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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
An envelope having a pressure-sensitive tape-type im 

permanent closure consisting of three tape strips. Each 
tape strip has an aggressively adhesive side and a low 
adhesion side. A ?rst and a third of said tape strips are 
adhered by their aggressively pressure-sensitive adhesive 
sides to the rear surface of the envelope body in align 
ment. The ?rst of the tape strips is located under the ?ap 
when the ?ap is closed and runs perpendicular to the 
hinge connecting the flap to the envelope body, terminat 
ing at the position occupied by the free edge of the ?ap 
when the ?ap is closed. The third of the tape strips is 
located on the rear surface of the envelope body and ex 
tends away from the edge of the ?rst strip remote from 
the ?ap hinge. The third tape strip has a portion extend 
ing from remote edge of the ?rst strip. This portion is 
not adhesively secured to the back of the envelope body 
and is referred to as the “free” portion. When the en 
velope is sold the free portion of the third tape strip is 
adhesively secured to the low adhesion side of the ?rst 
strip. A second tape strip which has its aggressively pres 
sure-sensitive adhesive side adhered to the back of the 
?ap is provided. The second strip is in alignment with 
the said ?rst and third tape strips and may be slightly 
wider. In use the free portion of the third tape strip is 
peeled from the low adhesion side of the ?rst strip, then 
the ?ap is folded to closed position and ?nally the free 
portion is adhered to the low adhesion side of the sec 
ond strip from which it can be readily peeled at any time 
that the contents of the envelope are to be inspected. The 
tip of the free portion has a pull tab thereon neither side 
of which has a pressure-sensitive adhesive thereon. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

(1) Field of the invention 

A new and improved impermanent closure on an en 
velope adapted to contain thir dand fourth class mail, 
although not so restricted, so that the envelope can be 
opened for inspection without rendering the closure in- r 
operable. 

(2) Description of the prior art 

Third and fourth class mail is not supposed to be sealed. 
Accordingly, envelopes for such mail are usually imper 
manently closed, the closure being su?icient to retain the 
contents against accidental opening, but being easily open 
able so that the contents can be inspected by the Post 
Ot?ce Department. Two conventional ways of imperma 
nently closing envelopes are presently in use. The ?rst 
is to provide a metal clasp on the envelope back. The 
clasp includes two tongues of deformable metal. The en 
velope ?ap has an opening in registry with the tongues 
when the ?ap is folded over the back of the envelope 
(closed), and to secure the flap to the venvelope body, 
the tongues are inserted through the opening in the flap 
and then bent in opposite directions back against the 
closed ?ap. The second arrangement is to centrally con 
nect a stiff paperboard disc to the flap and another to 
the envelope body clear of the closed ?ap but close to 
the ?rst disc, the discs being held in place with eyelets. 
One of the discs has a string attached to its eyelet. The 
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string is trained alternately under and partly around each 
disc. 

These conventional means for providing an imperma 
nent closure for an envelope are subject to several draw 
backs. The metal-type closure, for example, can only be 
used a few times before the tongues break off due to the 
bending of the same back and forth. Also, a user’s ?ngers 
can be easily cut on the tongues, and the tongues may 
rust if the envelope is exposed to a damp environment 
for any appreciable length of time or if wetted. 
The disc-type closures are cumbersome to use and 

sometimes the string becomes tangled, thereby causing 
dif?culty to be encountered in opening the envelope. Also, 
the discs cause extra bulk, and when a number of such 
envelopes are piled on top of one another, the extra bulk 
is very inconvenient and wastes a lot of space. Still fur 
ther, when envelopes with disc-type impermanent clo 
sures are stacked, the discs and strings tend to become 
tangled and this creates considerable bother in separat 
ing the envelopes from one another. 

