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[57] ABSTRACT 

A test clip having opposed spring closed jaws has one electri 
cally conducting jaw and an opposed jaw with a yieldable and 
deformable surface capable of conforming to the shape of a 
wire or terminal to which the clip is attached. The yieldable 
surface has a high coefficient of friction. 

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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TEST CLIP FOR ELECTRICAL CONDUCTOR 
The drawings, of which there is one sheet, illustrate three 

practical and alternative forms of the clip. 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of one form of the test clip. 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view along the plane of the line 

2-2 in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view through a modi?ed form of 

one jaw of the clip. 
FIG. 4 is a cross‘sectional view through a second modi?ed 

form of the clip. 
The clip shown in FIG. 1 has two body pieces of metal 1 and 

2 pivotally connected by the pin 3 intermediate of their ends. 
The lower piece 1 has a toothed, terminal contacting, jaw 4 at 
one end and an electrical connection at the other end to a lead 
or test wire 5, formed by folding and crimping the sides of the 
piece over the end of the wire at 6. The upper piece of the clip 
has a ?nger grip 7 on one end, and a clamping jaw 8 on the 
other end opposed to the contact jaw 4. The clamping jaw 4 is 
bare metal and is shaped as by the teeth shown; but the clamp 
ing arm 8 is provided with a pad 9 of soft conformable materi 
al in the area of the contact jaw 4. A coil spring 10 urges the 
clamp jaws of the clip together. 
The pad in FIGS. 1 and 2 consists of a sleeve of rubber 

which is stretched over the arm. The material of the sleeve is 
soft or yieldably deformable so as to conform to the surface of 
a wire or terminal to which it is temporarily attached. The sur 
face of the pad 9 desirably has a high coef?cient of fraction to 
resist accidental removal of the clip from the terminal. Par 
tially cured or cured natural or synthetic rubbers are good 
materials for the pad. 
The modi?ed pad 9A in FIG. 3 is preformed from any of the 

materials listed, and has an integral headed pin 1 1 that is 
pulled through a hole 12 in the clamp arm 8A to hold the pad 
in place. 
The modi?ed pad 93 in FIG. 4 may either be preformed and 

adhered to arm 88, or it may be built up on the arm by re 
peated applications or coating of a liquid rubber. In each of 

2 
the examples illustrated, the pad is sufficiently yieldable to 
permit the terminal to which it is applied to deform the pad as 
shown by the dotted lines at 13 in all three forms of the pad. 
Note that it is not necessary for the pads to engage the surface 
of the terminal directly opposite the jaws 4. It is suf?cient if 
the pad engages a substantial area of the terminal adjacent to 
the conducting jaw so that the frictional contact with the sur 
face will resist displacement of the clip. Also, it is not necessa 

. ry that the clamping jaw 8 overlap the contacting jaw 4. The 
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yieldable insulating pad 9 may project beyond the end of the 
jaw 8, so that the pad itself applies the clamping pressure to 
the terminal. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A test clip having opposed spring pressed clamping arms, 
one of said arms having a bare electrically conducting con 

tact jaw, 
means on said clip for mechanically connecting an electrical 
conductor thereto and in electrical contact with‘said one 
arm and its jaw, 

and a pad of yieldably deformable material on the other of 
said arms forming a second jaw positioned to engage the 
surface of a conductor engaged between said jaws, 

said pad having a surface with a high coefficient of friction. 
2. A test clip as de?ned in claim I in which said pad is 

secured to a portion of said other arm which is opposed to said 
bare electrically conducting jaw. 

3. A test clip as de?ned in claim 2 in which said pad is a 
sleeve of rubber stretched over its supporting clamp arm. 

4. A test clip as de?ned in claim 2 in which said pad is 
formed of rubber and has a projection extending through an 
opening in its supporting arm to hold the pad in place. 

5. A test clip as de?ned in claim 2 in which said pad is ad 
hered to the surface of its supporting clamp arm. 

6. A test clip as de?ned in claim 2 in which said pad extends 
along its supporting arm for a distance several times the length 
of said electrically conducting jaw. 
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