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“ [57] ABSTRACT 

A stringed musical instrument comprisingv a sound 
box, an elongated ?ngerboard attached to the sound 
box, a plurality of strings mounted on the sound box 
and the ?ngerboard with the strings extending from 
the sound box along the ?ngerboard, and a plurality of 
frets mounted on the ?ngerboard with at least one fret 
adjacent the outer end of the sound box forming an 
angle of greater than 90° with the central longitudinal 
axis of the ?ngerboard as measured counterclockwise 
from the central axis of the ?ngerboard. 

3 Claims,‘ 5 Drawing Figures 
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STRINGED MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

As is well known, a stringed musical instrument-such 
as a guitar includes a sound box, a ?ngerboard attached 
to the sound box, a plurality of strings mounted on the 
sound box and the ?ngerboard and a plurality of frets 
on the ?ngerboard. In playing a stringed musical instru 
ment such as a guitar, it is necessary for the player to 
press particular regions of the strings against the frets 
with considerable dexterity. _ 

In conventional guitars, the frets are perpendicular 
to the strings and to the longitudinal axis of the ?nger 
board. This necessitates movement of entire left left 
arm from the shoulder to the hand in changing the posi 
tion of the hand along the fingerboard. This makes 
playing of the instrument difficult particularly when the 
hand is near the outer end of the ?ngerboard. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION . 

The present invention substantially facilitates playing 
of stringed musical instruments such as a guitar by 
rotating the frets counterclockwise from their usual 
position. Speci?cally, the frets form an angle of greater 
than 90° with the central longitudinal axis of the ?nger 
board as measured counterclockwise from the central 
axis of the ?ngerboard. This permits a player to keep 
his left elbow at his side and merely pivot his left hand - 
and forearm about his elbow to accomplish the neces 
sary hand movements along the ?ngerboard. This 
makes playing of the guitar much easier. 

It is particularly important that the frets adjacent the 
outer end of the fingerboard be’ turned counter 
clockwise as described hereinabove. If this is not done, 
substantial movement of the entire left arm from the 
shoulder down is necessary in order for the fingers of 
the hand to properly contact the strings at such outer 
region. Preferably all of the frets are turned ‘counter 
clockwise and are parallel. ‘ 

Although the angular fret concept of this invention 
can be used with ?ngerboards of various lengths, it is 
particularly adapted for use on an elongated ?nger 
board. This is because the need for the angular fret 
concept is greater as the distance away from the sound 
box increases. By way of example, a ?ngerboard of only 
roughly one hand width in length could in most in 
stances, be played with little or no elbow movement. 
However, substantial elbow movement is required in 
playing of a guitar having the usual elongated ?nger 
board particularly when the hand must be positioned 
near the outer extremity of the ?ngerboard. 
The nut and the bridge of the instrument are also 

preferably parallel to the frets. This assists in producing 
better quality intonation. 
The angular fret concept is applicable to both left 

and righthanded fretted instruments. In either instru 
ment the section of the bass string between the sound 
box and each of the frets forms an angle of greater than 
90° with the section of each of the frets, which lies 
between the bass and treble strings. 
The invention can best be understood by reference 

to the following description takenin connection with 
the accompanying illustrative drawing. ' 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS - 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a guitar constructed in ac 
cordance with'the teachings of this invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view taken 
generally along line 2-2 of FIG. 1 showing one way in 
which the frets may be mounted on the ?ngerboard. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view of a sec 
tion of the ?ngerboard. 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrating 
how the guitar of the present invention can be played 
while maintaining the left elbow in at the side of the 
player. 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view similar 
to FIG. 3 showing an alternate construction. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 
FIG. 1 illustrates a guitar 11 constructed in ac 

cordance with the teachings of this invention. 
Generally the guitar 11 includes a sound box 13 having 
an elongated ?ngerboard 15 rigidly mounted thereon. 
A plurality of strings '17 (six being illustrated) are 
mounted adjacent the forward end of the sound box by 
a mounting member 19. The opposite ends of the 
strings 17 are affixed to posts 21 adjacent the outer ex 

' tremity of ,the fingerboard 15. The strings extend in 
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evenly spaced parallel relationship along the sound box 
13 and the ?ngerboard 15. The tension in the strings 17 
can be individually adjusted by tuning pegs 23, each of 
which is drivingly connected to one of the posts 21. By 
turning one of the tuning pegs 23, the associated post 
21 is also rotated to thereby tighten or loosen the string 
affixed thereto. ‘ 

A bridge 25 is mounted in spaced parallel relation 
ship along the sound box 13 and the strings 17 extends 
over the bridge in conventional fashion. The guitar 1 1 
also includes a nut 27 which is mounted on the ?nger 
board 15 adjacent the outer end of the ?ngerboard. 
Three electrical sound pickups 28 are mounted ad 
jacent the sound box 13. Control knobs 29 are‘ 
mounted on the sound box 13 to permit the usual sound 
volume and quality adjustments. 
A plurality of frets 31 are mounted on the ?nger 

board 15. Each of the frets 31 may be an elongated 
metal member partially embedded in the ?ngerboard 
15 as shown in FIG. 2. . 

