, as by heat sealing. The seals 150 preferably are 
constructed and arranged as to preclude inadvertent 
opening of that end of the reservoir elements or con 
tainers 142, as by being formed by a relatively wide 
heat seal, or by means of a folded and sealed connec 
tion. The seals 152 are preferably constructed and ar 
ranged to rupture or fail, that is, to open that end of the 
reservoir element or container 142 upon the applica 
tion of ?nger pressure to the reservoir elements or con 
tainers 142 to pressurize the quantity of cleansing com 
pound contained therein. The seals 152 are further 
preferably constructed and arranged to provide a noz 
ale-type outlet or dispensing outlet upon such rupture, 
and may, for example, comprise relatively narrow heat 
seal connections or heat sealed connections de?ned by 
a plurality of small area adjacent heat seals. The seals 
152 may be constructed and arranged to direct a flow 
of cleansing compound generally axially outwardly of 
the reservoir elements or containers 142 upon the ap 
plication of ?nger pressure thereto, or may be con 
structed and arranged to provide such flow of cleansing 
compound obliquely to the reservoir element axis. 

If the seals 152 are fabricated to provide a generally 
axial flow of cleansing compound, then the cleansing 
implement 132 would be utilized by pointing that end 
of the implement toward the area to be cleaned, apply 

' ing ?nger pressure to one or more of the reservoir ele~ 
ments 142 and directing the resulting stream or ?ow of 
cleansing compound onto the area being cleaned or 
scrubbed. After the application of the cleansing com 
pound to the area to be cleaned or scrubbed, the bris 
tle-like elements 141 are manipulated in a standard 
brush-type manner to thoroughly cleanse and scrub 
such area. If, however, the seals 152 are constructed 
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and arranged to direct the ?ow or stream of cleansing 
compound obliquely to the container axes, then the 
stream of cleansing compound may be directly applied 
to the area to be scrubbed as described above, or, the 
stream or flow of cleansing compound may be directed 
in generally the ‘same direction as the bristle-like ele 
ments 141 so that the cleansing compound may be ap 
plied simultaneously with the manipulation of the bris 
tle-like elements 141. 
The reservoir elements or containers 142 may be 

retained in structural association with the handle or 
backing member 138, as by having the end portion 
thereof inserted within apertures or holes 154 provided 
in each of the end walls 148 of the handle or backing 
member 138. . 

in use, ?nger pressure may be applied to all of the 
reservoir elements or containers 142 simultaneously to 
thereby dispense the quantity of cleansing compounds 
contained therein, or ?nger pressure or the like may be 
applied to only one of the reservoir elements or con 
tainers 142 at a time, so that separate cleansing opera 
tions may be undertaken utilizing a fresh supply of 
cleansing compound for each cleansing operation. At 
any time, one or more of the exhausted reservoir ele 
ments or containers 142 may be readily replaced. 
Moreover, a plurality of different types of cleansing 
compounds containing reservoirs may be utilized in a 
single handle, so that, for example, an initial scrub 
operation may be undertaken utilizing one variety or 
type of cleansing compound, followed by a scrubbing 
operation utilizing a differing type of cleansing com 
pound, without necessitating a pause to change or 
replace the reservoir elements or containers 142. 
As hereinbefore pointed out, the reservoir elements 

or containers may be constructed and arranged to 
direct the stream or ?ow of cleansing compound 
directly onto the area to be scrubbed with the cleansing 
implement in its normal position or the stream or flow 
of cleansing compound may be directed onto the bristle 
area. Moreover, the backing or end member may be 
slightly modi?ed to further aid in directing the stream 
or flow of cleansing compound to the bristle area. 

