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[57] ABSTRACT 

Disclosed is a motor control circuit for use with a 
brushless motor which drives electric vehicles. The in 
vention includes three, two phase chopper circuits ‘ 
which, during high rotation speed, operate as square 

- wave inverter circuits. 

6Claims,6DrawingFig|u'es 
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BRUSHLESS MOTOR CONTROL APPARATUS FOR 
AN ELECTRIC VEHICLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a brushless motor control 

apparatus for an electric vehicle. 
2. Description of Prior Art . 
A prior brushless motor control apparatus for elec 

tric vehicles consists, as shown schematically in FIG. 1 
of a d.c. power source 1, a d.c. chopper 2, a variable 
frequency three phase inverter 3 and a brushless motor 
4 connected in series, and an accelerator pedal 7, a ?r 
ing circuit 6 and a circuit 5 for detecting the position of 
the rotor of the brushless motor. The ?ring circuit 6 is 
connected to the gate of each thyristor in the d.c. 
chopper 2 and the variable frequency three phase in 
verter 3. 

In this known apparatus, the d.c. chopper 2 produces 
a direct current which has a repetition period and a 
tum-on time corresponding to actuation of the ac 
celerator pedal. The variable frequency three phase in 
verter 3 converts this direct current into a square wave, 
three phase alternating current which has a frequency 
corresponding to the rotating velocity of the brushless 
motor 4. The alternating current of a variable frequen 
cy and voltage is supplied to motor 4. Accordingly, the 
rotating velocity of the brushless motor'4 is dependent 
upon the operation of the accelerator pedal. 

This apparatus has the disadvantage that it tends to 
' be fairly large in size because it requires a separate d.c. 
chopper 2 and the three phase inverter 3. In addition, 
its operation is often unstable due to commutation 
failure in the inverter 3. Further, the starting torque is 
small due to the fact that the alternating current sup 
plied to the motor is a square wave current. Still, 
furthermore switching between power running and 
regeneration and between forward rotation and reverse 
rotation is effected by contact switching in the main 
circuit. This tends to cause erroneous operation due to 
contact wear and noise. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, a general object of this invention to 
eliminate these disadvantages in the known apparatus 
by providing a novel and useful control apparatus for a 
brushless motor for use in electric vehicles. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a con 
tactless brushless motor control apparatus thus 
eliminating the problems associated with contact wear 
and noise. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a reli 
able brushless motor control apparatus in which a last 
ing failure in commutation rarely occurs. This is ac 
complished by employing a two phase chopper which is 
capable of self-recovery even in the presence of a com 
mutation failure. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
brushless motor control apparatus having an inverter 
which is capable of supplying an alternating current 
possessing a sinusoidal wave form to provide a large 
starting torque and in addition a square wave alternat 
ing current. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
brushless motor control apparatus which affords a high 
regenerating efficiency to the motor. This is accom 
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2 
plished by providing two phase armature coils con 
nected in series during regeneration thereby supplying 
a high regeneration voltage. This permits regeneration 
even at low speed. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
brushless motor control apparatus in which the 
direction of electric current ?owing through a field coil 
is the same during both power running and regenera— 
tion whereby supply of voltage during regeneration is 
made easier. 

It is stillanother object of the invention to provide a 
compact brushless motor control apparatus by using 
three two phase choppers serving both as d.c. choppers 
and three phase inverters. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other features and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent from the description made herein 
below with reference to the appended drawing in 
which; 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of the conven 
tional brushless motor control apparatus of which 
description has already been made hereinabove; 

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram showing one embodiment 
of a brushless motor control apparatus according to 
this invention; 

FIG. 3 shows a basic operating waveform for one 
phase of the three phase voltage produced in the con 
trol apparatus according to the present invention; and 

FIG. 4 illustrates speci?c examples of conventional 
devices used as proximity switches, transistor locking 
circuits, ?ring circuits'and detecting circuits. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In FIG. 2 a two-phase chopper 28 is connected’ 
between each half of the armature winding 1 and 2, di 
vided in two halves and wound in parallel on the stator 
core of the brushless motor, and the negative terminal 
of the d.c. power source 9. The armature windings l, 2 
have an intermediate terminal. The two phase chopper 
28 consists of reverse blocking diodes 31 and 32, pro- , 
vided for maintaining the commutation voltage at its 
highest value, commutating capacitors 33 and 34, main 
thyristors 35 and 36, a commutating thyristor 37, a 
commutating diode 38 and a commutating reactor 39. 
The reverse blocking diode 31 and the main thyristor 
35 are connected in series. Blocking diode 32 and main 
thyristor 36 are also connected in series. These series 
connected elements are interconnected to each other 
at the cathodes of the main thyristors 35 and 36. Com 
mutating capacitors 33 and 34 are connected in series 
between intermediate terminals provided respectively 
between the reverse blocking diode 31 and the main 
thyristor 35 and between the reverse blocking diode 32 
and the main thyristor 36. Between an intermediate ter 
minal, provided between the commutating capacitors 
33 and 34, and the cathodes of the main thyristors 35 
and 36 there are connected in series commutating 
diode 38 and the commutating reactor 39. In parallel 
therewith, is connected commutating thyristor 37. 
A two phase chopper 29 is connected between each 