Preferably the frets 31 are parallel to each other and 
extend generally transverse to the strings 17 and to the 
longitudinal axis 33 (FIG. 3) of the‘?ngerboard 15. 
Each of the frets 31 forms an angle .1: with the axis 33 
which is greater than 90° as measured counter 
clockwise from the axis 33. The longitudinal axis 33 is 

_ preferably parallel to the strings, and the frets 31 form 
_ similar angles with the strings 17. Although the angle x 
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may be varied depending upon the results desired, an 
angle of from 95° to l00° is suitable. Angling of the 
frets 31 in this manner places the frets at an angle 
similar to the angle which the ?ngers of the left hand 
assume when playing the guitar and holding the left 
elbow at the side. Thus, with the present invention it is 
not necessary to move the left elbow away from the 

_ body to play the guitar and accessibility to the frets is 
enhanced. 
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The bridge 25, the pickups 28 and the nut 27 are 
parallel to the frets 31. This improves the quality to 
sound obtained from the guitar. 
With reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, the strings 17 in 

clude a bass string 35 and a treble string 37 extending 
in parallel relationship along generally opposite edge 
portions of the ?ngerboard 15. The frets 31 extend 
between the strings 35 and 37 and the strings 17 includ 
ing the strings 35 and 37 are parallel to the axis 33. 
From FIGS. 1 and 3, it is apparent that the section of 
the bass string 35 between the sound box and each of 
the frets 31 forms an angle 1: of greater than 90° with 
the section of each of the frets 31 which lies between 
the bass string and the treble string 37. 
The ' embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-4 is a 

righthanded guitar and as such the bass string 35 is 
above the treble string 37 when the guitar is held inv a 
standard playing position as illustrated in FIG. 4. FIG. 5 
shows a left-handed guitar 11a embodying the‘ concepts 
of the present invention. Portions of the embodiment of 
FIG. 5 corresponding with portions of the embodiment 
of FIGS. -l—4 are designated by corresponding 
reference characters followed by the letter a. Except as 
speci?cally noted herein, the guitar 11a is identical to 
the guitar 11. . 

The guitar 1.1a includes a sound box 13a, an elon 
gated ?ngerboard 15a and a plurality of parallel strings 
17 including a bass string 35a and a treble string 37a. A 
plurality of frets 310 are mounted on the ?ngerboard 
15a beneath the strings 17a. 
The guitar 11a differs from the guitar 1! in that with 

the sound boxes 13 and 13a placed together and with 
the ?ngerboards 15 and 15a projecting in the same 
direction, the fets 31 and 31a are angled oppositely 
relative to their respective axes 3 and 33a. Structurely, 
however, the guitar 11a has the same angled fret con 
cept in that the section of the bass string 35a between 
the sound box 130 and each of the frets 31a forms an 
angle x which is greater than 90° with the section of 
each of the frets 31a which lies between the bass string 
and the treble string 37a. Thus, by angling of the frets 
310 as shown in FIG. 5 the concepts of this invention 
are made applicable to a left-handed guitar or similar 
fretted instruments. The guitar 13a includes a nut and a 
bridge (not shown) which are parallel to the frets 31a 
substantially as described hereinabove with reference 
to FIGS. 1-4. 
The invention as described herein with reference to 

FIGS. 14 has been for an instrument adapted for use 
by a righthanded person. By positioning the frets, nut 
and bridge at an angle of over 90° as measured 
clockwise from the central longitudinal axis of the ?n 
gerboard and otherwise following the teachings of this 
invention, the invention is made applicable to a 
lefthanded fretted instrument. 
Although an exemplary embodiment of the invention 
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4 
has been shown and described, many changes, modi? 
cations, and substitutions may be made by one having 
ordinary skill in the art without necessarily departing 
from the spirit and scope of this invention. 

I claim: , - 

1. A right-handed stringed musical instrument com 
prising: 

a sound box; - 

an elongated ?ngerboard attached to the sound box; 

a plurality of strings; 
means for mounting said strings on said sound box 
and said ?ngerboard with said strings extending 
from said nut along said ?ngerboard at least to said 
bridge; 

a plurality of frets on the ?ngerboard adjacent said 
strings, said frets being generally parallel to each 
other and generally transverse to said strings, each 
of said frets forming an angle of greater than 90° 
with the central longitudinal vaxis of the finger 
board as measured counterclockwise from the 
central axis of the ?ngerboard; and 

said nut and said bridge being substantially parallel 
to said frets. 

2. An instrument as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
strings include a bass string and treble string and the 
section of each of said frets between said base and tre 
ble strings forms an angle of greater than 90° with‘said 
bass string as measured counterclockwise from said 
base string. - 

3. A stringed musical instrument comprising: 
a sound box; 

~ an elongated ?ngerboard attached to the sound box; _ 
a bridge mounted on the sound box; 
a plurality of strings including a bass string and a tre 

ble string; 
means for mounting said strings with said strings ex 

tending along said ?ngerboard at least to said 
bridge and with said bass string and said treble , 
string extending along generally opposite edge 
portions of the ?ngerboard; 

a plurality of frets on the ?ngerboard, said frets being 
generally parallel to each other and generally 
transverse to said strings, said strings extending 
over said frets and each of said frets extending 
between the bass and treble strings; 

the section of said bass string between the sound box 
and each of said frets forming an angle of greater 
than 90° with the section of each of said frets 
which lies between said bass string and said treble 
string, said angle being measured clockwise from 
said bass string; and 

said bridge and said nut being substantially parallel 
to said frets. 

* * * * * 