For example, and with reference now to FIGS. 18 
and 19, there is shown and illustrated another cleansing 
implement constructed in accordance with the princi 
ples of the present invention and designated generally 
by the reference character 132'. The cleansing imple 
ment 132' is substantially similar to the cleansing im 
plement 132, and accordingly, like parts are designated 
by like reference characters, the reference characters 
being primed. 
The base wall 144’ may be provided, adjacent one 

end portion thereof, with an elongate aperture or slot 
154' extending therethrough with the sealed end por 
tions 152' of the reservoir members or containers 142' 
extending downwardly therethrough. The permanently 
sealed end portions 151)’ of the reservoir elements or 
containers 142’ may be retained within holes or aper~ 
tures provided in the opposite end wall 148', or, as 
shown, may be secured by means of a lip or plate por 
tion 156 extending transversely adjacent the opposite 
end wall M3’. The reservoir elements or containers 
142' may be either preformed with the sealed end por 
tions 152’ extending obliquely, or the end portions 
152’ may be bent into the illustrated con?guration dur 
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ing insertion of the reservoir elements or containers 
142' in the handle or backing member 138’. For exam 
ple, if the reservoir elements or containers 142' are 
formed to a generally straight con?guration, then they 
may be inserted within the opening or chamber 140’ of 
the handle or backing member 138’ by initially insert 
ing the end portions 152' into the elongate aperture or 
slot 148' with the reservoir elements or containers 142’ , 
in a generally vertical position, followed by bending the 
main portion of the reservoir elements or containers 
142' and inserting the closed ends 150’ thereof beneath 
the lip 156. With the reservoir elements or containers 
assembled and operatively associated with the handle 
or backing portion 138’, the cleansing implement 132’ 
may be utilized in the manner heretofore described and 
disclosed. 

Additionally, the reservoir elements or containers 
142 may themselves be compartmentalized, as by 
providing a sealed region generally centrally thereof, 
and fabricating both heat sealed regions 150 and 152 to 
be readily rupturable. Hence, pressure adjacent one 
end portion of each of the reservoir elements or con 
tainers 142' will cause a dispensing of cleansing com 
pound outwardly of the adjacent end while pressure at 
the other end portion thereof, either simultaneously or 
subsequently, will cause a dispensing of cleansing com 
pound through the heat seal adjacent to that end por 
tion. 

Moreover, and with reference now to FIGS. 20 and 
21, there is shown and illustrated yet another cleansing 
implement constructed in accordance with the princi 
ples of the present invention and designated generally 
by the reference character ‘160. The cleansing imple 
ment 160, similarly to the cleansing implements previ 
ously described and disclosed comprises scrubbing 
means 162 provided with bristle-like scrubbing ele 
ments 164 extending outwardly thereof and removable 
and replaceable reservoir means 166 adapted to be 
structurally associated therewith. 
The scrubbing means 162 may, for example, com 

prise a backing or handle member 168, which in turn 
comprises a base portion 170, the bristle-like elements 
164 extending outwardly from the lower surface 
thereof and a plurality of generally upstanding side 
walls 172 to de?ne a channel 174 for removably receiv 
ing therewithin the reservoir means 166. 
The reservoir means 166 may be of generally rectan 

gular con?guration having bottom wall means 176, side 
wall means 178, top wall means 180, and end wall 
means 182. At least the top wall means 180 is‘ 
preferably of a ?exible or resilient material, enabling 
?nger pressure thereto to pressurize a quantity of 
cleansing compound contained therein. 
At least one of the end walls 182 may be provided 

with nozzle means 184 adapted to direct a flow of 
cleansing compound outwardly and downwardly of the 
reservoir means 166 so that when the reservoir means 
166 is disposed within the channel 174 of the scrubbing 
implement 162, the ?ow of cleansing compound will be 
directed towards or adjacent the bristle-like elements 
164. The nozzle means 184 may be provided with clo 
sure means, such as a narrow heat sealed region 186 
adjacent the end thereof adapted to be ruptured or 
opened upon application of ?nger pressure to the top 
wall 180 of the reservoir means 166 and to thereby 
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form a discharge nozzle to direct the ?ow of cleansing 
compound to the bristle region. 
The reservoir means 166 may be further constructed 

and arranged to provide a plurality of compartments or 
separate reservoirs for containing the cleansing com 
pound, as by providing the nozzle means 184 at each 
end thereof, and cornpartrnenting means or wall means 
188 generally medially of the reservoir means 166. The 
reservoir means 166 may be fabricated as two separate 
similar halves, the end walls 188 of each of the reser 
voir halves being abutted together, and the reservoir 
halves joined, as by heat sealing adjacent the walls 188 
to de?ne the entire reservoir means 166. The reservoir 
means 166 may be fabricated entirely of a ?exible and 
resilient material, such as plastic ?lm, metal foil, wax or 
plasticized paper, or the like and may be either re?lla 
ble or disposable. 

