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ORNAMENTAL DEVICE 
This invention relates to jewelry articles and speci?cally to a 

jewelry article adapted to releasably hold various ornamental 
objects. 
A large number of ornamental devices are currently com 

mercially available. A common requirement of such devices is 
that they be visually attractive. The attractive appearance is 
usually achieved by providing a lustrous or a colorful setting, 
or by providing an ornamental object such as a precious stone 
which is inherently attractive. Generally a setting and oma 
mental object are combined and .secured together prior to 
purchase by a customer. Such combinations are offered for 
sale in this form at retail outlets and there is usually no choice 
for the customer, that is, no interchangeability of the settings 
and objects. Thus, for example, if the customer prefers one 
setting with another ornamental object which is o?'ered for 
sale in a second setting, little success in obtaining the desired 
combination is possible, since it is usually dif?cult to remove 
one object from its setting and transfer it to another setting. 
The jeweler may readily reset a precious stone, but other 
jewelry items such as cu?links, pendants and even rings are 
sold as presented with no option for change. 
To a lesser extent, this same problem confronts the 

customer when a selection of an item of personal jewelry is to 
be made. Once a product is purchased, interchangeability of 
jewelry settings has been impractical. With the structure of the 
present invention, it is possible for a consumer to replace one 
ornamental object with another in a given setting, thus 
enabling a given item of jewelry to be modi?ed or altered to 
conform to the dictates of style or whim. Thus jade earrings 
designed to go with a green dress can be changed to coral ear 
rings designed to go with a different out?t. 
One speci?c form of jewelry to which interchangeability of 

objects is most desirable comprises a coin as the central object 
held in a coin frame setting. Different coins, even those ap 
proximately of the same size, in the past had to have coin 
frames more or less hand-tailored to fit the particular coin. 
The problem here is complicated by the fact that bonding 
materials, such as solder, cannot be used with United States 
coins because of laws against defacing those coins. Hence a 
person who wanted a coin framed would take his coin to a 
jeweler, who, in turn, would have to ship it to the coin frame 
manufacturer where the frame would be ?tted. This was time 
consuming and expensive, but even more signi?cantly, from a 
commercial point of view, it met with great consumer re 
sistance, the owner of a coin, particularly a rare one, would 
not want to part with it. 

It is the primary object of this invention therefore to provide 
jewelry articles which are characterized by a setting which is 
releasably secured to the ornamental object in the article. 

It is another object of this invention to provide articles of 
jewelry in which the ornamental object is interchangeable 
with settings of other similar articles of jewelry. 

It is still another object of this invention to provide an arti 
cle of jewelry for holding valuable coins without defacing the 
coins and with a structure which is readily assembled by the 
purchaser without the need for the special skills of the manu 
facturer. 
The aforementioned objects are satis?ed by an article of 

jewelry comprising a setting having ?rst and second parts 
releasably secured together and an ornamental object posi 
tioned between and held in position by the parts. The setting 
comprises a ?rst part having an opening therein through which 
the ornamental object may be viewed. The second part is 
adapted to be joined to the first part in an interlocking engage 
ment, and to support the central object against the opening in > 
the ?rst part. A member is connected to one of the parts and is 
effective to support the jewelry article in a carrying position 
such as when the article is worn for personal adornment. 

In the preferred embodiment, the securing means is on the 
?rst part and comprises a plurality of ?exible tab means pro 
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jecting outwardly and adapted to ?ex over the second part I 
into locking engagement therewith. As a result of this struc 
ture, the tab means never touch the ornamental object which 75 

2 
is placed between parts since ‘they are pressed against a 
locking surface of the second part and not against the orna 
mental object. Preferably, the second part is provided with a 
plurality of receptacles in the backing surface which function 
to receive the projecting tabs in a non-slidable engagement. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the ?rst part of the 
jewelry setting comprises a circular rim having a ?ange ex 
tending radially inwardly from the front surface of the rim. 
This ?ange holds the ornamental object within the rim and 
de?nes the opening through which the object is viewed. The 
second setting part also comprises a circular member, 
preferably a plate, which is adapted to frictionally engage the 
inside peripheral surface of the rim. The ornamental object 
may be a circular disc having decorative indicia on a surface 
thereof or a plurality of precious stones or other ornamental 
elements affixed thereto. In another embodiment, the object 
comprises a coin and the setting therefore comprises a coin 
frame. In all of these arrangements the member which is useful 
for supporting the jewelry article in a carrying position when it 
is worn for personal adornment may comprise any one of con 
ventional'securing means such as a cuf?ink clasp bar or other 
clasping means of the type normally used for such devices 
such as money clips, belt buckles, and even ?nger rings. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing, and to such other 

objects as may hereinafter appear, the present invention re 
lates to an article of jewelry as de?ned in the appended claims, 
and as described with reference to the following drawing in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the component parts of the 
jewelry article of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of a jewelry article formed 
with the components of FIG. I, and including a coin as the or 
namental object; 

FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of the article illustrated in 
FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view taken on the line 4-4 of 
FIG. 3; , 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a money clip as an article of 
jewelry typical of the invention; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a cufflink as another article 
of jewelry typical of the invention; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a belt buckle comprising still 
another article of jewelry of the invention; and 

FIG. 8 illustrates a front elevational view of a ?nger ring 
comprising one more jewelry article of the invention. 

