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[57] ABSTRACT 

A collapsible hockey goal structure having net sup 
ports and a cross-bar which are foldable into and out 
of an erect position. The crossbar and net supports are 
each comprised of two rigid components each of 
which are hinged to each other and to the adjacent 
goal posts. When erect the various hinged components 
are locked into a rigid relationship. 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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COLLAPSIBLE HOCKEY GOAL 

This invention relates to hockey goals. The populari 
ty of hockey as a game particularly in Canada is 
unquestioned and its playing is not con?ned, at least by 
young boys, to ice rinks. 

This interest has been encouraged by the provision of 
portable goals which are set up in any convenient area. 
These goals are a kit which has to be assembled by the 
purchaser. The kits are awkward to assemble for many 
people. But there is a problem of storage. The shape 
makes it awkward and few people are inclined to take 
the goal apart because the boy will want to use it at un 
certain times so that it usually is stored in the garage or 
basement where it takes up a great deal of space. 

It is therefore the main object of the present inven 
tion to provide a hockey goal which will be economical 
to manufacture and package. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a hockey goal which may be easily stored when not 
in use or being transported. 

ln accordance with these various objects and others 
which will be apparent from the following description 
there is provided a collapsible hockey goal comprising 
in combination members providing in an erected posi 
tion, a pair of spaced apart upright goal posts having 
upper and lower ends, a cross-bar extending between 
the upper ends of said upright posts, a lower net portion 
having an arcuate position and ?rst and second ends, 
each of said ends being hingedly connected to a lower 
end of an adjacent one of said upright posts to move 
from a collapsed position into an erect position sub 
stantially normal to said posts, and releaseable locking 
means to secure said lower net support in said erect 
position. 
The invention will now be described with reference 

to a speci?c embodiment which is illustrated, only by 
way of example, in the drawings and in which: 
HO. 1 is a general perspective view of a hockey goal 

embodying the present invention in an erected posi 
tion; 

FIG. 2 is a general perspective view of a hockey goal 
embodying the present invention in a collapsed posi 
tion; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of a hockey goal in ac 
cordance with the present invention during the ?rst 
stage of assembly; and 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of a hockey goal in ac 
cordance with the present invention at the end of the 
?rst stage of assembly. 

Referring now to the drawings, in FIG. 1 there is 
shown an erected collapsible hockey goal [0 in ac 
cordance with the present invention. As illustrated, 
when erected, the hockey goal comprises a pair of 
upright posts ll and 12, a crossbar l6 and a lower net 
support 13, an upper net support 14 and a net 15. It 
will, of course, be understood that the net may be sup 
plied separately from the remainder of the frame or 
goal. 

In the embodiment illustrated the lower net support 
13 comprises a pair of substantially arcuate-shaped 
tubes 17 and i8 which are joined at their inner ends by 
a hinge 20. The outer ends of the individual arcuate 
members 17 and 18 are hingedly secured by means of a 
rivet 21 and a bushing 22 to the adjacent lower ends of 
the respective upright posts 11 and 12. This arrange 
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2 
ment permits the lower net support 13 to be rotated 
about the axis of the rivet and bushing into a substan 
tially vertical position when collapsed. To maintain the 
lower net support 13 in the erect position a pair of 
hinges such as 23 and 24 are provided. As shown each 
of these hinges comprises a pair of straps 2S and 26 
which are hingedly connected to their respective ad 
jacent arcuate member and upright post as between 18 
and 12 in the manner shown to each other as shown. 
Corresponding recesses and dents to provide locking 
when erect are provided at 27 and 28. 
The crossbar 16 comprises two portions 30 and 31 

which are hingedly connected at the middle by means 
of a hinge 32. This hinge permits folding of the crossbar 
in the directions indicated by the arrows in FIG. 3 so 
that each of parts 30 and 31 will, when the goal is col 
lapsed extend in a substantially parallel relationship as 
in FIG. 2. In the present embodiment the upright post 
11 and part 30 of crossbar 16 are formed integrally 
from a single piece of tube as are part 31 of crossbar l6 
and vertical post 12. 
The upper net support 14, the same as the lower net 

support 13, comprises a pair of arcuate members, again 
of tubular form, 33 and 34, each of which has an outer 
end 35 hingedly secured by means of a bracket 36 to 
the adjacent upper end of their respective correspond 
ing posts and the respective inner ends are rotatably 
secured by means of brackets such as 37 to the ad 
jacent corresponding half of the crossbar 16. With this 
arrangement, each of the arcuate portions 33 and 34 
may swing about their corresponding section of the 
crossbar 16 from a collapsed to an erect position sub 
stantially normal to the upright posts. To secure the 
upper net support 14 in the erect position, on each of 
upright posts 11 and 12 a small rigid strap such as 40 is 
hingedly secured at one end. A keyway 41 is provided 
adjacent the free end of each strap which is en gageable 
with a key such as 42 mounted on the adjacent cor 
responding side of the corresponding adjacent outer 
end of the upper arcuate net support member 34. A 
threaded rod 50 extending through corresponding 
holes in the arcuate members 33 and 34 provides 
further securement. 
The net 15 is of a conventional structure and is 

secured about the upright posts 11 and 12, the lower 
net support 13, and the crossbar 16 by lacing a string 
through the loops of the net and over the bars to effect 
secure engagement. It is not necessary that the net be 
secured to the upper net support 14 since this will, by 
virtue of its position underneath the net, support the 
net in the erected position. 
As previously mentioned, the difficulty with the prior 

structure is that it has to be assembled by the 
purchaser. This is inconvenient due to its shape and 
there is natural reluctance to take the assembled struc 
ture apart after use. Shipping goals in an assembled 
state is, of course, not practical as there is the danger of 
damage due to shipping and the additional expense due 
to the larger volume taken up by such a structure. And 
with goals which have to be assembled on receipt there 
is to some people a problem of some considerable dif 
?culty. 
With the present structure the customer when he 

receives the hockey goal made in accordance with the 
present invention receives it in a collapsed state thus 
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ensuring a low shipping volume packaging cost, a 
reducing possibility of damage and no awkward as 
sembly problem. Upon receipt the goal will have the 
folded attitude illustrated in FIG. 2. 