half of the armature winding 3 and 4 divided in two 
halves and wound in parallel on the stator core of the 
brushless motor, and the negative terminal of the d.c. 
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power source 9. The two phase chopper 29 is of the 
same construction as chopper 28. Armature windings 1 
and 2 are connected in parallel with armature windings 
3 and 4. The parallel connected armature windings are 
connected to the positive terminal of a dc. power 
source 9 through a thyristor 11, a series exciting wind 
ing 8 of the brushless motor and a thyristor 10. The 
thyristors l0, 11 are provided for switching between 
power running and regeneration. A ?ywheel diode 13 is 
connected in parallel with the series exciting winding 8 
and the thyristor l 1. 
The cathodes of the main thyristors of the two phase 

choppers 28, 29 are connected to the negative terminal 
of the d.c. power source 9. The cathode of recti?er 
diode 14, which is used for regenerative braking, is 
connected to an intennediate terminal between the ar 
mature winding 1 and the two phase chopper 28. 
Similarly, the cathodes of recti?er diodes 15, 16 and 
17, also used for regenerative braking, are respectively 
connected to intermediate terminals between the arma 
ture winding 2 and the two phase chopper 28, the ar 
mature winding 3 and the two phase chopper 29 and 
the'armature winding 4 and the two phase chopper 29. 
The anodes of diodes 14, 15, 16 and 17 are respectively 
connected to a reactor 20 which in turn is connected to 
the negative terminal of the dc. source 9. 
A two phase chopper 30 having the same construc 

tion as the two phase chopper 28 is connected to both 
terminals of the dc. source 9 through regenerative 
braking recti?er diodes 18 and 19 and a thyristor 12 for 
switching between power running and regeneration. 
Armature windings 5 and 6 are connected in parallel 
between the two phase chopper 30 and an intermediate 
terminal between the series exciting winding 8 and the 
thyristor 11. Further, the commutation circuit of the 
two phase chopper 28 which consists of the thyristor 
37, diode 38 and reactor 39 may also be used as com 
mutation circuits of the other choppers 29 and 30. 
The construction of the pulse circuit of the control 

apparatus will now be explained with reference to FIG. 
2. Proximity switch 24 is used for detecting a forward 
rotation instruction while proximity switch 25 is used to 
detect a reverse rotation instruction. The proximity 
switch 24 is connected in series to an accelerator 26 
and the proximity switch 25 is connected in series to an 
accelerator 43. These two circuits are connected in 
parallel. The proximity switches 24 and 25 are con 
nected to a transistor locking circuit 23 and thence to a 
firing circuit 22. A proximity'switch 41 for detecting a 
power running instruction and a proximity switch 42 
for detecting a regeneration instruction are connected 
in parallel to the accelerator pedal 26 and a brake 
pedal 27. The proximity switches 41, 42 are connected 
to a transistor locking circuit 40 and thence to the ?r 
ing circuit 22. A detecting circuit 21 for detecting the 
rotating position of a rotor 7 is connected to the ?ring 
circuit 22. 
The operation of the control apparatus according to 