Referring to the drawing, and speci?cally to FIG. 1, an arti 
cle of jewelry generally designated 10 is shown prior to as 
sembly. The article 10 comprises a ?rst part 12, a second part 
14 which together comprise the setting of the article, and an 
interposed ornamental object 16. The ?rst part 12 is shown as 
a circular rim member 18 which includes a plurality of secur 
ing means here shown as tabs 20 projecting outwardly from 
the rear part 21 of the rim. A radially extending ?ange 22 pro 
jects inwardly from the front part 24 of the rim 18 and holds 
the element 16 when it is positioned between the parts as 
shown in FIGS. 2 — 7. The ?ange 22 de?nes an opening 26 
through which the element 16 is viewable, as best shown in 
FIG. 2. 
The second part 14 is shown in FIG. 1 as a circular member 

28 having a plurality of receptacles 30 to receive tabs 20 in 
locking engagement when the latter are ?exed. These recepta 
cles 30 serve as a means for locating the tabs against the cross 
pieces 31 of the member 28 and to prevent relative rotation of 
the parts 12 and 14. As shown in FIG. 4, the article 10 when 
assembled is characterized by a relatively smooth surface 
pro?le because of the indented receiving area of receptacles 
30. 

In assembling the article 10, the object 16 is placed within 
the rim 18 and against the ?anged portion 22. It is thereby ex 
posed at its front face through the opening 26, and is held 
against movement through that opening by the ?ange 22. The 
member 28 is then positioned behind the object 16, and within 
the inside surface 32 of the rim 18. This member 28 is 
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preferably designed to frictionally engage the inside rim sur 
face 32 but to be capable of sliding motion relative to the rim 
so that it may be placed in and removed from the inner portion 
thereof. After placement of the member 28 within the rim 18, 
the tabs 20 are bent downwardly toward and into the recepta 
cles 30 until they engage the member 28. This is best shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4. The member 28 as well as the object 16 are 
held tightly by the tabs 30 so that relative rotation of these 
parts is not possible after assembly. However, the connection 
of parts 12 and 14 is not made permanent by tabs 20. In fact, 
the object 16 is removable from the assembly by simply lifting 
the tabs to their extended position (FIG. 1), pulling out 
member 28 from within rim l8 and then withdrawing object 
16. A different object may then be substituted and assembly of 
article 10 is thereafter carried out in the same manner as set 
forth above. 
A member designated generally by the numeral 34 is opera 

tively connected to one of the parts 12 or 14, and is useful to 
support the article of jewelry 10 in a carrying position when 
the article is used for personal adornment. In FIGS. 1 to 3 this 
member is shown as a pair of rings 36 and 38. Ring 36 is sol 
dered or brazed to a supporting plate 40 which is secured on 
the surface of the rim 18, and ring 38 is positioned within ring 
36. This particular supporting arrangement is useful for carry 
ing the article on a chain such as a necklace or a bracelet. As a 
result, the article of jewelry illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 3, is readi 
ly adapted for use as a charm, pendant or the like. Other sup 
porting members 34 may take the various forms shown in 
FIGS. 5 through 8. In FIG. 5, for example, the member 34 
comprises a resilient clasp bar 42 which is secured at a looped 
portion44 to the rim [8 of the ?rst part 12. This bar may be 
useful for attaching the article of jewelry 10 illustrated in FIG. 
5 to a necktie so that it functions as a tie ornament. Moreover, 
this type of support member 34 is also useful for holding a bill 
fold, and thus, the article 10 in FIG. 5 may also be used as a 
money clip. 

In FIG. 6, the member 34 is shown as a cuf?ink clasp bar 46 
which is pivotally connected at joint 48 to another bar 50 
shown in broken lines. This bar 50 is soldered to the backplate 
28, preferably at the central portion thereof. As such the arti 
cle shown in FIG. 6 comprises a cufl'link and the object 16 
framed by the article 10 may have any suitable decoration 
such as that of an inscribed bird. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a support member 34 comprising a buckle 
52 which is attached to the rim 18 by a suitable bonding agent 
such as solder. The article shown therefore is useful as a belt 
buckle and the object 16 appropriately contains initials of the 
wearer. 

