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[57] ABSTRACT 

A top hinge structure for mounting a door on a cabinet such as 
a refrigerator cabinet so that with the same hinge plate and the 
same receiving means hingedly connecting the plate to the 
door the door may be mounted for either right-hand or leh 
hand opening and closing. 
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REVERSIBLE HINGE FOR REFRIGERATOR 
One of the features of this invention is to provide a hinge 

structure for a cabinet door comprising a top hinge plate hav 
ing a pair of opposite side edges each at an oblique angle to 
the centerline of the plate, a hinge pin member on the plate 
between its opposite edges, means for attaching the hinge 
plate to the cabinet top with one of the side edges of the plate 
adjacent a cabinet side and a corresponding door side and 
means on the door hingedly engaging the hinge pin member 
with the result that the hinge plate may be mounted on the 
cabinet top adjacent the selected side of the cabinet for hinged 
movement of the door in the corresponding direction. 
Other features and advantages of the invention will be ap 

parent from the following description of one embodiment 
thereof as shown in the accompanying drawings. Of the 
drawings: 

FIG. I is a fragmentary exploded perspective view of one 
embodiment of the invention with the door mounted for hing 
ing on the left side. 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. I but with the door mounted 
for movement in the opposite direction. 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of a hinge plate usable either in the em 
bodiment of FIG. I or FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is an edge elevational view of the plate of FIG. 3. 
In the embodiments of FIGS. 1 and 2 there is illustrated a 

cabinet I0 such as a household refrigerator cabinet with a 
front opening normally closed by a vertically mounted door II 
with this cabinet having a top 12 and sides 13 and 14. The 
door also has corresponding top 15 and side edges 21 and 22. 
The hinge structure for location at the top of the cabinet 

and door and for either left or right operation comprises a 
hinge plate 16 having a pair of opposite side edges 17 and 18 
each at an oblique angle to a centerline 19 of the plate. Any 
suitable bottom hinge structure (not shown) may be provided 
for use with the top hinge. 

Hinge plate 16 also carries between its opposite side edges 
17 and 18 a projecting hinge pin member 20. Means are pro 
vided for attaching hinge plate 16 to the cabinet top 12 with 
the side edge 17 adjacent cabinet side l3 and the correspond 
ing door side 21 or to the cabinet top 12 with the side edge 18 
adjacent cabinet side 14 and the corresponding door side 22. 
In the embodiments shown this attaching means comprises 
three screws 23 adapted to extend through three openings 24 
in a hinge plate l6 and to be held in three corresponding 
openings 25 in the cabinet top 12 for hinging on the left side 
and openings 30 for hinging on the right side. In the embodi 
merits illustrated each hinge plate 16 is also provided with a 
spacer plate 26 and a cover 27. ‘ 

The hinge structure also includes receiving means em 
bodied in a socket 28 or socket 31 for receiving the pin 20. In 
the embodiment illustrated the socket 28 and 31 are located at 
the top edge 15 of the door I I. 

In the embodiments illustrated the hinge pin member 20 is 
substantially symmetrical with respect to the side edges 17 and 
I8 which converge toward an end 29 of the plate 16 at which 
is located the pin 20. 
With the hinge structure of this invention it is only necessa 

ry to employ a single hinge plate 16 and cooperating attaching 
means for mounting the door 11 for hinging on the left side as 
illustrated in the embodiment of FIG. I or for mounting the 
door 11 for hinging on the right side as illustrated in the em 
bodiment of FIG. 2. In each of these embodiments the top 
hinge plate 16 is the same, the sockets 28 and 31 are the same 
and the attaching means 23, 26 and 27 are the same. The dif 
ference is that in the embodiment of FIG. 1 the one side edge 
I’! of the hinge plate 16 is positioned adjacent the cabinet side 
I3 while in the embodiment of FIG. 2 the side edge 18 of the 
hinge plate is positioned adjacent the other side 14 of the 
cabinet. 

