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[5 7] ABSTRACT 
A mechanic’s light comprising an electric light socket 
connected by a swivel connection to one end of a han 
dle-like member to permit pivotal movement between 
the socket and member about axes extending transver 
sely to each other. The opposite end of the handle-like 
member has a hook connected thereto for attaching 
the light to a convenient object for support thereby 
and permit ‘precise adjustment of the socket to project 
light accurately onto a desired area or object. 

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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MECHANIC 's LIGHT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many types of mechanics’ lights have been 
developed heretofore and are presently in use in many 
?elds of operations, particularly in garages and repair 
shops of innumerable kinds. The principal type of 
mechanis’s light presently in use, which sometimes is 
referred to as a “drop light” or “trouble lightff com~ 
prises an electric light socket adapted to hold a bulb 
and sometimes is provided with a ?xed handle extend 
ing axially from the closed end of the socket and from 
which a ?exible electric cord extends for attachment to 
a source of current at the opposite end of the cord. 
To protect the bulb mounted in the socket, it is com 

mon practice to attach a wire cage-like guard element 
to the rim of the stocket so as to enclose the bulb. Many 
types of protectors of this type also have a metal re?ec 
tor extending partially around the bulb. It also is com 
mon practice to attach a ?xed hook to the outer end of 
the protector so that the lamp or light may be sup 
ported upon a suitable convenient object while the light 
is hooked thereto by the hook provided on the enclos 
ing guard or, not infrequently, the light is either laid 
upon a suitable object near the area where illumination 
is required or disposed upon the floor, ground or other 
wise in the hopes of having the same re?ect as well as 
possible in the direction where light is needed. 

In most conditions of use of the type referred to 
above, it will be seen that the light normally hangs pen— 
dant-like from the hook which is connected to the 
guard member and extends around a supporting object 
such as part of an automobile or any other appropriate 
item either comprising part of the object being worked 
upon 0 It is obvious that such pendant-like support of 
the light very substantially limits any possibility of ac 
curately directing the light, especially when a re?ector 
is used, upon an area or object where illumination is 
desired. In an effort to overcome such limitations, at 
tempts have been made to provide various types of ad 
justable pedestals to which the lamp is clamped or at 
tached by appropriate clamps or otherwise. Providing 
such pedestals however adds to the expense of the 
necessary equipment to be used with the lamps in an ef 
fort to afford better illumination of work areas and ob 
jects. - 

The present invention comprises a very simple means 
for eliminating the shortcomings of conventional type 
mechanics’ lights of the type referred to in regard to the 
supporting means therefor and provides appropriate 
adjustable means of a unique type by which the light 
may be arranged to direct illuminating light upon sub 
stantially any object or area where it is needed, such 
adjustable supporting means being described 
hereinafter, as follows. 

‘ SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is the principal object of the invention to provide a 
mechanic's light having a handle-like projection con 
nected to a socket which supports an electric light bulb, 
said connection comprising swivel means that permits 
pivotal adjustment between the handle-like member 
and socket about axes which are transverse to each 
other, said swivel means being connected to one end of 
said handle~like member while a hook is connected to 
the opposite end thereof, whereby said hook is at one 
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2 
end of the light assembly and the bulb is at the opposite 
end, the handle also comprising a comfortable means 
for holding the light when it is desired to hold it 
manually. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
swivel connection which comprises a pair of clevises, 
the bight portions of which are pivotally connected 
together by a pin extending axially with respect to the 
legs of the clevises, and the outer ends of said clevises 
being connected pivotally respectively to one end of 
said handle-like member and a suitable projection on 
the socket for said electric light bulb. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide said 
extension upon said socket so as to project therefrom a 
limited distance in a direction substantially transverse 
to the axis of said socket and thereby increase the 
latitude of the possible position in which said socket 
may be arranged with respect to the hook on said han 
dle-like member. 

Details of the foregoing objects and of the invention, 
as well as other objects thereof, are set forth in the fol 
lowing specification and illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawing comprising a part thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of a mechanic’s light em 
bodying the principles of the present invention, one 
pivotal arrangement thereof being illustrated in full 
lines, while an alternate adjusted position is partially il 
lustrated in phantom in said ?gure. 

