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A jib sheet apparatus for a sailboat that includes a pair of 
cleat-block units mounted on opposite sides of the sailboat. 
Each cleat-block unit is tiltably resiliently supported above its 
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mounting point on the boat. A jib sheet has its opposite ends 
dead-ended on the cleat-block units, with the bight portions of 
the jib sheet travelling through such units and being releasably 
secured to such units by the cleat member thereof. 
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JIB SHEET APPARATUS FOR SAILBOATS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to the art of sailing 

and more particularly to improve jib sheet apparatus for sail 
boats. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Known jib sheet block arrangements for small sailboats, and 

particularly catamarans, are cluttered, complex and generally 
inadequate to withstand the heavy loads applied by a jib sheet 
in heavy winds. Additionally, it is dif?cult to secure and 
release the jib sheet when making a tack. This is especially 
true when the crewman handling the jib sheet is riding in a 
trapeze. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a major object of the present invention to provide a jib 
sheet apparatus for sailboats which is of compact yet rugged 
construction and which permits the jib sheet to lead at the 
proper angle during all conditions of sailing, and additionally 
makes it simple to secure and release such jib sheet as during a 
tack. 
Other objects and advantages of the present invention will 

become apparent from the following detailed description, 
when taken in conjunction with the appended drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a preferred form of a 
jib sheet apparatus embodying the present invention with the 
jib sheet appearing in a released position; 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but showing the jib sheet 
in a secured position; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of a cleat-block unit of said 
jib sheet apparatus; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4—4 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of said jib sheet block apparatus 

embodying the present invention mounted on a Catamaran 
sailboat; and 

FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 are top plan views of said sailboat showing 
the operation of said jib sheet block apparatus during a tack. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawings, a preferred form of jib sheet ap 
paratus embodying the present invention is shown mounted on 
a conventional catamaran sailboat S. Such apparatus includes 
a pair of like cleat-block units C-1 and C-2 carried on a pair of 
traveler tracks 10 and 12 mounted on opposite sides of the 
front cross-piece of the catamaran S. A continuous rope jib 
sheet 14 extends between the cleat-block units C-1 and C-2 
and a pair of conventional blocks 16 and 18 carried by the 
clew of jib said 20 of catamaran S. 
Each cleat-block units includes a bifurcated housing, 

generally designated 30, having a pair of side walls 32 and 34, 
with the upper portion of such side walls extending generally 
upwardly and rearwardly relative to the lower portion of such 
side walls. The upper end of each side wall is intregally formed 
with generally horizontal extending ear 36 and 38 respective 
ly. A generally U-shaped bracket 40 is secured to the outer 
surfaces of the lower portion of the housing side walls 32 and 
34 rivets 42. A horizontal pivot pin 44 extends through the 
upper ends of bracket 40 and the mid-portion of the housing 
side walls to rotatably support a sheave 46. A horizontally ex 
tending pin 48 extends across the upper portion of the housing 
side walls between aligned bores formed in such walls to 
de?ne an anchor for the dead ends of the jib sheet 14. 
A conventional cam cleat, generally designated 50, is rigidly 

af?xed to the underside of the afore-described ears 36 and 38 
by a pair of bolt and nut assemblies 52 and Y54. The cam cleat 
50 includes a pair of like jaws 56 and 58 provided with op 
posed teeth 60 that releasably grip the bight portion of the jib 
sheet 14, such jaws being spring-loaded towards one another. 
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A generally U-shaped jib sheet guide 62 is af?xed to the lower 
end of the bolt and nut assemblies 52 and 54 and the bight 
portion of the jib sheet 14 extends therethrough. 
The cam cleat units 01 and C-2 are supported above a pair 

of like, conventional deck mounts such as cars 66 and 68. Cars 
66 and 68 are slidably carried by a pair of traveler tracks 70 
and 72 secured to the opposite sides of the front cross-piece 
74 of catamaran S. Tracks 70 and 72 are formed with a plu 
rality of adjustment bores 76 that selectively receive a spring 
loaded stop 78 carried by each of the cars. Cam cleat units C-1 
and G2 are each resiliently supported above their cars by 
means of a coil spring 80 having its lower and upper ends 
seated upon a pair of vertically aligned cups 82 and 84, as 
shown particularly in FIG. 3. The upper cup 82 is provided 
with a depending eye 86 which movably interlocks with a 
complementary upstanding eye 88 having its lower end af?xed 
to the lower cup 84. Eyes 86 and 88 transfer tension from the 
cleat-blocks to their respective cars. The upper cup 82 is 
pivotally attached to the web of the bracket 40 by means of an 
upward extension of the eye 86 so that housing 30 may freely 
swivel relative to its respective car about a vertical axis. The 
lower cup 84 is rigidly af?xed to the end of car 66 opposite 
stop 78 by peening over the lower ends of such eye in comple 
mentary bores 90 formed in car 66. With this arrangement, 
each housing 30 is tiltably resiliently supported in a generally 
vertical position. 
As indicated particularly in FIGS. 1, 2 and 5, one end of jib 

sheet 14 is dead-ended to the anchor pin 48 of cam cleat unit 
C-l. From this point the jib sheet extends upwardly and for 
wardly through block 16 secured to a ring 92 attached to the 
clew of jib sail 20. The jib sheet 14 then extends downwardly 
and rearwardly through sheave 46 of cam cleat unit C-1 and 
then across the trampoline 94 of catamaran S and through the 
rear end of the other cam cleat unit C-2. From cam cleat C-2 
the jib sheet then extends forwardly and upwardly through the 
block 18 secured to ring 92 of the clew of jib sail 20. Finally, 
the jib sheet extends from block 18 to the anchor pin 46 of 
cleat-block unit C-2. 

