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ARM GUARD FOR ARCHER 
The present invention relates to an improved guard 

for an archer’s forearm. More particularly, the inven 
tion is directed to a foraminous, lattice-like ‘web defin 
ing a shield for attachment to the foreann of an archer. 
integrally formedwith the shield at opposed side edges 
thereof are loops for attachment of ?exible and elasti 
cally extensible‘ hands by means of which the arm guard ' 

i is secured in place. ,» , 
. Many‘ types of archer’s arm guards are known in the 
prior art. Such guards are conventionally used to 
prevent injury to the arm, such injury being ‘caused by 
the striking‘of the bowstring against the forearm upon 
release during discharge of arrows. The ‘guards are ef 
fective not only to protect the arm of the user but also 
to absorb the shocks caused by. the recoil of the 
bowstring. - _ 

Prior art arm guard structures include sheet-like 
metal shields, leather or fabric pads, and solid ?ber or 
plastic shields. Not only have these devices taken nu 
merous and varied physical forms and structural ar 
rangements, ‘but, in addition, many different secure 
ment methods for attachment of the shield to the 
forearmv have been'used. Nevertheless, no completely 
satisfactory arm guard has heretofore been produced. 
In ‘each, one or more undesirable or objectionable fea 
tures may be recognized, and no arm guard has proven 
fully suited for the purpose intended. The metallic 
guards have been difficult to adjust and to adapt to the 
contour of the arm, and have caused discomfort to the 
wearer. Guards of the leather sheathed pad type tend to 
absorb perspiration and become contaminated, unsani 

_ tary, and stiff. Other prior art arm guards have been 
cumbersome or awkward as worn and have irritated the 
forearm. 

It is the aim of the present invention to provide an 
improved light-weight, cool and readily washable arm 
guard which obviates the objectionable features of 
prior art devices. 

Another object‘ of the invention is to provide an arm 
guard which is‘ easily and simply secured to the arm of 
the user, and which is readily removable. 
Yet another object is to provide an arm guard that is 

extremely simple in construction, economical to manu 
facture and convenient to use. 

Still anotherobject of the invention is to provide an 
arm guard in which the attachment means for secure 
ment of the guard to the arm is readily and simply ad 
justable to ensure a ?rm and secure adaptation and at 
tachment to the archer’s forearm. 
Yet another feature of the arm guard of the invention 

is that the shield portion is fabricated of a ?exible yet 
rigid plastic which readily conforms to the contour of 
the forearm and which is effectively ventilated to 
preclude excessive perspiration of the forearm, thus 
greatly contributing to the comfort of the archer. 
A related feature of the improved arm guard of the 

invention is that it is readily washable and dries im 
mediately without deleterious effects. 
Other and further objects, features, and advantages 

of the invention will become apparent from the follow 
ing speci?cation taken in conjunction with the drawing 
in which: - 

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating the use of the arm guard 
of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the arm guard; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational view; 

2 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view showing the 

means for adjusting and locking one of the bands which 
secures the arm guard to the archer’s arm; and 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially on 
the lines 5-5 of FIG. 3. - 
The aims and objects of the invention are accom 

plished by providing in an archer’s arm guard a shield 
of plastic material comprising a generally elongated, 
foraminous, lattice-like web consisting of an array of 
crossing and intersecting rod-like strips having opposed 
ends thereof terminating at a marginal border of the 

_ shield. The shield itself is integrally formed with op 
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posed pairs of loops adapted to receive adjustable, ?ex 
ible and elastically extensible bands, the bands includ 
ing terminal hooks for adjusting the length of the bands 
and for effecting securement of the arm guard to the 
forearm of the archer. ' 

Referring now to the drawing, and particularly to 
FIGS. 2 through 5, for purposes of disclosure, the arm 
guard of 10 of the invention is shown as constituting a 
shieldl2 ‘in combination with a pair of bands 16 and 
20. In the form of the invention illustrated, the shield is 
an integral, unitary structure comprising a generally 
foraminous, lattice-like web consisting of an array of 
crossing and intersecting rod-like strips 24 having op 
posed ends thereof terminating at a marginal border 30 _ 
constituting a frame of the shield 12. 1 
The shield 12 is preferably fabricated of a self-sup 

porting rigid yet ?exible plastic. such as polyvinyl 
chloride or polyurethane. 

Integrally formed with the shield 12 at opposite sides 
thereof, are two longitudinally spaced pairs of loops 34 
and 36 and 40 and 42 adapted to receive the arm 
fastening bands 16 and 20 therethrough. Each of the 
bands 16 and 20 is attached and secured in essentially 
the same manner, the technique ‘and arrangement 
being best seen in the cross-sectional view of FIG. 5 
and in the perspective of FIG. 4. Referring now speci? 
cally to FIG. 5, the band '16, which is preferably an 
elastic tape, is looped at one end 46 passing through the 
loop 36 and being fastened by stitching 50 to provide 
permanent securement. The band 16 passes slidably 
through the opposite loop 34, and‘is provided at its 
other end 52 with a band engaging and intercoupling 
hook 5d (see FIG. d). The hook 54 itself is a generally 
a-shaped link constituting a leg 56 overlying an in 
tegrally formed closed eye 60 to define a laterally open 
slot M between the leg 56 and the eye 60. The end 52 
of the tape 16 passes through the eye 60 and is looped 
upon itself and secured by stitching 70. 

