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vCOLLAPSIBLE OVERBED TABLE 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a bedside table and, more 
particularly, relates to a collapsible bedside table 
wherein the base, the vertical guide post and the table 
top are movable relative to each other to a condition of 
parallelism therebetween. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Overbed tables have been used for many years in 
hospitals and nursing homes, as well as private homes, 
for permitting bedridden individuals to have a ?at sur 
face available to .them for eating, writing letters or 
many other and varied purposes while in bed. However, 
as-the cost of hospital care and nursing home‘ care in 
creases, many families ?nd that it is ?nancially impomi 
ble to place elderly persons, such as close relatives, in 
hospitals and nursing homes for proper care and treat 
ment. As a result, many families are bringing the close 
relatives into their own home and caring for them 
themselves. 
When a person is at home, it is usually the case that 

the person is not completely bedridden. However, the 
person may have periodic spells of illness which may 
confine the person to the bed for a short interval of 
time. During the time that the person is mobile and 
capable of moving freely from the bedroom area, it 

‘ would be desirable to store an overbed table in a col 
lapsed condition in a closet or under the bed. As far as I 
am aware, there are no overbed tables on the market 
which are capable of being easily collapsed for storage 
purposes. ‘ 

A disadvantage of known overbed tables is that the 
manufacturer of such overbed tables must place the 
unassembled component parts thereof into a shipping 
carton for purposes of shipping same to the customer, 
usually a hospital, nursing home and in some cases to 
private individuals. It is also often necessary to include 
in the shipping carton a rather detailed list of instruc 
tions to inform the purchaser of the steps which must 
be followed in order to assemble the overbed table. 
These instructions are usually complicated and, in 
some cases, necessitate the use of special tools in order 
to assist in the assembly thereof. When inexperienced 
personnel are involved in the assembly of the overbed 
tables, it is sometimes necessary where a large quantity 
of tables are involved, for a representative of the manu 
facturer to visit the purchaser to assist the assembly 
personnel in assembling the component parts of the ta 
bles. Accordingly, an overbed table which may be as 
sembled by the manufacturer and placed in an assem 
bled condition into a shipping carton for purposes of 
shipping same to a customer to thereby eliminate the 
assembly operation by the customer would be highly 
desirable. 

Accordingly, the objects of this invention include: 
1. To provide a collapsible overbed bedside table. 
2. To provide a collapsible overbed bedside table, as 

aforesaid, which may be completely assembled by the 
manufacturer and placed in a collapsed condition into 
a conveniently sized shipping carton for purposes of 
shipping same to a customer to thereby eliminate a 
complicated assembly procedure by the customer. 

3. To provide an overbed bedside table, as aforesaid, 
in which the customer may place the collapsed overbed 

2 
table into a locked, upright position of use without the 
requirement of special tools. 

4. To provide an overbed bedside table, as aforesaid, 
which may be collapsed to a size to permit storage in a 
closet or under the patient’s bed. 

5. To provide an overbed bedside table, as aforesaid, 
which may be collapsed to a size to permit individuals 
to place same into the trunk of an automobile for pur 
poses of transporting the overbed table from one loca 
tion to another such as might occur when a patient 
leaves the hospital or nursing home to visit his family 
and the overbed table is loaned to the patient for a cer 
tain interval of time for use in the family ‘s home. 

6. To provide an overbed bedside table, as aforesaid, 
which is comprised of easily manufacturable com 
ponents to substantially reduce the cost of manufactur 

' ing same. 
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. 7. To provide an overbed bedside table, as aforesaid, 
which is virtually maintenance free. ' 
Other objects and purposes of this invention will be 

apparent to persons acquainted with overbed tables of 
this general type upon reading the following speci?ca 
tion and inspecting the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

FIG. I is a perspective view of an overbed table em 
bodying the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of an assembled 
overbed table in a collapsed position inside a conven 
tional shipping carton; 

FIG. 3 is a partially sectioned side elevational view of 
a partially collapsed overbed table; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the overbed table 
except that the overbed table is in an inverted position; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view of 
the hinge connection between the vertical guide post 
and the table top shown in the encircled portion A of 
FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along the line VI-VI 
of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along the line VII 
VII of FIG. 5; and 

FIG. 8- is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view of 
the hinge connection between the base and the vertical 
guide portion shown in the encircled portion B of FIG. 
4. 