In the operation of the afore-described jib sheet apparatus, 
the cars 66 and 68 will be set at the desired lateral adjustment 
relative to their traveler tracks 10 and 12 by means of stops 
78. Referring now to FIG. 6, assuming the catamaran S is inni 
tially sailing on a port tack. the port lead of the jib sheet 14 
will be free relative to the cam cleat of port cleat-block unit C 
2, while the starboard lead of the jib sheet will be secured in its 
desired position by engagement with the jaws of the cam cleat 
of the starboard cleat-block unit C-2. 

Referring now to FIG. 7, the catamaran S is shown traveling 
through the eye of the wind as it changes course from a port 
tack to a starboard tack. During such change in heading, the 
helmsman 100 and the crewman 102 will move across the 
trampoline from the port side thereof to the starboard side 
thereof. It should be noted that inasmuch as the jib sheet 14 
defines a complete loop, the bight portion thereof aft of the 
cleat-block units may be continuously held by the crewman 
102 as he changes positions from one side of the boat to the 
other, his hands sliding over the jib sheet. Immediately before 
beginning his movement across the trampoline from the port 
side thereof to the starboard side thereof, the crewman may 
release the jib sheet from the cleat-block unit C-l. Alterna 
tively, he may delay such release until the boat has started to 
tack so as to momentarily back-wind the jib and thereby assist 
in bringing the boat about. 
Upon reaching the opposite or starboard side of the tram 

poline the crewman 102 may immediately secure the jib sheet 
at the desired point for obtaining the proper angle of the jib 
20, as indicated in FIG. 8, the boat S in this ?gure being shown 
after it has completed the tack. It should be further noted that 
the yieldably tiltable and swivelling mounting of the cleat 
block units permit them to swivel and lean at the exact angle 
required by the position of the clew of the jib relative to such 
cleat block units. 
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It should be particularly noted that the aforedescribed jib 
sheet apparatus is particularly useful where the sailboat is pro 
vided with a trapeze for crewman 102 because'the jib sheet" 
can be readily released and resecured relative to the cleat 
block units even while the crewman is hanging from‘ the 
trapeze. It should also be noted that the housings 30 may be 
formed with a plurality of aligned bores 48a and 48b to selec-i 
tively receive the ends of pin 48 to thereby vary the angle as 
sumed by the cleatblock units. Additionally, wedges (not 
shown) may be interposed between ears 36 and 38 and their 
respective cam cleats 50 to accomplish the same purpose. 
Various modi?cations and changes may be made with 

respect to the foregoing detailed description without depart 
ing from the spirit of the present invention. 

Iclaim: 
1. Jib sheet apparatus for controlling the jib sail of a sail 

boat, comprising: 
a pair of like cleat-block units, each including a housing that 

carries a sheave and a cam cleat; 
deck mount means on said sailboat for each of said cleat 

block units; 
a jib sheet extending through said housing and the sheave 
and cam cleats thereof; and 

connection means interposed between each of said housings 
and its respective deck mount means that tiltably 
resiliently support each said housing in a generally verti 
cally extending position to receive said jib sheet while 
permitting said housing to swivel about a vertical axis 
under the in?uence of said jib sheet. 

2. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 1 wherein said ap 
paratus includes a pair of traveler tracks secured to opposite 
sides of said sailboats, and said deck mount means includes a 
pair of cars adjustably slidably carried by a respective traveler 
track. 

3. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 1 wherein each of 
said connection means includes upper and lower spring sup 
port elements, a spring interposed therebetween, a rigid con 
nection between said lower spring support element, and a 
swivel connection between said upper spring support element 
and its respective housing. 

4. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 1 wherein said ap 
paratus further includes block means on the clew of said jib 
sail, and said cleat-block units are each provided with an 

4 
anchor pin that receives the dead-ends of said jib sheet, with 
said jib sheets extending from said anchor pins through said 

‘ block means and then back through the sheaves and cam 
v‘ cleats of said cleat-block units. 
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5. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 2 wherein each of 
said connection means includes upper and lower spring sup 

' portlelements, a spring interposed therebetween, a rigid con_ 
nection between said lower spring support element, and a 
swivel connection between said upper spring support element 
and its respective housing. 

6. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 2 wherein said ap 
paratus further includes block means on the clew of said jib 
sail, and said cleat-block units are each provided with an 
anchor pin that receive the dead-ends of said jib sheet, with 
said jib sheets extending from said anchor pins through said 
block means and then back through the sheaves and cam 
cleats of said cleat-block units. 

7. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 3 wherein said ap 
paratus further includes block means on the clew of said jib 
sail, and said cleat-block units‘ are each provided with an 
anchor pin that receive the dead-ends of said jib sheet, with 
said jib sheets extending from said anchor pins through said 
block means and then back through the sheaves and cam 
cleats of said cleat-block units. 

8. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 3 wherein said 
spring support elements are cups, said spring is of the coil type 
having its upper and lower ends seated in said cups, and said 
cups are provided with interlocked eyes to transfer tension 
between said cups while permitting relative tilting 
therebetween. _ _ _ _ 

9. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 8 wherein said ap 
paratus includes a pair of traveler tracks secured to opposite 
sides of said sailboat, and said deck mount means includes a 
pair of cars adjustably slidably carried by a respective traveler 
track. 

10. Jib sheet apparatus as set forth in claim 9 wherein said 
apparatus further includes block means on the clew of said jib 
sail, and said cleat-block units are each provided with an 
anchor pin that receive the dead-ends of said jib sheet, with 
said jib sheets extending from said anchor pins through said 
block means and then back through the sheaves and cam 
cleats of said cleat-block units. 

* * * * * 


