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[57] ABSTRACT 

An arrangement for the free end of a rolled tape, such as a 
magnetic tape, which effectively retains the tape on its spool, 
and which, at the same time, permits ready withdrawal of the 
tape, when desired. 

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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TAPE-RETAINING ARRANGEMENT 
As is known, rolled tapes, such as magnetic tapes used by 

disc jockeys, have presented problems to the user. More par 
ticularly, it has been difficult to maintain the tape in a rolled 
condition, i.e., without loosening on the reel or spool, and yet 
provide for ready use of the tape by the operator when 
desired. 
The invention herein provides a simple, yet positive ap 

proach for the retention of a tape on its reel or spool, and yet, 
at the same time, permits the ready withdrawal of the tape. 
The preceding is accomplished through the use of laterally ex 
tending tabs on a leader or separate member which is conven 
tionally secured to the tape. The tabs are readily engageable 
with either the inner surfaces of the walls of the spool for the 
tape or, on the other hand, may extend through the usual open 
areas in the walls of the spool. 
The invention may have several alternative embodiments. 

In this connection, the aforesaid lateral tabs may be reinforced 
to afford a multilayer locking portion. On the other hand, por 
tions of the surfaces of the tabs may have friction material 
disposed thereon for even more effective grasping action. The 
invention, in any of its embodiments, is readily manufactured 
and, as stated, effective in use. 
A better understanding of the present invention will become 

more apparent from the following description, taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawing, wherein 

FIG. l is a fragmentary view of the locking arrangement of 
the invention‘, 

FIG. 2 is an alternative embodiment of the invention, dis 
closing a multilayered tab; 

FIG. 3 is still a further alternative embodiment of the inven 
tion, showing a friction portion on the locking tabs; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view, partly fragmentary, showing 
the invention in one form of use, i.e., bearing against the inner 
surfaces of the walls of the spool carrying the tape; and, 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view, also partly fragmentary, show 
ing the invention when the locking tabs extend through the 
usual open areas in the walls of the spool for the tape. 

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the pun‘ 
ciples of the invention, reference will now be made to the em 
bodiments illustrated in the drawing and speci?c language will 
be used to describe the same. It will nevertheless be un 
derstood that no limitation of the scope of the invention is 
thereby intended, such alterations and further modi?cations 
of the illustrated devices and such further applications of the 
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2 
principles of the invention as illustrated therein being contem 
plated as would normally occur to one skilled in the art to 
which the invention relates. 

Referring now to FIG. ll, a leader R2 for a tape, such as a 
magnetic tape, is shown, modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the invention. As should be apparent, locking 
tabs 12a extend laterally from the long body de?ning the 
leader, being foldable, to be described herebelow. 
The alternative embodiment of FIG. 2 closely parallels that 

of FIG. 1, except that a double-thickness locking tab area 12a’ 
is disclosed, the second thickness, or even more thicknesses, 
being added for resilience and strength. 

FIG. 3 shows a further embodiment of the invention, where 
the looking or engaging surfaces of the locking tabs have fric 
tion material M thereon to add even far more effective 
locking action. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 show applications of the invention. In FIG. 4, 
the locking tabs 12a are shown in a securing relationship with 
the inner surfaces of the walls 150 de?ning the sides of the 
spool or reel 15 which carries the tape. On the other hand, 
locking is achieved in the FIG. 5 representation where the 
locking tabs 12a extend through the areas or openings 15b 
normally in the sidewalls 15a of the spool 15 which carries the 
tape. 
The invention provides a simple yet highly effective ap 

proach for retaining the free end of a rolled tape on its spool. 
Not only is retaining simpli?ed, through one of several ap 
proaches, but the end of the tape is readily available for fast 
use by the operator, as for example, a disc jockey. The inven 
tron 1S susceptible to various changes, as, for example, the plan 
configuration of the locking tabs may be varied, with equally 
effective end results. 

I claim: 
l. A locking arrangement for the end of a tape carried on a 

spool having openings in the sidewalls thereof comprising a 
leader having laterally extending tabs for selective locking 
with portions of said sidewalls of said spool. 

2. The locking arrangement of claim I where said tabs are 
multilayered. 

3. The locking arrangement of claim l where said tabs have 
a friction material disposed on portions of the locking surfaces 
thereof. 

4. The locking arrangement of claim I where said tabs ex 
tend through said openings in said sidewalls of said spool. 


