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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

An elongated outboard motor prop including a first 
forked end for embracingly engaging the front side of 
the lower end of the upstanding propeller shaft hous 
ing of an outboard motor and provided with strap 
means for releasably securing the‘propeller shaft hous 
ing in the ?rst forked end of the prop. The second end 
of the prop has a mounting bracket oscillatably sup 
ported therefrom for swinging of the prop relative to 
the mounting bracket about an axis extending trans 
versely of the second end of the prop. The mounting 
bracket is inturn oscillatably supported from a mount 
ing plate for swinging about an axis relative to the 
latter disposed at right angles to the first mentioned 
axis and the mounting plate is provided with means for 
at least semi-permanent securement to the rear trans 
verse cross member of a trailer frame. This mounting 
of the prop enables the latter to be used as a prop in 
securing an associated outboard motor in a tilted posi 
tion or to be swung to an out of the way position ex 
tending along and disposed behind the rear transverse 
frame member of the associated boat trailer. 

10 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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OUTBOARD MOTOR STABILIZER 

When an outboard motor boat is being transported 
from one location to another on a boat trailer, the out 
board motor or motors of the boat are tilted forwardly 
at their upper ends so as to increase the clearance 
between the ground and the propeller or propellers of 
the outboard motors. In addition, this forward tilting of 
the upper end of an outboard motor more closely cen 
ters the weight of the outboard motor directly over the 
transom of the associated boat and thus enables the 
boat to be trailed over rough roads without placing tor 
sional stresses on the boat transom. However, conven 
tional outboard motors are provided with tilt stop 
mechanisms which still allow some torsional forces to 
be directed upon an associated boat transom when the 
boat is being trailed over rough roads. 

It is accordingly the main object of this invention to 
provide an outboard motor stabilizer or prop which 
may be readily connected between the trailer upon 
which an outboard boat is disposed and the outboard 
motor of the boat thereby relieving the transom of the 
boat from any torsional forces thereon due to the 
trailer being towed over rough roads. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an out 

board motor stabilizer in accordance with the preced 
ing object and constructed in a manner whereby the 
stabilizer or prop may be readily removably engaged 
with the associated outboard motor when it is desired 
to use the stabilizer or prop. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an out 

board motor stabilizer in accordance with the preced 
ing objects and which may be readily shifted to an in 
operative out of the way position extending transverse 
1y of the rear of the associated trailer when the as 
sociated boat is in use or being loaded on or unloaded 
from the trailer. 
A ?nal object of this invention to be speci?cally enu 

merated herein is to provide an outboard motor stabil 
izer which will conform to conventional forms of manu 
facture, be of simple construction and easy to use so as 
to provide a device thatwill be economically feasible, 
long lasting and relatively trouble free in operation. 
These together with other objects and advantages 

which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, 
wherein like numerals refer to like parts throughout, 
and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of the rear 
end of a boat trailer having an outboard motor boat 
positioned thereon and with the outboard motor stabil 
izer of the instant invention operatively connected 
between the rear transverse member of the trailer and 
the lower end of the upstanding propeller shaft housing 
of the outboard motor; 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 but illustrating the 
stabilizer in a retracted out of the way position and with 
the propeller shaft housing of the outboard motor verti 
cally disposed; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional 
view illustrating the mounting bracket and mounting 
plate portions of the outboard motor stabilizer; and 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the outboard motor 
stabilizer. 
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2 
Referring now more specifically to the drawings, the 

numeral 10 generally designates a conventional form of 
trailer provided with opposite side longitudinal frame 
members 12 and 14 interconnected by means of a plu 
rality of transverse frame members 16. 
An outboard motor boat referred to in general by the 

reference numeral 18 is positioned on the boat trailer 
10 and includes a rear transom 20 from which a con 
ventional outboard motor referred to in general by the 
reference numeral 22 is supported. The outboard 
motor 22 includes an upstanding propeller shaft hous 
ing 24 provided with a cavitation plate 26 and the out 
board motor stabilizer of the instant invention is 
generally referred to by the reference numeral 28. 
The rear transverse frame member 16 of the trailer 

10 is provided with the usual re?ectors 30 and hold 
down anchor fasteners 32 to which the lower ends of a 
pair of hold-down tension members 34 are secured, the 
upper ends of the tension members 34 including 
padded hooks 36 engaged over the upper central mar 
ginal edge portion 38 of the transom 20 in order to hold 
the boat 18 in stationary position on the trailer 10. 
The outboard motor stabilizer 28 includes an elon 

gated arm assembly referred to in general by the 
reference numeral 40 and the assembly 40 includes a 
pair of generally L-shaped tubular members 42 includ 
ing long legs 44 and right angularly directed short legs 
46. The long legs 44 are disposed in side-by-side con 
tacting relation and are secured together by means of 
suitable fasteners 46, 48 and 50 secured therethrough. 
The short legs 46 are generally aligned and project out 
wardly from opposite sides of the arm assembly 40. The 
fasteners 48 and 50 each include an anchor ring de?n 
ing end 50 and an elongated ?exible tension member 
52 is provided and has a hook 54 on one end engagea 
ble with one anchor ring 50 and a hook 56 on the other 
end engageable with the other anchor ring 50. 
A mounting plate 58 is provided and is secured to the 

central portion of the rear transverse member 16 by 
means of suitable fasteners 60 and a mounting bracket 
62 is oscillatably supported from the mounting plate 58 
by means of a pivot fastener 64. 
The mounting'bracket 62 de?nes a pair of apertured 

