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[ 5 7] ABSTRACT 

A handle assembly adapted to be connected with arti~ 
cles such as luggage and the like for carrying the 
same. The handle assembly includes substantially rigid 
and substantially U-shaped frame having a pair of 0p 
posed legs respectively terminating in inner ends to be 
connected with the article which is to be carried. An 
elongated cross member extends between and is ?xed 
with said legs, this cross member having an outer edge 
region at the region of outer ends of the legs which are 
respectively distant from the inner ends thereof. The 

I elongated cross member has an inner edge region 
spaced from but directed toward the innerends of the 
legs. ‘An elongated yieldable covering extends along 
thecross member at least at the inner edge region 
thereof and from the latter at least partly along op 
posed side surfaces of the cross member, while a suita 
ble fastening means ?xes this covering to the cross 
member. In this way the handle assembly is provided 
with a relatively soft, yieldable construction at least 
along the inner edge region of the cross member. The 
outer edge region of the cross member can retain its 
rigidity. This outer edge region can be covered by a 
relatively rigid channel which also serves to cover 
fasteners which fasten the yieldable covering to the 
cross member_ 

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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HANDLE ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to handles. 
In particular, the present invention relates to handle 

assemblies adapted to be connected with articles such 
as luggage and the like for carrying the articles. 
At the present time conventional handle assemblies 

of this type may be, considered as belonging to two 
categories. One type of handle is relatively rigid, the 
rigidity being provided ‘for reasons of strength. How 
ever, while such handles are relatively ‘strong they are 
hard and uncomfortable to the hand so that considera 
ble discomfort is created during carrying of an article 
to which such a handle is connected. _ ‘ ‘ 

On the other hand, the other category of handles 
may be considered as relatively soft andcsomewhat ?ex 
ible. Such handles are more comfortable but of course 
are somewhat weaker and in addition because they do 
not retain their con?guration tend to compress the 
hand which engages the handle, so that considerable 
discomfort results even from such construction. 

SUMMARY or THE INVENTION ‘ 

It is accordingly a primary object of the present in 
vention to provide a handle assembly which on the one‘ 
hand will retain the strength of relatively rigid handles‘ 
and which on the other hand will provide the comfort 
of softer handles without, however, the disadvantage of 
undesirably squeezing the hand which engages the han 
dle due to any deformation of the handle. 

Also, it is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a handle assembly whichlcan be manufactured 
quite. inexpensively from a relatively small number of 
componentswhich are readily assembled. 

Thus, the object of the present invention include ‘the 
provision of a handle assembly which is exceedingly 
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strong due to its rigidity but which at the same time ‘ 

provides the hand which engages the handle assembly 
with a soft yieldable construction which is far more 
comfortable than a rigid member. ' 

According to the invention the handle assembly in 
cludes a substantially rigid frame‘rof substantially U 
shaped con?guration having a pair of opposed legs 
which respectively terminate in inner ends adapted to 
be connected with the article which is to be carried. 
This frame has an elongated cross member extending 
between and ?xed with the legs, this cross member hav 
ing an outer edge region at the region of outerends of 
the legs which are respectively distant from the inner 
end regions thereof. The cross member has an inner 
edge region spaced from and directed toward the inner 
end regions of the legs. An elongated yieldable means 
covers the cross member at least at the inner edge re 
gion thereof and‘along part of the opposed side sur 
faces thereof extending from the inner edge region at 
least partly toward the outer edge region of the cross 
member. In this way the cross member has along its 
inner edge region a soft yieldable covering which will 
be very comfortable to the hand while at the same time 
the rigidity of the frame can be preserved along the 
outer edge region of the cross member for esthetic 
reasons as well as for reasons of economy and strength. 
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2 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

The invention is illustrated by way of example in the 
accompanying drawings which form part of this appli 
cation and in which: . ‘ 

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective illustration of the 
several components which are assembled to. form a 
handle according to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the assembled handle 
of the invention attached to an article of luggage or the 
like which is to be carried by the handle; ’ 

FIG. 3 is a transverse cross section of the handle as 
sembly of FIG. 2, taken along line 3—3 of FIG.‘2 in the 
direction of the arrow; and " . - ‘ 

FIG. 4 is an end view of a covering channel of the 
handle assembly shown in. the condition which this 
channel has prior to assembly with the remaining com 
ponents of the handle assembly. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT‘ 

Referring now to the drawing, the handle assembly‘ 
10 of the invention is shown in FIG. 2 connected with 
an article of luggage 12 which is only fragmentarily il 
lustrated. I 

‘I As may be seen from FIG. .1, the handle assembly 10 
includes a substantially rigid frame 14 of substantially 
U-shaped configuration having a pair of opposed legs 
16a and 16b respectively terminating in inner ends 18a 
and 18b. These legs 16a and 16b respectively have 
outer ends 20a and 20b which are respectively distant 
from the inner ends 18a and 18b. 
The frame 14 includes an elongated cross member 