Moreover, it is within the ambit of the present inven 
tion to provide cleansing implements of the class 
described wherein the scrubbing means is de?ned by 
the surface of the reservoir means, as, for example, by 
providing a block of foam-like material, such as a 
foamed plastic, poleron, or the like, or substantially any 
absorbentor adsorbent material, the surface and tex 
ture of which'is speci?cally chosen for the particular 
cleansing operation desired, and may be ?rm, stiff and 
rough, for example, for surgical scrub‘ use, or may be 
relatively soft and smooth, for example, for cleansing 
sensitive areas, such as on a baby's skin. In any event, 
however, the block of material is preferably saturated 
or impregnated with an appropriate cleansing com 
pound, such as pl-lisolrlex solution. Furthermore, if 
separate scrubbing means is provided adapted to be 
structurally associated with the reservoir means of the 
present invention, the scrubbing means preferably is 
fabricated of materials capable of being sterilized by 
conventional techniques, such as, without limitation, 
gas autoclaving, steam autoclaving, boiling, immersion 
in germicidal, bactericidal or fungicidal solutions, or 
the like. 

While the present invention has been hereinabove 
described and disclosed particularly in terms of 
scrubbing implements especially for surgical pre or 
post-operative scrub purposes, it is to be expressly un 
derstood that this exemplary use is disclosed herein for 
exemplary purposes only, and the invention is not to be 
deemed limited thereby. For example, cleansing imple 
ments constructed in accordance with the principles of 
the present invention may also be utilized for many 
other purposes, such as, for example, by substituting a 
fungicidal compound for the cleansing compound, the 
present invention is eminently suitable for use in 
prophylaxis and treatment of fungicidal infections, 
such as athlete’s foot. Moreover, by the substitution of 
a shampoo type compound, the present invention is 
equally suitable for shampoos, or the like, or with 
either a mild soap or a germicidal soap, such as 
Phisohex, for home use in ordinary skin care. 

in any case, the present invention provides cleansing 
implements which are inexpensive, readily sterilizable, 
and simple and easy to use. 

It is to be understood that substantially any material 
having absorbent qualities, either rigid and with the 
compound released by water action or ?exible, with the 
compound being released by water action plus pres 
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sure, such as felted ?brous pads, gauze pads, 
cheesecloth, knitted or woven fabric pads, or the like, 
may also'be utilized in this invention without departing 
from the scope thereof. . 

Additionally, implements may be constructed in ac 
cordance with the present invention substantially 
identical to any of the embodiments hereinelsewhere 
described and disclosed wherein the backing member 
or handle is not provided with any apertures, slits, ori 
?ces, or the like, adjacent the bristles and the foam 
block may be adapted for direct application of the 
compound to the surface being treated or cleansed. For 
example, the foam block may be enlarged so as to pro 
ject outwardly of the rear of the backing member or 
handle, that is, oppositely of the bristle-like members. 
in use, such an implement would be used inverted, that 
is, with the foam block in contact with the skin or other 
surface to be cleansed or otherwise treated to apply the 
compound thereto, and then the implement turned 
over for scrubbing the skin. 

Furthermore, if desired, an additional ?exible cover, 
such as a plastic cover, may be positioned over the 
foam block so ‘that the cover and the handle or backing 
member together enclose the foam block. The cover 
may be provided with apertures for enabling water or 
the like to enter and mix withvthe-soap or other com 
pound in the foam block or reservoir. The cover would 
preferably be fabricated with at least a portion thereof 
being ?exible so that digital or ?nger pressure thereon 
may force the compound or compound-water solution 
or mixture outwardly to the bristles. The cover may be 
of substantially any shape, i.e., formed with a handle on 
it, or concave, or the like, if desired. 

