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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

A receptacle for a stringed musical instrument consist 
ing of horizontally spaced restraining ?ngers having 
portions spaced outwardly from a support surface by a 
distance greater than the width of the instrument and 
a contact point on said surface positioned above said 
restraining ?ngers, and a wedge member angled out 
wardly from said surface below said fingers to cause 
the instrument to move outwardly against the fingers 
and rearwardly against the contact point when in 
serted downwardly betweensaid ?ngers. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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RECEPTACLE FOR STRINGED MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENT 

' BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A player of a stringed musical instrument, such as a 
guitar, usually keeps his instrument in the case or 
leaves it propped against the wall or lying on some 
piece of furniture. While stored in the case, the guitar is 
not readily available for use. When propped against the 
wall or laying on a shelf or piece of furniture, the instru 
ment is exposed to dropping or bumping which may 
damage or mar the instrument. 
Shops currently display instruments on shelvesor 

hang them from the neck of the instrument from wall 
mounted hooks or the instruments are propped on legs 
which incline the instrument about 20° from vertical. 
None of these devices holds the instrument securely. 
When the instrument is hung by a hook, it is up and out 
of the way but attachment to the hook is dif?cult 
because the hooks are usually above the head level to 
get the sound box high enough to be out of range of 
bumps. Also, there is a danger of bumping the tuning 
pins, thereby damaging them or getting the instrument 
out of tune. Floor racks have a disadvantage of requir 
ing a relatively large amount of ?oor space. Because 
the instrument is tilted to keep it in a stable position in 
the ?oor rack, its plane pro?le is much larger than an 
instrument held in approximate vertical position. Also 
?oor racks expose the entire instrument to bumps and 
since the instrument is loosely held, it is subject to 
possible toppling or overturning when bumped. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a receptacle for 
securely storing the instrument away from exposure to 
bumps and scratches while not in use. The receptacle is 
preferably attached to a wall or other structure at a lo 
cation above the ?oor so as to reduce the possibility of 
damage to the instrument. Also, while the instrument is 
held in the receptacle, it is continuously accessible and 
readily available so that the player will be inclined to 
use it more often. ‘The device is particularly useful in 
music shops where numerous instruments are displayed 
since the instruments can be easilyv inserted into and 
removed from the receptacle and does not take up 
floor space. The present device is designed to accom 
modate standard guitars, the sound boxes of which 
range slightly in thickness and width at the widest 
point. The receptacle accommodates the full range of 
size variation for standard instruments, and holds the 
instrument ?rmly while providing for easy insertion and 
removal of the instrument. ' 

A wedge is located below a pair of spaced retaining 
?ngers to move the lower, bottom edge of the sound 
box outwardly and downwardly until the top surface of 
the sound box engages the restraining ?ngers. At the 
same time, the wedge moves the top of the sound box 
rearwardly until the bottom surface engages a contact 
point. No further support of the instrumentis necessa 
ry. To store the instrument, it is only necessary to lower 
the sound box within the space de?ned by the ?ngers 
and it will automatically assume the above described 
storage position. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a receptacle incor~ 
porating the invention with the instrument removed. 

FIG. 2 is an elevational view of the receptacle with 
the instrument in place. 

FIG. 3 is a side elevation along line 3--3 of FIG. 2. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
' EMBODIMENT 

For purpose of illustration only, the invention is 
shown as comprising a frame 10 having a member 11 

‘ and two horizontal arms 12 and 14, extending from op 
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posite sides of member 11. The outer surface of the 
frame provides the mounting surface for the com 
ponents of the invention. The upper end 11a of 
member 11 carries a contact element 15 and the lower 
end 11b is bent outwardly from the plane of the frame 
at about 25° to form a wedge which can contact the 
back bottom edge of the sound box. Two restraining 
?ngers 18 and ‘19 have one leg 20 attached to the back 
of horizontal members 12 and 14, respectively, by 
suitable screw 21 and the other legs form restraining 
?nger portions 22 and 23, respectively, which are 
spaced outwardly from the horizontal arms and project 
inwardly substantially parallel to the arms towards one 
another. The bottom portions 18a and 19a of ?ngers l8 
and 19, respectively, have a length which is greater 
than the width of wall 24 of the musical instrument to 
be received. 