the invention will now be described. During power 
running, thyristors 10 and 11 are in an ON state while 
the thyristor 12 is in an OFF state. The two phase chop 
pers 28. 29 and 30 connected respectively to the three 
phase armature windings l and 2, 3 and 4, and 5 and 6 
operate as choppers having a repetition period divided 
each positive or negative half cycle into three equal 
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4 
periods of every 6° of electrical angle corresponding to 
the rotating position of the rotor 7 as shown in FIG. 3. Y ’ 
Consequently, an intermediate repetition period has a 
half 
peidods of both sides thereof. That is, the frequency 
during the intermediate period is twice that which oc 
curs during the 60° periods before and after the inter 
mediate period, and an ON time corresponding to the 
actuation of the accelerator pedal 26. In this manner, 
the choppers apply to the armature windings sinusoidal 
three phase alternating voltages which are different in 
phase by 120° from one another and have a frequency 
varying with the rotation velocity of the rotor. In the 
two phase choppers 28 a ?rst chopper is comprised of 
the dc. power source 9, thyristors l0 and 11, series ex 
citing winding 8, ?ywheel diode 13, armature winding 
1, reverse blocking diode 31, main thyristor 35, corn- - 
mutating capacitor 33, commutating thyristor 37, com~ 
mutating diode 38 and commutating reactor 39. The 
first chopper applies a positive half cycle voltage to the 
armature winding 1. Also in chopper 28 is a second 
chopper which is comprised of the d.c. power source 9, 
thyristors 10 and l l, seriesexciting winding 8, ?ywheel 
diode l3, armature winding 2, reverse blocking diode 
32, main thyristor 36, commutating thyristor 37, com 
mutating capacitor 34, commutating diode 38 and a 
commutating reactor 39. The second chopper applies a 
negative half cycle voltage to the armature winding 2. 
The two phase choppers 29 and 30 perform in the same 
manner as the two phase chopper 28. 

During a high speed rotation of the motor, the two 
phase choppers 28, 29 and 30 operate as square wave 
inverters applying square wave three phase alternating 1 
voltages each wave being different in phase by 120° 
from one another to the armature windings l and 2, 3 
and 4 and 5 and 6 shown in FIG. 3C. The two phase 
chopper 28 then constitutes the square wave inverter 
with the dc. power source 9, thyristors 10 and 11, se 
ries exciting winding 8, ?ywheel diode 13, armature 
windings 1 and 2, reverse blocking diodes 32 and 32, 
main thyristors 35 and 36 and commutating capacitors 
33 and 34. The two phase inverters 29 and 30 perform 
in the same manner as the two phase inverter 28. 
The switching operation from forward rotation to 

reverse rotation of the rotor will now be described. 
When a forward rotation instruction is given by the ac 
celerator pedal 26, transistor locking circuit 23 is actu 
ated by the proximity switch 24 causing firing circuit 22 
to supply pulses, corresponding to the rotating position 
of the rotor and the actuation of the accelerator pedal 
26, to each two phase chopper thereby operating each 
two phase chopper as described hereinabove. When a 
reverse rotation instruction is given by the accelerator 
pedal 43, the transistor locking circuit 23 is actuated by 
the proximity switch 25 to cause the ?ring circuit 22 to 
supply pulses, corresponding to the rotating position of 
the rotor and the actuation of the accelerator pedal 43, 
to each two phase chopper thereby operating each two 
phase chopper so as to produce a reverse armature cur 
rent. 

During regeneration, thyristors l0 and 11 are in an 
OFF state and thyristor 12 is in an ON state. Two phase 
choppers 28, 29 are in an OFF state and accordingly do 
not effect any chopping operation. Two phase chopper 
30 only effects ON-OFF operation in response to the 

repetition period as compared with repetition , 
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actuation of the accelerator. pedal 26 or the brake 
pedal 27. Either the ?rst chopper or the second 
chopper in the two phase chopper 30 effects the ON 
OFF operation due to voltages generated at the arma 
ture windings 5 and 6 although the ON-OFF pulses are 
supplied simultaneously to both the ?rst and the second 
choppers. When the two phase chopper 30 is in an ON 
state, a circuit consisting of the armature windings 1, 2, 
3 and 4, diode 13, series exciting winding 8, armature 
winding 5 and 6, two phase chopper 30, reactor 20 and 
diodes 14, 15-, 16 and 17 is formed to effect dynamic 
braking. When the two phase chopper 30 is in an OFF 
state, a circuit consisting of the armature windings l, 2 
and 3 and 4, diode 13, series exciting winding 8, arma~ 
ture winding 5 or 6, diode 18 or 19, thyristor 12', dc. 
power source 9, reactor 20 and diodes 14, 15, 16 and 
17 is formed to regenerate electric power to the dc. 
power source 9. 

Switching between power running and regeneration 
is effected by the following operation. When a power 
running instruction is given by the accelerator pedal 
26, the transistor locking circuit 40 is actuated by prox 
imity switch 41 causing the ?ring circuit 22 to supply 
pulses corresponding to the rotating position of the 
rotor and the actuation of the accelerator pedal to each 
two phase chopper thereby operating each two phase 
chopper as described hereinabove. When a regenerat 
ing instruction is given by the accelerator pedal 26 or 
the brake pedal 27, the transistor locking circuit 40 is 
actuated by the proximity switch 42 causing the ?ring 
circuit 22 to supply ON-OFF pulses to the two phase 
chopper 30 thereby operating the two phase chopper 
30 as described hereinabove. 