Preferably, implements constructed in accordance 
with the present invention are of such a size and con 
?guration as to be easily gripped and manipulated by 
the fingers of one hand. Moreover, implements con 
structed in accordance herewith may be fabricated of 
such materials, such as plastics, and constructed and 
arranged as to be substantially ?exible, enabling the im 
plement to be squeezed, kneaded, twisted or otherwise 
modi?ed or manipulated to reach substantially any 
desired areas of the hands, or the like, such as the base 
of the hand between the ?ngers. The handle or backing 
member may also be provided with orifices, apertures, 
openings, ribs, striations, corrugations, or other surface 
treatments or con?gurations to allow compound ?ow 
therethrough or to give a ?rm digital or ?nger grip 
while scrubbing. 
The reservoir means of the present invention may 

further comprise one or more blocks of foam-like 
material glued or otherwise secured with the outer side 
surfaces of the handle or backing member, enabling the 
under surface of the foam-like blocks to dispense the 
compound or soap. 

Still further, the reservoir means of the present in 
vention may comprise one or a plurality of capsules or 
chamber members adapted to be inserted within the 
recess of the backing member or handle and adapted to 
have the lower wall portions thereof pierced by means 
of piercing pins or the like provided or integrally 
formed with the handle or backing member projecting 
into the recess thereof, that is, projecting oppositely of 
the bristles from the bottom wall of the handle or 
backing member. Such capsules may be engaged and 
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in 
pierced by the piercing members, and the compound 
dispensed to the bristle region of the implement by 
direct ?nger or digital pressure to the capsule. 
As another feature of the present invention, the den 

sity, size, and shape of the bristles in the‘ array present a 
brush which effectively serves as a personal scrubbing 
brush as well as a’pre- and post-surgical brush. Further, 
the brush also is capable of effectively cleaning not 
only the surface areas of the user’s hands but also under 
the ?ngernails. This feature enables an extraordinary 
sterile cleansing brush which more effectively enables 
medial personnel to safely work in the surgical ?eld. 
As still another feature of the present invention, the 

handle member is arranged so as'to permit longitudinal 
?exing of the brush to more effectively enable the 
brush to clean by contouring it to the surface to be 
cleaned. To this end, handle 26 comprises a base por 
tion 200 and a plurality of spaced apart retaining struts 
202 upwardly disposed from the base member. Since 
there are spaces between these struts, the handle 26 is 
capable of being longitudinally bent when the handle is 
fabricated of a suitable ?exible material, such as plastic 
or polyethylene. The block of absorbent material 122 is 
held in the handle and rests within the base member 
and supporting struts. To further enhance the longitu 
dinal ?exibility of the handle, single side support struts 
204 are located at each end of the handle and maintain 
the reservoir means from sliding out from the scrubbing 
implement. As an alternative, a plurality of such side 
support struts 206 spaced apart from each other may 
be utilized. 
With the present invention, effective cleansing ac 

tion is achieved both on the surface of the user’s hands 
as well as under the nails. it has been found that the 
density of the bristles is signi?cant and in this regard, 
when the bristles are spaced too far apart the stiffness 
of each is not maintained and they bend too easily ham 
pering their effectiveness. Further, when the bristles 
are too close to each other, a “duck pin” effect is 
achieved because as one bends it pushes the contiguous 
bristles. It may be understood that such action 
minimizes the effectiveness of such a cleansing instru 
ment under the user’s nails. In accordance with the 
principles of the present’ invention, there are approxi 
mately 17 bristles per longitudinal inch with 16 rows of 
such bristles located across 1 ‘ac inches. The density of 
the bristle array is approximately 190 per square inch. 
It is understood that although the approximate density 
is presented, this ?gure is only illustrative of a bristle 
density which effectively accomplishes the above func 
tions. Further, the bristles comprise a ?exible material, 
such as polyethylene. 