In the embodiments illustrated cabinet I0 is an insulated 
refrigerator cabinet and the door I] is also insulated and each 
is mounted for opening in a desired direction depending upon 
the space available at the location of the refrigerator. This is 
possible because the hinge member is reversible and it is only 
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2 
necessary to provide a single top hinge plate 16 and associated 
structure for mounting the door for operation in either 
direction. 

Having described my invention as related to the embodi 
ments shown in the accompanying drawings, it is my intention 
that the invention be not limited by any of the details of 
description, unless otherwise speci?ed. 
We claim: 
I. A top hinge structure for use in mounting an upright door 

having a top, and left and right edges on a cabinet having a 
top, and left and right sides, comprising: a top hinge plate hav 
ing a pair of opposite, left and right, side edges each extending 
at an oblique angle toward a point on a center-line of the 
plate; a hinge member retained on said plate between its said 
opposite side edges; means for attaching said hinge plate to 
said cabinet top selectively with said left edge of said plate ad 
jacent and parallel to said cabinet left side or with said right 
side edge of said plate adjacent and parallel to said cabinet 
right side, and with said plate being cantilevered forwardly 
from said cabinet to have said hinge member disposed over 
the top of said door; and receiving means on said door for hin 
gedly engaging said hinge member with said hinge plate in 
either of said selective dispositions. 

2. The top hinge structure of claim 1 wherein said hinge 
member is substantially centered between said side edges of its 
respective plate. 

3. The top hinge structure of claim 2 wherein said side edges 
converge toward an end of said plate, and said hinge member 
is located adjacent said end. 

4. The top hinge structure of claim I wherein said hinge 
member comprises a pin and said receiving means comprises a 
socket means on said door for pivotally receiving said pin. 

5. A refrigerator structure comprising: a refrigerator 
cabinet having wall means de?ning right and left side walls 
and a front opening; a closure for said opening having a top 
and a bottom; bottom hinge means for hingedly mounting the 
bottom of the closure on the cabinet wall means; a reversible 
top hinge member for mounting the top of said closure to said 
wall means for selective left or righthand swinging of said clo 
sure relative to said opening, said top hinge member de?ning 
an end carrying a pivot connector means for pivotally engag 
ing the top edge of said closure. said top hinge member having 
right and left opposite sides converging toward said pivot con 
nector; means for mounting said top hinge member on said 
wall means selectively at the right or left opposite sides of said 
top hinge member substantially parallel respectively to said 
right or left refrigerator side walls. 

6. A top hinge structure for use in mounting an upright door 
having a top, and left and right edges on a cabinet having a 
top, and left and right sides. comprising: a top hinge plate hav 
ing a pair of opposite, left and right, side edges each extending 
at an oblique angle toward a point on a centerline of the plate, 
said hinge plate including a planar wide end and a planar nar 
row end extending parallel to and spaced from the plane of 
said wide end; a hinge member retained on said narrow end of 
said plate between its said opposite side edges; means for at 
taching said wide end of said hinge plate to said cabinet top 
selectively with said left edge of said plate adjacent and paral 
lel to said cabinet left side or with said right side edge of said 
plate adjacent and parallel to said cabinet right side, and with 
said narrow end of said plate being cantilevered forwardly 
from said cabinet to have said hinge member disposed over 
the top of said door; and receiving means on said door for hin 
gedly engaging said hinge member, with said hinge plate in 
either of said selective dispositions. 

7. The top hinge structure of claim 6 wherein said wide end 
of the hinge plate includes a plurality of holes arranged sym 
metrically to said centerline of the plate, and said hinge 
member is disposed at said centerline. 

8. The top hinge structure of claim 6 wherein said narrow 
end is spaced above the plane of said wide end when the hinge 
plate is attached to said cabinet top in either of said selective 
dispositions. 
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9. The tap hinge structure of claim 6 wherein said hinge 
member comprises a pin having a head overlying said hinge 
piate and a shank extending downwardly through said narrow 
end of the hinge plate. 
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