FIG. 3 shows a basic one phase waveform of the 
three phase voltage produced in the brushless motor 
control apparatus during running power. FIG. 3a, b and 
0 respectively show voltage wave forms during a low 
speed rotation, a middle speed- rotation and a high 
speed rotation. In the FIG. 3 Ton represents turn-on 
time of the main thyristor of the two phase chopper and 
Tr represents a repetition period. As has been 
described, the repetition period Tr is changed accord; 
ing to the rotating position of the rotor and the turn-on 
time Ton is changed according to the actuation of the 
accelerator pedal whereby an average voltage applied 
to the brushless motor is controlled. 

FIG. 4 illustrates speci?c examples of known devices 
used as the proximity switches 24, 25, 41 and 42, 
transistor locking circuits 23 and 40, ?ring circuit 22 
and detecting circuit 21 respectively. Proximity 
switches 24, 25, 41 and 42, indicated as hollow rectan 
gles, are used as a transducer for converting mechani 
cal variations of the accelerator peddle into electrical 
signals. Such switches are conventional and widely 
used in tooling machines. 
The operation of the circuitry of FIG. 4 will now be 

described. I 

For forward motion of the vehicle, forward motion 
transistor Tr, in the locking circuit 23 is placed in its 
off-state by the actuation of the accelerator peddle 26 
under the action of the proximity switch 24, while 
transistor Tra in ?ring circuit 22 is placed in its on state. 
Under this condition, the transistor Tra may amplify 
pulses generated from an oscillator included within the 
?ring circuit 22. At the same time the oscillator 
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6 
operates a flip-flop generator which is also contained in 
the ?ring circuit 22' and connected to the oscillator and 
the detecting circuit 21, in response to an output from 
the detecting circuit 21 corresponding to the rotating 
position of the rotor 7. As a result, trigger pulses for the 
forward movement of the vehicle are supplied to each 
two phase chopper. 

Thus, two phase choppers 28, 29 and 30 may supply 
to the armature windings 1 and 2, 3 and ‘4, and 5 and 6 
sinusoidal three phase alternating voltages which are 
different in phase by 120° from one another and have a 
frequency varying with the rotational velocity of the ro 
tor. 

Although the invention has been described with 
respect to the preferred embodiments thereof, it is un- . ' 
derstood by those skilled in the art that various modi? 
cations can be made in construction and arrangement 
within the scope of the invention as de?ned in the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: . 
1. A brushless motor control apparatus comprising 

?rst, second and third armature windings, ‘ - - 

a series exciting winding, 
a d. c. power source, ‘ - 

?rst and second thyristors serially connected to said 
exciting winding, 

a ?rst terminal of the ?rst thyristor being connected 
to the positive terminal of the d. 0. power source, a 
?rst terminal of the second thyristor being con 
nected to an intermediate pointon the ?rst and 
second armature windings respectively, second 
terminals on said ?rst and second thyristors being 
connected together to serially connect the ?rst and 
second thyristors, 

means coupling the intermediate point on said third 
armature winding to a point between said exciting 
winding and said second thyristor, ' 

?rst and second diodes, serially coupled to each 
other in series opposition, said series connected 
diodes being connected in parallel across said third 
armature winding, 

a third thyristor, one terminal of which is coupled to 
an interconnecting point between .‘said ?rst and 
second diodes, and another terminal of the third 
thyristor being connected to the positive terminal 
of the d. c. power source, 

three, two phase, chopper circuits one coupled 
across each of said armature windings, each of said 
chopper circuits operating as a square wave in 
verter during high speed motor rotation, and 

control means for selectively turning on said ?rst and 
second thyristors and turning off said third 
thyristor or turning off said ?rst and second 
thyristor and turning on said third thyristor. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said each two 
phase chopper circuit comprises: a ?rst chopper for 
supplying a positive half wave and a second chopper for 
supplying a negative half wave, said ?rst and second 
choppers having common commutating elements. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said control 
means includes; 

?ring circuit means for controlling the chopping 
operations of said two phase choppers, and I 

accelerator means for partially controlling the opera 
tion of said ?ring circuit said ?ring circuit also 
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being controlled by the position and rotating 
direction of the rotor of said motor. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein said two phase 
choppers respectively comprise a ?rst blocking diode 
and a ?rst main thyristor connected in series, a second 
blocking diode and a second main thyristor connected 
in series, said ?rst and second main thyristors being in 
terconnected at their cathodes, two commutating 
capacitors connected in series between an intermediate 
terminal located between the ?rst reverse blocking 
diode and the ?rst main thyristor and an intermediate 
terminal located between the second reverse blocking 
diode and the second main thyristor, a commutating 
diode and a commutating reactor connected in series 
between an intermediate terminal located between the 
commutating capacitors and the cathodes of the main 
thyristors and a commutating thyristor connected in 
parallel with said commutating diode and said commu 
tating reactor. 