mounting cars 66 between which the free ends of the 
long legs 44 are pivotally securedby means of a pivot 
fastener 68 extending between the mounting ears 66 
and through the free ends of the legs 44. From FIGS. 1 
and 3 of the drawings, it will be noted that the pivot axis 
de?ned by the fastener 68 is disposed at generally right 
angles to the pivot axis defined by the pivot fastener 64. 
Accordingly, the end of the arm assembly 40 remote 
from the short legs 46 may be said to be universally 
supported from the center of the rear transverse 
member 16 of the trailer 10. 
The adjacent ends of the short legs 46 smoothly 

curve into the ends of the long legs 44 remote from the 
mounting bracket and form a forked end on the arm as 
sembly 40 for embracingly receiving and craddling the 
forward side of the lower end of the propeller shaft 
housing 22 immediately above the cavitation plate 26. 

In operation, after the boat 18 has been loaded on 
the trailer 10, the outboard motor stabilizer 28 may be 
unlashed from its stored position illustrated in FIG. 2 
and swung to the position thereof illustrated in FIG. 1 
after the outboard motor 22 has been tilted from the 



3,693,576 
3 

position thereof illustrated in FIG. 2 to the position 
thereof illustrated in FIG. 1. Of course, the forked end 
of the arm assembly 40 is engaged with the front side of 
the lower end of the propeller shaft housing 24 im 
mediately above the cavitation plate 26 and the tension 
member 52 has its opposite ends engaged with the 
anchor rings 50 after the mid-portion of the tension 
member 52 has been passed behind the lower end of 
the propeller shaft housing 24. 
With the outboard motor 22 thus supported, with the 

center of gravity of the outboard motor 22 generally 
centered over the upper marginal edge portion of the 
transom 20, any tendency for the rearwardly and 
downwardly inclined portion of the propeller shaft 
housing 24‘to bounce up and down will be prevented by 
the stabilizer 28. Of course, when it is desired to 
remove the boat, 18 from the trailer 10, the tension 
member 52 may be disengaged from one of the anchor 
rings 50 and the arm assembly 40 may be swung either 
to the position thereof illustrated in FIG. 2 of the 
drawings or to a downwardly inclined ground engaging 
position in order to allow the boat 18 to slide rear 
wardly relative to the trailer 10. 

If it is desired, the long legs 44 of the arm assembly 
40 may be secured together by welding in addition to 
the fasteners 46, 48 and 50 and it is to be noted that the 
various components of the outboard motor stabilizer 
will be constructed of corrosion resistant materials. 
The outboard motor stabilizer may be made in vari 

ous sizes in accordance with the needs of the user and it 
will be noted that the stabilizer may also be used in con 
junction with the outboard portion of an inboard/out 
board drive assembly. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation . shown and 
described, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations 
and equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the 
scope of the invention. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. In combination, a boat trailer for supporting a boat 

thereon and including a rear transverse member, an 
outboarddrive propeller shaft housing support and sta 
bilizer comprising an elongated support arm assembly 
including a ?rst end adapted for removable securement 
to the lower end of an upstanding propeller shaft hous 
ing, a mount base generally centered on said transverse 
member intermediate its opposite ends, a mounting 
bracket oscillatably mounted on said mount base for 
swinging about a ?rst generally horizontal axis extend 
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4 
ing transversely of said transverse member, and means 
pivotally securing the second end of said support arm 
assembly to said mounting bracket for oscillation rela 
tive thereto about a second axis extending transversely 
of said support arm second end. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the effective 
length of said support arm is less than one half the 
length of said transverse member. 

3. The combination of claim 1 wherein said ?rst end 
of said arm is forked and is adapted to seatingly receive 
said housing between the fork arms thereof. 

4. The combination of claim 3 including means car 
ried s id first end fo remova l securi aid propeli er housing in seateci position Beytween 83% fork 
arms. 

5. The combination of claim 1 wherein said support 
arm assembly comprises a pair of elongated members 
secured together in side-by-side relation and whose 
ends at said ?rst end of said support arm assembly 
diverge away from each other. 

6. The combination of claim 5 wherein said elon 
gated members and said second axis are disposed in the 
same plane. 

7. In combination, a boat trailer for supporting a boat 
thereon and including a rear portion, an outboard drive 
propeller shaft housing support and stabilizer compris 
ing an elongated support arm assembly including a first 
end adapted for removable securement to the lower 
end of an upstanding propeller shaft housing, means 
carried by a second end of said support arm assembly 
and said rear portion universally coupling said second 
end to the rear portion of said trailer for angular dis 
placement of said arm assembly in all directions rela 
tive to said rear portion, whereby said arm assembly, 
when in use, may project rearwardly from said rear por 
tion and be swung through a vertical plane and, when 
not in use, may be swung to and be secured in a 
retracted position closely adjacent rear portion extend 
ing transversely of said trailer. 

8. The combination of claim 7 wherein said first end 
of said arm is forked and is adapted to seatingly receive 
said housing between the fork arms thereof. 

9. The combination of claim 8 including means car 
ried by said ?rst end for removably securing said 
propeller housing in seated position between said fork 
arms. 

10. The combination of claim 9 wherein said support 
arm assembly comprises a pair of elongated members 
secured together in side-by-side relation . and whose 
ends at said ?rst end of said support arm assembly 
diverge away from each other. 