Certain terminology will be used in the following 
description for convenience in reference only and will 
not be limiting. The words “up,” “down,” “right” and 
“left” will designate directions in the drawings to which 
reference is made. The words “in” and “out” will refer 
to directions toward and away from, respectively, the . 
geometric center of the device and designated parts 
thereof. Such terminology will include derivatives and 
words of similar import. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The objects and purposes of the invention are met by 
providing a collapsible bedside table comprising a 
horizontal base having a vertical guide post and an 
elevatable table top having a support portion adapted 
to cooperate with the vertical guide post of the base to 
maintain the table top horizontal as its vertical position 
is varied over a range. Means are provided which are 
adaptable to permit a relative movement between the 
base, the vertical guide post and the table top to a con 
dition of parallelism therebetween. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The overbed or bedside table 111 (FIG. 1) embodying 
the invention is generally C-shaped, as seen from the 
side as in FIGS. 1 and 4 and comprises a base member 
11, a generally vertical guide post assembly 12 and a 
generally horizontal table top 13. In this particular em 
bodiment, the base member 1 1 is generally I-shaped 
having a pair of horizontally spaced, parallel leg mem 
bers 14 and 16 connected to opposite ends of an elon 
gated bar 17 U~shaped in cross section. Wheels 18 are 
secured to opposite ends of each of the parallel legs 14 
and 16 to permit the base 1 1 to be moved on the wheels 
18 from one location to another. The top of the base 11 
is preferably, as seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, substantially 
planar. 

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 8 which show the table 
10 of FIG. 1 in an inverted position, a hinge 19 com 
prises a pair of ?anges 21 and 22 pivotally intercon 
nected by a pin 23 through the knuckle portion 24 
thereof. In this particular embodiment, the ?ange 21 
(FIG. 8) is ?xedly secured to the leg 16. The ?ange 22 
is generally L-shaped with the horizontal leg portion 26 
thereof being ?xedly secured to the end of the vertical 
post assembly 12. A portion 27 of the ?ange 22, par 
ticularly the leg portion 26, extends leftwardly from the 
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lower end of the post assembly 12. A sleeve 28 is ’ 
slidably mounted over the U-shaped bar 17 of the base 
member 11 and is adapted to slide over the portion 27 
of the ?ange 22 to lock the base member 11 to the ver 
tical post assembly 12. 
The vertical post assembly 12 (FIG. 3) comprises a 

pair of tubular members 31 and 32. In this particular 
embodiment, the tubular member 32 is telescoped over 
the tubular member 31. The tubular member 31 is ?x 
edly secured, as by welding, to the leg portion 26 of the 
?ange 22 on the hinge 19. A conventional counter 
balance mechanism 33, such as a coiled spring, is 
mounted internally of the tubular members 31 and 32 
and is adapted to apply a force tending to urge the tu 
bular member 31 outwardly from the end of the tubular 
member 32. Thus, and when the table is placed in the 
upright position illustrated in FIG. 1, the counter 
balance mechanism 33 applies a force tending to raise 
the table top 13 over a desired range sufficient to 
render the table top utilizable with conventional chairs 
or utilizable over and above a patient who is bedridden. 
Thus, the counterbalance mechanism 33 balances the 
weight of the table top 13 so that a minimum of force is 
required in order to lift the table top 13 toward the 
maximum height. A conventional locking mechanism 
34, such as a ratchet and pawl mechanism, is also 
mounted internally of the tubular members 31 and 32 
and is adapted to lock the table top at any desired verti 
cal position within the aforedescribed range. A lock 
releasing lever 36 extends outwardly from the locking 
mechanism 34 through an opening 37in the wall of the 
tubular member 32 to make same conveniently opera 
ble by a user of the table. The lever 36 is adapted for 
releasing the locking mechanism 34 to unlock the table 
top 13 to permit same to be readily adjusted to a 
desired height within the aforedescribed range. 
A U-shaped bracket 38 (FIGS. 5 and 6) is snugly 