Both types of closures are usually packed with the flaps 
extended (open), thereby occupying considerable space. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

(1) Purposes of the present invention 
It is a principal object of the present invention to pro 

vide an envelope including an impermanent closure which 
overcomes the disadvantages of conventional envelopes 
and is simple, safe and durable. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an envelope closure of the character described which is 
extremely easy and inexpensive to manufacture in large. 
quantities and requires no special tools. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
envelopes of the character described wherein the imper 
manent closure makes use as the attaching components 
of a single staple commodity which is available at low 
cost and which is not subject to deterioration with age 
or repeated usage. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an envelope of the character described wherein the im 
permanent closures do not add any noticeable bulk to the 
envelopes even when they are stacked in large quantities. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide an envelope of the character described wherein the 
impermanent closure does not employ metal or string or 
discs so that it cannot rust, cut a user’s ?ngers, or be 
come entangled. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide an envelope of the character described wherein the 
impermanent closure may be transparent and thus does 
not conceal any printed matter on the envelope body or 
?ap and does not otherwise spoil the appearance of the 
envelope. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an envelope of the character described which is best 
packed with the ?ap closed so as to occupy a minimum 
of space. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an envelope of the character described wherein the im 
permanent closure is much easier to attach than a metal 
clasp, and requires no hopped feed, raceway or clinching 
tools, no glue pots or glue rollers, no heating elements 
for drying glue, no buttons, no strings, no eyelets and no 
machinery to attach the latter. 

It is another object of the invention to provide an 
envelope of the character described wherein the imper 
manent closure is virtually weightless, thus constituting 
a marked advantage both for shipping and the reduction 
of airmail postage. 

It is another object of the invention to provide an en 
velope of the character described wherein the imperma 
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nent closure is so constructed that it can be disposed in 
a shipping position that does not permit any part of the 
impermanent closure to accidentally become adhered to 
a part of the envelope and thereby render the closure use 
less for its intended function. 

Other objects of the invention in part will be obvious 
and in part will be pointed out hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Generally, the invention embraces the use as an imper 
manent closure of a pressure-sensitive tape of the type 
conventionally wound in a continuous strip on rolls with 
an aggressively pressure-sensitive adhesive tacky side of 
the tape wound over and against a non-tacky low adhe 
sion ‘side thereof. One well-known tape of this type is 
sold commercially under the trademark “Scotch tape.” 
The aggressively pressure-sensitive adhesive side of the 
tape is capable of adhering tightly to paper or other sim 
ilar surfaces. However, the low adhesion side of the tape 
is characterized by its ability to lightly adhere to and 
to be strippable from the aggressively pressure-sensitive 
adhesive side without tearing of the tape, without dete 
rioration of the aggressively pressure-sensitive adhesive 
side and without leaving a residue of tacky adhesive on 
the low adhesion side. 
The foregoing material is employed in the instant in 

vention in the following general manner. 
A ?rst strip of ‘such tape, at the time of sale, is adhered 

by its aggressively pressure-sensitive adhesive side to the 
rear surface of the envelope body. A third strip of such 
tape is adhered by its aggressively pressure-‘sensitive side 
to the rear surface of the envelope body in alignment with 
the ?rst strip but not overlapping the ?rst strip. The ?rst 
strip is located under the t?ap of the envelope when the 
?ap is closed and the longitudinal axis of this ?rst strip 
is perpendicular to the hinge connecting the ?ap to the 
envelope body. The distal edge of the ?rst strip remote 
from the hinge is positioned at the free edge of the ?ap 
when the ?ap is closed. The third strip which, as just 
indicated is located on the rear surface of the envelope 
body, extends away from the distal edge of the ?rst strip. 
The third strip has a portion running from the distal edge 
of the ?rst ‘strip. This portion is not adhesively secured 
to the back of the envelope and is referred to as the 
“free” portion. When the envelope is sold the free por 
tion of the third strip is adhesively secured to the low 
adhesion side of the ?rst strip. 
A second tape strip has its aggressively pressure-sensi 

tive side adhered to the back of the ?ap. The second tape 
is in alignment with the ?rst and the third strips and 
preferably is slightly Wider than at least the third strip. 
Preferably, the widths of the ?rst and third strips are 
equal to each other. 

In use, the free portion of the third strip is peeled from 
the low adhesion side of the ?rst strip (the position it 
is in at the time of sale), then the flap is folded to closed 
position overlying the ?rst strip and, ?nally, the free 
portion is adhered to the low adhesion side of the second 
strip. The envelope is now ready for mailing. If a postal‘ 
inspector desires to scrutinize the contents of the envelope, 
he peels the third strip from the second strip. In other 
words, the third strip, when the envelope is sold, is ad 
hered to the ?rst strip where it is out of harm’s way and 
cannot accidentally become adhered to some part of the 
envelope which would render the impermanent closure 
useless. When the envelope is to be used, the third strip 
is peeled from the ?rst strip, the flap is closed and the 
third strip is then adhered to the second strip, thereby 
forming the impermanent closure. 
To facilitate these peeling operations the tip of the 

