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ASSEMBLIES OF INTER-LINKED PRE 
FABRICATED MEMBERS FOR FORMING A PATH 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to assemblies ‘of inter~ 
linked pre-fabricated members for forming a path 
covering a strip of ground. Such a path may ?nd use as 
a temporary road surface or as an emergency diversion 
route when road works are in progress. 
Other applications of such paths may occur on build 

ing construction sites and farm yards. 
It has been proposed to provide sheets of open mesh 

track to form, when laid down across a strip of ground, 
a path to facilitate the passage of vehicles across muddy 
or loose surfaces. A disadvantage of paths formed by 
such known tracks is that the strip of ground on which 
the open mesh is laid is not completely covered and 
hence the mud or loose material on which such mesh 
tracks are laid tends to penetrate the mesh and, con 
sequently, the path rapidly becomes dirty and its effica 
ciousness diminishes. 

Further, known tracks formed of open mesh or of 
similar open forms of construction provide only an 
uneven surface over which, because of its irregularity, 
vehicles can proceed only slowly. Such and other 
known tracks are formed of members which merely lie 
on the surface of the ground and are consequently 
prone to be displaced by vehicles passing over them. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
interlinked assembly of pre-fabricated members of only 
one or two basic forms of construction for forming a 
path which substantially covers the strip of ground on 
which it is laid. The members are each provided with 
portions tending to penetrate the surface on which they 
rest to improve the positional stability of the path and 
with other portions which may easily be arranged to 
provide an even surface over which vehicles may travel 
at considerable speed. Thus, the disadvantages of 
known track arrangements which have been referred to 
in the preceding paragraphs are substantially reduced. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention there is provided 
an assembly for covering a strip of ground to provide a 
path, the assembly comprising a plurality of pre 
fabricated members, ?exible means so interlinking the 
members as to enable the assembly to be rolled up and 
unrolled, the members being maintained in mutually 
adjacent relationship by the ?exible means to provide, 
when the assembly is unrolled over a strip of ground, a 
substantially continuous cover over the strip. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Embodiments of the present invention will now be 

more particularly described with reference to the ac 
companying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 shows a vertical cross-sectional view in per 
spective of two adjacently disposed pre-fabricated 
members of an assembly embodying the invention; 

FIG. 2 shows a representation similar to FIG. 1 with a 
modi?ed construction of the assembly; and 

FIG. 3 shows a representation perspective of three 
prefabricated members of another assembly embody 
ing the invention. 
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2 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS. 
In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. I, the members 

1 each include a channel-shaped portion of approxi 
mately U-shaped cross-section, which is composed of 
downwardly pointing legs 2 and 3 and an approximate 
ly planar sheet portion 4 connecting these legs 2 and 3. 
The members 1 are ?exibly interlinked by means of 
wire ropes 5, indicated in FIG. 1. 
These members 1 are maintained on the wire ropes 5 

predetermined distances relative to each other by con 
ventional means such as for example disclosed ' in 
French Pat. No. 866,878, and German published utility 
model No. 1,976,650. When unrolled over a strip of 
ground, they form a path substantially covering the 
whole of the strip. The width of the path is de?ned by 
the length of each of the members in a direction per 
pendicular to that of the path. Each of the members 1 
also comprises substantially horizontally projecting 
?ange portion 7 and 8, which may be welded on to the 
respective channel-shaped portion. The ?ange portions 
7 and 8 extend along the lengths of the members and 
cover the gaps 6 between adjacent members 1. In FIG. 
1, each member 1 is provided with ?ange portions 7 
and 8 on both longitudinal sides, and each ?ange por 
tion covers approximately half the width of the ad 
jacent gap 6 in a direction parallel to that of the path. In 
FIG. 1, the ?ange portions 7 and 8 lie in the plane of 
the sheet portion 4 of the members 1. However, the 
?ange portions 7 and 8 may be slightly downwardly dis 
placed out of the plane of the respective sheet portion 
4, whereby an increase in the stability of the upper sur 
face of the assembly forming the path may be obtained. 
In a modi?cation of , the member 1, instead of the 
widths of the projecting ?ange portions 7 and 8 of suc 
cessive members being equal to each other, they may 
be of an altematingly different lengths provided the 
projecting ?ange portions of adjacently disposed mem 
bers substantially cover the area of each gap 6 between 
respectively adjacent members. 

In FIG. 1, the ?ange portions of adjacent members 1 , 
closely adjoin or abut against each other. However, the 
projecting ?ange 
facing ?ange portions of two adjacent members overlap 
each other when the assembly is unrolled to form the 
path. The projecting ?ange portions covering each gap 
may be altematingly arranged at di?erent levels. 