FIG. 2 is a front elevation of the light shown in FIG. I 
with the re?ector for the light bulb illustrated in FIG. I 
being omitted in FIG. 2 to simplify the illustration. 

FIG. 3 is an exemplary transverse sectional view of 
the socket element of the light shown in FIG. 1 as seen 
on the line 3——3 thereof, one position of the socket 
being illustrated in full lines with respect to the axis of 
the swivel and three other exemplary positions of the 
socket being shown in phantom in said ?gure with 
respect to the axis of the swivel connection. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 are small scale side elevations of the 
lamp shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 and respectively illustrate 
different exemplary adjusted positions of the light 
socket with respect to the supporting hook on the han 
dle-Iike member of the light. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, an electric light socket 
10 is illustrated which may be of a variety of different 
types but preferably is formed from insulating material 
such as an appropriate synthetic resin. The socket, for 
convenience, may be molded from two complementary 
halves 12 and 14, best shown in FIG. 2, said halves 
being connected by appropriate bolts 16 extending 
through suitable ears 18, or otherwise. 
The socket 10 preferably has an extension 20 which, 

similarly, may be integral with the halves l2 and 14 of 
the socket 10 and thereby be molded simultaneously 
therewith. Said complementary portions of extension 
20 may also be connected together by an additional 
bolt 22 and it will be seen that, preferably, the exten 
sion 20 is perpendicular to the axis of socket l0 and ex 
tends therefrom intermediately of the opposite ends of 
said socket. 
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The light also includes a handle~like member 24 
which is swivelly connected to the socket 10 by means 
of a swivel connection 26. Particularly for insulating 
purposes, the swivel connection 26 also preferably is 
molded from suitable electrical insulating material such 
as an appropriate synthetic resin. The handle 24 may 
be formed from any appropriate material but in order 
to minimize expense, wood is suitable, but such indica 
tion is not intended to be restrictive and is only illustra 
tive. A supporting hook 28, which may be formed from 
wire, for example, is pivotally connected within a slot 
30 in the end of the handle opposite that which is con 
nected to the swivel connection 26. An appropriate 
pivot pin 32 extends through a loop in the end of the 
hook 28 which is connected to the handle-like member 
24 so as to permit adjustability of the hook with respect 
to the handle-like member. The handle-like member 24 
is a convenient and comfortable means for holding the 
light manually and the hook 28 does not interfere 
therewith. 
The swivel connection 26 comprises a pair of 

somewhat similar clevises 32 and 34. The bight por 
tions 36 and 38 thereof are similar and, if desired, may 
be cylindrical and frictionally engage each other. The 
same are axially bored for pivotal connection by a pin 
or bolt 40. If desired, a tensioning coil spring 42 of 
limited length may be disposed with a suitable socket 
44 within the bight portion 36, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 
2, said spring being maintained under compression by 
appropriate means such as a cotter pin 46. 
The opposite ends of the swivel connection 26 

respectively are pivotally connected to the end of the 
handle-like member 24, which is opposite the end that 
supports the hook 28, and to the outer end of the exten 
sion 20 on socket 10. The end of the handle 48 which is 
connected to the clevis 32 preferably may be reduced 
in thickness so as to readily dispose the same between 
the legs of the clevis and a pivot bolt 50 extends 
between the legs of the clevis and the end 48 of the 
member 24, preferably with a friction ?t to permit 
limited adjustable pivotal movement between the 
swivel connection 26 and the handle-like member 24. 
The legs of the clevis 34 pivotally receive 

therebetween a suitable end portion 52 of extension 20 
on the socket l0 and another pivot bolt 54 extends 
between the legs of the clevis 34 and the end portion 52 
of extension 20 with a friction ?t similar to that pro 
vided between clevis 32 and the end 48 of handle-like 
member 24. 

Electric power is provided to the socket 10 by means 
of a suitable ?exible conduit 56 which, for con~ 
venience, extends from the closed end of the socket l0 
and the opposite end of the socket has a reduced por 
tion 58 thereon for attachment of a suitable reflector 
60 thereto. The specific type of re?ector 60 shown in 
FIG. 1 is intended solely for illustration rather than 
restriction. It is obvious that other types of protecting 
means such as a wire cage-like guard or the like, pro 
vided with re?ecting shells, if desired, may be con 
nected to the socket 10 in order to protect the electric 
bulb 62 therein. A conventional electric switch button 
64 is mounted upon the socket 10 for operation of a 
suitable switch therein, not shown. 