free portion has a pull tab thereon, neither side of which 
is covered with a pressure-sensiive adhesive. This is ac 
complished in the embodiment of the invention illus 
trated and described by folding back the tip of the free 
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4 
portion with the aggressively pressure-sensitive adhesive 
sides facing each other to leave the outer surfaces of the 
pull tab constituted by low adhesion sides. 
The invention consists in the features of construction, 

combinations of elements and arrangements of parts 
which will be exempli?ed in the device hereinafter de 
scribed and in which the scope of application will be 
indicated in the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings in which is shown one 
of the various possible embodiments of the invention, 
FIG. 1 is a rear perspective view of an envelope with 

an open ?ap and including an impermanent closure em 
bodying the instant invention; 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 but showing the ?ap 

in a closed position, folded back onto the rear surface 
of the envelope body prior to effecting an impermanent 
closure; in this ?gure and the preceding ?gure the free 
portion of the third strip of the impermanent closure is 
illustrated in its disengaged position, to wit, disengaged 
from both the ?rst strip and the second strip; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary central sectional 

view through the flap and envelope body in the vicinity 
of the ?ap hinge and with the third strip adhered to the 
?rst strip; 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 but illustrating the 
condition of the impermanent closure after the third strip 
has been peeled off the ?rst strip and is disengaged from 
the ?rst and second strips, the ?ap being illustrated in its 
folded, closed position; and 

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 but illustrating the» 
free portion of the third strip adhered to the second ‘strip. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now in detail to the drawings, the reference 
numeral 10 denotes an envelope on which there is 
mounted an impermanent closure 12 embodying the in~ 
stant invention. Said envelope includes a rectangular body 
14 which is closed at its sides and bottom and is open 
at its top end (as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2) to form a 
mouth 16. The envelope is provided with a ?ap 18 
hinged to the body along a fold line 20 at the top of 
the envelope. The ?ap includes a terminal (free) edge 
22 remote from the fold line 20. The envelope is con 
ventional in that it is of rectangular con?guration with the 
fold line 20 forming one edge of the envelope when the 
?ap is closed. The surface of the envelope onto which 
the flap folds in closing of the envelope will be referred 
to hereinafter as the back or rear surface of the envelope 
body 14 and the surface of the ?ap which faces said 
envelope body back when the ?ap is folded over will be 
referred to as the front surface of the flap. The surface 
of the ?ap which faces away from the envelope body in 
the folded over (closed) position of the flap will be re 
ferred to as the rear surface of the ?ap. 

Pursuant to the instant invention the impermanent 
closure 12 of the envelope is constituted of three strips 24, 
26 and 28. The strip 24 is hereinafter referred to as the 
?rst strip and is further denoted by the reference char 
acter I. The strip 26 is hereinafter referred to as the sec~ 
ond strip and is further denoted by the reference char 
acter II. The strip 28 is hereinafter referred to as the 
third strip and is further denoted by the reference char 
acter III. Each of these strips‘ I, II and IH (24, 26 and 
28) constitutes a length of transparent pressure-sensitive 
adhesive tape. It has one surface (indicated by dots in 
the drawings) with an aggressively pressure~sensitive tacky 
adhesive side. The opposite surface of the tape is a low 
adhesion side. 
Tape I is adhered by its aggressively pressure-sensitive 

adhesive side to the back of the envelope body so that its 
low adhesion side is exposed. The site of the tape is 
under the area which is covered by the ?ap when the 
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?ap is closed. The tape I extends longitudinally in a direc 
tion transverse to the fold 20. The tape runs from ad 
jacent the edge of the rear surface of the envelope that 
is nearest to the fold to a tape end which is in sub 
stantial registry with the free edge 22 of the flap 18. 
In the preferred form of the invention, for purposes of 
appearance, symmetry and best mode of closure, the 
tape I is located at the center of the rear of the envelope 
body. This arrangement is used with an oblong envelope 
wherein the tape I extends parallel to the long edge of 
the envelope. However, this central position is not critical 
to the operation of the invention. For example, two im 
permanent closures may be used, in which case they 
would be symmetrically located on opposite sides of the 
center line of the envelope perpendicular to the flap fold 
line. Two closures would be used, for example, with 
envelopes having a substantial side-to-side dimension and 
would be used with oblong envelopes in which the fold 
line 20 constitutes a long side of the envelope. 

