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FOAMED PLASTIC POCKET TRAY FOR FRUITS 
OR LIKE ARTICLES 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

Modern sale methods of fruit, for example those used 
in supermarkets, or “self-service” shops, necessitate 
the use of already-parcelled small packages which con 
tain a limited number of middle-sized fruits (such as ap~ 
ples or oranges, grape fruits) or like articles having an 
approximately constant weight corresponding to the 
quantity or unit of weight which is most usually 
purchased by the average consumer. 
To this end, it is known to use pocket trays made of 

thin plastic sheets or of foamed plastic material. For 
transportation to the place of destination of the trays 
containing the fruits, the trays has to be introduced into 
outer rigid boxes in order to guarantee the fruit protec 
tion. 

Since it is impossible to stack the trays one on 
another, without damaging the fruits, it is necessary to 
pack in each box a single layer of trays, which renders 
the packing quite expensive and adds very much to the 
transportation expenses. ' 

The same problem arises whenever the trays have to 
be disposed, for instance, in the supermarket display 
cases. 

The object of the invention is to provide a pocket 
tray for fruits or like articles, of the kind described, 
provided with a broad rim, of a substantially rectangu 
lar shape, which is externally ?at so as to provide a sup 
porting plane permitting of holding the trays in an 
upright position. 

In this manner, it is possible to pack in each box a 
greater number of trays than by the conventional 
horizontal arrangement. 

Advantageously, the said trays are made of foamed 
plastic affording a great lateral stability. 
These and other features of the invention, along with 

further objects and advantages thereof, will become 
more fully apparent from the following detailed 
‘description of some preferred embodiments of the in 
vention, reference being made to the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a pocket tray accord 
ing to the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a plan top view of the tray shown in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a cross section through the vertical plane on 

line III—III of FIG. 2, showing also the position of a 
fruit in one pocket. 

FIG. 4 is a view like to FIG. 3, of a second embodi 
ment of a tray according to the invention, and 

FIG. 5 is a side view showing the position of two ad 
joining trays according to the invention having their 
pockets ?lled with fruits and packed in an outer rigid 
box. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EXAMPLE OF 
THE INVENTION 

The tray 1 is preferably formed from a foamed 
plastic sheet having a thickness of from 1 to 5 mm. The 
said'tray is provided with a number of pockets 2, into 
which the fruits 3 are disposed. 

IO 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 
In the embodiment as shown, the tray 1 is rectangu 

lar with rounded corners and is provided with six 
pockets 2, disposed on two parallel rows A and B, each 
of three pockets 2. 
Each pocket 2 is provided with a side wall section 

102 and a bottom section 202. An annular reinforcing 
ridge 5 is provided between bottom section 202 and 
wall section 102. The side wall portions of the pockets 
2 are provided with ribs 4. v 

The tray 1 is further provided according to the inven 
tion, with a ?at rim 6, substantially extending vertically 
beyond the top of the pockets 2. As shown in FIG. 3, 
the top edge 106 of said rim may extend substantially 
?ush with the projecting top portion of the fruits 3 con 
tained in the tray, or it may extend substantially below 
the fruit top portion, as shown in the embodiment of 
FIG. 4. ' 

The said rim 6 is preferably of a greater thickness 
than the remaining parts of the tray, and it is externally 
?at, so as to provide a side supporting plane 7 extend 
ing all around the tray and permitting of holding the 
trays in an upright position. 
The height of this ?at rim 7 is usually about one-third 

to two-thirds of the overall tray height. 
In order to provide for a lateral stability to the tray 1, 

also in an upright position, same is suitably reinforced 
by providing at the pocket tops reinforcing ridges 8 and 
9, disposed at right angles, extending from one side to 
another of the tray. At the points where four pockets 
meet, the ridges assume the form of pyramids 12. 
The ridges 9 disposed transversally with respect to 

the rows A, B of pockets presents at their ends a sub~ 
stantially V-shaped bifurcation ll, merging into the 
lateral wall 6 of the tray 1. 

In FIG. 5 it is shown how the trays 1 may be stacked 
in sidewise adjoining rows in an outer box 13. It will be 
appreciated that, although the trays are shown disposed 
so as to bear on the longer side of the tray rim, the trays 
could be also fitted in the box so as to bear on the 
shorter side rim, in which case the fruits in the box 13 
would form three superposed layers. 
Of course, the invention may undergo numerous 

changes particularly as regards the shape of the trays of 
the pockets and the method of reinforcing same. 
What I claim is: j 

1. A light, substantially rigid, integral tray capable of 
storing and transporting a plurality of articles compris 
ing, a plurality of rows of upwardly directed pockets, a 
single longitudinally extending reinforcing ridge pro 
vided between a pair of longitudinal rows of said 
pockets and plural transversal reinforcing ridges ar 
ranged between transverse rows of said pockets, said 
ridges extending from side to side of said tray, said tray 
further including a vertically extending continuous cir 
cumferential rim, rectangular in plan view, surrounding 
said pockets, said rim providing a flat surface serving to 
support said tray in vertically arranged relation with the 
articles disposed therein, said tray being devoid of an 
outwardly projecting ?ange. 

2. A tray according to claim 1, in which the thickness 
of said circumferential rim is greater than the thickness 
of the remaining parts of the tray. 

3. A tray as claimed in claim 1, wherein terminal por 
tions of the ridges include bifurcated portions which 
merges into the circumferential rim. 
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4. A tray as claimed in claim 1, wherein each of the 
pockets have wall portions and further include a base 
portion which merges with upwardly and outwardly 
divergent areas on said walls, said base and divergent 
areas serving to position the articles in spaced relation 
relative to the wall of said pockets. 

5. A tray according to claim 1 in which the tray is 
made of foamed plastics. 

6. A tray as claimed in claim 1, wherein said circum 
ferential rim has a thickness greater than the thickness 10 
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of the remaining parts of the tray and which increases 
progressively from the inner to the outer end of said 
rim, the height of said rim being about one-third to two 
thirds of the overall height of said tray. 

7. A tray as claimed in claim 6, wherein terminal por 
tions of the ridges include bifurcated portions which 
merge into the circumferential rim. 

8. A tray as claimed in claim 6 made of foamed 
plastic. 