It will be appreciated upon consideration of the 
structure illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, that it is possible 
and most convenient to adjust the effective lengths of 
the band 16 (or 20) by pulling the band through the 
guide or loops 34 (or 40) and then setting the band at 
any desired length by slidably engaging the hook 54 on 
to the band itself, as shown in FIG. 5. In order to loosen 
and disengage the arm guard 10 from the archer’s arm, 
it is necessary merely slidably to disengage the hook 54 
from the band and to pull the band through the guide 
loop so as to loosen it enough to permit withdrawal of 
the forearm. The mode of attachment of the arm guard 
for use is indicated generally in FIG. 1. 

While neither the shape nor the physical dimensions 
of the shield 12 is critical, in the preferred embodiment 
of the invention illustrated, the shield tapers or ?ares 
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outwardly from the wrist portion upwardly of the arm 
in order to afford the necessary protection. It will also 
be appreciated by those skilled in the art, upon con 
sidering the instant disclosure, that the physical ar 
rangement of the lattice of the shield 12 may take any 
preferred form. In the particular embodiment of the in 
vention illustrated in FIG. 2, the rod-like strips 24 ex 
tend across the shield 12 obliquely and the spacing of 
the strips 24 is such that the openings formed increase 
in cross-sectional area as viewed from the narrow 
toward the wider portion of the shield. - 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention the 
band-engaging hook 54 has a substantial thickness, 
which structural con?guration contributes importantly 
to ensuring a proper and secure locking engagement of 
the hook 54 with the tape 16. In initiating engagement 
of the hook with the band, the hook is presented to the 
band at right angles. Thereafter, upon application of 
tension, the band 16 causes the hook to rotate and the 
band itself is distorted to assume a Z cross section, thus 
locking the hook against sliding displacement along the 
tape and establishing a ?rm hold. 

, While the disclosure presented is that of a preferred 
embodiment of the arm guard, and while the speci?c 
details of such features as the shield itself and the 
elastic fastening means and hook assembly for inter 
coupling and locking the arm guard in place have been 
described with respect to a preferred arrangement, it is 
apparent that numerous modi?cations and variations in 
structural details, in materials used, and in the ?nal 
overall appearance may be made without departing 
from the underlying principles of the invention. 
With the teachings of the present invention before 

them, those skilled in the art will be able to deduce 
many substantially equivalent variations none of which 
constitutes a material departure from the teachings of 
the invention. It is, therefore, desired by the following 
claims to include within the scope of the invention, all 
such variations and modifications by which substan 
tially the results of this invention may be obtained 
through the use of substantially the same or equivalent 
means. 

What is claimed is: 
1. In an archer’s protective arm guard of the type 

adapted for securement to that forearm of an archer 
supporting a bow, and to extend along a zone from the 
wrist upwardly along the forearm to overlie a surface of 
the forearm presented to a bow string thereby to shield 
the forearm from being struck by a bow string upon 
release of an arrow from an archery bow, said arm 
guard including, in combination, a shield and fastening 
means for securement of the shield to an archer’s 
forearm; 

the improvement wherein said shield comprises a 
generally elongated, foraminous, lattice-like web 
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4 
consisting of an array of crossing and intersecting 
rod-like strips having opposed ends thereof ter 
minating at a marginal border of said shield con 
stituting a frame thereof; 

said shield being formed with integral longitudinally 
spaced opposed pairs of loops at peripheral lateral 
portions of said frame, said loops adapted to 
receive band means therethrough; 

and wherein said fastening means comprises a pair of 
fl ‘bl del t'all tn'bl bans t ' tr‘gr‘ilsvgrge y ofsaulonagii?d‘ingl aexis of;I sgideeliliiletlg 
and spaced from one another along said axis, said 
bands being connected to said shield at said pairs 
of opposed said loops; 

each said bands passing through a corresponding one 
of said loops and each said bands having one end 
thereof ?xedly secured to said shield at another 
corresponding one of said loops; 

a band-engaging and gripping means constituting a 
terminal hook attached to the other end of each 
said bands; 

each said hook comprising a generally a-shaped link 
constituting a leg spaced from and overlying an in 
tegrally formed closed eye to de?ne a laterally 
open slot between said leg and said closed eye; 

said other end of each said bands passing through a 
corresponding respective said eye and being rever 
sely looped upon said band and secured thereto to 
lock said hook on said band; 

each said slot being adapted to receive a correspond 
ing said band inserted laterally therewithin and to 
permit shifting of said band linearly within said slot 
along a principal extent of said band; 

spaced bar means de?ning opposed principal walls of 
said slot being effective grippingly frictionally to 
engage said band at selectible positions therealong 
releasably to lock said band in said slots; 

whereby an effective length of said band may be 
readily and simply adjusted to accommodate each 
archer’s arm size. 

2. The structure as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
web, strips, frame, and loops of said shield are in 
tegrally formed of a self-supporting ?exible plastic 
composition. 

3. The structure as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
shield is of an inconstant width and wherein said rod 
like strips extend obliquely across the width of said 
shield. 

4. The structure as set forth in claim 3 wherein said 
rod-like strips extending obliquely across said shield 
are spaced to form strip-bounded openings of varying 
areas. 

5. The structure as set forth in claim 4 wherein areas 
de?ned by said strip-bounded openings increase in cor 
relation with increase in lateral width of said shield. 


