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[57] ABSTRACT 
A skating aid formed by bending; two base sections to 
form a runner and a vertical support section. The ver~ 
tical support sections are joined to fix the runners 
apart and generally coextensive. A handle is attached 
to the vertical support section and can be formed in- 
tegrally therewith. Wheels can be attached to the run 
ners. The aid is useful in training persons to ice skate 
or roller skate. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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ICE SKATING AID 

This invention relates to a training aid for novice 
skaters, particularly ice skaters. 

In order to learn to skate, it is necessary that the in 
dividual acquire a sense of balance learned only 
through experience on skates. The learning period 
needed to acquire this sense of balance depends upon 
the individual and usually is marked by frequent falling 
to the ice or otherwise hard surface resulting in cuts 
and bruises and possible serious injury. 
A high incidence of injury also occurs with those per 

sons who previously have learned to skate but because 
of age or physical in?rmity are not able to maintain the 
proper sense of balance required. These persons either 
must forego skating and therefore a source of enjoy 
ment or can continue to skate while accepting a risk of 
injury. ’ 

It would be desirable to provide a means for reducing 
the risk of injury to skaters either during the training 
period or for skaters with a physical in?rmity. 
The present invention provides a training aid for 

skaters suitable for use on ice or on any other hard sur 
face suitable for roller skating. The training aid com 
prises two base sections, each bent to form a runner 
and a vertical support section. The vertical support sec 
tions are joined above the forward end of the runners to 
?x the runners apart and generally coextensive. A han 
dle is attached to or formed integrally with the vertical 
support. When used as a roller skating aid,- each runner 
is attached to a bracket having two wheels attached 
thereto. 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a two piece ice skating 
aid. 

FIG. 2 is an isometric view of a four piece ice skating 
aid. 

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of the roller skating aid 
having a platform optionally attached. 

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view taken along line 4—4 
of FIG. 3. 

Referring to FIG. 1, the ice skating aid 1 comprises 
two sections 2 and 3 each bent to form a runner 4, a 
vertical support section 5 and a handle 6. The sections 
2 and 3 are joined at vertical support sections 5. The 
runners 4 are spaced apart to permit a skater to stand 
therebetween and grasp the handle sections 6. The 
total length of each section 2 or 3 and the height of the 
handle 6 above the ground is adjusted according to the 
height of the person using the skating aid. The runners 
4 and handles 6 can be provided with protective covers 
8 and 9 respectively. It is preferred that the sections 2 
and 3 be formed from metal tubes so that the resultant 
aid can be maneuvered easily. 
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2 
Referring to FIG. 2, ice skating aid 10 comprises two 

base sections 1 l and two handle sections 12. Each base 
section 11 comprises a runner 13 the vertical sections 
15 and a vertical support section 14, which are joined 
to form a vertical support. The sections 15 and 14 are 
?attened at their mating surfaces and are joined. by 
screws 16. The sections 14 and 15 have a plurality of 
holes so that the handles 12 are vertically adjustable. 

Referring to FIG. 3, the roller skating aid 20 com 
prises two brackets 21 have wheels 22 attached thereto 
and'means to house and support runners 23. The run 
ners 23 extend through the brackets 21 and form part 
of base sections 24. Base sections 24 are bent toward 
each other above the runners 23 and are joined to form 
vertical support 25. Handle 26 is joined at vertical sup 
port 25 by any suitable means. Thus, the vertical sup 
port sections 25 can be hollow to house extensions 
from handle 26 and the resulting handle and tubular 
sections 24 can be joined by screws. If desired, the 
roller skating aid can be modi?ed by attaching a plat 
form 27 to the brackets 21 for use as a scooter. 

Referring to FIG. 4, the bracket 21 is provided with a 
slot 28 into which the runner 23 ?ts. The runner 23 is 
held in place by means of plate 29 that can extend all or 
only a portion of the length of the bracket 21. _ 
The present invention provides a skating aid of sim 

ple design that is easily maneuverable yet sufficiently 
strong to support the average person during skating. 
The ice skating aid can be made from two‘or three 
parts, or more, and can be made from any material hav 
ing suf?cient strength characteristics such as tubular 
metal, plastic or wood. 

I claim: 
1. A skating aid consisting of two base sections each 

bent to form a runner, a support section generally per 
pendicular to said runner and a section joining said 
runner and support section, each support section being 
positioned directly adjacent the other support section 
and the support sections being joined to ?x the runners 
apart and generally coextensive and a handle attached 
to the support section above and extending in the same 
direction as the runners. 

2. The skating aid of claim 1 wherein the handle is in 
tegrally formed with the base sections, said handle 
being formed by bending an extension from each sup 
port section. 

3. A skating aid comprising the aid of claim 1 with 
brackets attached to each runner and wheels attached 
to the brackets. 

4. A skating aid comprising the aid of claim 2 with 
brackets attached to each runner and wheels attached 
to the brackets. 
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