received over the outer surface of the tubular member 
32 adjacent the table top end thereof and ?xedly 
secured thereto, as by welding. The U-shaped bracket 
38 comprises a pair of parallel legs 39 and 41 and an in 
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4 
terconnecting crosspiece 42. The free ends of the legs 
39 and 41 opposite the crosspiece 42 extend outwardly 
beyond the tubular member 32 and have axially aligned 
openings 43 and 44, respectively, therein. A flange 46 
projects downwardly (FIG. 5) away from the cross 
piece 42 and at an angle relative to the vertical. An 
opening 47 is provided in the flange 46 and is generally 
centrally located in the flange 46. 
The table top 13 (FIG. 1) comprises a planar 

member 51 having a ?at upwardly facing surface 52 
thereon which, when the table is upright in the position 
illustrated in FIG. 1, serves as a serving surface. A 
housing member 53 is secured to the bottom surface of 
member 51 (upper surface in FIGS. 2-4). The housing 
member 53 comprises, in this particular embodiment, 
four generally upright side surfaces 56, 5'7, 58 and 59 
and a top plate 61. Aligned openings 62 and 63 (FIG. 
5) are provided in the walls 56 and 56 of the housing 
member 53. The openings 62 and 63 are further 
aligned with the opening 47 in the ?ange 46 of the 
bracket 38 when the ?ange 46 is in the position illus 
trated in solid lines in FIG. 5. In this particular embodi 
ment, the opening 62 is T-shaped as shown in FIG. 6. 
A pair of L-shaped ?anges 64 (FIGS. 5 and 6) is 

secured by a pair of horizontally spaced, generally 
horizontal legs 65 (FIG. 6) to the top wall 61 of the 
housing 53. The vertical leg 66 extends through the T 
shaped opening 62 in the wall 56 of the housing 53 and 
extends upwardly along one surface of the tubular 
member 32 and terminates in a knuckle 67. The open 
ing through the center of the knuckle 67 is axially 
aligned with the openings 43 and 44 in the free ends of 
the legs 39 and 41 of the bracket 38 and receives a pin 
68 to pivotally interconnect the tubular member 32 
with the housing 53. 
A guide member 69 (FIG. 5 and 7) IJ-shaped in cross 

section is secured to the top wall 61 between the 
horizontal legs of the L~shaped bracket 64 as shown in 
dotted lines in FIG. 6. A slide member 76 is received in 
the opening de?ned by the top wall 61 and the U 
shaped guide member 69 and is slidable longitudinally 
therethrough. In this particular embodiment, the slide 
member 76 is aligned with the opening 47, the stem 
portion of the opening 62 and the opening 63. The right 
end ‘71 of the slide member 70 (FIG. 5) is tapered and 
is received by the aligned openings 47 and 63. A ?ange 
72 is provided on the opposite end of the slide member 
70 and extends perpendicularly away therefrom and in 
a direction away from the housing 63. A pin 73 is ?x 
edly secured to the slide member 76 and a pin 74 is ?x 
edly secured to the U-shaped guide member 69. A 
spring ‘76 interconnects the pin members 73 and 74 to 
urge the slide members 76 rightwardly through the 
aligned openings 47 and 63. A manual leftward force 
(FIG. 5) applied to the ?ange 72 will permit a move 
ment of the slide member 76 leftwardly to the broken 
line position to retract the tapered end 71 from the 
openings 47 and 63. 
When the overbed table It) is in the collapsed posi— 