in accordance with still another feature of the 
present invention, the shape of the bristle also 
enhances the cleaning operation and, to that end, the 
bristles are tapered triangular projections with relative 
ly flat sides 208 aligned longitudinally. This triangular 
shape also enhances the flow of cleansing material to 
the tip of the bristles by suitable capillary action. 
Further, the bristles end in a hair like projection 210 
which is slighdy curved to further enhance the 
cleansing action obtained with the present implement. 

in operation, the block of absorbent material is 
squeezed as water passes thereover and the cleansing 
material is carried through the base 2% to the bristles. 
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A plurality of longitudinally extending slots 212 are 
located in base 200 which allows the cleansing solution 
to pass from the top of the base to the bottom thereof 
and then to the bristles. As still another embodiment, a 
plurality of slits 214 are provided in the sides of the 
base 200 allowing the cleansing material to ?ow out the 
sides of the base and down to the bristles. As still 
another embodiment for conducting the cleansing solu 
tion from the block of absorbent material, a plurality of 
conducting tubes 216 are ‘provided with ori?ces 218 
facing the block and ori?ces 220 facing the bristles. As 
still another embodiment for conducting the cleansing 
material to the bristles, a plurality of sloped grooves 
222 are provided in the base 200 of the handle with the 
grooves terminating in ori?ces 224 which carry the 
cleansing solution to the bristles. 

It is to be expressly understood that terminology such 
as “upper”, “lower", “bottom”, “top”, “inwardly” and 
“outwardly”, as used in the preceding description and 
in the subjoined claims, along with other similar 
directional terminology, is to be construed and in 
terpreted in its normal and accepted sense. However, 
such terminology is not to be construed and interpreted 

' in a limiting sense either in the preceding description or 
the subjoined claims, since the same is used merely to 
facilitate an understanding of, and to clearly set forth 
and particularly de?ne the present invention. 
While the invention has been shown, described, illus 

trated and disclosed in terms of certain preferred em 
bodiments or modi?cations which it has assumed in 
practice, the scope of the invention should not be 
deemed to be limited by the precise embodiments or 
modi?cations herein shown, illustrated, described or 
disclosed, such other embodiments or modi?cations as 
may be suggested to those having the bene?t of the 
teachings herein being intended to be reserved espe 
cially as they fall within the scope and breadth of the 
claims herein appended. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A cleansing implement for pre- and post-surgical 

cleansing comprising a base member, a source of 
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cleansing material mounted on said base member, an 
array of bristles depending from said base member, car 
rying means to carry said cleansing material from said 
source to said bristles, with the density of said bristles 
per unit area enabling said cleansing implement to 
clean the surface of a user's hand and under the nails; 
said carrying means comprising a plurality of elongated 
slots in said base member between said source of 
cleansing material and said bristles, said source of 
cleansing material comprising a block of resilient ab 
sorbent material impregnated with a cleansing com 
pound, and a removable protective layer means cover 
ing said block but not said base member. 

2. A cleansing implement according to claim 1 
wherein the density of said bristles is approximately 
190 per square inch. 

3. A cleansing implement according to claim 1 
wherein said longitudinal bristles density is approxi 
mately 16 per linear inch. 

4. A cleansing implement according to claim 1 
wherein said bristles are arrayed in rows with approxi~ 
mately 11 rows per linear inch. 

5. An implement de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
block of resilient absorbent material is adapted to be 
removably associated with said scrubbin means, _ 

6. An implement de?ned 1n clarm wherein said 
compound comprises a dry, water soluble compound. 

7. An implement de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
compound comprises a liquid absorbed in said resilient 
block member. 

8. An implement de?ned in claim 1 wherein said pro 
tective covering layer means comprises strippable or 
peelable adhesively secured layer means. 

9. An implement de?ned in claim 1 wherein said pro 
tective covering layer means comprises water soluble 
material. , 

10. An implement de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
block of material is dried and compressed. 

11. An implement de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
block of material comprises polyurethane foam and is 
freeze dried. 
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