In the preferred form of the invention the strip I has 
its longitudinal axis perpendicular to the fold line 20 
although it will be understood that this particular orienta 
tion of said strip I is not critical to the proper func 
tioning of the invention. It will be appreciated that the 
strip I is concealed by the ?ap 1-8 when the ?ap is closed. 
See, for example, FIGS. 2, 3, 4 and 5. Nevertheless, it 
should be pointed out that it is within the ambit of the 
invention to have the distal edge of the strip I extend 
somewhat out from under the terminal edge 22 of the 
flap. This arrangement merely lessens the area of ad 
hesion between the third strip and the 'back of the envelope 
hereinafter to be described, and such lessening does not 
materially affect the ef?ciency of operation of the in 
vention. The distal edge, i.e. the edge remote from the 
fold line 20, of the strip 1, is denoted by the reference 
numeral 30'. 
The pressure-sensitive adhesive strips I, II, III usable 

in accordance with the present invention are conventional 
and include, as already pointed out, an aggressively tacky 
pressure-sensitive adhesive side and a low adhesion side 
on opposite surfaces of a ?exible plastic web. Preferably, 
the force required to strip the tacky side from the low 
adhesion side should not exceed one-half the force re 
quired to strip the tacky side from cellophane. The tape 
is supplied in a standard fashion in a roll with the ag 
gressively tacky side on the inside. In the roll the low 
adhesion side serves not only as one face of a permanent 
transparent base or carrier for the aggressively pressure 
sensitive adhesive coating constituting the tacky side, 
but also as a temporary liner, since the backing in each 
turn of the roll contacts and covers the adhesive surface 
of the overlying turn. The limited adhesion between the 
tacky side and the low adhesion side in the roll makes 
it possible to unwind the tape without too much effort 
and when the tape is being unwound there is not su?icient 
pull by the tacky side on the low adhesion side to cause 
delamination of tape structure which would tear the tape 
or strip off from the carrier web the aggressively tacky 
substance on the aggressively tacky side. The degree of 
adherency between the tacky side and the low adhesion 
side is sufficient to hold the tape wound in place and 
prevent spontaneous separation of the turns in the roll 
(free unwinding). 
Typical conventional tapes of the aforesaid character 

including aggressively pressure-sensitive tacky adhesive 
sides and low adhesion sides as described above are sold 
on the open market, one such type being known as 
“Scotch tape." Moreover, tapes of this type are de 
scribed in =U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,532,011 and 2,607,711. Pres 
sure-sensitive tape adhesive compositions are described in 
US. Pat. Nos. 2,156,380; 2,177,627 and 2,319,959. 
The third strip III is adhered by its aggressively pres 

sure-sensitive adhesive side to the back of the envelope 
body 14 in alignment with the ?rst strip I. In a way, 
the third strip III constitutes an extension of the ?rst strip 
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6 
I although these strips are separate physical entities. The 
arrangement of the third strip III is such that an inter 
mediate portion 32 thereof is located adjacent the distal 
edge 30 of the ?rst strip I. Thus, the part of the third 
strip III from the intermediate portion 32 in a direction 
away from the mouth of the envelope is tightly adhered 
to the rear surface of the back of the envelope body 14. 
A portion 314 of the third strip III extending in the 

opposite direction from the intermediate portion 32 is 
referred to herein as the “free” portion. This free portion 
is capable of occupying two positions. One position is il 
lustrated in FIG. 3. In this position the free portion over 
lies and is coextensive with the ?rst strip I and is adhered 
by its aggressively pressure-sensitive adhesive side to the 
low adhesion side of said ?rst strip I. This is the position 
which the strips I and III occupy when the envelope is 
sold. In this position the free portion of the third strip 
III is, in effect, lightly adhered to the low adhesion side 
of the ?rst strip I whereby this free portion is, so to 
speak, anchored in place and is not able to ?rmly stick 
to other objects and, in so sticking, to render the im 
permanent closure unusable. Moreover, in this position 
when the envelope is sold the ?ap 1.8 can be folded down 
over the rear surface of the envelope body to cover the 
free portion and the ?rst strip I although, if desired, the 
envelope can be shipped with the ‘?ap in open position as 
illustrated in FIG. 1 inasmuch as said free portion is 
held lightly in an out-of-the-way position. 
When the envelope is used, the free portion 34 of the 