tion illustrated in FIG. 2, it may be placed in a conven‘ 
tional shipping carton 77 to permit shipping to a 
customer. The base member 11, the vertical post as 
sembly 12 and the table top 13 are collapsed to a posi 
tion of parallelism therebetween. However, when the 
vertical post assembly 12 is parallel to the table top 13, 
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the left end of the vertical post assembly 12 is spaced 
upwardly from the table top 13. Accordingly, conven 
tional packing material 78 may be utilized to maintain 
the \llgrtical post assembly in parallelism with the table 
top . 

The overbed table 10 may, if desired, be provided 
with a drawer, vanity or other article containing or mir 
ror 'supporting device, generally indicated at 79 
(broken lines in FIG. 2) built therein. Thus, the 
packing 78 may be eliminated and the vertical post as 
sembly 12 will be supported by the vanity 79 to main 
tain the vertical post assembly 12 generally parallel 
with the table top 13. 

OPERATION 

Although the assembly of the overbed table 
described above will be understood from the foregoing 
description by skilled persons, a summary of'such as 
sembly is now given for convenience. 
The overbed table 10 is normally fully assembled by 

the manufacturer so that the base member 11 is hin 
gedly connected to the vertical post assembly 12, par 
ticularly the tubular member 31, by the hinge member 
19. The vertical post assembly 12 is also hingedly con 
nected to the housing 53 secured to the table top 13. 
Since the base member 11, the vertical post assembly 
12 and the table top 13 are generally parallel to each 
other, the entire assembly may be placed in a relatively 
?at shipping carton 77 for purposes of shipping the as 
sembly to a customer. 
The collapsible overbed table 10 may be erected 

from the collapsed position (FIG. 2) to the upright 
position of use illustrated in FIG. 1 by ?rst pivoting the 
base member 11 (FIG. 3) and the vertical post as 
sembly 12 about the axis of the pin 68 so that the post 
assembly 12 is generally vertically aligned and perpen~ 

‘ dicular to the table top 13. As the ?ange 46 (broken 
lines in FIG. 5) approaches the tapered end 71 of the 
slide member 70, the tapered end 71 will be received 
by the opening 47 in the ?ange 46 to lock the tubular 
member 32 in a position perpendicular to the table top 
13. The locking engagement between the tubular 

' member 32 and the housing 53 may be increased by 
forcably (manually) moving the ?ange 72 rightly to 
move the tapered end 71 further through the opening 
47 in the ?ange 46. 

After the post assembly 12‘has been assembled into 
the vertical position illustrated in FIG. 3, the base 
member 11 may be pivoted about the axis of the pin 23 
of the hinge member 19 to the position illustrated in 
FIG. 4 wherein the base member 11 is generally paral 
lel with the table top 13. After the base member has 
reached the position illustrated in FIG. 4 wherein the 
U-shaped bar 17 extends perpendicularly away from 
the tubular member 31 and parallel to the L-shaped 
?ange 22 (FIG. 8), the sleeve 28 may be slid 
rightwardly from the broken line position of FIG. 8 to 
the solid line position to overlap the portion 27 of the 
leg portion 26 of the ?ange 22 to lock the base member 
1 1 to the tubular member 31. 

It is to be noted that all during the erection of the 
table described 'hereinabove, no special tools, such as 
wrenches or screw drivers, are required in order to as 
semble the overbed table It). Further, it is to be noted 
that all during the foregoing described erection of the 
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6 
table, the table top 13 can remain in the bottom half of 
the shipping carton 77 so that the serving surface 52 
thereof vwill always remain protected until the table is 
completely erected after which time the entire unit can 
then be tipped on its side and removed from the bottom 
half of the shipping carton 77 without scratching the 
serving surface 52. 