In FIG. 2, each member 1’ is provided with only one 
?ange portion 9 projecting along one longitudinal side 
of the respective channel-shaped portion of the 
member 1’. Each ?ange portion 9 projects over at least 
the whole of the corresponding gap 6. The width of 
each ?ange portion 9 exceeds, in the example shown in 
FIG. 2, the width of the corresponding gap 6; hence the 
outer end of each ?ange portion rests on the respec 
tively adjacent member 1’. In this case, each member 
1’ is preferably provided on the upper surface formed 
by the sheet portion 4’ with a recess 4", which in turn 
forms the support for the overlapping end of the ?ange 
portion 9 of the respectively adjacent member 1'. The 
width of each recess 4" is preferably somewhat greater 
than the width of the overlapping portion of the ?ange 
portion 9, so as to facilitate the rolling-up of the as 
sembly. The form of construction shown in FIG. 2 pro 

portions may be so constructed, that 
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vides the additional advantage of greatly reducing the 
tendency of a member 1' to tilt due to the ?ange por 
tions being unevenly loaded along their length. 

In FIG. 1, the members’ 1 are shown to be welded to 
the corresponding projecting ?ange portions 7 and 8 
whilst in FIG. 2, the members 1’ are shown to be in 
tegral units bent into shape so as to provide ?ange por 
tions 9. It is to be understood, that the members 1 of _ 
FIG. 1 may alternatively be constructed as integral 
units bent into shape; similarly, the members 1' of FIG. 
2 may alternatively be of welded construction. 

It furthermore is to be understood, that numerous 
modi?cations are possible in the formation of the 
pro?le of the members forming the assembly. Thus, for 
example, the projecting ?ange portions may be ar 
ranged along the lower edges of the downwardly point~ 
ing U-legs 2 and 3; such a pro?le is particularly simple 
to form by constructing the projecting ?ange portions 
as bent ?anges, whereby a somewhat hat-shaped pro?le 
results. 
Such a form of construction may be particularly ad 

vantageous in certain cases and is represented in FIG. 
3. Again, the individual members 10 comprise a 
downwardly open channel-shaped pro?le of approxi 
mately U-shaped cross-secton, which is composed of 
downwardly pointing legs 12 and 13 and an approxi 
mately planar sheet portion 14 connecting these legs 12 
and 13. The members 10 are ?exibly interlinked by 
wire ropes 15, or in any other suitable manner, to 
de?ne gaps 16 between adjacent ones of the members 
10. 
The gap 16 between two adjacent members 10 is 

covered over by projecting ?ange portions 17 and 18 
which extend over the length of their respective mem 
bers l0, i.e., over the width of the path. In FIG. 3, the 
?ange portions 17 and 18 are formed as folded ?anges 
and are located at the longitudinal lower edges of the 
downwardly pointing U-legs 12 and 13. Thus, the mem 
bers 10 exhibit a somewhat hat-shaped cross-sectional 
pro?le. 

Advantageously, the ?ange portions 17 and 18 are so 
arranged that — as illustrated in the example 
represented in FIG. 3 of the drawing — they de?ne 
with the respective one of the downwardly pointing U 
legs 12 and 13 an angle a of more than 90°. Thus, an 
edge 19 is provided in the middle of the gap 16, where 
the ?ange portions 17 and 18 of adjacent members 10 
are close to or abut each other. This edge 19 promotes 
penetration into some kinds of soil or sub-strates and 
tends to stabilize the laid assembly against accidental 
displacement of the path. This form of construction 
also facilitates penetration of certain kinds of soil into 
the U-pro?le of the channel-shaped portions of the 
members 10 forming the assembly. 

In a modi?cation of the embodiment shown in FIG. 
3, the downwardly pointing U-legs 12 and 13 are not 
mutually parallel but diverge towards their lower ex 
tremities, thereby causing the channel of the members 
10 to be of trapezoidal cross-section. This construction 
promotes loosening of the soil pressed into the channel 
shaped pro?le when the assembly is rolled up. In this 
modi?ed arrangement, the ?ange portions 17 and 18 
may as already described be arranged'either to project 
perpendicularly of the legs 12 and 13 or to de?ne an 
angle a of more than 90° to legs 12 and l3. 
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4 
Although the invention is illustrated and described 

with reference to a plurality of preferred embodiments 
thereof, it is to be expressly understood that it is in no 
way limited to the disclosure of such a plurality of em 
bodiments, but is capable of numerous modi?cations 
within the scope of the appended‘ claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. As assembly, for covering a strip of ground to pro 

vide a path, comprising in combination: 
a plurality of pre-fabricated members, ' 
?exible means interlinking said members to enable 

said assembly to be rolled up and unrolled in a 
predetermined ' direction, said members being 
maintained in mutually adjacent relationshipv by 
said ?exible means to provide, when said assembly 
is unrolled over a strip of ground, a substantially 
continuous cover over said strip, 

each of said members comprising a channel-shaped 
' portion and at least one ?ange portion projecting 
from the respective channel-shaped portion, said 
channel-shaped portions of respective ones of said 
members being mutually spaced apart along said 
?exible means to de?ne gaps therebetween and 
said ?ange portions extending across the length of 
said strip and substantially covering said gaps 
between adjacent ones of said channel-shaped por~ 
tions. - 

2. An assemblyas de?ned in claim 1, wherein said 
?ange portions project from either side of each of said 
channel-shaped portions and each said ?ange portions 
covers substantially half said gap between adjacent 
ones of said channel-shaped portions. 