22 extending between and ?xed to the legs 16a and. 
16b. This cross member 22 has an elongated outer edge _ 
region 24 at the region of the outer ends 20a and 20b of 
the legs and inner edge region 26 spaced from and 
directed toward the inner end regions 18a and 18b of 
the legs 16a and 16b. This cross ‘member 22 has op 
posed side surfaces 28a and 28b and is formed in these 
side surfaces, at the outer edge region 24, with a pair of 
opposed parallel grooves 30a and 30b. This frame 14 of 
the invention is preferably molded in one piece from a 
suitable plastic which is strong and’ possesses a high 
degree of rigidity. 
The legs 16a and 16b are respectively formed at their, 

inner end regions 18a and 18b with through-bores 32a 
and 32b for receiving pivot pins which are also received 
in ears 34a and 34b ?xed to and extending from the ar 
ticle 12, so that in this way. the handle assembly 10 is 
connected swingably with the article 12 to be carried 
thereby. 

Also, the cross member 22 is formed with a pair of 
openings 36 extending therethrough partly at outer re 
gions of the grooves 30a and 30b and partly beyond 
these grooves. These openings 36 are adapted to 
receive rivets 38, respectively, which form a fastening 
means for a purpose described below. 

In accordance with one of the features of the inven 
tion, a yieldable means 40 is ?xed to the cross member 
24 and covers the latter at least along the inner edge re 
gion 26 thereof and along at least part of the opposed 
side surfaces 28a and 28b extending from the inner . 
edge region 26. In this way the yieldable means 40 will 
provide the hand which engages the handle assembly 
with a soft yieldable construction which is more com 
fortable than a bare rigid member. 
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This yieldable means 40 includes an inner elongated 
body 42 of substantially U-shaped cross section which 
receives the inner edge region 26 of the cross member 
22. This body 42 may take the form of a suitable foam 
plastic, for example, which is relatively soft and yielda 
ble while at the same time being resilient. It is preferred 
to form the body 42 from an elongated extrusion which 

I after it is extruded can be cut to the required length 
corresponding to the distance between the legs 16a and 
16b. 
The yieldable means 40 includes, in addition to the 

body 42, a ?exible sheet material 44 which covers the 
body 42. This ?exible sheet material 44 can be made of 
any suitable plastic. 
As is apparent from FIGS. 1 and 3, the body 42 has 

its maximum thickness at the inner edge region 26 of 
the cross member 22 and gradually tapers in thickness 
from this inner edge region 26 toward the outer edge 
region 24. The sheet material 44 covers the body 42 
and extends beyond the latter into the opposed grooves 
30a and 30b. 
The fastening means formed by the rivets 38 serves 

to fasten the yieldable means 40 to the frame 14. Thus, 
the rivets 38 are extended through the sheet material 
and the openings 36, respectively, and serve to ?x the 
sheet material to the frame 14 in the manner indicated 
most clearly in FIG. 3. Thus the yieldable body 42 is 
retained between the flexible sheet material 44 and the 
cross member 22. 
An elongated channel 46 is provided for covering the 

outer edge region 24 of the cross member and the 
fastening means 38. This channel 46 may be made of a 
substantially rigid metal which may add to the decora 
tive appearance of the entire handle assembly 10. The 
channel 46 initially has the con?guration shown in FIG. 
4. With the channel 46 in the condition shown in FIG. 4 
it is placed on the outer edge region 24, and then the 
opposed side walls of the channel 46 are pressed in 
wardly toward each other, in the direction of the ar 
rows 48, so that inner edges 50 of the channel will en 
gage and press the sheet material 44 into the grooves 
30a and 30b while these edges 50 become situated 
beneath the upset heads of the rivets 38 in the manner 
most clearly apparent from FIG. 3. As a result the 
fastening means 38 is covered by the channel 46 which 
at the same time is retained connected with the as 
sembly by its pressure against the sheet material 44 in 
the grooves 30a and 30b. Moreover, the heads of the 
rivets 38 prevent the channel 46 from being removed 
from the remainder of the assembly. 
As is particularly apparent from FIG. 1, the handle 

assembly of the‘ invention is composed of a relatively 
small number of components which are inexpensive 
and which are readily assembled. Moreover, in the 
?nished handle the rigidity of the frame is retained 
along the outer edge region 24 of the cross member 22 
thereof. At the same time beneath the channel 46 and 
in particular along the inner edge region 26 of the cross 
member 22 the handle assembly 10 has the yieldable 
means 40_ which provides the handle assembly with a 
soft yieldable construction at the part of the handle as 
sembly which is engaged by the hand of the individual 
who is to carry the article 12. In this way the comfort of 
the individual is maintained without any sacri?ce in the 
strength or rigidity of the handle assembly. The metal 
lic outer channel member 46 protects the handle as 
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4 
sembly if it should happen to strike against foreign ob 
jects. The sheet material 44 may be made of leather, vi 
nyl, or the like. The channel 46 may be made of alu 
minum, brass, or the like. The body 42 may be made of 
any foam plastic such as polyurethane, polyvi 
nylchloride, or the like. The frame 14 may be made of 
any plastic which can be molded into a substantially 
rigid body such as, for ‘example, a linear polyethylene, 
polystyrene, or any other well known plastics. Thus, the 
entire handle assembly may be manufactured from well 
known materials which are readily available and which 
are relatively inexpensive. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a handle assembly, a substantially rigid frame of 