In use, the sound box 25 of the instrument is lowered 
substantially vertically downwardly between the ?ngers 
l8 and 19 until the inside bottom edge 26 at the bottom 
27 engages the wedge surface 11b. Thereafter, the 
lower portion of the sound box will be moved 
downwardly and outwardly by the wedge 11b until the 
top surface 28 of the sound box engages the ?nger por 
tions 22 and 23. At the same time, the bottom surface 
30 will engage the contact element 15 near the top of 
the sound box. Thereafter, the instrument will be 
securely held by the receptacle with the neck 31 of the 
instrument extending upwardly from the sound box. 
The two restraining ?ngers l8 and 19 can be fabricated 
of % inch by ‘A inch mild steel straps attached to the 
horizontal members, and the ?nger portions 22 and 23, 
contact element 15 and wedge 11b can be felt covered 
to protect the sound box. The contact element serves to 
protect the bottom surface of the instrument from the 
mounting surface of the frame. The complete device 
can be secured to the wall by the screws 21. 

It is understood that the restraining unit can be 
fabricated by attaching the restraining ?ngers, the 
wedge and the contact element directly to a wall sur 
face rather than to a unitary frame. Also, while the in 
vention has been described as sized for guitars, it also 
can be used for other portable stringed musical instru 
ments such as violins, banjos, mandolins, violas and 
bass violas. The device employs the force of gravity to 
keep the sound box in contact with the restraining ?n 
gets, the wedge and the contact point. Also, if a 
restraining clip were utilized to hold the sound box in 
contact with the above described components, then the 
unit could be employed to mount the instrument in a 
horizontal or inverted attitude. 
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In general, the unit employs the wedge in contact 
with the back edge 26 of the sound box to bring the top 
surface of the sound box into contact with the two 
restraining ?nger portions and the bottom surface in 
contact with the upper contact element as the instru 
ment is inserted, and the insertion and retention of the 
instrument is aided by the gravitational force on the in 
strument. 
What is claimed is: 
I. In combination with a stringed instrument having a 

sound box, a receptacle for mounting said sound box to 
a mounting surface, said sound box having top and bot 
tom surfaces and a wall thickness, 
two restraining ?ngers horizontally spaced apart and 

connected with said mounting surface, 
a wedge member located between and below said ?n 

gers and attached to said mounting surface, said 
wedge member projecting downwardly from a lo 
cation below said ?ngers and outwardly away from 
said surface, and 

a contact element located between and above said 
?ngers and attached to said mounting surface, 
said restraining ?ngers having portions substan 

tially parallel to and spaced from said mounting 
surface by an amount greater than said wall 
thickness, and engaging only the opposite edge 
portions of said top surface, 
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4 
said sound box being lowered substantially verti 

cally downwardly between said ?ngers and 
against said wedge, said wedge thereafter mov 
ing said top surface downwardly and outwardly 
into engagement with said ?nger portions and 
moving said bottom surface rearwardly against 
said contact point thereby placing the force of 
gravity at an angle to the downwardly and out 
wardly directed plane of said instrument, said 
contact point projecting slightly outwardly from 
said surface only by an amount required to hold 
said bottom surface away from said mounting 
surface, said sound box being thereafter held in 
slightly backwardly tilted position by the force 
of gravitation. 

2. A receptacle as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
mounting surface comprises a frame having a vertically 
extending member and horizontal arms extending to 
both sides of said member, said wedge comprising the 
lower end of said member and said contact point being 
located near the upper end of said member, said 
restraining ?ngers being attached to said horizontal 
arms. 

3. A receptacle as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
wedge member makes an angle of about 25° with said 
surface. 
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