FIG. 8 illustrates still another article of jewelry - a ?nger 
ring 54. The ring 54 comprises a supporting member 34 which 
can be a conventional ?nger-encircling part 56 composed of 
any suitable material, such as gold or silver. A back plate 58 
may be secured to the upper portion of the ring, that back 
plate 58 corresponding to the second part 14, and preferably 
being provided with receptacle 30, such those illustrated in 
connection with the member 28 of the previously described 
embodiments. An appropriately shaped ?rst part 12, similar to 
that described in the preceding embodiments, is adapted to be 
used in conjunction with the back plate 58, an ornamental ob 
ject 16 being positioned on the back plate 58 and held in place 
by the part 12. . 
One of the important features of the article of jewelry 10 il 

lustrated in the drawing is that the setting is separable into 
frame parts 12 and 14. The ability of the article 10 to be disas 
sembled by simply erecting the tabs 20 and removing the 
backplate 28 and the object 16 imparts a great degree of ?exi 
bility to the article 10 and enables various kinds of ornamental 
objects 16 to be used with a single setting. Such a structure is 
most advantageous to the manufacturer and retailer. For,ex-' 
ample, the belt buckle shown in FIG. 7 may be sold with discs 
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16 having the proper initials as an off the shelf item without 
any delay for engraving time. Thus a plurality of discs 16 hav 
ing different kinds of initials or different ornamentation may 

separately stocked by the manufacturer or retailer, and a 
selection of both setting and matching objects may be made by 
the customer at the point of sale. The ?exibility of the article 
10 is even further emphasized when it is considered that the 
ring 54 shown in FIG. 8 may be similarly modified to include 
di?'erent ornamental objects 16 whenever desired. Thus a sin 
gle ring setting may be used to carry one of a number of dif 
ferent objects and thereby effectively may be stocked by the 
retailer and used by him to produce any one of a plurality of 
?nished rings. 
Another important aspect of the structure described is that 

it is useful as a coin holder as shown in FIG. 2. In the past in 
dividuals having valuable coins and wishing to decoratively ar~ 
range the coins in a proper setting have not been able to satisfy 
their wishes unless the coin is given to the coin frame manu 
facturer for setting. With the subject structure, however, the 
frame itself, in the form of the first and second parts 12 and 14 
may be stocked by the jeweler, and he can assemble the coin 
in his store without damage to the coin. Reluctance on the 
part of the customer to release valuable coins to the mails for 
such framing is no longer a factor; the framing can be done by 
the neighborhood jeweler, even while the customer waits and 
watches. ~ 

From the foregoing it will be appreciated that the article of 
jewelry described presents a novel structure which is ad 
vantageous for manufacture and retailer and even the con 
sumer. This article is adapted to accept ornaments of various 
kinds, thereby enabling the interchange of settings and objects v 
without di?iculty. The article is therefore uniquely different 
and refreshingly variable and thus a major contribution to the 
jewelry art. 

Although several embodiments of the invention have been 
illustrated and described, it will be apparent that additional 
modi?cations of the invention may be made without departing 
from the scope of the invention as de?ned in the following 
claims. 

Iclaim: 
1. An article of jewelry comprising a ?rst part having an 

opening therein, an ornamental element positioned at said 
opening so as to be viewable therethrough, a second part 
removably connected to said ?rst part and effective to 
releasably support said ornamental element between said 
parts, securing means operatively connected to one of said 
parts and extending outwardly therefrom and effective to ?ex 
into and out of engagement with the other of said parts 
thereby to removably connect said parts, and a member 
operatively connected to one of said parts and effective to 
support said article in a carrying position when said article is 
used for personal adornment, said securing means comprising 
a plurality of ?exible tab means projecting outwardly from 
said one part and adapted to ?ex over said other part into 
locking engagement therewith, said other part provided with a 
plurality of receptacles having open tops and bottom walls, 
said bottom walls extending over said ornamental element, 
having outwardly disposed end edges located radially at least 
as far outwardly as the periphery of said ornamental element, 
said ?exed tab means being bent around said end edges and 
onto said bottom walls of said receptacles respectively and 
being substantially completely received in said receptacles 
during said locking engagement, whereby said tab means 
retain said second part on said ?rst part against rotational and 
axial movement, said ornamental element is protected against 
damage from said tabs and from the bending of said tabs, and > 
the wearer of the article of jewelry is protected against 
damage or injury from said tabs. 

2. The article of claim 1, in which said supporting member is 
mounted on said ?rst part. 
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