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[57] ABSTRACT 

Stamps with a machine readable numeral component of the 
zip code are provided. Purchased and used as postage, these 
stamps are applied to the mail in plurality for optimum 
machine sorting by the combinations thus made. The sender in 
this way provides for complete machine handling at the post 
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MAGNETICALLY OR ELECTROSENSITIV E INKED 
NUMERALS IN PLACE OF STANDARD POSTAGE 

STAMPS 

This invention relates generally to envelopes for mailing, 
and more particularly it pertains to machine readable postage 
destination coupons. 

Mail sorting systems have been proposed in the past which 
include machine handling. One factor which prevented 
complete automation, however, was the dif?culty of machine 
recognition of the widely differing individual character of the 
addressing and the placement of same on the envelope. The 
public has become conditioned to correctly placing postage 
on envelopes for cancellation whereas the zip code as now ap 
pended has poor cognizance and is not so localized as to be 
readily machine readable nor is it ever likely to be with 
present practice. 
With these factors in mind, it is an object of this invention to 

provide a combined postage stamp and zip code indicating ar 
rangement whereby the act of placement of postage by the 
sender also codi?es the letter for automatic sorting by destina 
tion. 
Another object of this invention is to provide general 

destination code coupons having postage payment value when 
affixed to mail. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will become 

more readily apparent and understood from the detailed 
speci?cation and accompanying drawings in which: 
F IG. 1 is a depiction of the face of an envelope prepared for 

mailing with the novel postage-destination code coupons in 
corporating features of this invention; 
H68. 2, 3 and 4 illustrate booklets of postage-destination 

coupons provided respectively in groups of the same 
denomination, of the most used pre?x denominations, and of 
an assortment of denominations of the zip code. 

Referring now to the details of the drawing as shown in FIG. 
1, reference numeral 10 indicates generally an addressed en 
velope. In place of the usual postage stamp or stamps at the 
upper right hand edge of the envelope, the sender has applied 
a plurality of coupons 12, generally ?ve, having, say, a postage 
payment value of 1 cent each. These coupons 12 differ from 
conventional postage stamps in carrying a single numeral 14 
which is machine readable by being of standardized charac 

2 
prefix denominations, or assorted for the casual user. 
As an incentive, the use of these coupons 12 as postage 

could be the combined ?ve zip code denominations costing 5 
cents whereas a 6 cent postage stamp would otherwise be 
required. 
Where overweight, special delivery, or airmail postage is 

required, the difference would be paid by affixing a regular 
postage stamp 22 adjacent the coupons 12 as shown in FIG. 1. 

In a modern mail sorting post office arrangement as shown 
0 in FIG. 5, the operations are indicated by eight well-known 

25 

30 

35 

40 

teristic, i.e.: shape of character, or of material composition. Of 45 
the latter, magnetic, ?uorescent, radioactive, or electro-con 
ductive ink are examples that can be used. In any case the nu 
merals 14 are additionally visible to the purchaser who affixes 
the suitable denominations in the proper sequence to spell out 
the zip code for the destination desired. 

It is proposed that the coupons 12 to be sold in booklets l6, 
18, 20 as shown in FIGS. 2, 3, and 4 respectively and either 
grouped all of one denomination, or having the most-used 
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identi?ed steps. Namely step 1 of incoming mail, step 2 of 
culler of the mail, step 3 of stacking and cancelling the mail, 
step 4 of operator encoding of the mail, step 5 of optical 
scanning and encoding of the mail, step 6 of stacking the mail, ‘ 
step 7 of sorting the mail, and ?nally step 8 of sequencing of 
the mail. 
As the proposed use of the novel coupons 12 of this inven 

tion become uniformly used, as related, the step 4 of operator 
encoding of the mail which involves human operations would 
become super?uous and a speed-up with accompanying lower 
cost would result. _ _ 

Large or mass mailers could use the magnetically or elec 
trosensitive stamp system with the use of a postage meter 
machine. This machine would have ?ve columns of 10 digits 
with buttons with which the zip code would be printed on the 
envelopes in the same position, shape, size, spacing and 
material composition as the magnetically or electrosensitive 
stamp. 

Obviously many modifications and variations of the present 
invention are possible in light of the above teachings. it is, 
therefore, to be understood that within the scope of the ap 
pended claims the invention may be practiced otherwise than 
as speci?cally described. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An envelope mailing system, comprising, structure de?n 

ing an envelope having an area therein for receiving an ad 
dress, ?ve coupons corresponding to a zip code applied at the 
upper right hand edge of said envelope, with each said cou 
pons carrying a single standardized characteristic designation 
thereon, with each said designation being of standardized 
characteristic as to shape of character and material composi 
tion of said designation, with said coupons corresponding to a 
zip code being machine readable, and at least one conven 
tional stamp positioned adjacent said coupons. 

2. An envelope mailing system as recited in claim 1, wherein 
said material composition is magnetic. 

3. An envelope mailing system as recited in claim 1, wherein 
said material composition is ?uorescent. 

4. An envelope mailing system as recited in claim 1, wherein 
said material composition is radioactive. 

5. An envelope mailing system as recited in claim 1, wherein 
said material composition is of electro-conductive ink. 
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