ln order to erect the structure of FIG. 1 the two cor 
responding halves, 31 and 30, of the upper crossbar 
member 16 are folded out from their original collapsed 
position, FIG. 2 in the directions illustrated by the ar 
rows in H0. 3, to assume the attitude shown in FIG. 4. 
The two lower net sections 17 and 18 being hinged 
together are then pushed down simultaneously into a 
ground-engaging position and the releasable locking 
mechanism provided by the hinges such as 25 between 
each of the corresponding arcuate members 17 and 18 
and their corresponding upright members 11 and 12 
are bent down and engaged so that the lower net sup 
port 13 is substantially normal to the upright posts 11 
and I2 and substantially rigid. The two parts of the 
upper net support 14, namely 33 and 34, are then 
swung upwardly about their respective hinges over the 
lower net support 13 and their respective keys 42 are 
engaged with the keyways 41 on the straps or strips 40 
so that again they are maintained in a substantially rigid 
position relative to the upright post. To further secure 
the inner ends of the arcuate members a threaded rod 
50 which engages both of the arcuate members 33 and 
34 is made fast by tightening the wing nut 51. 

lt will be seen from the description of the method of 
assembly that it is an equally simple matter to collapse 
the structure shown for the purposes of storage or 
travel. This is accomplished by reversing the steps. 

It will of course be obvious to those skilled in the art 
that other modi?cations of the present structure will be 
possible: alternative hinges may be employed; the 
upright posts may of course be made in two section 
with a suitable method of securing and ensuring rigidity 
between two corresponding parts; in some instances 
the upper net support may be dispensed with altogether 
for the purposes of cost; but it will be understood that 
such modi?cations be within the spirit and scope of the 
invention as defined by the appended claims. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
l. A collapsible hockey goal comprising a pair of in 

verted L-shaped members having their free horizontal 
ends hingedly joined for movement from a collapsed 
position in which the plane of the vertical and horizon 
tal portions of one member lies adjacent and parallel 
the plane of the other member to an erected position in 
which the vertical and horizontal portions of both 
members lie in the same plane so as to form a substan 
tially inverted U-shaped structure; a pair of top 
similarly shaped substantially arcuate rear members, 
each rear member having one end rotatably joined to a 
respective horizontal portion adjacent the hinge and 
the other end pivotally joined to a respective upper end 
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4 
of the vertical portion of the inverted L-shaped 
member lying adjacent the horizontal portion; a pair of 
lower similarly shaped substantially arcuate rear mem 
bers, each lower rear member having one end pivotally 
joined adjacent to the respective lower end of one of 
the vertical portions of an inverted L-shaped member 
with the other end of one lower rear member hingedly 
joined to the other end of the respective other lower 
rear member; a net having substantially its entire 
e ' he 'oined to the inverted L- ha b gnii‘pthe ojwer rear members; and re easgg lg‘ggkrprig 

means associated with the pivotal connections of said 
top and bottom rear members for locking said top and 
bottom rear members in respective parallel planes sub 
stantially perpendicular to the plane of said inverted U 
shaped structure and for releasing said top and bottom 
rear members for respective downward and upward 
folding into substantially the plane of said inverted U 
shaped structure whereby the inverted U-shaped struc 
ture can then be folded on the hinge of the horizontal 
portions as well as the hinge connecting the lower rear 
members for additional compactness. 

2. A collapsible frame for a hockey goal comprising a 
pair of inverted L-shaped members having their free 
horizontal ends hingedly joined for movement from a 
collapsed position in which the plane of the vertical and 
horizontal portions of one member lies adjacent and 
parallel the plane of the other member to an erected 
position in which the vertical and horizontal portions of 
both members lie in the same plane so as to form a sub 
stantially inverted U-shaped structure; a pair of top 
similarly shaped substantially arcuate rear members, 
each rear member having one end rotatably joined to a 
respective horizontal portion adjacent the hinge and 
the other end pivotally joined to a respective inverted 
L-shaped member adjacent the angle thereof; a pair of 
lower similarly shaped substantially arcuate rear mem 
bers, each lower rear member having one end pivotally 
joined adjacent to the respective lower end of one of 
the vertical portions of an inverted L-shaped member 
with the other end of one lower rear member hingedly 
joined to the other end of the respective other lower 
rear member; and releasable locking means associated 
with the pivotal connections of said top and bottom 
rear members for locking said top and bottom rear 
members in respective parallel planes substantially pe r 
pendicular to the plane of said inverted U-shaped struc 
ture and for releasing said top and bottom rear mem 
bers for respective downward and upward folding into 
substantially the plane of said inverted U-shaped struc 
ture whereby the inverted U-shaped structure can then 
be folded on the hinge of the horizontal portions as well 
as the hinge connecting the lower rear members for ad 
ditional compactness. 

* t t i i 
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