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[57] ABSTRACT 
This invention relates to a process for covering 
dwellings in which the main walls comprise projecting 
elements onto which various shaped shells cor— 
responding to the required style of construction can 
be hooked, these shells being bolted down by the ele 

' ments forming the roo?ng, and replaceable at will by 
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PROCESS FOR COVERING BUILDINGS, 
PARTICULARLY DWELLINGS, AND THE 

DWELLINGS OBTAINED BY APPLICATION OF 
THIS OR A SIMILAR vPROCESS 

This invention relates to a process for covering 
buildings, more particularly applicable to prefabricated 
buildings, doing away with external finishing and 
enabling the building to be adapted to a speci?c style 
which may, moreover, be modi?ed at will. 

Prefabricated dwellings often cause very» rapid con 
struction processes to be developed which do notallow 
a proper ?nished appearance to' be obtained, and this 
appearance has to be obtained through additional ex 
pense, increasing the cost price of the building. 

Moreover, considering the reduction of the cost 
price of these types of dwellings, ?nishing is not done 
carefully, causing deterioration sooner or later neces 
sitating a subsequent resurfacing, and entailing further 
heavy expenditure for the owner. 

This invention aims at remedying these drawbacks 
and, to this end, relates to a process for covering 
buildings, particularly dwellings, characterized by the 
fact that shells of appropriate shape for the character‘of 
the building are hung onto the visible surface of the 
construction and then bolted down with certain parts 
forming the roo?ng, such as guttering, enabling the 
?nish of such elements to be hidden, whatever the con 
struction process used, and also harmonizing with the 
external appearance of the building. ' 
The invention also covers all buildings obtained 

through application of this or a similar process. 
The invention also relates to an element‘for covering 

buildings in the form of a shell of synthetic material, 
such as plastic, or any other‘material such as plywood, 
hardboard, etc., the shape and appearance of this shell 
depending on the type of building to be covered. 

In accordance with another characteristic of the in 
vention, the covering element has on its internal sur 
face hooks which unite with receiving elements with 
complementary outlines, ?xed on the wall during con 
struction. ' 

A building in accordance with the invention is shown 
as a non-limiting example in the attached drawings in 
which: 

FIG. 1 shows an- elevation view of a longitudinal sec 
tion of a wall of a building after being. covered. 

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of av portion of the 
wall after the covering shells have been placed ‘in posi 
tion, and before they are bolted down by the roo?ng 
elements. 

FIG. 3 shows a. detail of alcompleted building wit 
the shells brought back to one side. . 

FIG. 4 shows a section along line a-a in FIG. 3. 
The construction example illustrated in FIG. 1 pro 

vides for the ?tting of fixing elements 2 on the external 
surface 1. These elements aregenerally angle brackets, 
preferably‘of. wood. ln'accordance with this embodi 
ment, two ?xing elements are provided near the base 
and the top of the wall so ?tted. 

Shells 3 of synthetic material, such as rigid plastic, 
are manufactured separately, with ?xing elements 4 
fastened'onto their inner surface, either naturally dur 
ing polymerization of the material forming the shell, or 
stuck or screwed on in the case of shells in plywood, 
hardboard, etc. 
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2 
These shells are placed in position when the building 

is practically completed. Only the ?xing elements 2 are 
visible on the retainingwalls. 
The guttering 6, incorporating ‘rolling shutters 7, is 

positioned on the upper part of the retaining walls. 
To put the shells 3 into position, all that is necessary 

is to raise slightly the guttering and the roo?ng ele 
ments by an amount corresponding to the depth P to 
which the?xing elements are bolted, and then to hang 
up each shell 3. 
Through the uniformly sloping edge of the ?xing ele 

ments, each shell is perfectly stabilized by > its own 
weight. The roo?ng elements arev returned down to 
their ?nal position, thus preventing the shells from 
slipping out of their ?xing elements. 
The shells aremanufactured in molds and their shape 

depends on their positioning on the house and on the 
external appearance required. 

Thus, for example, for a half-timbered house the visi 
ble beams will projectlthrough the external face of the 
shell. It is also possible to give these external surfaces a 
completely different appearance such as, for example, 
imitation free-stone, brick, roughcast, etc. 
As the material used to produce these shells is unaf 

fected by weather but may, after long use, crack or 
wear away, it is possible, by using the reverse 
procedure - i.e. raising the roo?ng elements - to un 
hook the old shells and replace them by new shells of 
the same shape and size, yet which may be of different 
external appearance. 

FIG. 2 shows the wall of a completed building, the 
shells 3 hiding the join 8 in the prefabricated building 
panels 9, framing the windows 10. 
The thickness of each shell depends on the desired 

?nal appearance of the building, but will in any case 
give the impression'of the thicknessof external walls. 
These shells will also hide the metal posts forming 

the skeleton of the building and, generally, all the in 
aesthetic parts which are visible on the exterior after 
construction ofthe main walls. 

FIG. 3 shows another-embodiment of the invention, 
in which a pro?led section serves both as a stabilizing 
slide-bar for each shell and as guiding rails for the 
rollingshutters. 
The pro?led section is shown in cross-section in FIG. 

4. 
The positioning. of the pro?led sections 11 on the 

surface of the facades is-conditional upon the clearance 
of the turned backipart 31 of the shell 3. These pro?led 
sections are held in‘ position by screws 12. 
The turned back part 31 of the shell 3 ?ts longitu 

dinally-between the two arms 13; 13,. Two complemen 
tary arms 14 are provided on the arm 131 of pro?led 
section 1 1; these arms guide the rolling shutters 7. 
These arms aresuf?ciently long for tolerance to be 

recovered from the rolling shutter, the spacing between 
two parallel pro?led sections being strict since it de 
pends on the width of the turned back parts of the shell. 

Obviously, the ?xing elements described above and 
illustrated in the attached drawings may be of different 
shapes and sizes, adapted to the type of building and 
shells used. 

It should, be understood that the invention is not 
limited to the embodiments described and represented 
above; from these it is possible to foresee other 
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methods and other embodiments which in no way ex 
ceed the scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a building having a framework, a covering struc 

ture comprising; 
generally vertically disposed wall panel means having 

a facing middle section and inwardly turned end 
sections, 

at least a pair of retaining means, _ 
means for securing said retaining means to said 
framework and spaced from each other, 

a rolling shutter disposed adjacent said framework 
and extendable in a generally vertical direction, 

at least one said retaining means including U-shaped 
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4 
means de?ning a first channel for receiving the in 
wardly turned end section of the wall panel means 
and means de?ning a second channel for accom 
modating an edge of said rolling shutter. 

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein said framework 
includes a gutter enclosure having at least a portion of 
said rolling shutter disposed therein. 

3. The structure of claim 1 wherein said ?rst and 
second channels extend perpendicular to each other. 

4. The structure of claim 3 wherein said means de?n 
ing the second channel is also U-shaped. 

S. The structure of claim 4 wherein both said U 
shaped means are integrally formed. 
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