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[57] ABSTRACT 

A paper or fabric pattern strip adapted for use in making the 
pleated upper section of a drapery panel. Two such pattern 
strips may be used for forming the pleated section of a pair of 
drapes for a single window —- each pattern strip being adapted 
for use in forming the opposite side hems and return or border 
areas and in uniformly spacing the pleated areas of a drapery. 
By use of the pattern strip of the invention, several widths of 
fabric may be hemmed and pleated to a certain width with the 
pleated drapery of each fabric width having uniform pleat 
spacings and spacings equal to the pleat spacings of each other 
fabric width. The pattern strip means preferably is in two em 
bodiments adapted for use respectively in forming an odd 
number of pleats or an even number of pleats in the pleated 
upper section of a drapery panel. 

8 Clairm, 9 Drawing Figures 
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DRAPERY PLEATING PATTERN MEANS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
It relates to domestic sewing procedures generally and par 

ticularly to the forming of pleats in drapery material. 
2. Description of the Prior Art 
Heretofore, the typical homemaker formed the pleated area 

in drapery material by trial and error method and by pinning 
and adjusting the pleats or pleat widths to obtain a desired 
number and spacing of the pleated drapery section. Also, in 
buying the material for sewing the draperies, the typical 
homemaker was limited in the selection of fabric patterns or 
widths. In the usual procedure of forming a drapery panel, the 
typical homemaker selected fabric from a particular width of 
material having the desired pattern. Generally, a particular 
pattern desired was correlated to a particular width of materi 
al in sewing draperies in prior art practice. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention substantially obviates the difficulty in 
?guring drapery fullness, pleat spacing, fabric requirements, 
?nished size and matching pleat spacings, and is especially 
useful when draping two or more areas of different width in a 
single room or area where the drapery pleat spacings should 
present a uni?ed appearance. The ?guring of the drapery is 
readily accomplished by utilizing a substantially simple pat 
tern strip which is adapted for use with substantially any of the 
more common fabric widths or combination of widths. Five 
different pattern strips are adapted to be used in forming ?ve 
?nished widths of the more common drapery pairs and in 
widths 50, 75, I00, I25, and 150 inches and to accommodate 
the more commonly required drapery window widths. By 
utilizing the pattern strip means of the present invention, a 
homemaker may have a wider choice of fabric patterns and 
widths of fabric material. The pattern strip means of the inven 
tion provides means for accurately forming the side hems of a 
drapery panel and results in less waste of fabric material. The 
pattern strip means is preferably formed of thin paper material 
and is disposable after use, if desired. It is easy to use and 
requires negligible skill or practice to use pro?ciently; a 
novice can accurately mark the side hems and pleats of a 
drapery panel and accurately form the drapery to a desired 
pleated width. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the pat 
tern strip means of the invention adapted for forming a 
pleated drapery having an odd number of pleat sections. 

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating the use of the pattern strip em 
bodiment of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a face view of an end section of the pattern strip 
means of FIG. 1 and shown in an in-use disposition. 
F IG. 4 is a face view of the center section of the pattern strip 

means ofFIG. 1. 

FIG. 5 is a front face view of a second embodiment of the 
pattern strip means adapted for forming an even number of 
pleat sections in a drapery. 

FIG. 6 is a view of the center section part of the drapery pat 
tern strip of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is a table showing various factors considered in form 
ing pleated draperies and by utilizing the pattern strip means 
of the invention. 

FIG. 8 illustrates the use of the invention in forming a 
pleated drapery from a combination of fabric widths (approxi 
mately one and one-half fabric widths illustrated). 

FIGS. 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d and 9e illustrate sequentially the several 
steps in forming a pleated drapery section. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The ?rst embodiment of the invention, indicated by nu 
meral 11, is adapted for use in forming an odd number of 
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pleats in a drapery section D (see FIGS. 1 — 5, 8 and 9a — 9e). 
Embodiment 11 preferably includes three sets of markings in 
dicated respectively by numerals 1, 2 and 3 arranged symmet 
rically respectively on opposite sides of a center indicated by 
numeral 13. Each set of markings 1, 2 and 3 are adapted for 
use in forming left and right arranged hem marks 15L, 15R 
and a plurality of pleat marks 17 on the fabric material (see 
FIGS. 1, 2 and 3). Hem and pleat marks 15L, 15R; 17 demar 
cate the drapery section D into left and right hemmed areas 
l9, 19; left and right border areas 21, 21; and a plurality of al 
ternatingly arranged pleat and space areas respectively 23, 25. 
Each set of markings 1, 2 and 3 are con?gured alike with 