third strip III must be peeled off the ?rst strip I and to 
facilitate this peeling, i.e. to make it easier to start the 
peeling, it is desirable that there be provided a tab 36 at 
the tip of the free portion. This tab can be formed in any 
suitable way, e.g. by adhering a folded paper disc to op 
posite sides of the tip of the free portion 34. A simple way, 
and the arrangement that is shown in the drawings, is to 
fold back the tip of the free portion so that aggressively 
pressure-sensitive adhesive surfaces face each other for a 
short distance whereby at this folded-over portion both 
exposed surfaces of the tip of the free portion 34 constitute 
low adhesion surfaces. Such tab, therefore, will not even 
stick lightly to the portion of the ?rst strip I that it over 
lies in the position shown in FIG. 3. Thereby when a 
person wishes to pull the free portion 34 off the ?rst strip 
I he simply grasps the tab 36 between his thumb and fore 
?nger and pulls back on the tab in such a direction as to 
strip the free portion 34 from the ?rst strip I. When the 
free portion is thus pulled back, it extends away from 
the rear surface of the envelope as illustrated in FIGS. 1, 
2 and 4 and is ready for use in the further manner now 
to be described. 
The second strip II has its aggressively pressure-sensi 

tive tacky adhesive side adhered to the back of the ?ap 
18 and is in alignment with the third strip III. The second 
strip II also overlies the ?rst strip I and is substantially 
coextensive therewith when the ?ap is in closed position. 
It does not touch the ?rst strip I because even in closed 
position of the ?ap the flap is interposed between the ?rst 
and second strips I, II. Preferably, the second strip II is 
wider than the third strip III as can be seen most clearly ‘ 
in FIGS. 1 and 2. . 
The second strip II extends from the fold line 20 to 

the terminal free edge 22 of the ?ap 18. Inasmuch as the 
second and third strips II, III are in alignment, when the 
flap is closed and the free portion 34 has been pulled away 
from the ?rst strip I, said free portion, if reapplied to 
the envelope, will now engage the low adhesion side of the 
second strip II where it will remain lightly adhered as il 
lustrated in FIG. 5. When in this position the free portion 
34 can be pulled by its tab 36 away from the low adhesion 
side of the second strip II thereby to release the ?ap and 
permit the contents of the envelope to be scrutinized by 
a Post Of?ce o?’icial. 
The manner of use of the impermanent closure is be 

lieved to be clear. When the envelope is shipped the three 
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strips I, II, IH of the impermanent closure are in the 
positions illustrated in FIG. 3. In this position the free 
portion 34 of the third strip III overlies and is lightly 
adhesively secured to the low adhesion side of the ?rst 
strip I and will not adhesively engage some other surface. 
When the envelope is put to use by a purchaser, the pur 
chaser raises the envelope ?ap 18 and peels the free por 
tion 34 away from the low adhesion side of the ?rst strip I. 
Then he recloses the ?ap as shown in FIG. 4. Finally, he 
applies the free portion 34 to the low adhesion side of the 
?rst strip I as shown in FIG. 5. Subsequently, when the 
envelope is to be opened by a Post Of?ce employee, he 
grasps the tab 36 and peels the free portion 34 off the 
?rst strip I. 

It should be pointed out that the ?rst strip I, the por 
tion of the third strip III from the intermediate portion 
32 and extending away from the ?rst strip I, and the sec 
ond strip 11 are all tightly and essentially permanently 
adhered to the underlying paper of the envelope. The 
only strippable connections are, ?rstly, that between the 
free portion 34 and the ?rst strip I when the envelope 
is sold, and, secondly, that between the free portion 34 
and the low adhesion side of the second strip II When 
the envelope is impermanently closed. 

In the preferred form of the invention, the ?rst and 
third strips are of the same width. However, it may some 
times be found to be convenient to have the ?rst strip 
wider than the third strip so that there is less danger of 
the third strip extending laterally beyond the ?rst strip 
when superimposed thereon in the position shown in FIG. 
3 either during manufacture or at any time prior to sale. 
The additional width of the ?rst strip is, in effect, equiva 
lent to the additional width of the second strip where such 
extra width is provided simply for the purpose of lessen 
ing the chance of a user applying the free portion of the 
third strip to the rear surface of the ?ap where it is not 
covered by the second strip. 

