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CONTAINERS 

The present invention relates to a container, and particu 
larly to a leak~proof light-weight shipping container for the 
shipment of fresh ?sh, cut-up chicken, and in general any 
product requiring ice for cooling during transit. 
At present shippers of fresh ?sh use wooden ?llet boxes 

containing crushed ice and ?sh ?llets. These boxes, however, 
are not leak-proof and therefore are not acceptable for trans 
portation on certain railways. 
The container of the present invention is formed of plastic 

material, which results in a light-weight, leak-proof and 
economical construction. 

In addition the container of the invention is provided with a 
closure member or cover which is secured to the container 
during shipment and which may be sealed, for example by a 
serial numbered seal, to protect both the shipper and con 
signee from pilferage. 
Moreover the container is re-usable, and two or more such 

containers are stackable one on top of the other in a stable in 
terlocking manner to ensure against tipping and to gain the 
most advantageous freight rates. 
As fresh ?sh and cut-up chicken in particular, must not be 

immersed in water and yet must be kept cool by the presence 
of ice, the container of the invention is provided with a well in 
the bottom to receive water formed from the melting ice. The 
wall portions of the well are off-set inwardly from the main 
walls of the container to provide a horizontal peripheral sup 
porting shoulder. This shoulder in addition to providing direct 
support for wooden ?llet boxes or for a perforated plate or 
screen which divides the container into an upper food and ice 
containing chamber and a lower water receiving well, also 
provides means to support the container on the next lower 
container when a number of containers are stacked. 
The provision of an upper chamber containing food and ice 

and a lower well to receive water from the ice, separated by a 
perforated plate thus insures that perishable food products 
will be kept in constant contact with preserving ice and out of 
contact with water. 

Thus, while the container ofthe invention makes it possible 
to ship bulk shipments of perishable food in direct contact 
with ice and out of contact with water by using a perforated 
plate, it can also be used to directly receive wooden ?llet 
boxes referred to above to provide a leak-proof container for 
the boxes. In this latter case a perforated supporting plate 
need not be used and wooden ?llet box (or boxes depending 
on the size both of the wooden boxes and of the inventive con 
tainer) will sit directly on the peripheral supporting shoulder. 
With this arrangement any water leaking from the wooden box 
will gather in the water well out of contact with the ?sh or 
chicken, etc. and moreover will not leak from the container. 
The water well provided in the bottom of the container is 

formed having a substantially ?at bottom and may have either 
substantially vertical side and end walls merging with the 
horizontal peripheral shoulder portion, or the side walls 
and/or end walls of the water well may be inclined outwardly. 
In either event the closure member or cover for the container 
is provided with a correspondingly shaped recess to receive 
the downwardly projecting well of an upper container when 
the two containers are vertically stacked. The vertical depth of 
the recess provided in the closure member is, however, frac 
tionally greater than the vertical depth of the well whereby 
when in stacked position the weight of the upper containers is 
born by the container walls and not by the central portion of 
the closure member or cover. 

The invention will now be more speci?cally described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings wherein; 

FIG. 1 illustrates the container of the invention in side view 
with the cover removed, partially broken away so as to reveal 
a screen or perforated plate means; 

FIG. 2 shows the cover for the container in side view; 
FIG. 3 shows in enlarged view the positioning of one end of 

the cover on the container, and securing means therefor; 
FIG. 4 shows the container of the invention in end view; 
FIG‘ 5 shows the container in top view; and 
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2 
FIG. 6 illustrates the cover for the container in top view. 
Referring now speci?cally to the drawings numeral 1 in 

FIGS. 1, 4 and 5 indicates the well formed in the bottom of the 
container; and numeral 2 indicates ribbing or creasing in the 
container, the purpose of which will be described below. 
Numeral 3 indicates handles, which may be of nylon or the 

like for long wear, which are provided in the end panels of the 
container for easy handling inasmuch as handles’ hooks can 
not of course be used. 
Numeral 5 in FIGS. 2 and 6 indicates the recess formed in 

the cover; numeral 6 the downwardly and inwardly turned 
?ange on the container cover and numeral 7 (see also FIG. 6) 
indicates ?anges projecting downwardly from the cover to en 
gage the outer edges of the container lip to prevent lateral 
movement of the cover with respect to the container. 
Numeral 8 in FIG. 5 and numeral 9 in FIG. 6 indicate aper 

tures or slots in the container and cover respectively to receive 
means to seal the cover to the container. 
The container is provided with generally vertical (although 

they could be slightly inclined) end walls 11 and side walls 12, 
each of these walls being topped with an outwardly projecting 
?at lip I3. The well portion 1 is provided with a substantially 
flat bottom 14 and upstanding end 15 and side walls 16. In the 
drawings the side walls 16 are substantially vertical and the 
end walls 15 are inclined outwardly. However, this is only a 
matter of choice and the walls 15 and 16 can both be vertical 
or both inclined. 