3. An assembly as de?ned in claim 1, wherein each of 
said channel~shaped portions comprises a sheet portion 
adapted to form part of the upper surface of said cover 
when said assembly is unrolled, and each ?ange portion 
projects at substantially the same level as the sheet por 
tion of the respective one of said channel-shaped por 
tions. 

4. An assembly as de?ned in claim 1, wherein when 
said assembly is unrolled said ?ange portions of. ad 
jacent ones of said channel-shaped portions abut 
against one another. 

5. An assembly as de?ned in claim 1, wherein each of 
said members comprises only one of said projecting 
?ange portions, each said one ?ange portion projecting 
from one side of the respective one of said channel 
shaped portions and extending over substantially the 
area of said gap between adjacent ones of said channel 
shaped portions. ‘ 

6. An assembly as de?ned in claim 5, wherein each 
said channel-shaped portion comprises a sheet portion ‘ 
adapted to form part of the upper surface of said cover 
when said assembly is unrolled and each said one pro 
jecting ?ange portion at least partially overlaps said 
sheet portion of the next adjacent one of said channel 
shaped portions. 

7. An assembly as de?ned in claim 6, wherein the 
upper surface of ‘said sheet portion of each said chan 
nel-shaped portion is disposed below the upper surface 
of the ?ange portion projecting from the respective 
channel-shaped portion to de?ne a recess to accom 
modate the overlapping ?ange portion of the next ad 
jacent channel-shaped portion. 
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8. An assembly as de?ned in claim 1, wherein each of 
said members comprises a channel-shaped portion and 
at least one ?ange portion welded to the respective 
channel-shaped portion. 

9. An assembly as de?ned in claim 1 , wherein each of 
said members comprises a channel-shaped portion and 
at least one ?ange portion integral with the respective 
channel-shaped portion. 

10. An assembly as de?ned in claim 1, wherein each 
of said channel-shaped portions is of a substantially U 
shaped cross-section. 

11. An assembly as de?ned in claim 10, wherein 
when said assembly is unrolled, transverse portions of 
said channel-shaped portions of substantially U-shaped 
cross-section are disposed uppermost- to form said 
sheet portions, and leg portion of said channel-shaped 
portions extend downwardly from either side of the 
respective sheet portion. v 

12. An assembly as de?ned in claim 11, wherein said 
I ?ange portions project from the lower extremities of 
said leg portions and on either side of the substantially 
U-shapedcross-section of the channel-shaped portions, 
each said projecting ?ange portion covering substan 
tially half the gap between adjacent ones of said chan 
nel-shaped portions. 

13. An assembly as de?ned in claim 12, wherein each 
?ange portion is integral with said channel-shaped por 
tion of the respective one of said members. 

14. An assembly as de?ned in claim 12, wherein an 
obtuse angle is de?ned between the downwardly ex 
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6 
tending leg portion and ?ange portion projecting from 
the lower extremity thereof. 

15. An assembly as de?ned in claim 12, wherein said 
downwardly extending leg portions diverge towards 
their respective lower extremities. 

16. An assembly for covering a strip of ground to 
provide a path, comprising in combination: 
a plurality of pre-fabricated pieced consisting of bar 

grates adapted to be wound and unwound, the bar 
gates being connected by a plurality of parallel 
?exible members and being maintained in position 
thereon transversely to the direction of winding 
thereof, the bar grates when unrolled and assem 
bled on the ground presenting a plurality of paral 
lel transversely extending vertical webs, and means 
connected to the webs substantially bridging the 
gaps between successive webs. - ' ' 

17. An assembly for covering a strip of ground ac 
cording to claim 16, wherein the means substantially 
bridging the gap between successive vertical webs com 
prise substantially horizontally disposed members in 
tegrally attached to the upper edges of the webs. 

18. An assembly for covering a strip of ground ac 
cording to claim 16, wherein the means substantially 
bridging the gap between successive vertical webs com 
prises ?anges secured to the bottom edges of successive 
webs and extending respectively forwardly and rear 
wardly of successive webs so that their free edges close 
ly confront each other. 

* * * * * 