It is also to be recognized that when the bedside table 
10 is no longer required for serving a patient’s needs, it 
may be collapsed to the position illustrated in FIG. 2 
and stored in a closet or underneath the patient’s bed. 

Although a particular preferred embodiment of the 
invention has been disclosed in detail for illustrative 
purposes, it will be recognized that variations or 
modi?cations of the disclosed apparatus, including the 
rearrangement of parts, lie within the scope of the 
present invention. - 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 
sive property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as fol 
lows: 

l. A collapsible substantially C-shaped overbed table 
comprising a horizontal base; 

a vertical guide post assembly mounted to one end of 
said base, said post assembly including ?rst and 
second parallel post members adapted for relative 
longitudinal movement over a range; 

table top means overlying said base, one end of said 
table top means being aligned above said one base 
end and being connected to one of said ?rst and 
second post members, said base and table top 
means both having top substantially planar faces, 
said table top means including support means 
adapted to maintain said table top means horizon- 
tal as its vertical position is varied over said range, 
and means connected between said ?rst and 
second post members for locking said table top 
means at any vertical position within said range 
and including means vertically movable with said 
table top means for releasing said locking means to 
unlock said table top means for vertical movement 

. within said range; 

?rst hinge means secured between said base and said 
other of said post members for swinging movement 
of said base relative to said other of said post mem 
bers for about 271) degrees about the axis of said 
?rst hinge means to a position parallel with, coex 
tensive with and on one side of said guide post as 
sembly wherein said top face of said base faces 
away from said guide post assembly; 

second hinge means secured between said table sup 
port means and said one of said ?rst and second 
post members for swinging movement of said sup 
port means and said table top means relative to 
said one of said post members for about 90 degrees 
about the axis of said second hinge means to a 
position parallel with, coextensive with and on the 
opposite side of said guide post assembly from said 
base wherein the top face of said table top means 
also faces away from said guide post assembly; 

?rst releasable locking means for locking said base to 
said other of said ?rst and second post members; 
and 

second releasable locking means for locking said 
support means to said one of said ?rst and second 
post members. 



7 
2. The collapsible bedside table de?ned in claim 1, 

wherein said ?rst releasable locking means includes a 
?rst locking member on said base and a ?rst cooperat 
ing member on said other of said ?rst and second post 
members, said ?rst locking member being cooperable 
with said ?rst cooperating member to lock said base to 
said other of said ?rst and second post members to 
maintain said vertical guide post assembly in an upright 
position of use relative to said base; and 

wherein said second releasable locking means in 
cludes a second locking member on- said one of 
said ?rst and second post members and a second 
cooperating member on said support means on 
said table top, said second locking member being 
cooperable with said second cooperating member 
to lock said vertical guide post assembly to said 
support means on said table top to maintain said 
table top in a horizontal position of use relative to 
said base and said vertical guide portion. 

3. A collapsible bedside table according to claim 2, 
wherein said ?rst cooperating member comprises a 
?ange extending outwardly of said other of said post 
members parallel and adjacent said base when said ver 
tical guide post assembly extends at a right angle to said 
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8 
base; and , _ - 

wherein said ?rst locking member comprises a sleeve 
' slidably secured to said base and adapted to slide 

, into coupling engagement with said ?ange to 
thereby lock said vertical guide post assembly in 
said right angle position relative to said base. 

4. A collapsible bedside table according to claim 2, 
wherein said second locking member comprises means 
de?ning a recess in the upper end portion of said one of 
said ?rst and second post members, when said table is 
assembled; and 

wherein said second cooperating member comprises 
an elongated latch member mounted for longitu 
dinal sliding movement on said support means, an 
end portion of said latch member being received in 
said recess when said table top means extends at a 
right angle to said vertical guide post assembly to 
thereby lock said table top means to said one of 
said ?rst and second post members. . 

5. A collapsible bedside table according to claim 4, 
including spring means secured between said support 
means and said latch member for normally urging said 
latch member toward said recess. 

* * * * * 