The well portion 1 projects downwardly from the central 
portion of the container providing a horizontal peripheral bot 
tom portion 17 between the walls of the container and the 
walls ofthe well. 
When the container is used to carry wooden ?llet boxes, the 

boxes will rest directly on the supporting shoulders formed by 
the bottom portions 17. However, when the container is used 
to ship bulk foods such as chicken pieces packed in ice, a per 
forated plate or screen denoted by numeral 20 is positioned 
across the shoulders 17 dividing the container into an upper 
food and ice compartment and a lower water receiving com 
partment. The perforations in the plate of course permitting 
water from the ice to reach the well. 
The cover for the container indicated in FIGS. 2 and 6 com 

prises a ?at peripheral edge 18 and a recessed central portion 
5. The recessed portion being dimensioned to receive the well 
of an adjacent upper container when the containers are 
stacked. As mentioned above the vertical depth of the cover 
recess 5 is fractionally greater than the vertical depth of the 
well whereby when the containers are stacked the weight of 
the upper containers is borne on the walls of the lower con 
tainers and not centrally on the cover. 
To secure the cover to the container a downwardly and in 

wardly turned ?ange 6 is provided along the underside of one 
end of edge 18 of the cover, and this ?ange engages over one 
end lip 13 of the container as shown in enlarged view in FIG. 

Downwardly directed ?anges 7 are also provided on the 
edge of the cover and these ?anges each engage an outside of 
the side lips formed on the container to prevent lateral move 
ment ofthe cover with respect to the container. 
When the cover is positioned securely on the container, the 

apertures or holes 8 and 9 are in alignment and means in the 
form of a tie wire, denoted by numeral 21, the showing being 
in phantom lines are positioned through the holes to securely 
fasten the cover to the container. Security seals may be used if 
desired. 
The container is preferably constructed of sturdy, high-im 

pact plastic. A suggested material is polyethylene which 
results in a strong, durable and light-weight container. 

In order to further strengthen the container ribbing or 
creasing 2 may be formed in the container material during 
molding. This ribbing 2 which continues vertically down the 
side and end walls of the container and through the peripheral 
bottom portion also assists in the draining of water to the well. 

In a preferred further construction the container and cover 
are lined with an insulating liner 19 shown in the drawings. 
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The lining 19 which may be of foam molded polystyrene or the 
like is permanently ?xed to the container and lid by a special 
adhesive. 

This insulating lining on the cover and the side and end 
walls of the container proper may be fonned to tightly meet 
together when the cover is secured to the container to provide 
a substantially spill~proof closed container. 
The-bottom portion of the container is of course leak-proof 

when in upright position, and by providing that the container 
and cover linings meet together when the cover is secured in 
position a leak-proof container which is substantially spill 
proof even when placed on its top or sides is provided. 
The linings may be formed in many ways to accomplish the 

desired result. The lining of the cover and that of the container 
may simply contact or abut each other when the cover is 
secured to the container, or the linings may meet in inter 
locking or tongue and groove relationship. 
When the container is to be used with wooden ?llet boxes, 

the boxes are ?rst positioned in the container on the shoulders 
and ice is then added. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A leak-proof stackable shipping container comprising up 

standing container side and end walls and a ?at outwardly pro 
jecting lip provided peripherally around the upper edges of the 
said container side and end walls, and a horizontal peripheral 
bottom portion in said container, and a well provided centrally 
in said peripheral bottom portion, the well having a full bot~ 
tom and upstanding side and end walls merging with said 
peripheral bottom portion, the peripheral bottom portion 
providing supporting shoulders for upholding contents in the 
container, and a cover for said container having flat peripheral 
side and end edges and a downwardly inwardly turned ?ange 
at one end edge of the cover to engage beneath the ?at lip 
formed at the upper edge of one of said container end walls, 
and an aperture provided in the other end edge of the cover 
and an aperture provided in the ?at lip formed at the upper 
edge of the other of said container end walls, the two aper 
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4 
tures being aligned when the cover is in place on the container 
to accommodate container sealing means, and a downwardly 
projecting recess provided centrally in the cover, the recess 
provided in the cover of one container receiving the well of a 
second container when the containers are in stacked relation 
ship. 

2 A container according to claim 1 further comprising per 
forate means positioned on the supporting shoulders formed 
by the peripheral bottom portion to uphold contents in the 
container above the well. 

3. A container according to claim 1, the cover further com 
prising a downwardly projecting ?ange carried by each side 
edge of the cover to engage outside of the lip formed along the 
upper edge of each container side wall whereby preventing 
lateral movement of the cover with respect to the container. 

4. A container according to claim 1 wherein the outer 
dimensions of the well substantially correspond with the inner 
dimensions of the recess in the cover and the depth of the 
recess is fractionally greater than the depth of the well. 

5. A container according to claim 1 provided with an insu 
lating lining. 

6. A container according to claim 1 wherein the container 
side and end walls and the well side and end walls and the 
peripheral bottom portion are ribbed. _ 

7. A. container according to claim 1 provided with handles 
on the container end walls. 

8. A container according to claim 1 wherein the container 
sealing means is a security seal. 

9. A container according to claim 1 wherein the well end 
walls are substantially vertical and the well side walls are 
inclined outwardly. 

10. A leak-proof and spill-proof container according to 
claim 1 wherein the inside of the container and the underside 
of the cover are provided with an insulating lining, the lining 
on the cover and the lining of the container meeting when the 
cover is secured to the container to provide a leak-proof and 

substantially spill-prooflkcloied mconl‘tairlr'ier. 
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