Glue can be placed on the front surface of the flap 
on an envelope embodying the present invention so that 
a more secure sealed type of closure useful for ?rst-class 
mail can be employed if desired. 
As is apparent from the foregoing description, there is 

provided pursuant to the present invention a very simple, 
safe and convenient envelope including an impermanent 
closure which accomplishes all of the purposes above 
recited. 

It will be understood that the drawings are merely rep 
resentative and that the invention is not limited to any 
particular relative dimensions, i.e. ratio of dimensions, 
which might be picked off from the drawings. For exam 
ple, in FIGS. 3, 4 and 5 the thicknesses of the paper and 
the pressure sensitive adhesive strips have been grossly ex 
aggerated for the purpose of illustration and in FIGS. 1 
and 2 the lengths of the strips are chosen simply for the 
purpose of illustration; a more accurate relationship be 
tween the lengths is seen in FIGS. 3, 4 and 5. 
As various possible embodiments might be made of the 

above invention, and as various changes might be made 
in the embodiment above set forth, it is to be understood 
that all matter herein described or shown in the accom 
panying drawings is to be interpreted as illustrative and 
not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described the invention there is claimed 

as new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent: 
1. An envelope including an envelope body open at one 

end and having a rear surface, a ?ap hinged to the en 
velope body at the open end thereof, said ?ap having a 
rear surface which faces in the same direction as the rear 
surface of the envelope body when the ?ap is folded over 
into closed position over the envelope body, said ?ap in 
cluding a terminal edge remote from the hinge connect 
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ing flap and the envelope body; and an impermanent clo 
sure for said envelope, said closure comprising three strips 
of pressure-sensitive adhesive tape each having an aggres 
sively pressure-sensitive tacky adhesive side and a low ad 
hesion side, the ?rst of said strips being adhered on the 
rear surface of the envelope body by its tacky side with 
its low adhesion side facing away from said rear surface, 
said ?rst strip being disposed to be substantially concealed 
by the flap in closed position, one end of said ?rst strip 
being located on the rear surface of the envelope adjacent 
the edge of said rear surface proximate the fold between 
the ?ap and the envelope body, the other end of the ?rst 
strip being adjacent and beneath the terminal edge of the 
?ap when the ?ap is in closed position, the third strip be 
ing adhered by its aggressively pressure-sensitive tacky ad 
hesive side on the rear surface of the envelope from an 
intermediate portion on the third strip toward an end of 
the third strip in a direction away from the fold between 
the ?ap and the envelope body, said intermediate portion 
being disposed adjacent the position occupied by the ter 
minal edge of the ?ap when the ?ap is closed, the re 
mainder of said third strip constituting a free portion, and 
the second strip having an aggressively pressure-sensitive 
tacky adhesive side adhered on the rear surface of the ?ap 
in alignment with the third strip and extending from the 
terminal edge of the ?ap toward the fold between the flap 
and the envelope body, the low adhesion side of the second 
strip facing away from the rear surface of the flap, where 
by prior to use the free portion of the third strip may 
be lightly adhesively secured to the low adhesion side 
of the ?rst strip and may be peeled therefrom and applied 
to the low adhesion side of the second strip after the ?ap 
is folded down to cover the exposed ?rst strip. 

2. An envelope as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
free portion has a tip with its tacky side covered to form 
a pull tab for said free portion. 

3. An envelope as set forth in claim 2 wherein the pull 
tab constitutes a folded-back portion on the tip of the 
third strip, the direction of fold-back being such that the 
aggressively pressure-sensitive tacky adhesive sides of the 
tip of the third strip face each other to leave at the pull 
tab exposed low adhesion sides. 

4. An envelope as set forth in claim 1 wherein the strips 
are transparent. 

5. An envelope as set forth in claim 1 wherein all strips 
extend in a direction such that their longitudinal axes are 
transverse to the fold between the flap and the envelope 
body. ' 

6. An envelope as set forth in claim 5 wherein the lon 
gitudinal axes of the strips are perpendicular to said fold. 

7. An envelope as set forth in claim 1 wherein the sec 
ond strip is wider than the third strip. 

8. An envelope as set forth in claim 1 wherein the ?rst 
strip is wider than the third strip. 
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