equal spacing between adjacent pleat marks 17, 17 de?ning 
each space area 25 of the fabric, but with different spacing 
respectively between adjacent pleat marks l7, l7 de?ning 
pleated areas 23. As an example, each space distance and 
each pleat distance of a set of markings of the three sets of 
markings 1, 2 and 3 are relatively of equal extent. Also, a 
space distance of one set of markings corresponds in extension 
substantially with a space distance of another set of markings. 
It is substantially only a pleat distance of one set of markings 
which varies with a pleat distance of another set of markings. 
With reference to FIG. 3, it will be noted that a space distance 
indicated s’ of set of markings 1 is substantially the same in ex 
tension as a space marking s” of the second set of markings in 
dicated 2. Further, it will be noted that a pleat distance p’ of 
set of markings indicated 1 is somewhat longer than a pleat 
distance p" of the second set of markings indicated 2. 

It will be noted that the left and right hem marks 15L, 15R 
and the plurality of pleat marks 17 which are formed on the 
drapery material is indicated only with reference to the ?rst 
set of markings indicated 1. It will, of course, be understood 
that for marking the material at the respective sets of marks 
indicated 2 and 3, the pencil or chalk marks (not shown) will 
be placed in alignment respectively with the markings in 
dicated 2 and 3 of pattern strip 11. 

FIG. 8 illustrates a pattern strip 11 adapted for forming an 
odd number of pleats P in a drapery panel formed from ap 
proximately one and one-half widths of fabric material. FIG. 8 
illustrates only one set of markings, indicated 1, for purposes 
of clarity. It will, of course, be understood that the one and 
one-half fabric widths are sewn together along a seam in‘ 
dicated 27 before the material is marked out for the pleating 
procedure. The border distances indicated b’, b" respectively 
of sets of markings indicated 1 and 2 preferably each are of 
standard dimensions (approximately 3% inches). With 
reference to the set of markings indicated 1 and to F IG. 3, the 
distance from hem mark 15R to the nearest pleat mark 17 in 
that particular set de?nes the border distance b’ of the pattern 
strip. 
The second embodiment of the invention is indicated by nu 

meral 11’ and is adapted for use in forming an even number of 
pleats in a drapery upper section (see FIGS. 5 and 6). The pat~ 
tern strip 11’ preferably includes three sets of markings in 
dicated in like manner as ?rst embodiment 11 and respective 
ly by numerals or symbols 1, 2 and 3. Second embodiment 11', 
in like manner to embodiment 11, is demarcated with a lon 
gitudinal center, indicated 13’; left and right hem marks 
respectively 15L’, 15R’; and a plurality of pleat marks, in 
dicated respectively 17'. In like manner to ?rst embodiment 
11, the pleat markings 17’ of second embodiment l1’ de?ne 
an alternatingly arranged series of pleat and space distances 
arranged between opposite hem marks 15L’, 15R’ (the pleat 
and space distances of set of markings indicated 1, is generally 
indicated respectively by letters p and s in FIG. 5). 
The primary distinction between the pattern strip means of 

the ?rst and second embodiments of the invention may readily 
be seen by comparing FIGS. 4 and 6. The ?rst embodiment of 
the pattern strip, illustrated in FIG. 4, is provided with a pleat 
distance at the longitudinal center 13 which is indicated 
generally by letter p’ bracketing the pleat distance of set of 
markings indicated 1. In contrast, FIG. 6 of the second em 
bodiment is provided with pleat marking means demarcating a 
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space distance s at the longitudinal center 13’. Since the space 
distances in each of the embodiments is substantially uniform 
for each set of markings, the ?rst pleat marks respectively on 
opposite sides of longitudinal center 13’ of second embodi 
ment 11' are spaced substantially equidistantly from center 
13' for each set of markings 1, 2 and 3 (see FIG. 6). This is in 
contrast to the pleat markings for each set of markings of em 
bodiment 11 wherein the pleat markings for the center pleat 
of the ?rst and second sets of markings are arranged respec 
tively in incremental arrangement on opposite sides of the Ion 
gitudinal center 13 (see FIG. 4). ' 

