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' {57] ABSTRACT 

A slider for zip fasteners is disclosed for opening and closing 
the opposed tape stringers of the fastener, which slider having 
an elongated pull tab disposed for universal movement rela 
tive to the slider body. A link assembly couples the pull tab to 
the slider body which assembly comprises eyelet link elements 
movably connected to a socket. 

4 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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SLIDER FOR ZIP FASTENERS 
This invention relates to a slider for zip fasteners and more 

particularly to a slider assembly having its pull tab disposed for 
free random movement. ‘ 

Numerous types of slider have been proposed for opening 
and closing a zip fastener. The majority of known'sliders are 
constructed with a pull tab directly connected to a slider body 
so that the pull tab is allowed to move pivotally only in the lon 
gitudinal direction of the fastener. A difficulty has been ex 
perienced therefore in operating such sliders especially where 
the fastener is attached to a curved or otherwise deformed ob 
ject, or to such locations in a garment as at the back remote to 
normal reach of the user. ' - 

Whereas, it is an object of the present invention to provide 
an improved slider of the type which is capable of free random - 
movement of the pull tab and which is operable with utmost 
ease regardless of the position of the pull tab. 

This and other objects and features of the invention will ap 
pear from the following description taken with the accom 
panying drawings which forms a part thereof and will be 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the drawings: ' 

FIG. 1 is a magni?ed perspective view of a preferred form of 
a slider according to the invention shown as applied to a con 
ventional form of zip fastener having rows of interlocking 
fastener elements; 1 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view of a linkage connect 
ing between the pull tab and the slider body; and 

FIG. 3 is a front plan view of the slider utilized to explain 
one mode of operation thereof. 
As shown in the drawing, the improved slider of the inven 

tion generally designated 10 comprises a slider body 11 of 
conventional form, a pull tab 12 and a link ‘assembly 13 con 
neeting therebetween. The pull tab 12 is generally elongated a 
sufficient length to allow easy gripping and to guide the slider 
smoothly into the center 'of its longitudinal movement in a 
manner later described. The pull tab 12 has a tapered end 14 
at which there is provided an opening or eyelet l5 transverse 
of the pull tab. ’ 

The link assembly 13 comprises a socket l6 and a pair of 
link elements l7, l7’ movably connected to opposite ends of 
the socket. In the preferred embodiment presently shown, the 
socket 16 is cylindrical and provided at each end with a 
reduced end opening 18, assuming a generally oval configura 
tion. Each link element 17 consists of a loop 19, a converged 

. gaged in-the eyelet I5 of the 

2 
straight leg‘ 20 and an enlarged head 21 (cross-sectionally 
shown in FIG. 2). The ?rst link 17 has its loop movably en 

pull tab 12 and its enlarged head 
21 disposed in the socket 16 for free rotation with the integral 
leg 20 which is axially movably through the reduced end open 
ing 18 of the socket 16. The second link 17' has its loop 19’ 
movably engaged in a connecting lug 22 projecting from the 
slider body 11 and its enlarged head 21' disposed in the socket 
16 in a manner similar to the head 21 of the first link 17. 

With’ this construction, the pull tab 12 is allowed to move 
practically in all directions through the loop-and-eyelet joints 
23, 23’, through free rotation of the links 19, I9’ and through 
axial movement of the legs 20, 20'. This arrangement permits 

. the slider 10 to be operated with maximum ease regardless of 
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the random position of the pull tab 12 which may be easily 
oriented to guide and lead the slider body 11 correctly into the 
center of its longitudinal movement. FIG. 3 illustrates one typ 
ical instance in which the pull tab 12 is oriented transversely 
across the fastener F and in this position can guide the slider 
body 11 in a direction registering with the center of its move 
ment to close and/or open the fastener as indicated by an ar 
row. Designated at T is a pair of stringer tapes carrying rows of 
interlocking fastener elements E. 
Having thus described the invention, it will be understood 

that various changes and modifications may be made in the 
speci?c form and construction herein presented, without de 
parting from the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A slider for zip fasteners which comprises a slider body 

having a connecting lug projecting therefrom, an elongated 
pull tab having a tapered end provided with an eyelet, a socket 
member having at each end a reduced opening, and a pair of 
intermediate links each consisting of a loop, a straight leg and 
an enlarged head, one of said intermediate links having its 
loop movably engaged in said eyelet and its enlarged head 
movably disposed in the opening of said socket, and the other 
intennediate link having its loop movably engaged in said lug 
and its enlarged head movably disposed in the opposite end of 
said socket. 

2. The slider as claimed in claim 1 wherein said socket has 
an oval configuration. 

3. The slide!‘ as claimed in claim 1 wherein said eyelet is 
formed transversely of the pull tab. 

4. The slider as claimed in claim 1 
head is integral with said leg of the link. 
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wherein said enlarged 