Referring to FIG. 3, it will be seen that various exem 
plary positions of the socket 10 with respect to the 
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4 
pivot pin 40 of the swivel connection 26 are shown in a 
full line illustration and a number of different phantom 
illustrations. Said view is included primarily to illustrate 
the versatile possibilities of pivotal movement of the 
socket 10 relative to the axis of the swivel connection 
26 and handle-like member 24, to represent pivotal 
movement about one axis as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2. 
In addition however, innumerable pivoted positions 
between the socket 10 and handle~like member 24 are 
possible by movement of said elements about the axes 
of pivot bolts 50 and 54, the axes of which are trans 
verse to the pivotal axis of pivot pin 40. 
The distance between the pivot bolts 50 and 54 in a 

direction axially of the swivel connection 26 adds 
further latitude to the adjustable positioning that is 
possible between the socket 10 and the handle-like 
member 24, whereby the entire light assembly may be 
supported, pendant-like, by disposing the hook 28 over 
a suitable, convenient means, either connected to the 
object being worked upon which requires illumination 
or from suitable and convenient adjacent objects. The 
length of the extension 20 upon the socket 10 also adds 
to the versatility of adjustable positioning between said 
socket and handle-like member. 
By reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, several purely exem 

plary adjusted positions between the handle-like 
member 24 and socket 10 are illustrated for purposes 
of demonstrating the extensive versatility inherent in 
the light assembly comprising the invention, for pur 
poses of disposing illumination at precise locations, 
with maximum efficiency and accuracy, due primarily 
to supporting the light socket 10 by means of a handle 
like member having a hook on the end thereof which is 
opposite the end connected to the socket 10 by means 
of the swivel connection 26, rather than by disposing a 
supporting hook outwardly from the light bulb 62, for 
example, as is common in mechanics’ lights widely used 
at present. 

While the invention has been described and illus 
trated in its several preferred embodiments, it should 
be understood that the invention is not to be limited to 
the precise details herein illustrated and described 
since the same may be carried out in other ways falling 
within the scope of the invention as illustrated and 
described. 

Iclaim: 
l. A portable utility light for use by mechanics and 

the like comprising in combination an electric socket 
adapted to support an electric light bulb a cup shaped 
re?ector attached to said socket and disposed to direct 
light axially of said socket, said socket having an in 
tegral extension projecting laterally therefrom mid-way 
of the length of said socket, said extension having a 
length substantially equal to the radial dimension of 
said re?ector to provide an offset between the axis of 
said socket and the end of said extension, an elongated 
substantially cylindrical handle member, a swivel con 
nection unit comprising two members swivelably con 
nected in end-to-end relationship for relative rotational 
movement around an axis extending longitudinally of 
said members and the opposite ends of said members 
respectively being pivotally connected to one end of 
said handle member and to the outer end of said exten 
sion on said electric socket, and a supporting hook con 
nected to the opposite end of said handle for connec 
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tion to a convenient object to support said light thereby 
pendantly by said hook in an area to be illuminated by 
said light, said swivel connection unit being adapted 
selectively to be extended substantially in straight axial 
alignment with said handle and extension on said 
socket and also be pivotally and swivelably related 
between the same to provide an in?nite number of 
positions of said socket and re?ector relative to said 
hook to direct light in precise directions while said light 
is suspended by said hook. 

2. The light according to claim 1 further including 
means extending transversely to the axis of the handle 
to pivotally connect said hook to said one end of said 
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handle member to permit further adjustable positioning 
of said socket relative to said hook in addition to the 
adjustment a?‘orded by said swivel connection unit. 

3. The light according to claim 1 in which said re?ecw 
tor has a radius no greater than the axial length of said 
projection from the axis of said socket. 

4. The light according to claim 1 further including an 
electric cord extending from said socket adjacent said 
projection and separated from said re?ector thereby to 
increase the versatility of positioning said socket rela 
tive to said swivel connection. 

* * * * * 