A border distance is de?ned on each end of embodiment 
11' for each set of markings indicated 1, 2 and 3. The left and 
right border distances of the ?rst set of markings indicated 1 
of the second embodiment are indicated in FIG. 5 by letters b, 
b. It will, of course, be understood that the second and third 
set of markings indicated 2 and 3 of the second embodiment 
also are arranged for forming the typical return or border area 
of a ?nished pleated drapery section. 
Each embodiment 11 and 11' is illustrated and described as 

having three sets of markings indicated respectively 1, 2 and 3. 
Although three sets of markings preferably are formed on 
each pattern strip 11 or 11’, it may be desirable to form a pat 
tern strip having two, four or more sets of markings. 
Preferably, the hem marks indicated generally by numeral 15 
are of different form than are the pleat marks indicated 
generally by numeral 17. The distinction between the hem 
marks and pleat marks 15, 17 may be as seen in the drawings 
and with the hem marks 15 being formed transversely across 
the strip and with the pleat marks being indicated each by an 
arrow pointing toward the straight working edge 29 of a 
respective pattern strip. If desired, contrasting color means 
may be used in lieu of or in addition to the symbol markings 
for each set of markings indicated 1, 2 and 3; if desired, the 
sets of markings 1, 2 and 3 may each be formed ofa color con 
trasting to the colors of the other two sets of markings for 
readily distinguishing a selected set of markings. 
The pattern strip means of the invention preferably is mar 

keted by packaging a pair of pattern strips 11, 11 or 11’, 11’ in 
a single package and may include pins and other sewing 
material necessary for the drapery-making procedure. With 
reference to FIG. 7, it will be noted that there is preferably 
provided ?ve different lengths of pattern strips adapted for 
forming a ?nished pair of draperies 50, 75, 100, 125 or 150 
inches. With further reference to FIG. 7, it will be noted that 
the pair of draperies 50, 100, and 150 inches wide each 
require the use ofa pair of pattern strips 11, 11 and with each 
strip of the pair of pattern strips being adapted to form an odd 
number of pleats. In like manner, a pair of pattern strips 11’, 
11' are adapted to be used in forming a pair of ?nished drape 
ries of 75 or 125 inches and with the pattern strip of each pair 
being adapted for use in forming an even number ofpleats. 
A pair of pattern strips 11, 11 or 11', 11' is preferably mar 

keted with printed matter exhibited on the package exterior 
showing the ?nished width of a pair of draperies and also 
preferably includes a recommended width of fabric for use in 
forming one pair of draperies. As an example, a drapery pat 
tern package may be provided with the following information: 
Recommended widths of fabric for one pair of draperies 75 

inches wide: 
35 - 36 -- Four widths (sew two widths each side) 
44 - 45 -- Three widths (sew one and one-half widths each 

side) 
47 - 48 -- Three widths (sew one and one-half widths each 

side) 
50 — 52 -- Three widths (sew one and one-half widths each 

side) 
For example, should the homemaker desire to form a pair of 

draperies 75 inches wide from material 44 inches wide, she 
may proceed in forming each drapery half of 37% inches in 
the following manner: A raw edged drapery panel is formed by 
sewing one and one-half width of the material together as 
along a seam line 27 (see FIG. 8). The user then places a pat 
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4 
tern strip 11 of the pair of pattern strips 11, 11 on the drapery 
upper section, and after centering the strip to the center of the 
material, pins the pattern strip to the material. The user may 
then crease the pattern strip and material respectively along 
the center of each and bring the end edges together as in 
dicated by the arrows in FIG. 2. The user may then determine 
which set of the markings l, 2 or 3 may be used for forming 
the drapery. A typical hemmed edge is of minimum 1% inch 
width which amounts to between three and four inches of the 
material of a hemmed panel. The user, by observing the over 
lap of material at each hem mark 15L, 15R of the three sets of 
markings may readily determine which set of markings to use 
in marking and laying out the drapery material. As an exam 
ple, should less than 1% inches of the material extend op 
positely past the opposite hem marks of set of markings in 
dicated 1, the user would drop back to the second set of 
markings (indicated 2) and hem to the hem marks 15, 15 
which are indicated by symbols on numerals 2 of the 
markings. In like manner, should there not be su?icient 
material extending past the second hem mark to obtain a 
preferred 1% inch hem, the user may drop back to the third 
hem marks and use the third set of markings throughout in 
forming the ?nished pleated drapery. 
With reference to FIG. 7, it will be noted that a 371/2 