5. A brushless motor control apparatus including a d. 
c. power source for an electric vehicle comprising; a 
main circuit and a pulse circuit, said main circuit com 
prising armature windings (1, 2) connected in parallel 
to each other, a two phase chopper (28) connected 
between each half of armature windings (1, 2) divided 
into two halves which are wound in parallel on the sta 
tor core of the brushless motor and the negative ter~ 
minal of the d. c. power source (9), said two phase 
chopper (28) including a reverse blocking diode (31) 
and a main thyristor (35) connected in series'and a 
blocking diode (32) and a main thyristor (36) con 
nected in series, said main thyristors (35, 36) being in 
terconnected at their cathodes, commutating capaci 
tors (33, 34) connected in series between an inter 
mediate terminal located between the reverse blocking 
diode (31) and the main thyristor (35) and an inter 
mediate terminal located between the reverse blocking 
diode (32) and the main thyristor (38) a commutating 
diode (38) and a commutating reactor (39) connected 
in series between an intermediate terminal located 
between the commutating capacitors (33, 34) and the 
cathodes of the main thyristors (35, 36) and a commu 
tating thyristor (37) connected in parallel with said 
commutating diode (38) and said commutating reactor 
(39), armature windings (3, 4) connected in parallel 
with each other, a two phase chopper (29) having the 
same construction as the two phase chopper (28) and 
being connected in series to said armature windings (3, 
4), said armature windings (l, 2) being connected to 
the positive pole of a d. 0. power source (9) through a 
thyristor (11), a series exciting winding (8) a flywheel 
diode (13) connected in parallel with the series excit 
ing winding (8) and the thyristor (l1) and a thyristor 
10, a diode 14 the cathode thereof being connected to 
an intermediate terminal between the armature wind 
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.8. 
ing (1) and the two phase chopper (28), a diode (15) 
the cathode thereof being connected to an inter 
mediate terminal between the armature winding (2) 
and the two phase chopper (28), a diode (16) the 
cathode thereof being connected to an intermediate 
terminal between the armature winding (3) and the two 
phase chopper (29), a diode (17) the cathode thereof 
being connected to an intermediate terminal between 
the armature winding (4) and the two phase chopper 

grasses,‘dismissstreamers:Y 
d. c. power source (9), a two phase chopper (30) hav 
ing the same construction as the two phase chopper 
(28) and being connected to both poles of the d. ‘c. 
power source (9), diodes (18,19) connected in parallel 
to each other between the d. c. power source (9), and 
the two phase chopper (30), a thyristor (12) being con 
nected in series between said diodes (18, 19) and the d. 
c. power source (9) and armature windings (5, 6) con 
nected in parallel to each other between the two phase 
chopper (30) and an intermediate terminal between 
the series exciting winding (8) and the thyristor (11), 
said pulse circuit comprising accelerator pedals (26, 
43) in parallel with each other, proximity switches (24, 
25) connected in parallel with each other, said ac 
celerator pedal (26) being connected in series to the 
proximity switch (24) and the accelerator pedal (43) 
being connected in series to the proximity switch (25), 
a transistor locking circuit (23), a ?ring circuit (22), 
said accelerator pedal (26), proximity switches (24, 
25), transistor locking circuit (23) and a ?ring circuit 
(22) being connected in series, a brake pedal 27 con 
nected in parallel with the accelerator pedal 26, prox 
imity switches (41, 42) connected in parallel with each 
other to the accelerator pedal and the brake pedal, a 
transistor locking circuit (40) connected in series 
between the proximity switches (41, 42) and the ?ring 
circuit (22) and a detecting circuit (21) for detecting 
the rotating position of a rotor (7) being connected to 
the ?ring circuit (22). _ 

6. A brushless motor control apparatus comprising 
?rst, second and third armature windings 
?rst, second and third combined chopper and square 
wave inverter circuits, one of said combined cir 
cuits being coupled to each of said armature 
windings, said combined circuits operating as 
square wave inverters at high rotational speeds of 
the motor and 

switch means for turning on said ?rst and second 
combined circuits and turning off said third com 
bined circuit 

to place said motor in a power summing state and for 
turning o?‘ said ?rst and second combined circuits 
and turning on said third circuit to place said 
motor in a regeneration state. 
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