substantially U-shaped con?guration having a pair of 
opposed legs respectively terminating in inner end re 
gions adapted to be connected with an article to be car 
ried by the handle assembly and respectively terminat 
ing in outer end regions respectively distant from said 
inner end regions, said frame including an elongated 
cross member extending between and ?xed to said legs, 
having an outer elongated edge region terminating at 
the outer end regions of said legs and an elongated 
inner edge region terminating at said legs between said 
end regions thereof and spaced from said inner end re 
gions of said legs, and elongated yieldable means ?xed 
to said cross member, extending along and covering 
said inner edge region respectively along opposed side 
surfaces of said cross member at least part of the way 
toward said outer edge region thereof, to render said 
cross member relatively soft and yieldable at least 
along said inner edge region thereof, said yieldable 
means extending from said inner edge region of said 
cross member only along the opposed side. surfaces 
thereof, while leaving said outer edge region of said 
cross member uncovered by said yieldable means to 
preserve the rigidity of said frame at said outer edge re 
gion of said cross member, a fastening means fastening 
said yieldable means to said cross member in the vicini 
ty of said outer edge region thereof, and a substantially 
rigid elongated channel covering said outer edge region 
of said cross member and extending therefrom partly 
along said opposed side surfaces and covering said 
fastening means, said yieldable means including an, 
inner body of a soft resilient material and an outer ?exi 
ble sheet covering and engaging said body and extend 
ing beyond the latter toward said outer edge region of 
said cross member, only said outer cover sheet being 
?xed with said cross member by said fastening means, 
said ?exible sheet holding said yieldable means in posi 
tion between said ?exible sheet and said cross member. 

2. The combination of claim 1 and wherein said inner 
body is in the form of an extrusion of substantially U 
shaped cross section receiving said inner edge region of 
said cross member. 

3. The combination of claim 2 and wherein said ex 
trusion has a maximum thickness at said inner edge re 
gion of said cross member and gradually tapers along 
said opposed side surfaces of said cross member toward 
said outer edge region of said cross member. 

4. The combination of claim 1 and wherein said 
fastening means includes rivets fixing said yieldable 
means to said cross member, and said channel covering 
said rivets. 

5. The combination of claim 1 and wherein said 
frame is in the form of a one-piece molded body. 
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' 6. In a handle assembly, a substantially rigid frame of 
substantially U-shaped con?guration having a pair of 
opposed legs respectively terminating in inner end re 
gions adapted to be connected with an article to be car 
ried by the handle assembly and respectively terminat 
ing in outer end regions respectively distant from said 
inner end regions, said frame including an elongated 
cross member extending between and fixed to said legs, 
having an outer elongated edge region terminating at 
the outer end regions of said legs and an elongated 
inner edge region terminating at said legs between said 
end regions thereof and spaced from said inner end re 
gions of said legs, and elongated yieldable means ?xed 
to said cross member, extending along and covering 
said inner edge region thereof, and extending from said 
inner edge region respectively along opposes side sur 
faces of said cross member at least part of the way 
toward said outer edge region thereof, to render said 
cross member relatively soft and yieldable at least 
along said inner edge region thereof, said yieldable 
means extending from said inner edge region of said 
cross member only along the opposed side surfaces 
thereof, while leaving said outer edge region of said 
cross member uncovered by said yieldable means to 
preserve the rigidity of said frame at said outer edge re 
gion of said cross member, a fastening means fastening 
said yieldable means to said cross member in the vicini 
ty of said outer edge region thereof, and a substantially 

' rigid elongated channel covering said outer edge region 
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6 
of said cross member and extending therefrom partly 
along said opposed side surfaces and covering said 
fastening means, said yieldable means including an 
inner body of soft resilient material and an outer ?exi 
ble sheet covering and engaging said body, at least said 
outer sheet being fixed with said cross member by said 
fastening means, said inner body being in the form of 
an extrusion of substantially U—shaped cross section, 
receiving said inner edge region of said cross member, 
said extrusion having a maximum thickness at said 
inner edge region of said cross member and gradually 
tapering along said opposed side surfaces of said cross 
member toward said outer edge region of said cross 
member, said ?exible sheet extending beyond said ex 
trusion toward said outer edge region of said cross 
member, said cross member being formed adjacent said 
outer edge region thereof with a pair of elongated 
grooves situated in said opposed side surfaces of said 
cross member, said sheet member extending into said 
grooves and being retained therein by said fastening 
means. 

7. The combination of claim ‘6 and wherein said 
fastening means is in the form of rivets extending 
through the sheet material and said cross member at 
the region of said grooves thereof. 

8. The combination of claim 7 and wherein said 
channel has inner edges directed] toward each other 
and pressing said sheet material into said grooves. 