?nished pleated drapery panel or half pair of draperies may be 
formed from substantially three different hemmed panel 
widths, respectively 62, 66 or 72 inches wide. Such procedure 
permits the homemaker to select a desired pattern from one of 
the four fabric widths and to accurately lay out and mark a 
drapery upper section. It will be noted that the pleat spacings 
of each pattern strip 11 or 11' is substantially the same in ex 
tension and varies approximately only 1A inch and from ap 
proximately 4% inches to 41/2 inches. The pleat distances of 
the pattern strips vary somewhat and in the pleating 
procedures each pleat may vary in pleated material from ap 
proximately three inches to 4% inches depending on the par 
ticular pattern strip and fabric width utilized in forming the 
drapery. The left and right border distances of each pattern 
strip demarcate respectively the return and overlap areas of a 
finished drapery and preferably each are of typical 3% inch 
extension. 
The pattern strip means of the invention is adapted for 

forming a pair of symmetrical reversible draperies adapted to 
be reversed to reduce fading or sun exposure and a pleated 
drapery panel may be turned 180 inches and reversed or a pair 
of drapery panels may be reversible relative to the left and 
right sides of the window. Only a single pattern strip 11 or 11' 
is utilized in forming a single pleated drapery panel for certain 
large size windows or such windows having a so-called one 
way draw type drapery. 
The various steps in forming a pleated drapery are illus 

trated in FIGS. 9a — 9e: Pleat and hem marks P and H are 
formed on the drapery material D by using a pattern strip 11 
or 11’ and demarcating the material respectively into hem 
areas 19, border areas 21, and alternatingly arranged pleat 
and space areas respectively 23, 25 by marking on the materi 
al with chalk or the like at the particular set of markings, 1, 2, 
or 3 chosen as heretofore described. The hemmed areas 25 
each are preferably double folded and secured by thread 
means 31. The series of pleat areas 23 each are then gathered 
into a single pleat 33 and secured by thread means 35 (see 
FIG. 90). Each pleat 33 may then be formed into pinch pleats 
37 and secured by thread means 39. FIG. 9e illustrates a 
?nished pleated drapery upper section. 

lclaim: 
l. A pattern strip adapted for use in making a drapery 

pleated upper section from drapery material and for use in 
forming opposite side ends, opposite border areas and the 
pleat areas of the drapery material, said pattern strip having at 
least two sets of ?xed markings formed on the longitudinal ex 
tension of said strip; each set of markings including a left and a 
right hem mark spaced apart longitudinally of the strip and a 
series of pleat marks arranged between said hem marks and 
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demarcating said strip into a plurality of intermittently ar 
ranged pleat distances with each pleat distance being equal in 
length to each other pleat distance, with the spacing between 
each adjacent two pleat distances being substantially equal, 
and with the border distances from each hem mark to the 
nearest pleat mark being substantially equal; said two sets of 
markings each being generally symmetrically arranged rela 
tive to a common center between respective left and right hem 
marks; said two sets of markings having an equal number of 
pleat distances with each pleat distance of one set of markings 
being longer than each pleat distance of the other set of 
markings; each border distance of one set of markings being 
substantially equal to each border distance of the other set of 
markings, each said spacing between adjacent pleat distances 
of one of said two sets of markings being substantially equal to 
each said spacing between adjacent pleat distances of the 
other of said two sets of markings; and means formed on the 
strip for distinguishing one set of markings from the other set 
of markings. 

2. A pattern strip as de?ned in claim 1 wherein each set of 
markings includes pleat marks demarcating an odd number of 
pleat distances. 
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6 
3. A pattern strip as de?ned in claim 1 wherein each set of 

markings includes pleat marks demarcating an even number 
of pleat distances. 

4. A pattern strip as de?ned in claim 1 which additionally 
includes a centerline mark formed on said strip at a common 
center position respectively between the left and right hem 
marks of said two sets of markings. 

5. A pattern strip as de?ned in claim 1 wherein the left and 
right hem marks of each set of markings are of form in con 
trast to the pleat marks. 

6. A pattern strip as de?ned in claim 5 wherein said means 
for distinguishing one set of markings from the other set of 
markings includes like symbols formed at each mark of a set of 
markings distinguishable from like symbols formed at each 
mark of the other set of markings. 

7. A pattern strip as de?ned in claim 6 wherein one set of 
markings are formed of a color contrasting to the color of the 
other set of markings. 

8. The pattern strip of claim 1 which is formed of thin paper 
material adapted to be disposed of after use. 

* * * * * 


